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The Epistle

July 2022

’m not sure there is one word to sum up June 2022. It has been won-

derful settling in at St. Timothy. The welcome has been warm, and |
am enjoying being here. As you know, transitions are always full of ad-
justments. Many boxes have been moved and unpacked, several drawers

have been organized, and calendars have been synchronized and filled.

However, life always comes with surprises. On June 9, as | was preparing
to leave the office, | received a call from a paramedic. He informed me
that he was in an ambulance with Chad and that they were on their way
to Natividad. Chad had been riding his bike on Highway 183 along a
wide shoulder when he was struck and knocked off his bike. As one

might imagine, the following hours and days were a whirlwind.

As June has continued to unfold, assurances of God’s presence have
been in my midst continually. All the prayers and love from St. Tim folks
and from loved ones far and wide have sustained my family. Chad’s heal-
ing is progressing more quickly and positively than anyone initially ex-
pected. He even returned to work (working from home, part-time) on
June 27. The realization that everything could have turned out so differ-
ently is seldom far from my mind. At the same time, gratitude fills my
heart and restores my soul. | appreciate being among you and walking

with you in this life of faith.

As we move further into summer, | look forward to getting to know
each of you. In the coming months, we will work together to consider
the interim tasks that will be a focus of our time together. Generally
speaking, the interim period is a time when congregations take stock of
their identity and their hopes. It is a time to grieve, to reconcile past
hurts, to reflect, and to move forward in faith. | am honored to be your

pastor during this sacred time.
I welcome conversation and questions. | will be in the office most Mon-
days and Thursdays as well as after worship on Sundays. Appointments

on other days are often a possibility, too. Please do not hesitate to reach
out. The best ways to reach me are at sandiolsondecker@gmail.com

and by text or call at 831-262-6222.
Still and always in one Peace,

Pastor Sandi



fter consultation with the presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and
per the Sierra Pacific Synod Constitution (S8.54), the Sierra Pacific Synod Council has appoint-
ed the Rev. Claire S. Burkat as its interim bishop. She hopes to begin working in the synod the

week of July 10.

Burkat joins the Sierra Pacific Synod from the Southeastern Pennsylvania (SEPA) Synod, where she
served two terms as bishop (2006-2018). She is a 1978 graduate of the Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary at Philadelphia and has served as a congregational pastor, assistant to the bishop, and mission

director with the SEPA Synod, New Jersey Synod, and the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania.

Since her retirement as synod bishop in 2018, Burkat most recently served as interim chaplain of
Muhlenberg College in Allentown, Pa., and stepped in as acting bishop of the Delaware-Maryland

Synod during Bishop William Gohl’s sabbatical.

The Sierra Pacific Synod Council and staff warmly welcome Bishop Burkat and thank the Office of
the Presiding Bishop for its support in this time of transition.

July’s Property Meeting will be Thursday
July 14 at 10:00 am.




Calendar for Worship Assistants

Sign up in the office to help

June 2022

July 2022

July 3, 2022

Usher: Lucille Snyder-Pires

Altar Care:

Assistant Minister: Carrie Hoerauf
Cantor(s): Adrian & Bob Johannsen
Sound:

Video: Jon Gerdes

Counters:

August 7, 2022

Usher:

Altar Care:

Assistant Minister:

Cantor(s): Adrian & Bob Johannsen
Sound:

Video:

Counters:

July 10, 2022

August 14, 2022

Assistant Minister:
Cantor(s): Adrian & Bob Johannsen
Sound: Jim Helgason

Usher: Lucille Snyder-Pires Usher:

Altar Care: Altar Care:
Assistant Minister: Assistant Minister:
Cantor(s): Jon Gerdes Cantor(s):

Sound: Jim Helgason Sound:

Video: Video:

Counters: Counters:
Refreshments: Dee Holland Refreshments:
July 17, 2022 August 21, 2022
Usher: Lucille Snyder-Pires Usher:

Altar Care: Altar Care:

Assistant Minister:
Cantor(s): Adrian & Bob Johannsen
Sound:

Video: Jon Gerdes Video:

Counters: Counters:
Refreshments: Refreshments:
July 24, 2022 August 28, 2022
Usher: Lucille Snyder-Pires Usher:

Altar Care: The Stone Family Altar Care:
Assistant Minister: Assistant Minister:
Cantor(s): Jon Gerdes Cantor(s):

Sound: Jim Helgason Sound:

Video: Video:

Counters: Counters:
Refreshments: Dee Holland Refreshments:

July 31, 2022

Usher: Lucille Snyder-Pires
Altar Care:

Assistant Minister:
Cantor(s):

Sound: Jim Helgason
Video:

Counters:




“PRAYER VENTURES

s July 2022

| Gun violence is the leading cause of death among children and youth in our nation today. Pray that we might
overcome the feelings of indifference and impotence bred by the tragedy, trauma, complexity and frequency of
gun violence. Pray that the Spirit will turn us toward Scripture, the teachings of Jesus and one another for the
strength, wisdom and courage needed to change our laws and culture for the sake of safeguarding our commu-

nities and society.

2 Pray that we might notice and take to heart small acts of hope and kindness, and that these might renew our
faith amid world events that inspire anger and despair.

3 “The Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where
he himself intended to go” (Luke 10:1). Respond to God’s call that we pool our gifts and resources to share

the good news of Jesus Christ, serve our neighbors in need and bear hope, peace and equity into the world.

4 Independence Day Give thanks for the freedoms we enjoy in the United States and for all those who work
to sustain them in our behalf. Pray that we might value our freedom and use it to benefit and uplift all people,

especially those excluded, forgotten and oppressed.

