
Sin . . . The Fallout
Genesis 3:8-19

[based on the sermon preached on 7.8.22 – available on the church app or at

https://lwac.org.au/sermons]

KEY IDEAS
1. Adam and Eve chose autonomy and lost the presence of God, as God warned they would.
2. Sin leads to hiding and looking for someone else to blame.
3. Evil is a distortion of God’s creation as good.
4. The curses are about the consequences of Adam and Eve’s choices.
5. In the curse upon the serpent, God provides hope that one day this disobedience and the

death which it brings about will be overturned; evil and Satan will be defeated.
6. This defeat happened at the cross, where Christ died and rose again.  Christ’s victory over

sin and death restores us to life.

CONNECT

● Pain in childbirth and pain in the toil of work to survive are both consequences of
Adam and Eve’s choice to disobey and eat of fruit of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.  What common activity in your life is the most painful for you?  This pain
could be physical or mental and emotional.  Why is this activity painful?  Why does it
hurt?

STUDY

Read Genesis 3:8-11

● Gen 2:25 says Adam and Eve were both naked but felt no shame.  But now in 3:10 their
nakedness causes them to be afraid of God.  Why?  What has changed?

● Why does sin cause us to want to hide from God?  What don’t we want God to see or know?

● In truth, can we really hide from God?

● What are some ways in which humans in general try to hide from God?
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● If you are comfortable and if it is appropriate, what are some ways in which you try to hide
from God?

Read Genesis 3:12-13

● Instead of admitting that they had disobeyed and eaten from the tree they had been
commanded not to, Adam points at Eve and says “she gave me some fruit and I ate”
(essentially, “it’s her fault”).  Does this practice of blaming others for wrongs we have done
continue today?

● Have you ever wrongly blamed someone else for something you did wrong?  Or have you
ever been falsely blamed for something someone else did wrong?  What was that like?  What
was the result?

● Acknowledging wrongdoing on our part means taking responsibility for our actions.  What is
the hardest thing you have ever had to own up to?

● Adam’s response also includes an initial blame of God when he says “the woman YOU put
here with me.”  Assuming this tendency to blame God also is still with us today, what is
something you have blamed God for?  How difficult is it to let go of this blame?  Why?

● Eve’s shifting of the responsibility includes blaming the serpent or Satan.  What Eve said was
true (Satan did deceive her) but it is not the whole story.  She still chose to eat after giving in
to the temptation.  How much of the sin in our lives and our disobedient choices is Satan’s
fault?  How much of the evil in the world today is Satan’s fault?  How much is our fault?

Read Gen 3:14-19

● In the curse God places upon the serpent we read of a future offspring of Eve who will crush
the serpent’s head.  This is understood to be a reference to Christ and his work of salvation
upon the cross.  Do you find this reference to salvation and restoration coming so soon after
the offense to be comforting?  Why?  What does this reference coming so quickly reveal
about God, his nature and his desire for us?

● What are some general truths about the female/male relationship which are implied in God’s
statement to Eve in v. 16 which are still evident today?

● Note that the serpent is cursed (v. 14) and because of Adam the ground is cursed (v. 17), but
Eve’s situation going forward is not described by God as a curse, just a statement of reality.
Even so, do you consider what Eve (all women) must now bear a curse as well?

This study guide and others available at www.lwac.org.au/sermons.



● How is God’s statement to Eve in v. 16 a contrast to God’s initial description of the
husband/wife relationship in Gen 2:24?  What from 2:24 is changed by 3:16?

● Similarly, how is God’s curse of the ground and his declaration that it would produce thorns
and thistles and require toil and sweat a change from God’s initial pronouncement of Adam
and his relation to the land and work, from Gen 2:15?  What from 2:15 is changed by
3:17-19?

● When God declares that because of Adam and his choice to sin the ground is cursed (v. 17), it
reveals an important truth:  there are consequences of your actions, consequences for you
and for others.  Can you think of another biblical figure whose sinful/rebellious actions had
consequences for others?

● To the extent appropriate in your group context, what is a choice you have made (a sinful
choice?) which had consequences for others, perhaps unintended or far-reaching
consequences?

APPLY

● Of the following, identify your greatest struggle with sin:  hiding from God, not taking
responsibility for sinful actions, blaming others for my actions, not seeing the
consequences or effects of my actions upon others.

● Spend time in prayer confessing this and talking to God about it.  Ask God for help in
overcoming this struggle.

● Which other aspect of this study has struck you the most and why? What are you
going to do as a result ?

● Identify one or more truths from this study which speak to and can be applied in your
life.

1.

2.

3.

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH AND FOR ONE ANOTHER
● According to need.
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