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September Tower Deadline:
Friday, August 26

Please e-mail all requested article copy and 
pictures to communications@epworth.com. 

August 2022
3    ANNOUNCEMENTS
 +   Letter from Dr. Swisher
 +   Safe Sanctuary.... Did You Know?
 +   New Youth Director, Jay Whitney

4-5    GROW & CARE
 +   Welcome Home Weekend
 +   Friends in Faith
 +   Sunday School 
 +   Artist Series: Afternoon of Opera
 +   Toledo Mud Hens
 +   Healing & Wholeness Service
 +   Red Cross Blood Drive
 +   Stephen Ministry

6-7 KIDS & YOUTH
 +   SWAT
  - Letter from Jay
  - August Schedule
 +   Kids in August
 +   Jump Into Fall Sundays in August
 +   SkyZone Event 

8 SERVE
 +   School Supplies Drive
 +   Choir Rehearsal Schedule
 +   Arts & Crafts Bazaar
 +   Adult Singles
 +   Lead Epworth Kids
 +   Furniture Ministry
 +   Volunteer at Hawkins
 +   St. Paul's CC Lunches
 +   Feed Your Neighbor

9 FINANCE UPDATE

In Person & 
Livestream Worship

SATURDAY:
4:30pm worship: Focuses on the scripture and message of 
the week in a condensed, 30-minute style.

SUNDAY:
• 8:30am Classic w/ Weekly Holy Communion: Includes 

Holy Communion served every week.  
• 9:45am Classic: Steeped in the warm-hearted  

Methodist tradition featuring choral and organ music. 
• 11:00am Modern: Fast-paced, featuring our praise 

band.

WEBSITE & FACEBOOK:
Watch our worship online at epworth.com/live or on our 
Facebook page at facebook.com/epworthtoledo:
• Sunday at 8:30am: LIVE! 
• Sunday at 9:45am: Rebroadcast of 8:30 worship service
• Sunday at 11:00am: LIVE! 

TELEVISION BROADCASTS:
Sunday at 8:30pm - WLMB - Televised broadcast of last 
week’s worship. [Cable channel 40, Local channel 6]

Archived Sermons
All of our previous sermons are available at 
any time and on the go!
• Podcasts: We can be found on Apple, Spotify, and 

Google. Visit epworth.com/podcast for links.
• Website: Access any of our previously streamed  

sermons 24/7 at epworth.com/sermons.

•	 THE BAKER FAMILY on the passing of 
Camie Baker, mother of Alan (Karen) Baker.

•	 THE FRY FAMILY on the passing of Scott 
Fry, husband of Barbara Fry.

•	 THE LEWIS/PILATOWSKI FAMILIES on 
the passing of Lucille Lewis, mother of 
Karen (Richard) Pilatowski. 

Sympathies .......... recent deaths

NEWEST BAPTISM

Leah Villhauer

NEWEST MEMBER

Sarah Hess

WORSHIP AUGUST 6
Please note: Worship on Saturday, August 6 is cancelled. 
Please join us on Sunday, August 7 at 8:30, 9:45, or 11am or 
the following Saturday, August 13.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Hello friends,

I hope you have had a blessed and refreshing summer. It’s difficult to grasp this season is wrapping up 
and the next one is just around the corner. On the upside, “Welcome Home” Sunday is coming on August 
21 featuring fun activities for all ages including a tasty breakfast and brunch items from 8am-12:30pm 
in the lobby. This will definitely be a great day to invite friends and to celebrate the next page in our 
calendars and the next step in our faith journey.  

As we plan for the fall and Holiday season the concept of preparedness comes to mind. We prepare for 
trips, new jobs, a new school year, etc. We discover the need to be prepared in so many places in our 
lives as we schedule weddings, strategize careers, make investments and more. Some of us take the idea of preparedness very 
seriously, while others seem to get along fine with less planning.  

In the natural course of living we often find ourselves in situations for which we are totally unprepared. There is no way to 
prepare for untimely deaths, accidents, diseases, and broken relationships that suddenly hit us in the face. Those are times in 
which we lean on others, embrace the promises of God, and invite His Spirit to undergird us moment by moment to get through 
another day and night.

