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For prayer requests  

during church office 

hours, call the church.  

After church office 

hours call  Paula  

Steffen (815-922-2870). 

Sunday’s church ser-

vice is broadcast on 

WCSJ—95.7 FM on 

Sundays at 11:00 am. 

Stay connected with the church and what we are doing through our social media accounts: 

 

Website: www.morrisumc.com Facebook: First United Methodist Church of Morris 

 

Instagram: firstumcmorris     Channel: First United Methodist Church of Morris 

 

And don’t forget—If you don’t have the internet you can still stay connected with worship services on radio 

station 95.7 FM on Sundays at 11:00 AM. 

Worship Times 

Saturday: 5:30 pm 

Sunday: 9:00 am 

Sunday School: 

 10:30 am 

September Spirit 

Alive is due in the  

church office by 

August 20. 



Spirit Alive 

August 2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastors 
Keck Mowry 
 Keck@morrisumc.com 
    (Off on Fridays) 
 
Ayla Samson 
 Ayla@morrisumc.com 
     (Off on Mondays) 
 
 
Financial Secretary 
Judy Burns 
 Judy@morrisumc.com 
     (Off on Fridays) 
 
 
Church Secretary 
Julie Pierce 
 Julie@morrisumc.com 
     (Off on Wednesdays) 
 
 
Choir Director 
 
 
Organist 
Cheryle Larson 
 
Custodian 
Kevin Kunkel 
 
Hand Bell Choir Director 
Millie Dyer 
 
Nursery Attendants 
Susan Hartshorn 
Diana McComas 
 
 
 
Office Hours 
8:30 am-Noon (Mon-Fri) 
 
Pastors’ Office Hours 
10:00 am-Noon  
(Tues-Thur) 

A Note From Your Pastor . . . 
 

Mark 6:7-11  (Common English Bible) 

 

7 He called for the Twelve and sent them out in pairs. He gave them authority over un-

clean spirits. 8 He instructed them to take nothing for the journey except a walking stick—

no bread, no bags, and no money in their belts. 9 He told them to wear sandals but not 

to put on two shirts. 10 He said, “Whatever house you enter, remain there until you leave 

that place. 11 If a place doesn’t welcome you or listen to you, as you leave, shake the dust 

off your feet as a witness against them.” 

 

Having just arrived in Morris, I cannot help but compare Jesus’ instructions to his disci-

ples in comparison to my recent experience. Now, of course, the historical circumstances 

are entirely different. However, there are some observations which can be drawn. 

 

Jesus wants his disciples to be unencumbered by possessions. They are not to take com-

fort and rely upon the things that they bring with them. Instead, they are to have faith in 

God and the people they will meet as they travel from town to town. “Whatever house 

you enter, remain there until you leave.” If no one welcomes you or listens to your 

words, keep going until you find a receptive and supportive community. 

 

Surrounded by boxes filled with possessions, I cannot compare myself to the Twelve. I 

rely too much on the things I carry with me. Upon closer examination of the reading, 

however, the focus is not upon the disciples but the people they will encounter. It is the 

people who determine the success or failure of the disciple’s ministry. It is their openness 

to the gospel and support of the evangelist which determines the path and fate of God’s 

work in the community.  

 

In this first month of ministry in Morris, I have experienced a warm and supportive wel-

come. You have fed me numerous times, moved my belongs from trailer to garage, then 

garage to parsonage. You have painted and repaired both parsonages and kept a watch-

ful eye on both pastors as we recovered from Covid. You celebrated our arrivals and 

done all you can to acclimate us to our new surroundings. 

 

Thank you for welcoming us into your home. We look forward to being with you and 

serving among you. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Keck 



Hospitalized . . .  
 Don Kundert  Linda Klepp  Kathy Jackson 

  

Beginning of Life . . .  
 We celebrate the birth of Ridley Rena Redford to Mitchell & Kassie Redford.  Grandparents are Greg &  

 Michelle Redford.  Great-grandmother is Joyce Redford. 

 

Beginning of Life Eternal . . . 
 Remember those who have lost loved ones this past month: 

 ~ Sandy Gordon on the death of her sister-in-law, Jane Holmberg. 

 ~ Bill & Mary Caisley on the death of their daughter, Marjorie Caisley.  A memorial service will be held on  

  August 27 at 1:30 pm at the First United Methodist Church, 211 N. School St., Normal, IL. 

 ~ Rev. Ayla Samson & Rev. Zaki Zaki and family on the death of her brother, David. 

Thanks to all who helped prepare the parsonages for the arrival of our new pastors. Whether you 

cleaned, painted, baked cookies, or donated water, we appreciate your efforts. It was a great couple 

of days of fellowship and the pastors were very grateful for all the work that went into preparing 

their homes. 

 

What a great day! The UMW raised $3,049 at the recent "Christmas in July" Craft Bazaar and Bake Sale for missions. 

It was a beautiful day that brought out many shoppers. A great big thank you to all who helped make this fundraiser 

a success again this year. 

HAM & BEANS ARE BACK!! 

Mark your calendars: 

Friday, September 30 

4:00-7:00 pm 

Volunteers needed!! 

Touch of Gray 

Friday, July 19 

6:00 pm  

Wesley Center 

Join us for evening of food, 

fun & fellowship. 

