
 

What Is God Doing About Evil Today?          Pastor Tom   
~ Ezekiel 38-39           July 31, 2022 
 
  

Many years ago, I had the privilege of going to Cameroon in West Africa.  Our 

denomination of churches has had a mission there for nearly 100 years.  We now have schools, 

hospitals and churches.  There are many wonderful things to enjoy about Cameroon and its 

people.  I was there twice in 1990m 1991 for 2 weeks to show the Jesus film with a team.  So I 

Just barely dipped my toes into life in Africa.   

 Yet it was so memorable.  A couple of experiences strikes out.  One was military or police 

roadblocks.  We never knew when we would encounter the next roadblock.  They often set up 

after a bend in the road so you wouldn’t have time to get off the road if you wanted to avoid the 

police.  They would stop us and ask the driver about our business.  They would ask for papers or 

passports.  Sometimes, they just stopped cars because they could, and they wanted a bribe.  

Sometimes we waited awhile until they finally waved us through.  It was annoying yet I appreciated 

our guides’ ability to navigate these police check points.   

 Another difference occurred when we needed to get gas.  One morning, the guide 

communicated to us that we would be stopping for gas.  Well, no big deal.  We thought we’d just 

be going to a gas station.  But instead, the driver pulled over beside a field of sugar cane.   A 

mature crop of sugar cane can stand well over the height of a human.  The driver talked to this 

guy on the side of the road.  After the driver paid some cash, out of the sugar cane came these 

young men carrying 5 gallon drums filled with gas.  They filled up our vehicle with cheaper gas 

than you could buy in the gas stations.   That was memorable yet slightly illegal.   

I heard from the missionaries and the locals about some of this more open corruption that 

they dealt regularly.  

 I remember back in Canada talking with an African friend of mine about all this.  He came 

from Nigeria, just north of Cameroon.  So I shared with him that I was a bit shocked by the open 

corruption in Cameroon.  He acknowledged that in Africa some corruption is pretty obvious. But 

in Canada, we have institutionalized corruption.  So it’s not as obvious yet it still exists.   



 

 I’ve never forgotten his observation.  We North Americans like to think we are so further 

advanced than some other countries.  But we’re actually not so different.  We have similar 

problems.  They just manifest in different ways.   

 Think about the institutionalized corruption that can exist in an organization, government 

department, business or university, charity or even churches.  Maybe lying is okay.  Showing 

favoritism might be okay.  Passing laws that go contrary to God’s Word is okay.   Harassment is 

tolerated.  Bullying is overlooked.  The individual feels powerless against corrupt institutions. 

 Add to that the relativism of our society that we talked about last week; the addiction to 

materialism; the injustice of some decisions; the oppression of the poor and vulnerable.  These 

are all part of the evil in our society.   We recognize that the devil and the spiritual forces of evil 

are behind a lot of them.      

Sometimes this evil and corruption touches our lives.  So we’re overlooked for a job or 

promotion because of some favoritism in the workplace.  Or we can’t find a doctor because of 

some political decision that limits access to further care.  Or our taxes go up with little explanation.  

Or a family is struck with tragedy because of an impaired driver while families all around us go on 

with normal life.  What is God doing about evil and the devil today?  

Well, I’m here to tell you that God has already done something about evil; God is doing 

something about evil; God will be doing something ultimate and decisive with evil that will 

eliminate it forever.   

The next passage in our Ezekiel study raises this issue.  Here we will discover what God will 

ultimately do about evil in the last day.  Then we will think about how God’s promise to decisively 

defeat evil in the future, can help us live by grace with hope.   

So here’s what I will try to prove today.  Since the Lord will destroy evil someday, we can 

live with hope by grace today.  By evil, I mean the beings and powers opposed to God.  This 

includes the devil; the spiritual forces of evil; death; sin; the world.  By destroy, I mean ultimate 

and total defeat followed by judgement.  Evil beings or forces will have no future ability to torment, 

deceive or oppress ever again.   



 

We are going to read three passages today.  First, we will read Genesis 10:1-2.  Second, we 

will read Ezekiel 38 – Page 618 in the Bibles.  Then we will read Revelation 20:7-10; Page 878 in 

the Bibles.   

 
Genesis 10:1-2  (ESV)   

10 These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were 
born to them after the flood.  2 The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, 
Meshech, and Tiras. 