Our dependence on God, who will never leave us, in a sense, prepares us to live into any situation. This is the spiritual prepa-
ration we read about in the Bible. For example, Philippians 4:7 declares, “And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” When we accept this truth we have a new lease on life and a fresh 
perspective for daily living. In fact, confronting this truth we often find ourselves transformed and refreshed to try again. Once 
we have a transforming story, we are mandated by Jesus to tell that story.  

Scripture reminds us we must always be ready to tell others the Good News. We must be prepared as Paul writes in 2 Timothy 
4:2, “Share the Word.  Be ready at all times whether in season or out.” Peter tells us in 1 Peter 3, “When anyone asks you to 
speak of your hope, be ready….” We are ready at Epworth UMC to share this hope and to engage others with the possibility of a 
new life of joy and meaning.

I join you in looking forward to all of the exciting opportunities the next few weeks and months offer. Let’s make the most of all 
of it.

Many blessings to you and those you love,

Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher
Senior Pastor

DID YOU KNOW?
Did you know that Epworth UMC is a Safe Sanctuary for children and 
youth? Your Epworth staff as well as the Methodist District office would 
like to make everyone aware of our guidelines because we believe our 
churches must provide safe and nurturing environments for kids. 

Some of the things we do to foster safe sanctuary here at Epworth 
include annual background checks for all adults who serve children 
and youth, guidelines for diaper changes/potty training/restroom use, 
maintaining safe ratios of kids to adults, creating ministry spaces with 
visibility even behind “closed doors,” safe sanctuary training for our 
leaders, and so much more. Furthermore, we want our entire Epworth 
community to be aware of the practices we have in place to keep youth 
and children safe. That’s why our safe sanctuary policy is printed in our 
brochures and on our website, epworth.com/safesanctuarypolicy. 

If you have any questions about safe sanctuary, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to our Director of Children & Family Ministry, Mary Roesti, at 
mary@epworth.com. 

NEW YOUTH  DIRECTOR, 
JAY WHITNEY!

We welcome Jason (Jay) Whit-
ney to the Epworth staff as 
Director of Youth Ministries. Jay 
is married to Adrian (Vancil) 
Whitney and has a daughter, 
Charlotte (Mason), and grand-
daughter Eliza. 

He has been a member of Epworth since 2004 and 
has participated in youth and children’s minis-
try at Epworth since 2002. Most recently Jay has 
served Epworth’s children’s ministry as the Large 
Group storyteller. Jay enjoys spending time with 
family, riding his motorcycle, playing and coaching 
softball, woodworking, and playing video games. 
Jay is very excited to start this new adventure with 
Epworth’s youth and adult teams.
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GROW

FRIENDS IN FAITH: BUNCO
We meet at 6:30pm. Bring friends, no Bunco experience  
necessary! Bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to 
share.  
• Tuesday August 16: Meet at Maggie Greenfield's, 

(5235 Kellogg Rd., Toledo). RSVP to Maggie at 419-769-
9951 or brucegreenfield@aol.com. 

FRIENDS IN FAITH: BOOK CLUB
If you are interested in joining us for Friends in Faith Book 
Club, here is the next opportunity. We meet on Tuesdays at 
June Galvin’s house, 3641 Christie Blvd., Toledo at 7pm un-
less otherwise noted. Dessert and interesting conversation 
is served up! 
• August 23:  The Last Thing He Told Me by Laura Dave

A note from our Book Club host: Fully vaccinated or those 
who have recovered from COVID welcome. Masks always 
welcome. Please no unvaccinated other than those recovered 
from COVID.

SUNDAY SCHOOL:
• 9:45am  |  Adult Bible Study  |  Rm 214  

Continues to meet, currently studying Transform.  
Listen, learn, and enjoy lively discussion while  
expanding your spirituality. 

• 9:45am | Coffee	&	Conversation | Rm 213 
Starting again on Sunday, September 11. Discuss 
modern day issues/current events and examine the 
teachings of Jesus in light of them.

