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1 Corinthians 14:1, “Let love be your highest goal” (NLT). 
Luke 12:16-21, Jesus said, “There was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest. 17He 
asked himself, ‘What shall I do, for I do not have space to store my harvest?’ 18And he said, ‘This is 
what I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones. There I shall store all my grain and 
other goods 19and I shall say to myself, “Now as for you, you have so many good things stored up for 
many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool, this night your life will be 
demanded of you; and the things you have prepared, to whom will they belong?’ 21Thus will it be for the 
one who stores up treasure for himself but is not rich in what matters to God” (NABR). 
Galatians 5:6, “For when we place our faith in Christ Jesus . . . What is important is faith expressing 
itself in love” (NLT). 

If I Don’t Live A Life Of Loving God And Loving Others . . . 

1. Nothing I ___________________________ will matter. 

1 Corinthians 13:1, “If I could speak all the languages of earth and of angels, but didn’t love others, I 
would only be a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal” (NLT). 

2. Nothing I ___________________________ will matter. 

1 Corinthians 13:2a, , “If I had the gift of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s secret plans and 
possessed all knowledge . . . , but didn’t love others, I would be nothing” (NLT). 

3. Nothing I ___________________________ will matter. 

1 Corinthians 13:2b, “ . . . if I had such faith that I could move mountains, but didn’t love others, I would 
be nothing” (NLT). 
James 2:19, “You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the 
demons believe this, and they tremble in terror” (NLT). 
1 John 4:20, “If we say we love God, but hate others, we are liars. For we cannot love God, whom we 
have not seen, if we do not love others, whom we have seen” (GNT). 

4. Nothing I ___________________________ will matter. 

1 Corinthians 13:3, “If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast 
about it; but if I didn’t love others, I would have gained nothing” (NLT). 

5. Nothing I ___________________________ will matter. 

1 Corinthians 13:3b, “No matter what I say or what I believe or what I do, I'm bankrupt without love” 
(MES). 
1 Corinthians 14:1, “Let love be your highest goal” (NLT). 

What Is Love According To God And Scripture? 

1. Love is a ____________________________________ we obey. 

2 John 1:6, “Love means doing what God has commanded us, and He has commanded us to love one 
another” (NLT). 
• Love is not a _________________________. 
John 13:34-35, “So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have loved 
you, you should love each other. 35Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are My 
disciples” (NLT). 
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1 John 2:4, “If someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that person is a 
liar and is not living in the truth” (NLT). 

2. Love is a ____________________________________ we make. 

1 Corinthians 14:1, “Go after a life of love as if your life depended on it because it does” (MES). 
• We think love is ____________________________________. 
1 John 4:8, “There is no fear in love; perfect love drives out all fear” (GNT). 

3. Love is a  ___________________________________ we model. 

1 John 3:18, "Dear children, let’s not merely say that we love each other; let us show the truth by our 
actions” (NLT). 

4. Love is a ____________________________________ we fulfill. 

1 John 4:16, “God is love. If we keep on loving others, we will stay one in our hearts with God and He 
will stay one with us” (CEV). 

Five Practical Actions That Make Love Your Highest Goal 

1. Develop a relationship with God by having a ____________________________________________. 

Matthew 22:37,  Jesus said, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all 
your mind” (NLT). 
1 John 4:7b-8, “Love comes from God . . . . 8God is love” (NLT). 

2. _________________________________________________ to “love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Joshua 4:19-24, “The people crossed the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month. Then they camped 
at Gilgal, just east of Jericho. 20It was there at Gilgal that Joshua piled up the twelve stones taken from 
the Jordan River. 21Then Joshua said to the Israelites, “In the future your children will ask, ‘What do 
these stones mean?’ 22Then you can tell them, ‘This is where the Israelites crossed the Jordan on dry 
ground.’ 23For the Lord your God dried up the river right before your eyes, and he kept it dry until you 
were all across, just as he did at the Red Sea when he dried it up until we had all crossed over. 24He 
did this so all the nations of the earth might know that the Lord’s hand is powerful, and so you might 
fear the Lord your God forever.” 

3. _______________________________________________________ on love. 

1 John 4:8, “Anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love” (NLT). 
1 John 4:20b, “. . . if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see?” 
(NLT) 

4. Pick someone who is tough to love and __________________________ lovingly to them. 

Matthew 7:24-27,  “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and puts them into practice is 
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 
26But everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 
who built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell with a great crash” (NIV). 

5. Get ____________________________________________ who are loving people. 

Ephesians 5:2, “Keep company with God and learn a life of love. Observe how Christ loved us. His love 
was not cautious but extravagant. He didn't love in order to get something from us but to give 
everything of Himself to us” (MSG).  
1 Corinthians 13:13, “Three things will last forever — faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these is 
love” (NLT).
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