
   

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of 
God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith 
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping 
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our 
community and in our world. 

Pastor’s Message 
A few weeks ago, we read the story of Mary and Martha. While Mary sat at Jesus’ feet, listening to him teach, 
Martha was busy, “distracted by her many tasks.” Through no fault of our own, it is entirely too easy for us to get 
distracted by our many tasks, even to the point of losing sight of why we work at those tasks to begin with. This is 
why the story remains so important and timely.  

This is as true of congregations as it is of people. Every so often, it is good for a congregation to sit at Jesus’ feet, 
so to speak, and examine what it is called to do and how it is called to do it. For all of its other consequences, the 
COVID pandemic has presented us with a chance to do just that. We were handed an enforced break from our 
“many tasks” for a year and a half while the building was closed: a time to sit back and think about what happens 
here that is important to us, and why. 

Over the last year, much of our focus has been on getting “back:” “back” to in-person worship, “back” to what we were doing before, 
“back” to normal. Now that we’ve gotten “back” in so many ways, the time is ripe for us to wonder how we will move forward. As we 
engage in this work of reflection and contemplation, we will need to draw on those lessons and experiences that each of us took 
away from that time away, that time many of us have worked so hard to put behind us. 

I’d like to invite you to wonder with me:  

• What did you miss most about Agnus Dei during the building closure?  

• What did you not miss as much as you thought you would?  

• How do you think the world has changed through this experience?  

• How is God calling you to be in this new world? 

• What is a congregation? What is its purpose? 

• How is Agnus Dei meeting (or not meeting) that purpose? 

Over the years, we’ve gotten very busy with many tasks. We’ve taken on a lot of responsibilities, lots of commitments, lots of projects 
and programs, lots of ideas and dreams. As we move forward, it may be helpful for us to “unload our theological core,” to unpack the 
things we’ve been carrying with us and to consider whether they are still worthwhile, or whether we can let them go; to wonder if 
they are helping us move forward, or holding us back.  

None of this work can be done without listening. It is time for us to listen. Listen to God. Listen to ourselves. Listen to one another. 
God has called us into this community for a purpose, a reason, and because we are called together, we can only find the way forward 
together. Out of our many different ideas and hopes and expectations and dreams, if we listen carefully, we may be able to see and 
hear the Spirit at work, tugging us gently where those diverse experiences align.  

Over the coming months, I and the Church Council will be working to help us have some conversations to help us listen to one 
another. I hope that, in anticipation of those conversations, you will also engage in some listening yourself. I invite you to prayerfully 
consider the questions above, and perhaps to talk to some of your friends at Agnus Dei about where those questions guide you, and 
where they have been guided themselves.  

I don’t know how long this process will take, or if it will ever truly be “concluded.” Nevertheless, I’m excited to see us step out in faith 
to follow where God is calling. May God bless us as we take the time to listen, and may we respond faithfully to the call to move 
forward. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Seth 
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Please let Pastor Seth know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would like to be con-
tacted please call the office at 253-851-6222 or email  pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org  
In an emergency, you can reach Pastor Seth at 253-448-3481. 

NEWS FROM YOUR COUNCIL: August 
Each year as the new council meets in July, Pastor does a brief orientation for new members and as a refresher for 
the rest of us.  Along with that, each council member picks a committee to be associated with as council rep.  Each 
council member is encouraged to be a part of their committee and is responsible for 
either producing or obtaining a report from their committee as meetings are held.  
Committee assignments for the next year are as follows.   

Worship: Sherry Stava, Faith Formation: Marilyn Colyar, Property Team: Denny Sapp, 
Stewardship: Gary Gemar, Hospitality: Linda Ribary, Personnel: Lynette Brentin, Service 
Committee: Charlene Franz, Inreach/Outreach: Linda Olson, Endowment: Dick Ohme. 

Want more information on a particular committee?  Then check with the council rep 
for more information.  

The Safe Parking Program is on track to start soon. A hand-washing station and 
portable toilet have been placed on the property. The parking slots for the program 
are located behind the church building under lights.  For more information contact 
Denny Sapp. 

Council is looking forward to our retreat in August to take time to reflect and celebrate 
what we have accomplished together.  And to undertake a discernment process for the upcoming year that 
includes reflection, renewal, and relationship building for our congregation. 

