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Eighth Sunday After Pentecost, July 31, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. 

Worship Outdoors at Zion’s Lutheran Church & via Zoom 

Welcome friends and guests: Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement 
for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus 
urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died 
with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to 
elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the 
sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 
 

Worship Service: In God's Boundless Diversity, we are all made in God's image! If 
you are visiting or new to our faith family, please fill out the guest card and put it in 
the offering plate so we have a record of your visit today. Come back and worship 
each Sunday. We continue to be mindful of the different ways people are health 
compromised. So continue to practice healthy habits: stay home when you are sick, 
wash hands regularly, observe social distancing. Masks are at your own discretion. 
 

Holy Communion: The Sacrament is offered to all worshiping with us. Zoom 
congregants, have your bread/wafer and juice/wine ready. Those worshiping in 
person may come forward for the sacraments or, cross your arms across your chest 
for a blessing instead.  
 

Fellowship: Join us after worship in the Fellowship Hall for conversation and 
friendship. 
 

Other Information: Large print bulletins are available from our ushers. Restrooms 
are in the Fellowship Hall adjoining the sanctuary. Our ushers can direct you. For 
pastoral care, contact Pastor Kate at 619-916-9630 or via email at: 
kateschlechter2005@gmail.com -- her office hours are scheduled for Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, please contact her to schedule an appointment. 
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~We Prepare for Worship~ 
Welcome and Gathering of Prayers 

~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Call to Worship  
So many things draw us away from God. 
We are tempted by trinkets and gadgets. 
We place our interest in temporal things. 
But Christ calls us to a higher level. 
We are called to focus our lives on living as God would have us 
live. 
We are called to be open to ways of service and 
compassion. Amen. 

Gathering Hymn: #787 On Eagles Wings (next page) 
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
Confession & Forgiveness  
God is ready to satisfy those who thirst for goodness; those who 
are hungry for grace will be filled with good things. Let us in 
prayer make our confession: 
Gracious God, in our wanderings and selfish desires: we have 
forsaken fellowship with our families, our friends, and our 
neighbors; we have neglected our communion with you, 
choosing worldly pleasures and desires over truth, justice, 
and righteousness. In a world of plenty, we have hoarded our 
earthly blessings, rather than storing up our heavenly 
treasures. Free us from such bondage, that we may truly 
reveal the presence of Christ in our lives.  
Words of Assurance 
May God’s forgiveness find you today. Know that Christ has set you free 
from the chains of this world that shackle you to live and to serve one 
another.  May this be both a blessing upon you and a commission for you 
to serve our world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Kyrie  
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Prayer of the Day 
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal 
of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject 
what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in 
your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

~Word~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23  
A reading from Ecclesiastes. 
2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is 
vanity. 
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my 
mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under 
heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human 
beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under 
the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing 
that I must leave it to those who come after me 19and who knows 
whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all 
for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is 
vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning 
all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one 
who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave 
all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is 
vanity and a great evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and 
strain with which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are 
full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds 
do not rest. This also is vanity. 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Responsive Reading: Psalm 49:1-12  
1Hear this, all you peoples; give ear, all you who dwell in the 
world, 
2you of high degree and low, rich and poor together. 
3My mouth shall speak of wisdom, and my heart shall meditate on 
understanding. 
4I will incline my ear to a proverb and set forth my riddle upon 
the harp. 
5Why should I be afraid in evil days, when the wickedness of 
those at my heels surrounds me, 
6the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own 
prowess, and boast of their great riches? 
7One can never redeem another, or give to God the ransom for 
another’s life; 
8for the ransom of a life is so great that there would never be 
enough to pay it, 
9in order to live forever and ever and never see the grave. 
10For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid 
they perish and leave their wealth to those who come after 
them. 
11Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places 
from generation to generation, though they had named lands after 
themselves. 
12Even though honored, they cannot live forever; they are like 
the beasts that perish.  

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11  
A reading from Colossians. 
1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
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3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 
revealed with him in glory.5Put to death, therefore, whatever in 
you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed 
(which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is 
coming on those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you 
also once followed, when you were living that life. 8But now you 
must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 
abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, 
seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 
10and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11In 
that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is 
all and in all! 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21 (Pew Bible Page 847) 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother 
to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, 
“Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?”  
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15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
possessions.” 16Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich 
man produced abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What 
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he 
said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to 
my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 
relax, eat, drink, be merry.’  
20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being 
demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
Children's Time 

Children of all ages, please come forward 

Sermon – Pastor Kate Schlechter 

Hymn of the Day: #785 When Peace Like a River, verses 1-3  
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Prayers of Intercession  