UPCOMING BIBLE STUDIES:
• 3pm | Afternoon Bible Study | Lobby 

Beginning September 8 Pastor Swisher and Ed Bardi 
will co-lead an afternoon 
adult Bible study class.  The 
study topic is ACTS 1-12 and 
they will use the book, “Acts 
1-12 For You,” by R. Albert 
Mohler, Jr.  The class will 
meet on Thursdays,  
September 8 - November 17.

Saturday, August 20
• 4:30pm: Saturday Worship
• 5pm: Dinner with 

Gaston & Jeanne 
Ntambo. RSVP re-
quired by August 
17, please use this 
QR code to RSVP.

• 6pm: Hear Gaston speak about 
his ministry and their unique 
capabilities to be able to transport 
patients, medical personnel, and 
missionaries quickly and safely, 
serving an area the size of Texas 
that in many instances is difficult 
or impossible to reach by road. 

Sunday, August 21: Morning Events
• 8:30, 9:45 & 11am: Gaston & 

Jeanne Ntambo will speak during 
a mission moment during all three 
worship services.

• In the lobby: Meet & greet 
in-between services with Gaston 
& Jeanne Ntambo. From 8am-
12:30pm, join us for a reception 
in the lobby provided by Chef Les. 
Menu will include egg biscuits, 
bacon, sausage, potatoes, sausage 
gravy, and fruit. Plus brunch items. 

• 9:45am for Kids: All children/
youth report to their new class-
rooms, and 5th grade farewell. 

Sunday, August 21: Evening Events
• Kids Night at Skyzone 

5:30-7:30pm, join us as we liter-
ally JUMP into fall with this family 
fun night at Skyzone. The cost 
is $10 per jumper for an hour of 
jumping, jump socks, pizza, and 
drinks. 

• SWAT Night at Sportway's Fun 
Center 
Junior SWAT, 6-7:30pm 
Senior SWAT, 7:30-9pm 
Meet us at the Sportway’s Fun 
Center (5950 Angola Rd) and 
bring $20 to enjoy go-karts, putt-
putt, and eat some delicious pizza! 

Welcome Home
WEEKEND

Join	in	the	festivities	the	weekend	of	August	20-21,	when	we	will	offer	several	
opportunities	for	families	and	individuals	alike!	
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GROW & CARE
EPWORTH ARTIST SERIES
Heidi Clausius and Friends presents "An Afternoon at the Opera"
Are you a lover of opera? Know nothing about opera, but are curious? Pretty sure you 
dislike opera or slept through the last one you attended? Join Toledo pianist Heidi Clausius 
and four fabulous opera singers for an afternoon at the Opera! hosted by the Epworth Artist 
Series. We promise that you will have a wonderful time, whether it’s your first time hearing 
opera or your hundredth. 

On Sunday, August 7 at 3pm, Kirsten C. Kunkle – Soprano, Christine Amon – Mezzo Sopra-
no, Gregory Ashe – Tenor, and Bradley Baker – Bass-Baritone, will take you on a journey 
into their worlds. They will present solos, duets, a trio, and quartet from some of the best 
known operas of our time. Descriptions of the arias and operas to which they belong will 
give listeners a banquet of music that spans over 200 years. This concert is sure to hold 
everyone’s attention, from novices to connoisseurs. Mark your calendars today to attend 
this fantastic event! 

SAVE-THE-DATE:
Toledo Mud Hens Games
On September 25 at 1pm the 
Epworth Chancel Choir will 
sing the National Anthem at 
5/3 Field to open the game 
for Mud Hens v. the Columbus 
Clippers! 

Tickets will be offered to 
Epworth family and friends 
for $11 each, and sign-up will 
be made available in August. 
Hope to see you at the game!

STEPHEN MINISTRY
We like to think of summer as being a relaxing, enjoyable time. But hurts, struggles, 

crises – like the Covid-19 pandemic—and problems don’t take a vacation. Many times 
our difficulties seem even worse during the summer because everyone else seems to be 

enjoying life while you are feeling down. If you are experiencing a difficult time—emotion-
ally, spiritually, or relationally—you don’t have to suffer alone. Our Stephen Ministers are 
trained caregivers, ready to listen, care for and encourage you, pray with and for you, and 

provide one-to-one Christian care to help you through whatever it is that you are facing. Men are matched with male 
Stephen Ministers, and women are matched with female Stephen Ministers. It’s free. It’s confidential. And it will make 

a difference in your life!