5 “Say to God, ‘How awesome are your deeds!” (Psalm 66:3). We can never proclaim too often God’s acts of
mercy, redemption and creativity throughout world history.

6 Give thanks to God for deacons, our siblings in Christ who serve as ministers of Word and Service. Pray for
their ministries in congregations, synods, social ministry organizations, chaplaincy ministries, seminaries, colleg-

es, universities and ELCA Global Mission — wherever their diverse gifts are needed in our church and society.

7 Pray for the people and communities, especially in southern Mexico, that suffered devastation and loss of life
from Hurricane Agatha.

8 “So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for those of the
family of faith” (Galatians 6:10). Pray that our faith and gratitude for God’s love might move us to care for peo-

ple — in our communities of faith and everywhere else — who face difficult situations.

9 Remember our neighbors in Ethiopia and Ukraine who are displaced in their own countries and hope to re-
settle in their home communities or elsewhere. Pray that their faith, their hope and the support of those ac-

companying them will sustain them through difficult, wearisome and dangerous times.

10 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself’ (Luke 10:27). Pray that our love for God will be mirrored
daily by our acts of love and concern for our neighbor, especially those who are needy, suffering and passed

over.
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I'l Give thanks that through the work and witness of our global companions and ELCA Global Mission, we
might proclaim God’s love and presence in the world, build relationships, renew and transform lives, stir

hope and respond to the needs of our most vulnerable neighbors.

|2 Pray that the Spirit will instill in us appreciation and concern for ELCA congregations and ministries
across the country as well as the other faith communities of our siblings in Christ. Ask God to help us affirm
one another, encourage one another and share generously our assets and wisdom for doing God’s work in

the world.

I3 Thank God for our special relationship with The United Methodist Church, a full communion partner
with the ELCA since 2009. Pray for the church’s members and leaders, that together they will find strength
and resources for the work of sharing the gospel and serving our neighbor, especially in these challenging

times.

|4 Pray for musicians and worship leaders participating in Augsburg Fortress Summer Music Clinics. Give
thanks for their unique gifts that enrich our worship life, inspire faith, facilitate opportunities for using our

own gifts and help us express ourselves to God.

I5 Pray that the Spirit will soften our hardness and self-reliance and create in us a receptive and eager spirit
as we study God’s ways, seek wisdom and truth, and learn from one another how to be faithful disciples of

Jesus Christ.

|6 Pray for the ELCA Interim Ministry Association and Lutheran Transitional Ministry Association, which
train and support pastors and interim leaders for serving congregations in times of transition, vacancy and

discernment.

|7 What distractions in your life draw you away from being mindful of God’s presence and activity in the
world? Pray that the Spirit will help us refocus our attention on God’s ever-present grace, the work to

which God is calling us and the needs and laments of people around us.

I8 Pray for the worship leaders and church musicians gathered for Lutheran Summer Music, the Association
of Lutheran Church Musicians’ annual conference at Valparaiso University in Indiana. Ask that their gifts will
be strengthened, that their imaginations will be stirred and that they will develop new skills for working with

all generations.

|9 Pray that, throughout life, we might understand and remain faithful to the ways of God —humility, persis-
tent love, and forgiveness of others. Pray that God will be patient with our weaknesses and guide us back

when we stumble or stray from these paths.

20 Give thanks for the work we do together across all expressions of our church — congregations, synods
and the churchwide organization. Pray that we might value and draw upon the unity and strength we have in
Christ and that, when we experience conflict or disappointment, we show grace and humility toward one

another, grounding ourselves once more in our bond as children of God, siblings in Christ.

21 Ask God to help us comprehend that we have the ability, wisdom and resources to address the root
causes of poverty and hunger in the world — especially when we work together and exercise generosity.
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22 Praise God for the beauty and complexity of the universe that stirs our awe, imagination and appreci-
ation, and for a creative power that stretches beyond our understanding.

23 God’s persistent, undeserved grace and mercy restore us every day. Praise and thank God!

24 Ask the Spirit to reassure us of God’s loving concern and attentiveness, especially when we feel the
burden of thinking our prayers need to be worded perfectly and meet the expectations of others.

25 Pray for pastors, church musicians, artists and lay leaders participating in the Conference on Worship,
Theology, and the Arts, sponsored by St. Olaf College in Minnesota, as they explore how the power of

imagination can change, challenge and inspire churches responding to COVID-19 and structural racism.

26 Give thanks for Scripture, the creeds, Lutheran confessional writings and the ELCA Confession of
Faith, which provide a foundation for our Christian faith, practice and witness and give expression to our

relationship with Jesus Christ, the risen son of God and savior of humanity.

27 Remember in prayer those confined in our jails, prisons and correctional facilities. Pray that they will
be treated justly and humanely, be renewed by the good news of Jesus Christ, and find hope and
strength in God’s love and mercy. Pray for the Spirit to help us extend our hospitality, acceptance and
support to people previously incarcerated as they do the challenging work of building new lives in our

communities.

28 Give thanks for musicians and artists who, through their creative gifts and work, proclaim the gospel,
inspire our faith and convey the experiences, emotions and needs of humankind.

29 Remember in prayer our neighbors who struggle financially and live with the uncertainty of how they
will support and care for themselves and their families. Pray that the Spirit will inspire us to respond with

respect for their dignity and to affirm our interdependence as children of God.

30 With humility and joyful hearts, give thanks for God’s steadfast love, which sustains and strengthens
us through the twists and turns of our baptismal journey.

31 Pray that we might find identity, value, purpose and hope in God and not in accumulating short-lived
wealth, possessions and power.
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