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Freedom #1: You Have Nothing to Prove
Galatians 1:1–10
Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ 
and God the Father, who raised him from the dead—and all the brothers 
and sisters with me, To the churches in Galatia: Grace and peace to you 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for 
our sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of 
our God and Father, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting (GK: 
metatithesthe-as in a military desertion) the one who called you to live 
in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel—which 
is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into 
confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or 
an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we 
preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! As we have already 
said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other 
than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! Am I now 
trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I 
trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I 
would not be a servant of Christ.

1) You have nothing to prove
Romans 5:17 Death ruled like a king because Adam had sinned. But 
that cannot compare with what Jesus Christ has done. God has treated 
us with undeserved grace, and he has accepted us because of 
Jesus. And so we will live and rule like kings.
Titus 3:5 He saved us because of his mercy, not because of good 
deeds we did to be right with God. He saved us through the washing 
that made us new people. He saved us by making us new through the 
Holy Spirit.

2) You have nothing to lose
Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

3) You have nothing to hide
Romans 3:24 Yet God, in his grace, freely makes us right in his sight. 
He did this through Christ Jesus when he freed us from the penalty for 
our sins.

1) The law condemns the best person; grace saves the the worst person. 
(1 Tim. 1:15) Why can’t our moral goodness save us? Why do we need 
grace?

2) Do you ever feel like you can never measure up—like you best is never 
good enough? What might be oppressive about these feelings?

3) Read Romans 5:17. What does it mean when Paul says that God “has 
accepted us because of Jesus?” 

4) How do you navigate the apparent contradiction between your failure to 
meet God’s moral standards and God’s acceptance and justification of 
you—declaring you to be holy?
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Continue the Conversation! Here are some questions to get you 

Galatians: 
•Paul’s first and earliest letter.
•Gallic Celts, Gauls = Galatia
•“Magna Charta of Christian Liberty”
•“the cornerstone of the Protestant Reformation.” 
•Martin Luther: “Galatians…is my Kathrine.”
•Answers the question: “What must I do to be saved?”

Justification by faith, alone. 
Habakuk 2:4 Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the 
righteous live by their faith.
Habakuk 2:4 (The Message) Look at that man, bloated by self-
importance— full of himself but soul-empty. But the person in right 
standing before God through loyal and steady believing is fully 
alive, really alive.

Grace: The Christian Distinctive  
Matthew 20:13–16
“He answered one of them, ‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair! Didn’t you 
agree to work all day for the usual wage? Take your money and go. I 
wanted to pay this last worker the same as you. Is it against the law for 
me to do what I want with my money? Should you be jealous because I 
am kind to others?’ “So those who are last now will be first then, and 
those who are first will be last.
Mark 12:43 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I tell you the 
truth, this poor widow has given more than all the others…
Luke 15:4–5 If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, 
what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine others in the wilderness 
and go to search for the one that is lost until he finds it? And when he 
has found it, he will joyfully carry it home on his shoulders.
John 8:4–5,10–11 “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 
adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now 
what do you say?”
Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no 
one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I 
condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”