To find out more about Stephen Ministry for you or someone you know, contact us at stephenministry@epworth.com.

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE
Join the Community of the Giving! The Red Cross is experiencing the worst blood shortage in 
a decade. Epworth is sponsoring a blood drive on Saturday, August 13 from 9am–2pm. Please 
prayerfully consider donating that morning and helping our neighbors. Help us fill all 50 
timeslots available. Blood donations aid those undergoing surgery, cancer treatments, and many 
other medical conditions. 

As a thank you from the Red Cross, donors in August will receive a $10 gift card and be entered into a drawing to win gas for a 
year. Sign up at redcrossblood.org or contact Gordy Krueger at gordy59@hotmail.com or call/text 419-279-2583 if you would 
like assistance in scheduling your appointment.

HEALING AND WHOLENESS SERVICE 
The Healing and Wholeness team invites you to join us on August 8 in the chapel at 7pm for the 
monthly Healing and Wholeness service. We seek to reconnect with God as our source of healing, 
strength, faith, hope, and love. We invite you to share your joys and burdens openly or just to open 
your heart to God.  We offer prayers, hymns, Scriptures, and for those who would like we offer 
anointing and hands-on prayer.  We invite you whether your concern is personal to you or someone 
you are concerned for, join us as we lift them to the Lord.  
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KIDS & YOUTH 

WHAT EPWORTH KIDS ARE EXPLORING IN AUGUST
Elementary
This month, we kick off a new program year as we Jump Into Fall! Epworth’s Elementary kids will 
meet at 9:45 in the children’s wing. 
We will spend the first two weeks wrapping up our summer study: Living for Jesus. Our prayer 
is that this summer study has served as a launchpad for your kids into a exciting journey of faith! 
Then, the last two weeks of the month, we are launching our new program year where your 
elementary kiddos will meet their new small group leaders and get to know the children in their 
groups for this school year. Our team is hard at work creating fun and meaningful ways to connect 
with your kids. See our Jump into Fall schedule for more details or email mary@epworth.com. 

Preschool & Toddler
This month, we kick off a new program year through our in-person gatherings during all 
Sunday morning worship services. 
Epworth’s Preschool and Toddler kids will explore the Biblical truth: God made me won-
derful.  This hands-on, action packed large group/small group time will utilize this Awe-
some Artist theme to help your early childhood children discover that everything they see 
around them is part of God’s awesome masterpiece! During their Bible story time, they 
will work on memorizing this Bible Memory Verse: “I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” 
(Psalm 139:14, NIV) It is our prayer that your little one knows they are wonderfully made 
because of who made them – the AWESOME artist GOD! 

Hello Epworth Family, 

Most of you know me but for those who don’t 
my name is Jay Whitney. I am the new Director 
of Youth Ministries here at Epworth. I wanted 
to write a quick note to encourage the youth 
and / or the parents of youth at Epworth. If you 
haven’t been to a SWAT function in a while or 
decided for whatever reason to stop coming, I 
will tell you this: It is a new day. The volunteer 
team, youth leadership team, and I are working 
hard. We want to give you a safe, judgement 
free place to build, question, and reflect on your 
relationship with the world around us and we 
are going to have some fun doing it. I hope to 
see all of you there. I expect great things for the 
youth of this church and will do all in my power 
to build what I envision as a group of not only 
adult but peer driven guidance and fellowship. 

All my love, 
Jay

Sunday, August 7
9:45am: Donuts and Bible

Thursday, August 11
7pm: Elevation Worship With Kari Jobe at Huntington 
Center. Tickets are around $40/person and we are looking 
into getting a group discount. If you have ever attended 
11am worship Epworth, you have heard Elevation Worship 
songs. 

Sunday, August 14
• 9:45am: Donuts and Bible
• 5:30 pm SWAT Family Cookout at Epworth
Thursday, August 18

6pm: Confirmation Class welcome dinner for incoming 8th 
graders and 9th graders who did not participate last year. 

