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It was the spring of grade 12 and I was only weeks from grad when my best friend 
Trevor and I decided we were going to cut our hair.   
 
And this was a big deal!  I had been growing my hair since grade 8 when somehow I 
decided this was a good idea.  And now I had bangs down to my bellybutton which I 
usually wore in a curly ponytail.  I was the height of fashion for sure. 
 
But now that the decision was made I had a problem.  Trevor’s mom was willing to do 
the cut, but her schedule was such that we would have to skip an afternoon of school 
for her to do it.  Now skipping school was not something I did, but all my heavy classes 
were in the morning so I figured it would be no big deal.  All I needed was a note from 
my dad and I’d be good to go. 
 
So I told dad what I was planning and asked him to write me a note and then one of 
those “parenting things” happened.  Dad was fully in favor of me getting a haircut.  He 
probably figured his chances of becoming a grandparent would increase if I got rid of 
the yak-tail stuck to the back of my head.  And he was even fine with me skipping 
school to do it.  He just wasn’t interested in writing a note.  His words were something 
like “You go for it.  But you handle this one on your own.” 
 
So when the skipping day arrived I told Mr. Rempel that I wouldn’t be around in the 
afternoon but didn’t have a note.  And he informed me that I would be spending next 
week in detention with Mr. Wiens the principal. 
 
And so it was that I got my haircut and then spent the nicest week of the spring with Mr. 
Wiens while everyone else played flag football at lunch.  But it turned out this was one 
of the best things that happened to me in grade 12. 
… 
If you are new with us today online or in person we are starting a new series which will 
take us through the rest of the summer.  So go ahead and grab your Bible, we are 
delving into the book of Proverbs.  And today we are going to be in chapter 4.  Would 
you stand with me as we come before God’s word?  Hear now the word of the Lord. 
 
[Read Proverbs 4:1-13] 
 
This is the word of the Lord.  You may be seated. 
 
Alright, a bit of context as we start digging into Proverbs.  So a proverb is typically a 
short saying that contains some kind of wisdom.  So “The apple doesn’t fall far from the 
tree.”  Or “All that glitters is not gold.”  Or “Beauty is in the eye of the beer holder.”   
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And there are lots of sayings like these in the book of Proverbs. But there is a lot more 
going on in Proverbs than just a bunch of sayings.   
 
So the book of Proverbs is a sandwich with three sections.  In the first 9 chapters we get 
some letters written from a father to his son about how to be wise.  Then from chapters 
10-29 we get a bunch of sayings.  And then in chapters 30 and 31 we get a couple 
conclusionary poems.   
 
But if you are going to understand Proverbs you need to know the purpose of the book 
and two terms that keep coming up over and over.   
 
So first the purpose.  And this is what the father gives us in chapters 1 to 9.  And it’s 
simple: he just wants his son to do well in life, and so he teaches him how God’s world 
works.  That’s the purpose.  And there are two terms that the father uses to build his 
case.  The first is wisdom – we need wisdom.   
 
So we don’t talk a lot about wisdom in North America.  We usually talk about being 
smart.  So some people think Elon Musk is a genius.  And sometimes when I got into 
trouble my mom would call me “you little genius” – these aren’t the same thing.  But in 
Hebrew tradition wisdom was a big deal and was more than being smart.  Wisdom is 
the combination of smarts and action.   
 
So wisdom then was more like ‘mad skills’.  Someone was wise if they not only 
understood how something worked but could use their understanding to perform.  So in 
Israel it was artists and craftsmen who were first considered wise.  And today you could 
think of a professional athlete or the CEO of a business.  These people don’t just know 
stuff, they can get stuff done in their area of expertise.  This is what wisdom was until 
King Solomon entered the picture and matured the idea into a general truth: wisdom is 
the ability to know how God’s world works and live fruitfully in it.   
 
And this brings us to the second term we need to understand if we are going to get 
Proverbs, and that is “The fear of the Lord.”  Now this is actually something that shows 
up all over the Bible, but it finds its root in Israelite wisdom – the fear of the Lord.  So 
what is this? 
 
