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Welcome 
 
Hymn Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness  VU 375 
 

Refrain: 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
blow thro’ the wilderness calling and free, 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, 
Wind, Wind on the sea. 

 
1. You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

then you coaxed up the mountains, from the valleys of sleep; 
and over the eons you called to each thing: 
wake from your slumbers and rise on your wings. 
 
Refrain: 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
blow thro’ the wilderness calling and free, 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, 
Wind, Wind on the sea. 
 

2. You swept thro’ the desert, you stung with the sand, 
and you goaded your people with a law and a land; 
and when they were blinded with their idols and lies, 
then you spoke thro’ your prophets to open their eyes. 

 
Refrain: 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
blow thro’ the wilderness calling and free, 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, 
Wind, Wind on the sea. 
 

3. You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill, 
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still; 
and down in the city you called once again, 
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. 
 
Refrain: 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
blow thro’ the wilderness calling and free, 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, 
Wind, Wind on the sea. 



4. You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 
from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams, 
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes, 
with bold new decisions your people arise. 
 
Refrain: 
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, 
blow thro’ the wilderness calling and free, 
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, 
Wind, Wind on the sea. 

 
God's goodness is poured over us! 
God's blessings abound in our lives! 
In the darkness God abides with us. 
In the light God dances and shouts with us! 
Holy is God who is present with us at all times. 
We come grateful for God's presence and compassion. AMEN. 

 
Opening Prayer 
 

Holy one we gather together in this place of holiness  
Knowing that we can come with our fears, 
our doubts, and all the questions of our hearts. 
We come to hear words of peace, of hope, of joy that only you can offer. 
We come searching, to find the One who has been looking for us. 
It is in this place of openness we come knocking. 
We come to be embraced by the One whose heart is never locked. 

 
Hymn Spirit of the Living God  VU 376 
 

1. Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mould me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
2. Spirit of the living God, move among us all; 

make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love: 
humble, caring, selfless, sharing. 
Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love! 

 
Scripture Reading Luke 11:1-13 
 
1 Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to 
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 
2 And he said to them, “When you pray, say: 



 
“Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
3 Give us each day our daily bread,[b] 
4 and forgive us our sins, 

for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 
And lead us not into temptation.” 

 
5 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to 
him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 
6 for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 
7 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are 
with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 
8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because 
of his impudence[c] he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 
9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. 
10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it 
will be opened. 
11 What father among you, if his son asks for[d] a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 
12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 
13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
Reflection   Teach Us to Pray 
 
Hymn Spirit of Life  VU 381 
 

Spirit of Life, come unto me. 
Sing in my heart all the stirrings of compassion. 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea; move in the hand, 

giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close; wings set me free; 
Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me. 

 
Offering 
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
Closing Hymn Come O Fount of Every Blessing  VU 559 
 

1. Come, O Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing your grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing call for songs of endless praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 



Praise the mount; I’m fixed upon it, mount of God’s unfailing love. 
 

2. Here I pause in my sojourning, giving thanks for having come, 
come to trust, at every turning, God will guide me safely home. 
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God, 
came to rescue me from danger, precious presence, precious blood. 

 
3. O, to grace how great a debtor daily I am drawn anew! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to you. 
Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love I’ve known: 

 here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it, seal it for your very own. 
 
Benediction 
 
Beloved of God, you have been healed and forgiven. God has poured God's love upon 
you that you may be faithful disciples, offering healing love and forgiveness to all. Go in 
peace and may God's peace always be with you. AMEN. 
 
 
 
We pray because of trust in relationship with the father with God.  
The focus is the God to whom we pray - this God is holy, trustworthy, good and 
dependable. We trust that God will do more than we will do.  
Begin by focussing on who God is and what God does.  
 
That trust then gives the persistence for prayer. That is why we know we can keep on 
asking because we have that relationship.  
 
Relationships that are deep and abiding and trustworthy are ones where you can persist 
or ask for what you need. You can cast aside what might inhibit you in other 
relationships.  
 
IF To be human is to bare the image of God then that is the kind of people we should be 
- people who are trustworthy and who provide for others in need. 
Also ask and receive and be cared for. We have to know God to be good to be that kind 
of good in our lives.  
 
You can pray this without even thinking about it. Let God’s name be sacred.  
Hallowed be your name. - To the extent in which we align ourselves with God - God’s 
power essence is known in the world through us.  
 
Our own forgiving of others, our own relationship with others is found in how we 
represent God.  
 
This represents a trust and deep listening 
A promise that God is listening and paying attention and cares for us 



Listens to not only what we want but what we need.  
 