Sunday, August 21
• 9:45am: Welcome new 6th Graders to Donuts & the Bible
• 12pm: Make up meeting for  

Confirmation class  
• 6-7pm: Sportway Kick off Jr High
• 7:15-8:15pm Sportway Kick off 

Sr High
Sunday, August 28
• 9:45am: Donuts and Bible 
• SWAT evenings start
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KIDS & YOUTH 

Stay Connected
• Weekly E-Newsletter  

Sign up for the weekly e-newsletters!   
Go to: epworth.com/email

• Obituary Notifications 
Sign up to receive obituary 
notifications!    
Go to: epworth.com/email

• Social Media
/EpworthToledo

SUNDAYS	IN	AUGUST:	“JUMP	INTO	FALL”	2022!
Please mark your calendars for Sunday, August 21 and have your children plan to join 
us at 9:45 as we celebrate moving up into new classrooms this fall! Then, join us that 
evening as we literally JUMP into fall at Skyzone, details below! 
All preschool and elementary children will report to their new small group rooms as 
we begin our 2022-2023 program year. As always, Nursery and Toddler children will 
be able to attend their normal sessions at all 3 worship services.
To kick off our new program year in Sunday school, we will also have a few special 
days to recognize important milestones in the life of your children; as well as intro-
duce them to their new groups for this year. Specific information for the various age 
groups is below. We hope to see you all as we Jump into Fall! 

Preschool Family Milestone: Sunday, August 14 at 9:45 
Who: All children age 3 (Parents should plan to attend)
Come join us as we celebrate a major milestone in the life of your children known as Preschool. For many children (and 
parents) this is a year of firsts – first time leaving mom and dad for school, making first friends, and, here at Epworth, first 
Preschool Storybook Bible to help learn about how much Jesus loves us! Children just beginning preschool will get to see their 
new room and even enjoy a sneak peek at what they will do each week in preschool Sunday school! The morning will conclude 
with a Preschool Bible presentation and fun celebration as we “jump” into this new phase of life together! 

Kindergarten Family Milestone: Sunday, August 14 at 9:45 
Who: All children beginning Kindergarten this Fall (Parents should plan to attend)
Come join us as we celebrate a major milestone in the life of your children, starting Kindergarten and marking the beginning of 
their school journey! Families will learn what to expect during their elementary journey here at Epworth. Students graduating 
into kindergarten will have a chance to share favorite memories from preschool, receive a special keepsake, and there will be 
festive snacks for everyone. Our morning will conclude with a tour of their new rooms for all Kindergarten families. 

Incoming 6th Grade Family Milestone:
Sunday, August 21 at 9:45: 5th Grade Farewell
Who: Children who have completed 5th grade (entering 6th grade) and their parents. 
Students graduating 5th grade will have a chance to share favorite memories, receive a special gift, and get sent on to SWAT 
with style! Parents of incoming 6th graders, please come join us the first 15 minutes of service in the Children’s Church as we 
celebrate a major milestone in the life of your children, moving up to SWAT! Then, as you go to worship, your kids will get a 
tour of the Jr High Room and meet and greet with the other Jr High students. Remember, that night, 6pm-7:15pm August 21 is 
the SWAT Kick-off at Toledo Sportway! For more information email jay@epworth.com. 

Sunday, August 29: 6th grade students will begin reporting directly to the Junior High space for Donuts and the Bible for the 
2021-2022 school year. 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT AT 
SKYZONE:
Sunday, August 21 5:30-7:30: 
Check-in at 5:30, jump 
time from 6-7, pizza party 
7-7:30pm
Who: Epworth kids, their friends, and their parents.
Epworth families join us as we literally JUMP into fall with this 
family fun night at Skyzone. The cost is $10 per jumper for an 
hour of jumping, jump socks, pizza, and drinks. This is a great 
event to invite your friends and celebrate the start of a new 
school year with your Epworth family. What better way to en-
sure a good night’s sleep before your kiddos head off to school 
on Monday! For more information email mary@epworth.com. 



