
1 
 

What reward do you have? 
“Questions Jesus Asked”  

Matthew 5:43-48 

Scott Currie 

CBC 

July 31, 2022 

Intro 
[SHOW TITLE SLIDE 01] 

Good morning! Recall, that the purpose of this sermon series is: 

[SHOW SLIDE 02] 

Purpose: 
Each Sunday, to enter the life of Jesus by means of observing his strategic use of questions. 

[SHOW SLIDE 03] 

By doing so then we hope: 

Goals: 
To think well, worship well and live well. 

I could spend most of our time today just camped on these ideas because they are so good. I think we 

would all be helped if we approached every Sunday like this or every time we open Scripture on our 

own or with our Community Group. Thinking well results from being challenged by God’s truth. This is 

an essential part of our transformation. Paul explains this in Romans 12:2. To avoid being conformed 

to this world, we need our minds – our thinking – transformed. Only then can we know the will of God. 

Sitting at the feet of Jesus, really sitting there – stilling our minds, focusing, concentrating, listening 

carefully for his voice – is how we can discover how our thinking needs correcting.  

But just as important as listening carefully to the teaching of Jesus is the realization that Jesus is not 

just a teacher. This is where we need to be careful. If we rely only on the teaching of Jesus and are 

satisfied by having our thinking challenged, we lose sight of the fact that Jesus offers us way more 

than just good teaching. In fact, this is what separates him from everything and everyone else that 

claims to teach the truth. Not only does Jesus teach truth but he provides us with the condition to 

accept that truth. This is what we mean by referring to Jesus as our Saviour. He didn’t just teach us 

the truth but by necessity – that is because we were utterly helpless on our own because of our sin – 

Jesus also died for us and rose again so that by his power we can receive his truth. That is why we 

must also grow in our ability to worship well. He is here. He is speaking. He is the one who is still 

teaching because we need both his words and his presence. 

Even then, we have not reached the end of God’s resources. Once we have encountered God’s truth 

and the conditions to receive the truth, God motivates us to respond to that truth. Christianity is not 
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simply an exercise in the intellect. It is not simply informative. Christian truth is transformative. The 

transformative effects are revealed through how we respond, how we live and we haven’t really heard 

Jesus if we don’t see how we might live better. 

[Title slide 04] 

So, let’s pray that each of us chooses to enter into the life of Jesus by means of observing his strategic 

use of questions so that we may think well, worship well and live well. OK? Deal? 

I want to comment on one other thing before we dig into our text for today: the nature of a question. 

Questions require us to work. I think we would prefer it to be a little easier. We ask Jesus the questions 

then sit back and let him respond. We are the audience. Questions don’t permit an audience? Lectures 

have an audience. Stories have an audience. Questions have replies. By asking questions, Jesus 

invites us to work but if we are willing to do that work – that is, to formulate an answer – we will be in 

a better position to think well, worship well and live well as a response to Jesus’ instruction, presence, 

and example. 

Let’s do a little work today. 

Body 
Here’s the big picture for today: 

 Jesus challenges his audience to “be perfect […] as your heavenly father is perfect” = ACT LIKE 

DAD! 

 Being like the Father is possible if we are his children. 

 To act like his children we need to raise our standards from 

o Loving those who love us. 

o Greeting only our “brothers and sisters” 

 To act like his children we must commit to two things: 

o Love your enemies. 

o Pray for those who persecute you. 

 To summarize it in a very practical manner, Jesus asks: What reward do you have? 

o Human likeness 

o The Father’s likeness 

Jesus begins this section of his teaching with a provocative statement: 

[SHOW SLIDE 05] 

 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.” 

I’m going to save us some time today and just let you know that Jesus is not quoting the Hebrew 

Scriptures. The text on which this teaching of Jesus is based is found in Leviticus 19. Specifically, verse 

18 reads. 

[SHOW SLIDE 06] 
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You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love 

your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD (Lev19.18). 

This chapter is full of instructions mainly about how to treat fellow Hebrews, but it also provides 

directions on how to treat those who are not Hebrews. But there is nothing about hating anyone in 

the text. So what is going on? 

Jesus is not dealing with biblical text but with how people are interpreting it. To some, it seemed 

logical to conclude that if you love one group then it might not be a stretch to hate another group. The 

safest group to propose that people hate are enemies, right? That’s a no-brainer, isn’t it? Apparently, 

they were so excited about this idea, so confident that this fit with the word of God that they were 

spreading it around. It was common enough that Jesus could refer to it. 

Though the text doesn’t directly suggest this, I think Jesus probably paused here for a moment. I think 

Jesus wanted his audience to sit with this for a moment. Just because we don’t have anything explicit 

in our particular texts, I think it is safe to assume that almost everyone back then and today knows 

what it is like to hate an enemy. 

[SHOW SLIDE 07] 

Who is your enemy? 

In that pause, I’m sure, his audience back then would have thoughts, “OK! Now we are getting 

somewhere! Now you are talking Jesus! Yes! Let’s talk about those dirty, good-for-nothing Romans 

and those ignorant, polytheistic Greeks and those low-down miserable tax collectors. Yeah, let’s call 

down God’s judgement on them, right! That is what we are used to doing! Our Hebrew Scriptures are 

full of it.” 

