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  Then Jesus told this story to some who had great 

self-confidence and scorned everyone else: Two men 

went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and 

the other was a dishonest tax collector.  The proud 

Pharisee stood by himself and prayed this prayer: 'I 

thank you, God, that I am not a sinner like everyone 

else, especially like that tax collector over there! 

For I never cheat, I don't sin, I don't commit 

adultery, I fast twice a week, and I give you a 

tenth of my income.'  But the tax collector stood at 

a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to 

heaven as he prayed. Instead, he beat his chest in 

sorrow, saying, 'O God, be merciful to me, for I am 

a sinner.' I tell you, this sinner, not the 

Pharisee, returned home justified before God. For 

the proud will be humbled, but the humble will be 

honored.                                              

Luke 18:9-14 (NLT) 

 

Characteristics of those who follow Christ in 

theory only 
 

1. They want to be seen as virtuous more than 
to be virtuous 

 

  The proud Pharisee stood by himself and prayed 

this prayer: 'I thank you, God, that I am not a 

sinner like everyone else, especially like that tax 

collector over there! For I never cheat, I don't 

sin, I don't commit adultery, I fast twice a week, 

and I give you a tenth of my income.'                

Luke 18:11-12 (NLT) 

 

 

 

 

2. They feel good about themselves by 
comparing themselves to others  

 

  Then Jesus told this story to some who had great 

self-confidence and scorned everyone else.  

      Luke 18:9 (NLT) 
 

 If I could speak in any language in heaven or on 

earth but didn't love others, I would only be making 

meaningless noise like a loud gong or a clanging 

cymbal.                                           

           1 Corinthians 13:1 

(NLT) 

 

 

 

Characteristics of those who follow Christ in 

the Spirit 
 

1. They are empowered for living 
 

  For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but 

a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.                                   

                2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) 

 

 

2. They are driven by love 
 

  For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but 

a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.                                 

                2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) 
 

  Jesus replied,  'You must love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, all your soul, and all your 

mind.'  This is the first and greatest commandment.  

A second is equally important: 'Love your neighbor 

as yourself.'    Matthew 22:37-39 (NLT) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. They are transformed through training 
 

  For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but 

a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.                                      

                2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV) 
 



    Don't copy the behavior and customs of this 

world, but let God transform you into a new person 

by changing the way you think. Then you will know 

what God wants you to do…                           

Romans 12:2 (NLT) 
 

  Everyone who competes in the games goes into 

strict training. They do it to get a crown that will 

not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last 

forever.          

                                              

1 Corinthians 9:25 (NIV) 
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