There continue to be many ways to stay involved in Sunday services this summer.  Below I have listed the 
individuals who coordinate the volunteer activities of the church.  Contact them for more information if you are 
interested in volunteering. 

Altar Guild (Kimberly Morgan), Assisting Ministers (Shari Shull), Lectors (Paula Davis), Stream Team/Sound System 
(Debbie Snowden), Ushers/Greeters (Lynette Brentin) Flowers (sign up in the hallway by the Parish Hall). 

Happy Summer! 

Thank you, 

Lynette Brentin 

Lynette Brentin 

Council President 

Special Congregational Meeting 

 Sunday, August 7, 11:15 am 

Topic: Joint Ecumenical Youth Group 
 Attend in-person or on Zoom using the meeting link: 

     https://bit.ly/ADLCmeeting 

https://bit.ly/ADLCmeeting
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Special Congregational Meeting 

This month, on August 7, our congregation will have a special meeting to vote whether or not to share in the Joint Youth 
Group ministry started this year. Before we come to that meeting, here is some background. 

 

This joint ministry was started by Agnus Dei, St. John’s Episcopal, Gig Harbor United Methodist, and Fox Island UCC in Jan-
uary of this year. Pr. Seth, Fr. Eric, Pr. Molly and Pr. Janet helped organize and lead monthly youth group activities 
through the school year for middle and high school students from our four congregations. They also convened a board, 
composed of the pastors and two lay members from each congregation, to determine if and how they wanted to move 
forward with a sustainable joint youth ministry. Denise Iversen and Jim Adair represented Agnus Dei on this board. 

 

The vision of the board for this program was to have separate weekly gatherings for both middle school and high school 
youth. They want to sustain a vital and engaging program by hiring a qualified, talented, energetic, full-time youth minis-
ter to lead it. They also recognized a need for the program to be explicitly open and affirming of LGBTQIA+ youth who 
would not be welcomed or valued for who they are at other Christian youth organizations in Gig Harbor. 

 

After several months of discussion and dreaming, the board for the joint youth group is preparing to begin interviewing 
candidates. Before they can commit to hiring and paying a staff person, they need commitments from the four congrega-
tions to be able to sustain the position. A number of private donors have also pledged money to help get this project off 
the ground. The board would to invite like each congregation to covenant to support the program financially for a 3-year 
pilot period to give the program time to get established. At that point, if it seems like a viable program, it will become 
permanent; if not, we will not be left supporting a failing program. 

 

The details of the program will be discussed at the congregational meeting, and can be found in the draft Memorandum 
of Understanding linked here: https://bit.ly/3S7wc3B. However, here are the basics: 

 

• The youth minister will be responsible for leading weekly gatherings for both middle and high school youth, as 
well as summer programs like mission trips. 

• Youth will be encouraged and supported in engaging in the congregation life of their own congregations. 

• The youth minister will rotate attendance at each of the four churches regularly, and occasionally preach and/
or speak, as well as provide monthly newsletter reports to update everyone on the program 

• By sharing resources for this program, all four congregations will be able to have access to a more vital, robust 
program than any of us could put together on our own, as well as modeling Christian unity for our younger 
members. 

  The stated goals for the program are: 

 Faith formation for youth 

 The fostering of healthy Christian community, inclusive of LGBTQ members 

 Instilling values for and practicing social and environmental justice 

 Maintaining a stable and dependable program and events 

 Helping our youth have fun together 

• Each congregation will support the program as they are able. Individual donors will help get the program go-
ing, but after the pilot period, the plan is to have the program supported entirely by member congregations 
(which may include others who wish to join in the future). This will result in an increase in our budget, but will 
also help us fulfill our commitment to support the faith lives and growth of our younger members. 

 

Please come to the meeting on August 7 to hear more about the program, ask questions, and help our congregation de-
cide on how best to support our youth! 

 

https://bit.ly/3S7wc3B
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In the Book of Exodus, we learn how the people that Moses 
brought out of Egypt built their sanctuary which included the 
tabernacle (its tent and its covering, its hooks and its boards, bars, 
pillars, and sockets), the ark and its poles, the mercy seat, the 
curtain of its screen, and the list goes on for another seven verses in 
Exodus 35: 13-19. There were so many different items that needed 
to be made that all persons that the Lord had given the skill and 
understanding to work on creating different kinds of things was 
going to be needed to complete the work. Bezalel and Oholiab were put in charge of getting 
the sanctuary built. 