Well the fear of the Lord doesn’t have anything to do with terror, but rather it’s about 
healthy reverence for an infinitely powerful Being.  But not everyone understands 
reverence for the powerful. 
 
So on May 5th, 2018 Prabhu Bhatara was heading home from a wedding with some 
friends when he stopped to relieve himself in the bush.  From the squatting position he 
noticed an injured bear not far away.  But instead of calling authorities the excited man 
decided to pose for a selfie while his friends filmed from the car.   
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The bear was not as injured as it appeared, and the gentleman earned a Darwin Award 
by excluding himself from the gene poor.  He had no reverence for the powerful.1   
 
So the fear of the Lord is the acknowledgment, there is a God, and I’m not Him.  And  
because I’m not God I don’t get to make up the rules.  Instead, I need to humble myself 
and accept His definition of what is right and wrong even when it is inconvenient for me.  
And so Proverbs starts with the words: 

Fear of the LORD is the foundation of true knowledge, but fools despise wisdom 
and discipline. (Proverbs 1:7) 

 
In other words, if you are going to get any wisdom at all it will start with acknowledging 
who God is and how He is greater than me.   
… 
Now, what wisdom is not, and then what it is.  So wisdom is not law.  This means there 
is nothing in Proverbs that says “Thou shall, or thou shall not.”  There are no 10 
Commandments in Proverbs.  Nor is wisdom prophecy.  So there is nothing in Proverbs 
that says “Thus says the Lord.”   
 
Instead Proverbs is about probability.  So if you fear the Lord – if you have a healthy 
reverence for the fact that there is a God and you aren’t Him – and you wisely make 
good choices in line with this reverence, then things are probably going to go good for 
you.  Alternatively, if you don’t fear the Lord and make foolish choices that are out of 
line with how God designed the world to work then life is probably going to go bad for 
you.  But these aren’t promises, they are probabilities. 
 
And here’s the reality – life doesn’t always work out this way.  In the broken world we 
live in sometimes bad stuff happens to good people – ever been there?  But Proverbs 
doesn’t really talk about that – Proverbs is about the general rule.  But there are two 
other wisdom books in the Bible that unpack the exceptions to the rule.  And those 
books are Job and Ecclesiastes.  And they are accounts about how life is more complex 
than a simple formula.  So these books don’t contradict, they are two sides of the coin 
and you have to read them together. 
…  
Alright, that’s Proverbs in a nutshell.2  Now let’s turn to Proverbs 4, which is in that first 
section of the book where a father is writing to his kids.  And this section is going to 
provide the backbone for our series over the next several weeks.  So verse 1 says: 

My children, listen when your father corrects you. 

    Pay attention and learn good judgment, 

for I am giving you good guidance. (Proverbs 4:1-2a) 

 

 

 
1 https://darwinawards.com/darwin/darwin2018-17.html (Accessed August 6, 2022) 
2 Context taken from “The Bible Project” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzmYV8GNAIM (Accessed Aug 5, 
2022) 

https://darwinawards.com/darwin/darwin2018-17.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzmYV8GNAIM
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I was watching a university debate on morality once.  And in the question-and-answer 
period a student attempted to argue that kids are born good and then society teaches 
them to be bad as they grow.  But when he said this, a group of people in the audience 
burst out laughing, and that group was mostly comprised of parents. 
 
And here’s the scenario from Proverbs 4.  This dad is probably sitting with his son in the 
bedroom having a chat.  And the chat is about how there is some foolishness bound up 
in the heart of this child, but the rod of correction is about to drive it far from him.  It’s a 
chat I found myself having with one of my sons the other day. 
 
And so I asked him, do you know why I do this?  Like do you think that I’m having fun as 
we drive this foolishness away?   
 
And my son replied, “You do it because you hate me.”   
… 
Now if you are not a parent this is a great time to pass a little judgment.  I’m sure your 
kids are never going to say stuff like this.  So a smirk or a judgmental glance would be 
appropriate.  And as I see it this will help me realize that I’m falling short of where I 
should be.  Thank you.  Thank you.  I got a couple.  I needed that. 
 