 
Ezekiel 38 (ESV)   

38 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, set your face toward Gog, of the 
land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him 3 and 
say, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of 
Meshech and Tubal. 4 And I will turn you about and put hooks into your jaws, and I will 
bring you out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed in full armor, 
a great host, all of them with buckler and shield, wielding swords. 5 Persia, Cush, and Put 
are with them, all of them with shield and helmet; 6 Gomer and all his hordes; Beth-
togarmah from the uttermost parts of the north with all his hordes—many peoples are 
with you. 

7 “Be ready and keep ready, you and all your hosts that are assembled about you, and be 
a guard for them. 8 After many days you will be mustered. In the latter years you will go 
against the land that is restored from war, the land whose people were gathered from 
many peoples upon the mountains of Israel, which had been a continual waste. Its people 
were brought out from the peoples and now dwell securely, all of them. 9 You will 
advance, coming on like a storm. You will be like a cloud covering the land, you and all 
your hordes, and many peoples with you. 

10 “Thus says the Lord GOD: On that day, thoughts will come into your mind, and you will 
devise an evil scheme 11 and say, ‘I will go up against the land of unwalled villages. I will 
fall upon the quiet people who dwell securely, all of them dwelling without walls, and 
having no bars or gates,’ 12 to seize spoil and carry off plunder, to turn your hand 
against the waste places that are now inhabited, and the people who were gathered from 
the nations, who have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell at the center of the 
earth. 13 Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all its leaders[c] will say to 
you, ‘Have you come to seize spoil? Have you assembled your hosts to carry off plunder, 
to carry away silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods, to seize great spoil?’ 

14 “Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say to Gog, Thus says the Lord GOD: On that 
day when my people Israel are dwelling securely, will you not know it? 15 You will come 
from your place out of the uttermost parts of the north, you and many peoples with 
you, all of them riding on horses, a great host, a mighty army. 16 You will come up against 
my people Israel, like a cloud covering the land. In the latter days I will bring you against 
my land, that the nations may know me, when through you, O Gog, I vindicate my 
holiness before their eyes. 

17 “Thus says the Lord GOD: Are you he of whom I spoke in former days by my servants 
the prophets of Israel, who in those days prophesied for years that I would bring you 
against them? 18 But on that day, the day that Gog shall come against the land of Israel, 
declares the Lord GOD, my wrath will be roused in my anger. 19 For in my jealousy and in 
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my blazing wrath I declare, On that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of 
Israel. 20 The fish of the sea and the birds of the heavens and the beasts of the field and 
all creeping things that creep on the ground, and all the people who are on the face of the 
earth, shall quake at my presence. And the mountains shall be thrown down, and the 
cliffs shall fall, and every wall shall tumble to the ground. 21 I will summon a sword 
against Gog[d] on all my mountains, declares the Lord GOD. Every man's sword will be 
against his brother. 22 With pestilence and bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him, 
and I will rain upon him and his hordes and the many peoples who are with him torrential 
rains and hailstones, fire and sulfur. 23 So I will show my greatness and my holiness 
and make myself known in the eyes of many nations. Then they will know that I am 
the LORD. 

 
Revelation 20:7-10 (ESV)   

7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and 
will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 9 And they 
marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints 
and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, 10 and the 
devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast 
and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 

 
Remember, I entitled this series, “Ezekiel: The Weirdest book in the Bible?”  Well chapter 38 lives 

up to the name.  So we’ll try to understand it by looking for evidence that God is doing something 

about evil.   

 So in verse 1, Ezekiel recounts another word from the Lord.  The Lord instructs Ezekiel to 

turn his face towards someone called Gog of the land of Magog.  He is known as the chief prince 

of Meschech and Tubal.  So this Gog in Ezekiel is some sort of prince.  All these people from 

different nations join him for battle.  He lives in a land called Magog.  You may have noticed that 

Magog, Meschech and Tubal, all showed up in Genesis 10:2.  They were actual people groups 

descended from Noah’s son Japheth.  They lived north of Israel likely in modern day Turkey on 

the south side of the Black Sea.  According to verse 5, Persia (Iran), Cush (or Ethiopia) and Put 

(or Libya) are with Gog.  Mogog, Meschech and Tubal to the North of Israel.  Iran is to Israel’s 

east; Ethiopia is to the south and Libya is to the west.  So you’ve got nations from the four compass 

points joining this coalition against God’s people.   