Your response to "Merciful God", is "Receive Our Prayer" 
O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, 
bring reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of theologians, 
Bible study leaders, seminary professors, lay leaders, pastors, 
and all who provide instruction for the building up of your church. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in 
distress, bring relief and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, 
distributors, and all who provide our food. Nourish the land and all 
its habitants. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the 
busy-ness of life, bring encouragement. Accompany all who 
experience emotional, mental, or physical distress 
especially...Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn 
for peace, bring justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare 
of others, especially military personnel, police, first responders, 
and activists, and for the healing of the nations. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade 
your church, bring abundance and vitality. Guide the work of 
church councils and committees and give them clarity for the 
work of ministry in this place. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your 
saints. Inspire us by their example of faithful living to set our 
minds on things above and to be rich in love toward you. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us 
forever in your steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy 
Wisdom. Amen. 
Peace 
Let us greet one another as a sign of God's peace and of our 
shared friendship. The peace of Christ be with you always. And 
also with you.   

~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering  
Our 5th Sunday offering benefits our local ACTS and The Way Ministries. 
An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give using check or cash (mail to 510 

Pine Street), or online at: https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 
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Offertory: #692 We Are an Offering  

 
Offering Prayer  
Generous God, teach us to use our possessions wisely, by 
offering them back to you and helping other people. Amen. 
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Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our 
thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 
Thanksgiving at the Table  
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe 
declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within 
each cell; with every breath. We praise you, O God. 
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Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night 
and day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. We 
bless you, O God. 
We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 
near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with 
us now. We thank you, O God. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for 
all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 
for the remembrance of me. Remembering his love for us on the 
way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this 
meal; among your people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, 
and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. Amen. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Distribution of Sacrament of Holy Communion:  
Communion Hymn: #471 Let Us Break Bread Together  

 
#498 United at the Table: Unidos en la fiesta (next page) 
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Communion Blessing  
May the body & blood of Jesus, strengthen us, preserve us, and 
unite us in Love. Amen. 
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Song of Thanksgiving 

 
Communion Prayer  
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, 
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
Amen. 

~Sending~  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements & Special Blessings  
Blessing & Benediction  
May you go in the knowledge of God's grace and 
provision, grateful for all that God has given and desiring to be 
rich in the things of God, sharing the gifts God has given you with 
those who need God most. And as you go, may the blessing of 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit ☩ be with you now and until He 
says to you, "Well done, my good and faithful friend." 
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Sending Hymn: #638 Blessed Assurance  

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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~Announcements~  
Eighth Sunday After Pentecost, July 31, 2022 
Worship Leaders: Pastor Kate Schlechter, Julie Wersal, and Joni Jones 
Zoom Leaders: Sharon Sorenson & Ernie Parker 
Music: Connie Pallone, Becky McNeil, and Sharon Sorenson 
Ushers: Joni Jones and Cherie Holder 
Communion: Lisa & John Rygiel 
Flowers: Given by Doris Blalock to say thank you for all of the well wishes and the 
many prayers and love. 
• Sunday morning Bible Study resumes at 8:30 a.m. in the Blue Room or via Zoom. 

Come in person or join via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/907628370?pwd=eFVCTEVhb0xqMXcxY2xaUG5JMU
ZEdz09 or Dial 1 312 626 6799 -- Meeting ID: 907 628 370 -- Passcode: 332397 

• Bread and Belonging is on hiatus for the summer. 
• Help Wanted: 

§ It's garage sale time on Saturday, Aug. 6, in the Fellowship Hall. We need 
people to help with the sale, to donate, and to shop. Please let Julie 
Wersal know if you can help. Bring your donations beginning July 26. 

§ Singers and musicians to serve in the role of key singer and/or provide other 
musical support on various Sundays, please let Sharon Sorenson know or 
respond to the church via email at zionsluth@gmail.com. 

§ Security team members to monitor the sanctuary door and check that doors in 
the fellowship hall are locked during services and after everyone has left. 
Please see Jeff Smith or a church council member if you would be interested.  

• Special thanks to our 5-Loaves Volunteers who delivered more than 200 meals to 
103 families in the Trinidad area. Save the date for the next delivery -- Aug. 27. 

• Women's Bible Study continues its series on Psalms, at  9:30 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 
5, in person in the Blue Room and via Zoom; all are welcome! To Join via Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83136424723?pwd=TkxsQVllMmo2bVlSekN0dGZqbz
F1Zz09 -- Meeting ID: 831 3642 4723, Passcode: 865505 (or call 1-312-626-
6799). 

• Creative In the Image of God, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 13, at First 
Lutheran, 1515 North Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs. The deadline to submit 
registration is Aug. 9/ Details and registration can be found in the fellowship hall, 
on our website, and upon request from Lisa Rygiel or Jo Moss. If we have enough 
interest, perhaps we can caravan or carpool there. If you need financial 
assistance, please contact  Lisa, Jo, or Pastor Kate.  
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