8

SERVE

SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVE
School starts August 16 for Toledo Public School students, and the Community Outreach Action Team is coor-
dinating a school supply drive to replenish the School Supply Pantry at Grace Church for the start of the school 
year. 

The pantry is open to teachers at Hawkins STEMM Academy; Keyser, McTigue, and Reynolds Elementary 
Schools; and Rogers High School. Teachers can visit the pantry to pick up supplies for classrooms or for individ-
ual students. Take advantage of “Back To School” sales on school supplies starting now!

Please bring your purchases to Epworth starting August 11 - August 25. The teachers and students thank you!! 
To assist in your shopping, below is a list of the 10 most needed supplies:

• Crayola crayons, package of 24 
• Crayola markers, thick or thin
• Crayola colored pencils, package of 12  
• Plastic pencil boxes
• Canvas pencil pouches w/zipper
• Children’s scissors
• #2 pencils and mechanical pencils
• Glue sticks

• Two pocket paper folders
• Notebook filler paper, wide or college rule
• Scotch tape
• Book bags, no wheels
• Batteries, AA or AAA
• Index cards, 3x5, ruled, packs of 100

ARTS & CRAFTS BAZAAR
It is not 
too early 
to think 
about your 
contribu-
tion to our 
annual Arts 
& Crafts 
Bazaar. 

Our Silent Auction is the big-
gest contributor to our success. 
Your contribution in the form 
of a donated gift card, service, 
dinner, or item furthers our goal 
of raising funds to support local 
missions.  

Remember our pantry this 
season when it is time to make 
strawberry or raspberry jam, 
pickles, pickled beets or aspara-
gus, salsas, or savory dressings! 

Mark your calendar now to help 
us on Saturday, November 5. 
We will need volunteers and 
shoppers!

CHOIR SEASON IS READY TO BEGIN! 
We have a place for everyone to make a joyful noise. Below are the times when each 
of our musical groups start up this fall. Please come and join us as we praise our ris-
en Lord through music. For more information about this and other programs please 
contact the church office at 419.531.4236.

CHOIRS:
Chancel Choir
Beginning	September	7
Thursdays 7:30-9pm, choir room, sing 9:45am

Children’s Choir 
Beginning	September	21
Wednesdays 5:15-6pm, room 205

BELL CHOIRS:
Wesleyan Ringers
Beginning	September	1
Thursdays 6:15-7:15pm, Sanctuary

Tower Ringers 
Beginning	September	11
Sundays 7-7:30pm, Sanctuary

Joy Ringers
Beginning	September	21
Wednesdays 6-6:30pm, Sanctuary

CONTEMPORARY PRAISE TEAM
Year-round
Practice Saturday, 8-10am, Sanctuary
Perform Sundays, 11am , Sanctuary
Contact Kyle Folger, worship leader, at Kyle@epworth.com to try out.

College age and up
Cecil Baughman, director

College age and up
Cecil Baughman, director

Ages 3 through grade 5
Cecil Baughman, director

Grades 3 - grade 5
Cecil Baughman, director

Jr & Sr High students
Cecil Baughman, director
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SERVE

WE NEED YOU TO LEAD EPWORTH’S KIDS!
The Children & Family Ministry Team asks everyone at Epworth to prayerfully consider how they 
might serve Epworth’s Kids in the 2022-23 school year and live into your commitment to serve 
within the walls of your church. The children will be looking to you to be small group leaders, class-
room teachers, serve on the Sunday School A/V team, or to help lead our Large Group Bible Story 
time.  

The Children’s Team will be making phone calls the week of August 8 with the goal of filling all the leadership needs for this 
school year. If you would like to be on their call list or would like more information about how you can serve this year, please 
contact Mary at mary@epworth.com. While we don’t take the summer off from Sunday school, fall is still the traditional start 
of the new year for the Children’s Ministry programs. As your family returns from vacations and settles back into the routine of 
school and weekly church attendance, there are many ways you can impact the faith of children this school year. We’d love to 
help you use your talents and passion for Christ to make an impact on the lives of the kids God sends to Epworth this year.