Maybe even today, some of us may have experienced a little shot of adrenalin at the mention of the 

word enemy. Maybe we are thinking of those who have different opinions on vaccinations. Maybe we 

are thinking about those who have different political views, or views about sexuality, gender, or 

abortion. Feeling uncomfortable yet? The Hebrew Scriptures are full of condemnation of the enemy. 

Listen to these texts. 

In Genesis 14, the priest-king Melchizedek blessed Abram with these words: 

Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 

Possessor of heaven and earth; 

and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” (Gen14.19-20) 

 

That’s what God does with enemies, deliver them into the hands of his people, right? Defeats them! 

When God was preparing the nation of Israel to enter the Promised Land, he told them that if they are 

obedient to his voice, 

I will send my terror before you and will throw into confusion all the people against whom you shall 

come, and I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you. (Ex23.27) 
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God promises again to act so that the enemies of the Hebrew people will be thwarted even before 

they have to encounter them. God protects his people from their enemies. 

And then there are the Psalms, oh, the Psalms. 

Rise up, O LORD! 

Deliver me, O my God! 
For you strike all my enemies on the cheek; 

you break the teeth of the wicked (3.7). 
 

O my God, in you I trust; 

do not let me be put to shame; 
do not let my enemies exult over me (25.2). 

 

The LORD protects them and keeps them alive; 

they are called happy in the land. 

You do not give them up to the will of their enemies (41.2). 
 

For he has delivered me from every trouble, 

and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies (54.7). 
 

In your steadfast love cut off my enemies, 
and destroy all my adversaries, 

for I am your servant (143.12). 

 

So who is your enemy? Who is the one you want to be defeated? That politician who promotes 

policies that you think are wrong? That boss who doesn’t appreciate your talents and abilities? That 

co-worker who refuses to give credit where credit is due? Who? Who is your enemy? Who do you hate?  

Don’t forget now, that we are committed to doing the work of entering into the life of Jesus through 

his questions, right? We want to think, worship and live well, after all. 

So, who is your enemy? 

Many of you have already appealed to Ephesians 6, right. You have already acknowledged that the 

true enemy of our soul is nothing fleshly but is the devil and his demons. They deserve our hatred. 

Ok, yes, but is there anyone else lingering way back in the recesses of your heart and mind. We need 

to identify our enemies in order to learn from Jesus because he is just about to indulge us and our 

“enemy” talk. He is not going to stop and say, “Oh, you thought of an enemy? Aha! Got you!” Nope. 

Jesus is going to help us properly deal with our enemies. And let me tell you, if you thought identifying 

an enemy was the hard work of this question of Jesus, you are going to be disappointed. 

So, to get into the text, here is the question from Jesus in summary form: 

[SHOW SLIDE 08] What reward do you have? 

Literally, what reward are you having? Present tense and active mood which is best translated in that 

way: WHAT REWARD ARE YOU NOW EXPERIENCING? 
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It is not, what do you want your reward to be in the future. This is not a primarily eschatological 

feature of our faith. There is that aspect. Scripture does refer to future rewards; rewards to be 

received when Christ comes again in his fullness at the fulfillment of time to establish his Kingdom on 

earth forever. This is a question about rewards here and now. What reward do you have now? Or, 

what reward do you want to experience now? 

I’m going classify option number one as Human Likeness: 

[SHOW SLIDE 09] Human Likeness 
As we see in verses 46 and 47, to act in human likeness is to: 

1. [SHOW SLIDE 10] Love those who love you. 

The implication is that there is a reward for loving those who love you, right? The reward? You will be 

loved by those who love you already. There is something powerful about that in and of itself. It is good 

to be loved by those who love you. It is healthy to be loved by people. Some of us may know what it is 

like to lack even that. Some of us know what it is like to have nobody, or at least the appearance of 

nobody who would say even that, that they love you. That is a terrible place to be. So, to have people 

love you is essential; it is good. To then love those people back is beneficial. 

This is a great reward! 

But, before you get too comfortable with this, look a what Jesus says here. If you think that the best 

that you can do is just love those that love you (those that already express a loving commitment to 

you), guess what? Even the lowly tax collectors can do that. This was meant to shock his audience. My 

sense is that, it was likely that when some heard Jesus say this, they audibly gasped. With apologies 

to men and women like my own father who is – or in his case, he was – a tax collector, in the Jewish 

mind these people where traitors. These are the people who are in the process of selling out their own 

people to the Romans for a living. At this time the Roman authorities would auction off tax collecting 

contracts and the tax collectors would bid on them. Those who win the bid would then sign the 

contract, that is, agree to collect that amount but to make a living at this they would then add a 

percentage. Everyone know this was going on. The rub was that these were often Jews, themselves, 

who were then effectively overchanging for Roman taxes when any good Jews believed that the 

Romans were occupiers. You’ve heard this before. I don’t think there is a proper modern analogue. 

