
Life Giving Hospitality

Psalm 68:5-6 “A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is
God in his holy dwelling.” God sets the lonely in families, he leads
out the prisoners with singing; but the rebellious Iive in a sun
scorched land.”

1. True Religion
James 1:27 “Religion that God our father accepts as pure and
faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”

When you think of being religious, is this what you think of? I
believe that this is the kind of religious that we could all be proud
of and that the world would even admire. God wants the church to
embrace the lonely as family. He is a God that is close to the
orphans and widows and he wants his church to hold a special
place in their hearts for them as well. Something that this church
is great at is hospitality. When we embrace each other in this way
God has room to move and his character is displayed. There is a
beautiful unity that exist here that not all churches have. This is a
precious thing that we need to be intentional to maintain.

James 1:26 “Those who consider themselves religious and yet do
not keep a tight reign on their tongues deceive themselves, and
their religion is worthless”

There are many things that we must keep a tight reign on such as
being slow to become angry and quick to forgive however James



seemed to think that in the context of this letter, The tongue was
the thing that must be watched the closest. A lack of control of the
tongue leads to damaged relationships. This is a great enemy of
fellowship which is something that is essential to our vision. Don’t
think that we are immune. We must be careful and intentional to
guard the unity we have.

There should be no Gossip, No slander.
Avoid negativity Iike the plague.
Be slow to speak, slow to become angry
Quick to apologize when we screw up

2. Be imitators of God
Ephesians 5:1 “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved
children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.”

This is the Goal. The church is the Body of Christ and our job is to
reflect his character to the world. In order to do so we must be a
Holy people. (Unpolluted) as James says in 1:27.

Holiness is Loving God with all of your heart and loving your
neighbor as yourself. We Iive sacrificially out of love first and
foremost. As a Church we are called to crucify our sinful desires
and passions and live by the spirit rather than the flesh. In other
words, We are called to live differently than the rest of the world
and even differently than we may want to. We are frequently
tempted towards satisfying the desires of our human nature



Galatians 5:13-26 Life by the Spirit
“13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do
not use your freedom to indulge the flesh[a]; rather, serve one
another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping
this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”[b] 15 If you
bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by
each other.
16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires
of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit,
and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict
with each other, so that you are not to do whatever[c] you want.
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity
and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord,
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21
and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did
before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of
God.
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control.
Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to
Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying
each other.”