With this many people ready to build something, there was a great need of materials 
for them to work with. Six verses were needed for the list of materials that the workers were 
going to need. According to Exodus 35:5 these materials were to be contributed by those who 
had a willing heart to give. Moses did not command that the people give to the construction, 
but only those who were of willing heart were asked to give. 

Now is where the real generosity part of the story comes to light. Remember Bezalel 
and Oholiab, the ones that were put in charge of the construction? They were the ones who 
would have had to go through all the donations to make sure they had everything that was 
needed. I can imagine that they might have thought they had a thankless job and would have 
to keep badgering Moses to go back to the people and ask for things that were still needed. 
But that didn’t happen.  

The people started bringing things and kept on bringing more and more until there was 
so much stuff lying around that there wasn’t going to be enough room to build the sanctuary. 
Actually, I made up this last part. Before it got to that point, all the skillful men who were 
performing the work went to Moses and told him that the people had already brought far 
more than was needed. Moses then had the enviable task of going back to the people and 
commanding them to stop bringing materials.  

As the stewardship team begins working on the annual fall campaign, I think it would 
be wonderful if we could tell everyone that not only have we met the budget, but we had 
commitments enough that we could do things we hadn’t thought possible. 

By the way, we do have a precedent for that happening in our congregation. When our 
Circle of Welcome group was gathering furniture, kitchen supplies and other materials for the 
refugee family we are sponsoring, so many things came in that the group had to tell the 
congregation that enough was enough. Even then there were more things than were needed. 
 

This story is found in Exodus 35:5-36:7. 
 

Mike Snowden, Stewardship 

WHAT HAPPENED TO EVANGELISM? 

During our council meeting in June we made revisions to the Organizational Chart of the church.  The word 

‘Evangelism’ often has a bad connotation attached to it.  What does it mean?  In many of our congregational 

meetings where we discussed evangelism, it was felt that it was important to take care of and connect to 

members of the congregation first, and then to the outside community.  To mirror that sentiment the council 

choose to rename the evangelism committee INREACH/OUTREACH, a more descriptive way of describing what 

evangelism means to us. 
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Kids Night Out– August 19, Join the Fun! 
This is a repeating monthly event on the third Fridays. The next Kids Night Out is scheduled for Friday, August 19, 
from 6 to 8 pm. This fun evening is planned for kids ages 4-12 to play at the church while their parents have a 
couple of hours to themselves. Games, crafts and snacks are always included. More volunteers are needed, if you 
would like to help with this event please contact Denny Sapp. If you have a child who would like to come, the 
registration link will be included in the Thursday emails for each of the two weeks prior to the event and is also on 
the Events page of our website.  These photos are from the last KNO on July 15 where the children enjoyed 
building structures with toothpicks and marshmallows; ate pizza, played outside with sidewalk chalk and listened 
to a story. A great time was had by all! 
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We Celebrate... 
AUGUST  BIRTHDAYS 

3 Kaylie Bigger 

5   Martia Ohme 

10 Sue Lubash 

11 Zoe Allen 

12 Micah Moore, Josie Nussbaum 

14 Debbie Bassett    

15 Sam Chakerian 

16  Jill Nealy-Moore, Giovanna Ortenzo 

17 Kyler McFarland, Kristin Page, Connie 
 Hummel, Arron Edelblute 

19 Loren Bell 

20 Maryfran Oakes 

21   Sharlene Evans 

22   Elsa Nesbit 

23 Dorothy Barelli  

24   Aidan Miller 

25   Unni Hardy, Gloria Hoiland 

27   Ed Baxter 

28 Nolan Lofgreen 

29 Paul Gross  

30 Noah Brentin 

31  Jesse Beaudette, Mary Mitchell 

  