Sandy Gordon is retiring as our church Choir Director.  If you would like to contribute 

towards a gift, you can place it in the offering box, the locked mailbox under the 

awning or drop it off in the church office.  Be sure to mark it “Sandy”.  We will  

recognize and celebrate Sandy during worship on August 27 & 28. 



UMW Circle News 

 

 ~ Book Club : Monday, August 1 at 4:00 pm to discuss “Speaking Well : Essential Skills for Speakers,  

  Leaders and Pastors” by Adam Hamilton 

 ~ UMW Budget Mtg : Tuesday, August 2 at 6:30 pm  

 ~ UMW Mission U—”Who Can We Be Together?  Building Communities of Hope and Joy” : Friday,  

  August 19 & Saturday, August 20—In person & virtual options available at our church.   

  Registration forms are available in the church office and in the Narthex. 

A Word from Finance 

As I approach the middle of the summer of 2022, I think of the blessings God has given me.  I am 

thankful for the rain this past week because it has been so dry.  I am reminded how important the 

rain is to our existence.  I am thankful for our church and it’s outreach to the community.  We are 

financially moving forward.  We have money in the checking account and the bills are being paid.  However the 

balance is slowly decreasing.  The bills coming in are a little more than the income received.  It is summer time and 

the driest time of the year for giving.  Electronic giving has helped in smoothing out this summer drought in re-

ceipts.  The Finance Committee would like you to think about electronic giving possibilities.  The planning for the 

fall Financial Campaign will begin soon.  The Finance Committee would like to thank all members and friends of 

the church for your generous support of God’s mission. 

 Tim Beck, Finance Committee Member 

August Birthdays 

1 Diane Sprole 

2 Jim Hill 

3 Ty Smith 

4 Greg Larson 

5 Linda Baker 

      Terry Klepp 

      Mary Ringer 

      Ed Wakeman 

7 Riley Jones 

8 Ray Dite 

      Jaxon Laughary 

      Kane Sanders 

      Linda Watson 

11 Joe Sereno 

      Gail Smith 

13 Gail Heck 

     Jon Hill 

     Jacob Nadess 

14 Jim Allen 

      Alexis Matney 

      Dawn Weist 

15 Katy Monk 

16 Grace Laughary 

18 Georgia Dare 

      Nancy Zipprich 

19 Steve Holtan 

      Wayne McClintock 

20 Owen Jones  

21 Chris Carson 

      Jenna Steffen 

22 Katelyn Miller 

26 Alexandria Cook 

27 Ginny Bellamy 

      Harion Enverold 

      Angela Greve 

28 Tracy Benignetti 

      Sam Lestina 

29 Tavin Harshfield 

      Geoffrey Lamaze 

      Megan Matney 

30 Anthony Smith 

31 Diana McComas 

      Anthony Xydakis 

CHURCH PICNIC/SWIM  

Sunday, August 7 at 11:00 am 

 

Enjoy the outdoors and come to our picnic at the lower Gould Park 

shelter. Free swim after you eat. (No, you don’t have to wait an hour). 

Potluck style meal with meat, drinks and table service provided. Sign-up 

on bulletin board. Bring either a salad, vegetable dish, or dessert. 



News From the Education Team 

 

Please mark your calendars and put in your phones that Sunday School will begin on 

September 11 for Preschool through adults. Registration forms for the children and 

youth will be available in August … attached to the Weekly Spirit and also paper cop-

ies available at the Welcome Center in the narthex. We are excited to see everyone again. Also, in the September 

Spirit Alive we will include a list of teachers and leaders as well as where classes will be held. Speaking of teachers, if 

you feel God nudging you to teach or assist in a class, please let us know. Or if you have an idea for another adult 

class, maybe even a short term one, we are always ready to assist you in organizing it. 

 

Our Preschool through 8
th
 grade children and youth may look forward to receiving a small surprise in the mail in 

August from our Education team. And that is all we are going to say about it right now!!!  

 

So, remember … September 11 from 10:30 – 11:30, Sunday School will begin for the Fall. We can’t wait to see eve-

ryone; we have missed you! 

 

Until we talk again, Diane Sprole for the Education Team 

Prayer Group will meet on Wednesday 

mornings at 9:00 am in the sanctuary.  

All are welcome to come pray with us. 

Join us Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am for Bible 

Study.  We will be studying the Gospel of Mark.  

All are welcome to join the discussion. 

Hiring 

Choir Director 

 

The church is looking for someone interested in being our choir director. 

For detailed job description and application contact the church office. 

     

       

Mini Assembly Gathering 

NEW DATE  - SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 

8:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

First United Methodist Church of Morris                                                            

 

United Women in Faith is excited to announce the NEW DATE for our Turn It Up!  Assembly Gathering.  We will 

gather on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 to celebrate the 2022 quadrennial assembly held recently in Orlando. Our 

activities will feature worship, town hall meetings, and workshops to give you an idea of what assembly was like. 

Breakfast and lunch will be provided at no cost!  Please register by Monday, September 12 by turning the form in to 

the office or to your circle chair. Please invite a friend! 

 

Name _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone ____________________________________ Email ______________________________________ 