 But who is this Gog person?  Well its unlikely that he actually existed during Ezekiel’s time.  

He will come in the future.  There may be a person who fulfills the role of Gog in the future.  But 

more important is the power behind Gog.  He represents a Satan empowered threat that want to 
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strike the Lord’s inheritance and His people.  He wants to devour them for his god Satan.   In 

some ways, Gog is a combination of the entire prophetic teaching of rebellious nations.  One 

commentator notes how Gog acts like the ultimate Pharoah with a hard and selfish heart like the 

Pharaoh of Exodus.  The picture in your bulletin from the Bible Project represents this Gog figure.  

He is an evil king with a super army out to destroy God’s people.   

 Yet notice even in these first verses there is hope.  God is opposed to Gog.  Verse 3 – 

Behold I am against you, O Gog.”  Then notice the Lord is in charge of Gog.   Verse 4.  “I will turn 

you about and put hooks in your jaws and I will bring you out.”  Ezekiel portrays Gog like a prisoner 

of war.  God will use him and his army for His purposes.     

 So we have Gog the evil prince leading armies from the four corners of the earth.  They 

come to ravage God’s people in verses 8 and 9.  Ezekiel describes a land restored from war; a 

people gathered from many people.  They lived on the mountains of Israel which had been a 

continual waste.  Ezekiel portrayed this image of hope and restoration to the exiles.  Notice the 

end of verse 8 - Its people were brought out from the peoples and now dwell securely, all of them.  

These are the restored people of God. But Gog is coming. Verse 9.  

 Then in verse 11, we’re told an alarming detail.  God’s people are defenseless.  They have 

no army; no walled cities; no gates; no bars covering windows.   They seem like easy prey for 

Gog’s armies.  How can the Lord say they are a quiet people who dwell securely?  Unless, they 

know something.  Unless they have learned to place their complete trust in the Lord’s protection.   

 Yet Gog thinks he and his army will have easy pickings.  So do others.  Merchants and 

traders who see Gog’s army approach.  They conclude it will succeed in plundering Israel.  It 

seems that they look to join the seizure of great spoil according to verse 13.    

 Then in verse 14-16, the Lord predicts the attack of Gog and his armies against his people 

like a cloud covering the land.  So Gog will certainly conquer it seems.  But things change in verse 

16.   The Lord declares, “In the latter days I will bring you against my land, that the nations may 

know me, when through you, O Gog, I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.”  What?  “God, I 



 

think you’re a bit off on that one.  It’s more likely that Gog will further stain your holiness because 

you’re people are about to get conquered again.”   

 But then the Lord drops the bombshell in verse 18.  “But on that day, my wrath will be 

roused in my anger.  Verse 19 – For in my jealousy (that’s the good kind of jealousy – the jealousy 

for the good and protection of another – not the jealousy of others).  In my jealousy and in my 

blazing wrath, there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel.  All living creatures will feel 

it.  And the mountains and cliffs shall fall.”  Well a massive earthquake would put a dent in any 

attacking army.   

Verse 21 – “I will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares the Lord 

GOD.  Every man’s sword will be against his brother.”  Oh, well that would really slow an army 

down if they started killing each other.  If that’s not enough the Lord will blast Gog’s super army 

with pestilence, bloodshed, torrential rains, hailstones, fire and sulfur.”  Verse 22.  Gog and his 

army will be completely wiped out.  The bottom part of that picture shows the aftermath of the 

battle.   

They are not just stunned.  They are dead.  Ezekiel 39 contains a graphic description of 

Gog’s wiped-out army.  They will never rise again.  They Israelites will live off the plunder.    This 

will happen after many days in the latter years.   

Think about how this word would impact the exiles – living in Babylon; A nation that scorns 

God rules the world.  The Israelites have heard of Jerusalem’s destruction and the end of 

Solomon’s temple.   They have no king and little hope of restoration.  But the Lord promises not 

only to deal with Babylon; not only will He restore them as a people; He will once for all deal with 

evil.    