AUGUST  ANNIVERSARIES 

2 Dennis and Ardith Johnson 

2 Linda Olson and Marc Lee 

4 Jesse and Maria Beaudette 

5 Jason and Maggie Rodgers 

5 Diana and Arron Edelblute 

7 Tom and Lori Leacy 

9 David and Mary Marquardt 

10 Denny and Anne Sapp 

11 Dick and Gail Brandt 

12 Peter and Jane Wagner 

13 Ehren and Mary Gossler 

18  Ashley and Francesco Ortenzo 

19  Tim and Rhonda Sobie 

20 Frank and Gloria Witt 

20 Shari and Bruce Shull 

23 Tom and Kathy Chakerian 

24 Jim and Cathy Adair 

27  Loren and Julie Bell 

29     Chuck and Margie Anderson 

30 Greg and Christina Brueckner 

 We remember in prayer: 
For comfort and healing: 

 Barbara Ausich 

 Deb Brueckner 

 Chiarra Buster 

 Audrey Clinton 

 Richard and Marilyn 
Hermstad 

 Connie Hummel 

 Ardith Johnson 

 Martha Johnson 

 Jack Oakes 

*      Sonja Miller 

 George Mitchell 

 Toni Ortenzo 

 Michi Ouichi 

 Joannah Powers 

 Ellis Rousseau 

 Anne Sapp 

 Johnny Tierny 

 Trudy Wagner 

 Eunice Werner 

In service to our country:  
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service 

Summer Choir 
 

Save the date and join the choir for the last 
Summer pick-up Choir on August 21 

 

Rehearse in the Sanctuary from 9:15 – 9:45 on 
Sunday morning to prepare music for worship.  

All are welcome!   

Sing to the Lord a new song! 
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Little Lambs Preschool  
A Mission of Agnus Dei Lutheran  
Little Lambs is on summer break now but enrollment for the 2022-23 school year continues 
through the summer. This year’s enrollment is going better than the last few years. A second 
2’s class was needed and now both are full. We have room for more students in our 3’s 
class, our 4/5’s class is full and there are only a couple of spots in our Pre K class. If you have a 
preschooler interested in our program please send them our way ASAP! 

Agnus Dei Book Group 

Seasons of Creation 

Seasons of Creation is coming in September.  There will be five Sundays to 
commemorate creation in worship and there will be two forums specifically 
doing so (September 18th and October 2nd).  More details will be coming soon. 
Until then, a thought from Duane Elgin:  

"Living simply is not about poverty or self-inflicted deprivation.  It's about living 
an examined life where one has determined what is truly important and 
enough...and then just let go of all the rest."    

Book group will be meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 11:15 on Sunday August 28th to discuss:   
The Making of Asian America by Erika Lee.  Please join us whether or not you read the book!  
All are welcome!  

 
In the past fifty years, Asian Americans have helped change the face of 
America and are now the fastest growing group in the United States. But 
as award-winning historian Erika Lee reminds us, Asian Americans also 
have deep roots in the country. The Making of Asian America tells the 
little-known history of Asian Americans and their role in American life, 
from the arrival of the first Asians in the Americas to the present-day.  

Annual Race For a Soldier 

Sunday, September 11 

As in years past, this annual event will no doubt impact travel to the building on that morning, we will 
publish the road closure details as soon as they are made available. 
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Are you a Thrivent member? 
So far this year, Agnus Dei has received over $3000 in Thrivent grants for various 
human concerns projects. These funds have gone a long way to extend our out-
reach in these monthly endeavors. To participate, a Thrivent member needs to 
have an idea and help to carry out the project along with other Agnus Dei mem-
bers. Each Thrivent member can apply for two-$250 grants per year. This money 
has been a great help in this time of tight finances. If you want to help, talk to Deb-
bie S, Linda R or Ronnie. We can help you find a project and helpers, too! 

 
Community Outreach Project Updates: 

 
Food Backpacks 4 Kids 
Tortillas are being  delivered to Food Backpacks 4 Kids two times a month. Ann and Jerry have a streamlined oper-
ation by purchasing at Costco. There will be a clothing give away later this summer, but no additional clothing is 
needed. 
 
Lunches for those leaving the ICE facility in Tacoma. 
Phyllis says we continue to take our turn monthly, with the text study group being faithful assemblers. If you 
would be willing to drive lunches to Tacoma, please let Phyllis know. 
 
Tiny House Village  
Thanks for your donations during the month of July of toys, craft supplies sand for the sandbox, and lots of bub-
bles. These items were provided for the children who currently live at the Tiny House Village. Jerry and Sheryl 
made several trips to the site at the corner of Orchard and 6th In Tacoma. This is a secure location, so you can’t 
go in, but if you drive near the gate you can see what a well planned village it is. There is a large poster on the 
fence that shows what’s inside. 
 