Well, the conversation in my bedroom didn’t end there.  I responded “I don’t hate you.  
In fact I’m doing this because I love you.  This is what love feels like.  You know, there 
are a lot of kids that I don’t discipline.  And that’s because I’m not their dad, and 
ultimately I don’t really care about them all that much.  But you’re different.  I want to 
make sure life goes good for you.  And so this hurts me more than it hurts you – dad 
talk 21 – blah, blah, blah.” 
 
And this is what’s at the heart of the father’s words in Proverbs 4.  He cares about his 
kid.  And he’s going to invest himself in his kid’s correction so that the son will learn 
wisdom and win at life.  That’s what the father wants, and so he teaches his kids. 
 
You see the father has seen that all kids start out believing the world is about them and 
foolishly acting this out.  So they need to be taught that kicking your sister in the shin 
isn’t the way to handle toy relations.  And lying to escape consequences breeds bigger 
consequences.  And speaking words that dismantle the people around you is the wrong 
way to gain influence.  All of these things are foolishness, they are acting in ways 
contrary to how God made the world to run. 
 
So Proverbs says “Look kid, the choice is yours whether you will grow wise or stay 
foolish.  But I love you and so I want you to choose wisdom because life will be better.  
So respect God.  He knows the best way for you to spend your money and where you 
get your sex and how you relate to your family and what you do with your time.  And if 
you want to have a good life you should do it His way.”  Proverbs speaks to all that. 
… 
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Now here’s the human reality: everyone wants to have a good life.  Wise people who 
want to honour God and fools who have no reverence for Him all want to have a good 
life.  And our desires for the good life fuels everything we do – both good and bad. 
  
So the reason we sin is because we think it is going to be good for us.  If we didn’t think 
this then we wouldn’t do it.  So Alex Jones, the conspiracy theorist in the news this 
week, didn’t make up stories about how the Sandy Hook Elementary school shooting 
was a hoax because he wanted to pay 4.5 million dollars of defamation fines.  He was 
planning for the money to go the other way.  He foolishly thought lying would go good 
for him. 
 
And the people who made the fake COVID-19 test kits in Ontario didn’t do it because 
they wanted to go to jail, they did it because they wanted good things for themselves.   
 
And it’s the same with us.  We tell lies and enter sexual relationships outside of 
marriage and cheat on our taxes and time sheets because we think these actions are 
going to benefit us.   
 
But the father of Proverbs says that’s not the way it usually works out.  Now this isn’t a 
promise, it’s a probability.  But if you want to stack the chips in your favor you need to 
live your life respecting that there is a God and you aren’t Him.  So the father tells his 
kids: 

Don’t turn away from my instructions. 

For I, too, was once my father’s son… 

My father taught me, 

“Take my words to heart. 

    Follow my commands, and you will live. 

Get wisdom; develop good judgment. (Proverbs 4:2b-5a) 

 
Get wisdom.  If you want to live – like really live; if you want to win at life – then get 
wisdom.  Don’t miss this.  Do everything you can to follow where I’m leading.  Do what I 
say because I love you and I want what’s best for you.  Get wisdom.  This is the heart of 
Proverbs. 
… 
So how do we do that?  How do we get wisdom?  I want to end today with four things 
we can do to fear the Lord and get wisdom.  If you’re taking notes, you can write these 
down. 
 
First, you’ve got to want it.  You’ve got to prize it.  So the father tells his son: 

If you prize wisdom, she will make you great. 