Then in Revelation 20, the apostle John uses images from Ezekiel 38-39 to describe this 

last battle.  Satan is released from his prison and will come out to deceive the nations from the 

four corners of the earth.  John calls them Gog and Magog (to bring his readers back to Ezekiel 

38 and 39).  And Satan leads this massive army against the saints and the beloved city  But fire 

comes down from heaven to destroy them  Satan is thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur, never 



 

to torment anyone again but to suffer torment himself.  This is a dramatic picture of the Lord’s 

decisive defeat of evil on the last day. 

Since the Lord will destroy evil someday, we can live with hope by grace today.  

How?  I hope you experience a little hope as you pondered this future reality of the downfall of 

Satan and all his hordes.  Anyone?   

But there is that other little thing that we have to deal with until that last day comes.  It’s 

called life.  We still have to live in a time where the devil and his hordes rage away at us and 

corrupt institutions that spread lies and deception.  People think relativism is actually a good thing.  

It’s great God will destroy evil someday.  What is God doing about evil and the devil today?   This 

6 actions will encourage you. 

1 – Christ, through His death and resurrection, has already decisively defeated Satan. 1 

Colossians 2:14-15 state “Christ cancelled the record of debt that stood against us with its legal 

demands.  This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.  He disarmed the rulers and authorities and 

put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.”  So Jesus nailed our sins to the cross 

and took all the condemnation weapons out of Satan’s hand.  He can no longer condemn 

Christians or point out our guilt.  He can rage against us but he can’t condemn like a prosecutor 

coming to take us to some labor camp.  So remember, Jesus already decisively defeated the devil 

on the cross.   

2 – Christ defeats Satan and evil now through Christians who believe in Him and put on 

the full armor of God.  Ephesians 6:10-13 – “10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 

might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the 

devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand firm.”   So we take Christ’s decisive victory won over Satan on the cross.  We 

 
1 This message from John Piper on Romans 16:20 got me started on these application points.   
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apply it by faith in our battles against the devil.   We fight by believing, by putting on God’s armor, by the 

Word of God or sword of the Spirit and by prayer.   

3 – God defeats Satan and evil today by redirecting evil intentions for His good purposes.  

We just saw this in Ezekiel 38 where Gog thought he would plunder a defenseless people.  God 

used Gog’s evil intentions for His own purposes – to glorify Himself before the nations.  Or 

remember what Joseph said to his brothers after they had sold him into slavery and he rescued 

them?  Genesis 50:20 – “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 

bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”  The religious leaders, 

with evil intentions, opposed Jesus and convinced the Romans to crucify Him.  But God used 

those evil intentions to accomplish the greatest saving act in history.   

4 – Jesus defeats Satan now by progressively destroying the works of the devil.   1 John 

3:8“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.”  We can actually 

join Jesus in this work especially through prayer and the other spiritual weapons of warfare.  2 

Corinthians 10:3-6  3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 For 

the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy 

arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive 

to obey Christ. 

5. Satan Will Finally Be Destroyed and Thrown into the Lake of Fire Never to Deceive or 

Torment the World Again.  Revelation 20:7.  Romans 16:20. “The God of peace will soon crush 

Satan under your feet.”    

6 – When God’s people live with hope by the grace God supplies to sustain them through 

Satan’s rage, Satan and evil are defeated.  When you live with hope despite Satan’s rage, the 

devil is defeated.  Hebrews 6:17-20 - 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of 

the promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two 

unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong 

encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of 

the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner 

on our behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 



 

 So God cannot lie.  He promised to decisively defeat Satan and his forces.  He promises to sustain 

us with His grace until that day.  So we have a sure and solid reason to live with hope by grace. 

 If you’re not a Christian, you may have concluded that God’s blessings and protection are 

beyond you.  You may think you have to have everything together to earn a place on God’s side 

and at His table.  News flash – none of us earned a place at God’s table.  He saved us by His 

grace.  He brought us near because Jesus gave Himself up on the cross to pay for our sins.  By 

his blood, we are forgiven and brought into God’s family.   Therefore, you need to stop trusting 

your earnings, merits, and accomplishments – instead put your life trust onto Jesus and His work.  

Then God rescues you like He will His people when Gog’s army approaches.   You begin the 

journey of life with Jesus as your Lord and guide.  

Since the Lord will destroy evil someday, we can live with hope by grace today.  

 

Romans 15:13 - May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

 

 