August School Supply Collection 
 
This year school supplies will be sent to Lutheran World Relief and also given to 
the YWCA /Tacoma for clients fleeing domestic abuse. LWR needs-are: unsharp-
ened pencils, non-gel pens, pink erasers, pencil sharpeners, blunt scissors. 12 
inch rulers, 16 or 24 pack crayons and 40 page spiral notebooks. Needs are the 
same for the YWCA plus they need large backpacks for middle school kids. 
Please bring items as early in the month as you can. 
 
September Service Project 
 
In Tacoma the Crystal Judson Center and the YWCA both help victims of domestic abuse. Not surprisingly, both 
agencies are short of basic items such as toilet paper, diapers, baby wipes, and laundry detergent. Staying clean is 
never ending! Our September project will be to collect those items and donate some to each agency. 
 
Many thanks for all your donations! 

 
Your Community Outreach Committee 

 
Phyllis, Charlene, Ann R, Linda R, Linda Z,  Sheryl C, Susan W, Jerry M , Debbie S and Ronnie  
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Thank you to the volunteers who serve in worship.  
More volunteers are needed in all areas  

and training is readily available.  
The following are the folks who are currently scheduling: 

Lynette Brentin—Ushers and Greeters 
Debbie Snowden—Stream Team and Sound System 

Shari Shull—Assisting Ministers 
Paula Davis—Lectors 

Kimberly Morgan—Altar Guild 
Please contact the office or call these folks directly if you are willing to serve.  
Flowers for worship are needed as well. The sign-up sheet is posted in the hallway across from the 
nametag board.  

Important reminders for In-person gatherings 

We Share the Air – Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All 
In our effort to make everyone welcome, please be aware the chemicals used in scented products make some people 
sick, especially those with fragrance sensitivities, asthma, allergies and other medical conditions. We ask our entire 
community to be mindful of this and refrain from using perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to 

Let’s Wear Our Nametags 
As a sign of hospitality to visitors, please remember to wear your nametag! If you are in need of a new nametag, 
please call or email the church office or leave a note on Cindy’s desk. 

 

Altar 
Guild 

Assisting 
Minister 

Lector 
Stream Team/ 

Sound 
Ushers/ 
Greeters 

Flowers 

August 7 10:00 AM Higgins/Lubash Phyllis Brandt 
Rebecca 

Crow 
Nussbaum Brentin Brentin 

August 14 10:00 AM Costanzo/Morgan Kathy Gemar 
Lynette 
Brentin 

Nussbaum Costanzo  

August 21 10:00 AM McCraw/Crow Bob Beals Marty Beert Snowden D. Sapp  

August 28 10:00 AM Shema/Nesbit Doug Page Chuck Carlson Snowden   

August Serve in Worship Schedule 
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All hybrid services are left on Agnus Dei’s YouTube channel for viewing at any time after the service.  

Hybrid: In-person and Online 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtbRox58Q606ZuCwNYA00Jg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtbRox58Q606ZuCwNYA00Jg
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The monthly newsletter of 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address 
changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals  

253-851-6222 office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

 

Church Staff  

 Pastor: Rev. Seth Novak 

   253-851-6222, pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org  

Minister of Music: Shari Shull, Deacon 

   253-851-6222, sharishull@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck 

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals 

    253-851-6222, office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Congregational President: Lynette Brentin 

Congregational Vice President: Linda Olson 

Council Secretary: Marlene Bridgforth 

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum 

Treasurer: Julie Bell 

Faith Community Nurse: Position Open 

Faith Community Nurse: Position Open 
 

 

 

 

 

Council 

Lynette Brentin, Marlene Bridgforth, Marilyn Colyar, Charlene Franz, 
Gary Gemar, Dick Ohme, Linda Olson, Linda Ribary, Denny Sapp,  
Sherry Stava 
 

 

Little Lambs Preschool  

Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore 

Email: lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan 

Little Lambs Board: Cathy Adair, Sue Horton, Nancy Johnson,  

Salli Middleton, Jerry Mjelde, Eiko Park 

 

 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