We are looking for someone to assist in coordinating this program. The most important task is helping us send out emails to 
the growing list of participants.  Other singles will help with planning activities. Sponsored by Epworth, this group exists to 
connect single, divorced, and widowed adults in a Christian environment. This singles ministry provides fellowship, encourage-
ment, and support for singles at Epworth and in the greater Toledo community. If you are available, please email Sue at sue-
hartman63@hotmail.com or call 419.882.8826.

[adult  Singles ]

FURNITURE MINISTRY

STATISTICS    JULY
Families:   8
Adults:  8
Children:   6
Furniture:   88

YTD
62
71
78

639

BLESSINGS ITEMS 
MOST NEEDED: 

large cooking pots, 
pans, and skillets

The Furniture Ministry Leadership Team has established a list of items 
we will always accept for the blessings area:

• Dishware sets
• Silverware sets
• Drinking glasses 
• Cooking utensils
• Cooking pots
• Skillets
• Coffee makers

• Toasters
• Crock pots
• George Foreman grills 
• Vacuum cleaners
• Lamps
• Iron/ironing boards 
• Towel sets

• Sheets- twin,  
double, queen size

• Blankets- twin,  
double, queen size

• Comforters- twin, double, 
queen size

Please keep this list in mind as you make your generous donations. 
The Furniture Ministry relies on our church family to provide quality items to our community partners. 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated.
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SERVE

SWAT Mision Trip Commissioning

SWAT Mision Trip Recap

Bus Trip to "David" Live Group

VOLUNTEER AT HAWKINS!
School starts for Hawkins STEMM Academy students on August 22.  We anticipate an increased need for volunteers in our 
ongoing programs:

• Tutoring: Reading, especially grades K-3, and Math, all grades 
• Library assistants: assist students in locating books and read to younger students
• Book Initiative: help distribute “reader bags” weekly (grades 1 and 2), lead book club discussions with small groups of 

3rd, 4th, or 5th grade students
• Garden Club: meet weekly with students after school to discuss gardening and nutrition
• Participating in one-time or ongoing projects: such as Staff Recognition, Teacher Supply Pantry, Field Day, 8th Grade 

Recognition

If you are interested in participating in any of these opportunities or have ideas for new activities, please complete our volun-
teer application, click here. You can also pick up a printed copy of this form from the Hawkins mailbox at Epworth. Return your 
completed application to the Hawkins mailbox or email it to hawkinsschoolpartnership@gmail.com. If you are a continuing 
volunteer, there is no need to complete a new form, unless your contact information has changed. 

The Epworth-Hawkins Partnership will be assisting school staff in recruiting STEMM Idols – individuals willing to share their 
work or life experience with Hawkins students. Look for more information on this opportunity in an upcoming Epworth 
weekly e-newsletter. Thank you to the Epworth volunteers who have served in the school supply pantry -- Sue DiSalle, Carolyn 
Kaminski, Barb Machin, and  Elaine Sheehan.

ST. PAUL’S CC FIRST SATURDAY LUNCHES
On the first Saturday of each month, the Epworth commu-
nity prepares and provides the lunch to be served to 40-45 
St. Paul’s community members that participate in their food 
and shelter program. There are still dates available for 2022 
and we are in need of Epworth individuals or groups to 
consider providing the First Saturday Lunch on: 
• September 3
• November 5

The meal can be as simple as ordering pizza or 
preparing spaghetti! Email jennie@epworth.com if you are 
interested or have questions.

FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR
Thank you Epworth for your continued generosity.

• 64 oz. juice
• canned spinach
• canned mixed vegetables 
• canned potatoes
• canned diced tomatoes
• canned tomato sauce
• ramen noodles
• cream of chicken soup
• saltine crackers
• canned chicken
• salmon
• tuna fish
• Always: bar soap, toothpaste, shampoo, Lysol wipes 
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FINANCE UPDATE
FINANCE TEAM REPORT ON EPWORTH FINANCIAL RESULTS 
FOR	FIRST	6	MONTHS	OF	2022
The included table summarizes Epworth’s 
financial performance for the first half of 2022 
showing actual results versus budget and 
corresponding variance.  
Key financial results for the period are:
• Revenues from pledges, contributions, and 

offerings totaled $589,858.  This amount 
is $97,917 or 14.1% below budget.  Other 
revenues (rents, interest, etc.) were $6,538 or 
74.3% better than budget.