    Embrace her, and she will honor you. (Proverbs 4:8) 
 
And in another place the father says “Wisdom is far more valuable than rubies.  Nothing 
you can desire can compare with it.”   
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Wisdom is valuable, but beauty is in the eye of the beer holder – it’s subjective.  And 
just because something is valuable doesn’t mean we see it as valuable.  So where are 
you at?  Do you actually see wisdom as valuable?  Do you want to grow wise and win at 
life God’s way?  Do you want this, or is your way working out just fine?  
… 
Maybe this is fresh for you today and you recognize “my way could use some work.  I’d 
like to try God’s wisdom.”  If this is you then even as we are sitting here pray, “Jesus, 
increase my hunger for wisdom.  Increase my fear of the Lord because I want to want 
what You want for me.  I believe You love me and want for me what I actually need.”  
 
Pray for an increase of desire because without desire for God’s wisdom you will never 
attain it.  You’ve gotta want it. 
… 
Second, recognize that wisdom is found in the word of God.  David, the man after God’s 
heart, said: 

The law of the LORD is perfect, 

    refreshing the soul. 

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, 

    making wise the simple. (Psalm 19:7) 
 
David’s talking about scripture.  The Bible refreshes the soul.  God’s rules make simple 
people wise. 
… 
So there I was, looking out the open door of the portable at all my friends playing 
football as I sat in a desk across from Mr. Wiens.  He was marking papers and I was 
supposed to bring a book.  And it was hot.   
 
But then we started talking, and I don’t remember anything about it except that he left 
me with a challenge.  He said “If you want to be wise then you need to read Proverbs.  
And there are 31 chapters in Proverbs which line up brilliantly with the days of a month.  
So read a chapter of Proverbs every day.” 
 
And I took him up on this.  And for years I read a chapter of Proverbs every night before 
bed – along with some Calvin and Hobbs.  But this was the very first devotional reading 
that I did.  This was my introduction to reading the Bible.  And it started in a detention 
hall because I cut my hair and dad wouldn’t give me a note.  Thank You Jesus! 
… 
So if you want to be wise get into God’s book of wisdom.  It will take you only a couple 
minutes to read a chapter of Proverbs every day.  And as you go there again and again 
you will learn God’s plan for how to succeed in the world He made.  Read the Book.  
You’ve got to want it; you’ve got to read the book. 
 
Third, pray.  Add prayer to your life.  Solomon was the father of Israelite wisdom, but he 
wasn’t born wise.  Instead, when he became king he recognized he had no idea what to 
do.  So he prayed “God, give me wisdom to lead Your people.  Give me the knowledge 
and ability to act it out so I can lead Your people well.”   
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And God loved this prayer and answered it.  And Solomon became known as the wisest 
man of his time.  God loves it when we realize we need Him and ask for His help. 
 
And this isn’t just some Old Testament thing, Jesus’ brother James tells us: 

If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and He will give it to you. He will not rebuke 

you for asking. (James 1:5) 
 
So give yourself to prayer.  Prayer is the act of humbling your heart and acknowledging 
that there is a God, and I’m not Him.  Desire it.  Read the book.  Ask. 
 
Finally, if you want wisdom then you need to come to Jesus.  Once Jesus was talking to 
the people of His day and He challenged them saying: 

The queen of Sheba will also stand up against this generation on judgment day and 

condemn it, for she came from a distant land to hear the wisdom of Solomon. Now 

someone greater than Solomon is here—but you refuse to listen. (Matthew 12:42) 
 
Jesus made a lot of incredible claims about Himself and who He was.  Jesus said “I am 
the way, the truth and the life.  And no one comes to the Father except through Me.”  
And Jesus said, “I’m going to die and come back from the grave.”  And here He says 
“I’m wiser than Solomon.”  And it’s actually an understatement. 
 
Solomon spoke God’s wisdom, but Jesus is the wisdom of God.  Other people point to 
truth, but Jesus is the Truth of God.  Wise advice can lead to life, but Jesus is Life.  And 
Jesus wants what is best for you.  He knows you.  He knows what you are dealing with 
right now – He knows your way isn’t working – and He wants your ultimate happiness.   
 
So foolproof your life by getting Jesus.  He’s the treasure in the field.  He’s the pearl of 
great worth.  If you get Him you get everything.  And He’s not hiding.  He just wants you 
to humble yourself like Solomon and ask.  So will you ask? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