Yet, as lowly as the tax collectors were regarded in Jewish culture, Jesus states that even the lowest of 

the lows are able to love those who already love them. The point is that this sets the bar too low. 

Anybody can do that. Jesus is not being critical of loving those who love you, we all should be 

committed to doing that. This is just being human. 

The other human characteristic Jesus notes is: 

2. [SHOW SLIDE 11]  Greet only your brothers and sisters. 

Again, there is a reward implied here. If you are committed to acknowledging those who are closest to 

you, those that you might think of as family. Old friends. Even new friends that feel like you have 

known your entire life. There is a reward there. You too will be greeted by those people and there will 
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be reciprocation, back and forth. There is a recognition of presence. I see you. I notice that you are 

here and I notice when you are missing.  

I will never forget this about the movie Avatar. This is the greeting of the Na’vi: I see you. It is meant as 

an indication that I acknowledge the value of your presence. I am paying attention to you. I see your 

value. I’m giving you attention. It is profound. 

It is so encouraging to have someone come to you and say, “Hey, I missed you, where were you? I’m 

glad to see you again.” Again, this kind of response is vital to our well-being as human beings. It must 

be an incredibly lonely feeling if there is nobody who notices you. This should not happen in a church 

community, we should at least see people, and greet people, our brothers and sisters. 

That is a great reward! 

But once again, Jesus shocks his audience by stating, that if you think that is good, even the Gentiles – 

that is everyone else is capable of that. That is not sufficient. Jesus implies, that as important and 

healthy as that is, and it is, we are capable of more. Here we have the second option offered by Jesus. 

Do you want to have the reward, now of: 

[SHOW SLIDE 12]  Heavenly Father Likeness 
So really, the question “What reward do you have?” is really the question, “Do you want to be a child 

of the Father?” A child of God. If so, according to Jesus, children of God are capable of much more. So 

what does Jesus think they are capable of? 

He shares two distinct things. They are both finite verbs which imply that, while they are related, each 

line is to be understood on its own. If you remember my introduction to the baptisms last week you 

heard me refer to the end of the book of Matthew where Jesus commissions his followers. In that 

passage the finite verb is “make disciples.” That is the big idea. The subordinate or process ideas, that 

is, how one goes about making disciples, is by baptizing and teaching. In this case, we are to “love our 

enemies” AND “pray over our persecutors.” I just want to prevent anyone from assuming that the 

passage implies that we love our enemies by praying for them, end of story. It is certainly one of the 

way we can love them but is not the main application. 

The first activity that reflects a likeness with our Heavenly Father is to: 

1. [SHOW SLIDE 13] Love your enemies. 

[…] 

The second activity that resembles our Heavenly Father is to: 

2. [SHOW SLIDE 14] Pray for those who persecute you. 

[…] 

These are presented as conditionals. If we love our enemies and pray over our persecutors, then we 

are children of our heavenly Father. Then we are children of the kingdom. Then we are children of the 

promise. Then we are followers of Christ. All of the above. 
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This is the reward Jesus prefers for us: 

This is what it is to be like our heavenly Father. To take on his characteristics. To be just like him. 

Keep in mind that these activities are a response to the desire to be like our Heavenly Father. Even 

before that, we have to receive his help. This is how we know what our Father is like when we learn 

that “Christ 

Conclusion 
[SHOW SLIDE 15] 

Steps to Perfection (becoming like our Father): 

1. [SHOW SLIDE 16]Let your mind be transformed. 

Expand your circles. Change your definitions or at least adopt Jesus’ attitude towards those 

we insist on thinking of as enemies. 

2. [SHOW SLIDE 17] Expand your prayer list. 

Do just plot revenge. When you find your jaw clenching or your fists forming use that as an 

indication to pray. Pray for that person who has hurt you. Pray for that person who refuses to 

respond to your attempt to reconcile. Give the Spirit access to your heart through your prayer 

life. 

3. [SHOW SLIDE 18]Like Christ, be prepared to love anyone. 

Paul wrote that Christ was willing to die for us, his enemies. Christ-like love is sacrificial. 

4. [SHOW SLIDE 19]Take the opportunity to do good. 

“If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going astray, you shall bring it back to him. If you 

see the donkey of one who hates you lying down under its burden, you shall refrain from 

leaving him with it; you shall rescue it with him” (Ex23.4-5). 

Even in the text we have an example of the willingness of God to do good to all: “he makes his 

sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.” 

[SHOW SLIDE 20] This likeness of our Father is not something that we can simply conjure on our own. 

This standard is not achievable on our own strength. These rewards are not available but just trying 

harder because loving like this and praying like this is not humanly possible. This is what sets the 

Christian faith apart: doing incredible things because we have incredible power. Paul wrote these 

amazing words to the Philippians when he was challenging them to do stuff like, rejoice in all 

circumstances and they apply to the answer to Jesus’ question, What reward to you have? The answer 

that we all likely want – to be blessed by God, to demonstrate His Kingdom character, to grow in our 

Christ-likeness, to confirm that we are children of God – this answer seems very difficult. Let these 

words of Paul ring in your ears as we conclude: 

I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 