• Total Expenses were $609,615 or 10.0% 
below a budget of $677,477.  More specifically:
• Programs & Ministries expenses were $23,015 below budget due to effec-

tive management by the staff
• Communications, Media and Advertising expenses were 41% above budget 

due primarily to Easter promotions and activities
• Church Operations & Administration expenses were 17% above budget 

due primarily to higher-than-expected winter snow removal expenses
• Total Personnel expenses were 6.7% under budget
• Apportionment, Missions & Outreach expenditures were under budget by 

39.4% due to the timing of payments during the first half of the year
• Resulting Total Resources minus Total Expenses was -$13,218 versus a 

budget of +$13,148 or a total variance of -$26,365 less than budget.

During the first half of this year, the Epworth Business Office completed the imple-
mentation of QuickBooks software as our new accounting and financial reporting 
software.

Please direct any financial questions to the Epworth Business Office or to the mem-
bers of the 2022 Finance Team: Jarrod Hirschfeld (Chair), Ann Hartmann, Zac Isaac, 
Laura Ingersoll, Bobbi Sanders, Derek Martindale, Sarah Schoesler, Peter Machin 
(Treasurer), Susan Rex (Staff Accountant).

MESSAGE FROM THE 
FINANCE TEAM CHAIR
I want to thank Peter Machin and 
Susan Rex for their hard work and 
diligence during the first half of 2022 
during the installation and set of our 
new QuickBooks accounting soft-
ware. I also want to formally welcome 
Susan Rex to the team…she has been 
tremendous! The first 6 months of 
2022 were stronger than the Finance 
Team and I had anticipated given 
recurring pandemic issues. On par 
with national trends, church service 
(in person) participation, pledged 
giving, and overall involvement have 
decreased greatly over the last twen-
ty-eight months. We are now starting 
to see positive trends in all three cat-
egories including new membership 
with 26 new members YTD!

With the revenue trend down, but 
improving, we have focused on find-
ing all possible expense reductions. 
We have prudently kept Personnel, 
Program, and Ministry expenses 
below budget YTD while the Com-
munications, Media and Advertising 
expenses peaked months ago (due 
to prior commitments); all of these 
categories should land under budget 
by year end. 

We have reasons to be optimistic on 
the revenue front, as we are starting 
to see larger gift commitments in-
cluding a few large one-time gifts and 
bequests that have yet to 
hit the books through 6/30. 
Steve will continue to be dil-
igent reaching out personal-
ly to members of Epworth to 
further connect and engage. 
I am very confident that his 
vast outreach efforts will 
continue to pay financial 
dividends at Epworth UMC! 
Let’s support Steve and his 
team as they continue to add 
great value in the Toledo 
community and beyond.

Wishing you many  
blessings,
Jarrod Hirschfeld

June 2022 Year To Date 
6 Months 6 Months

RESOURCES Actual Budget Variance +/(-)
Pledges, Contributions, Offerings 589,858.39 686,875.00 -97,016.61
All Other 6,538.36 3,749.98 2,788.38

Total Resources 596,396.75 690,624.98 -94,228.23

EXPENSES    
Programs & Ministries 15,235.00 38,250.00 23,015.00
Communications, Media, Advertising 62,763.66 44,500.00 -18,263.66
Church Operations & Administration 145,712.89 124,521.52 -21,191.37
Lay & Pastoral Personnel 293,874.65 # 314,848.00 20,973.35
Mortgage Expense 47,352.00  47,352.00 0.00
Apportionments, Missions, Outreach 40,652.50 103,257.50 62,605.00
All Other 4,023.94 4,748.40 724.46

Total Expense 609,614.64 677,477.42 67,862.78
  
INCOME OVER/(UNDER) EXPENSE -13,217.89 13,147.56 -26,365.45

 

June 2022 YTD Tower Article Table.xls
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4855 W. Central Avenue
Toledo, Ohio  43615-2337

Saturday, August 13 
9am-2pm

epworth.com/blooddrive


