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Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 27, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship in person & remotely, Zion’s Lutheran Church 

Welcome friends and guests to the Fourth Sunday in Lent: The Prodigal Son 
lives high on the hog and then famine strikes in the land of his dream vacation. And 
so he heads home, tail between his legs, expecting that he has lost it all. To his 
surprise, his extravagant failure is met with extravagant love and grace. We can be 
pretty hard on ourselves when things don’t go as planned. Guilt, shame, and fear of 
being seen as a failure can leave us wallowing in the pig pen. Our delusions of a 
perfectible life keep us disappointed in ourselves. Truth is, life is a risk every day 
and facing whatever each day holds is not only good enough, but worthy of love 
and grace.  
 

Worship Service: In God's Boundless Diversity, we are all Made in God's Image! 
We gather in this time and space, breathing in the Spirit's invitation to connect and 
learn, and answer Jesus' call to justice and action. Zion’s offers in-person and 
online worship options. If you are visiting or new to our faith family, please fill out 
the guest card and put it in the offering plate so we may have a record of your 
presence today. Come back and worship with us each Sunday at 10 a.m. Let us all 
provide care-filled attention to the well-being of all, especially the vulnerable, as we 
continue to properly wear face masks during worship and fellowship time.  
 

Holy Communion: The Sacrament is offered to all worshiping with us. Zoom 
congregants, have your bread/wafer and juice/wine ready. Those worshiping  with 
us in person may come forward for the sacraments...or, cross your arms across 
your chest for a blessing instead. 
 

Fellowship: Join us after worship in the Fellowship Hall, except when eating, 
please wear masks properly when indoors, even if you are vaccinated. 
 

Other Information: Large print copies of the bulletin and sermon are available from 
our ushers. Restrooms are available in the fellowship hall building adjoining the 
church/sanctuary. Our ushers can direct you.  
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~We Prepare for Worship~ 
Gathering of Prayers 

~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome  
Each week of this Lent season, we are focusing on ways 
that we can practice a counter-cultural theology that 
emphasizes the beauty and grace of the reality of life-right-
now rather than waiting with increasing judgment to reach 
some vision of a perfected existence. Our ladder-climbing 
efforts sometimes end up taking us down a rung or two as 
things don’t work out just right. And so let us continue to 
turn ladders into gardens, nurturing our souls and 
embracing our holy, “good enough,” lives. 
Threshold Song: Good Enough  

Often we feel we can never really measure up, we're not 
enough 

Time spent regretting decisions of our yesterdays, mistakes 
we made. 

Sometimes we get what we get, life disappoints us and yet, 
God is still here and somehow, this faith is good enough. 

Prayer (Based On Psalm 32) 
Holy One, God of Forgiveness, we call out to you and 
you surround us with deliverance. You love us infinitely 
more than we love ourselves or others. Open us this 
day to your counsel, helping us be more merciful, more 
grace-filled, so that we might rejoice in simple and 
good enough moments that fill our days. Amen. 
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Children's Time 
Children of all ages, please come forward 

Opening Hymn: Build a Longer Table  

 
Confession & Forgiveness 
Today we will hear how the Prodigal Son lives high on the 
hog and then famine strikes in the land of his dream 
vacation. And so he heads home, tail between his legs, 
expecting that he has lost it all. To his surprise, his 
extravagant failure is met with extravagant love and grace.  
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We can be pretty hard on ourselves when things don’t go 
as planned. Guilt, shame, and fear of being seen as a 
failure can leave us wallowing in the pig pen. Our delusions 
of a perfectible life keep us disappointed in ourselves. Truth 
is, life is a big risk every single day and facing whatever 
each day holds is not only good enough, but also worthy of 
love and grace. Do you find yourself being unrealistically 
hard on yourself? Let us take a moment of silent 
reflection…Hear this compassionate word from the Second 
Letter to the Corinthians: “From now on, therefore, we 
regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know 
him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there is 
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new!” 
We Know that already, God is offering us freedom from 
the guilt and shame of our past failings and our present 
unrealistic expectations. We are invited to rejoice that 
each day is a new beginning, so that we might enjoy, 
and not dread, the life before us.  
And know, that despite our sometimes-faltering steps, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, you are being forgiven, even 
now. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  
Glory to God! Amen. 

Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you.  
And also with you.   
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~We Proclaim~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 (Pew Bible 940) 
A reading from Second Corinthians 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human 
point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 
human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 
17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to 
himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 
20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 
his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin 
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 (Pew Bible Page 850-851) 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.  
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to 
listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were 
grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 11b“There 
was a man who had two sons.  
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12The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me 
the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he 
divided his property between them. 13A few days later the 
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 
country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute 
living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine 
took place throughout that country, and he began to be in 
need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the 
citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 
the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods 
that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything.  
17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but 
here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my 
father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 
20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still 
far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; 
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.  
21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called 
your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring 
out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on 
his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf 
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is 
found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
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25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came 
and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. 
26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 
27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has 
killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and 
sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 
father came out and began to plead with him.  
29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I 
have been working like a slave for you, and I have never 
disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 
fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you 
are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  
32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother 
of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and 
has been found.’ ” 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
Homily – Pastor Andrea Doeden 
Hymn of the Day: #608 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is 
Calling (next page) 
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Prayer Song 
Blaming is a typical human behavior. We’ve talked about those 
times when we blame ourselves harshly, and we know we often 
turn the blame on others. A particular attitude of blaming happens 
in a culture that has identified “goodness” with “boot-strapping 
effort.” So many who are victims of systematized oppression are 
blamed for their own circumstances. They end up being deprived 
of just resolutions to the deprivation that results from unjust 
systems. As individuals, as a society, and as a church, we must 
work to eradicate this kind of blaming and its resulting layers of 
suffering. 
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Invitation to Prayer 
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for 
the church, the world, and all in need. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant 
mercy and profound welcome. Lead your church to be a 
community marked by forgiveness, hospitality, and 
celebration. Send us to transform a world plagued by fear 
and condemnation. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
You make the land to produce a harvest that sustains your 
entire creation. Equip farmers and farm workers who till the 
soil. Nourish the earth with ample rainfall and abundant 
sunshine. Heal grounds tainted by pollution or misuse. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. 
Reconcile nations that experience conflict especially the 
Ukraine. Act quickly to bring an end to war and conflict. 
Anoint peacemakers trained in the art of diplomacy and 
foster a spirit of collaboration among political rivals. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Your people cry for help in times of distress. Resolve 
disagreements among family members. Save those 
experiencing financial hardship. Hear our prayers for those 
who are sick or grieving especially:  

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________. 



 11 

Console us with the promise that everything can become 
new. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is 
prepared. Bless the feeding ministries of this congregation 
especially 5 Loaves and Angels in Aprons. Bring an end to 
hunger in our community and around the world. Merciful 
God, receive our prayer. 
The one who was dead is alive again. We give thanks for 
those who have died, confident that steadfast love 
surrounds them. Shelter them in your love until we are 
gathered at your heavenly banquet. Merciful God, receive 
our prayer. 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in 
need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering  
Each Lent , we have a special offering. This year that 
offering supports our Afghan and Ukrainian sisters and 
brothers who have been displaced by war and violence.  All 
special offerings will be split between the Afghan family we 
support in Colorado Springs and the Ukrainian relief effort 
through Lutheran World Relief.   

You also can give using check or cash (mail to 510 Pine 
Street), or online at: 

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-
time/1334741 
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Offertory: #884, The Doxology, we sing the traditional 
verse, then the verse printed in your worship folder.  

 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Jesus Christ, our burdens know,  

Praise Spirit through whom our hearts grow, 
Praise Three-in-One, from here below. 

Offering Prayer  
Generous God, in light of your extravagant blessings -- no 
matter what the state of the world or our imperfect lives -- 
we offer our gifts and ourselves, and know that you 
transform what we plant into the produce of love. Amen.  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you!  
And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to our God.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, anytime and 
everywhere to give thanks to you. You created this world 
full of so much beauty and sorrow and called it Good. 
Although we feel lost at times, you are ever present.  
We doubt, resist, turn away, and rage, insistent on our own 
power to pull us through, and yet sure that we are to 
blame, making life seem like a confusing paradox.  
But you are patient. You are here to meet us -- reside with 
us in strange and alienating times, always faithful, always 
present in this Body...in this Body. And so, together we 
proclaim with praise your glory along with all the saints: 

Holy, Holy, Holy  

 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He 
proclaimed freedom for the bound, justice for the 
oppressed, grace for the lost, love for the prodigal.  
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Through the life and ministry of Jesus, we can imagine and 
live into a community where all who struggle are taken into 
loving arms and those who struggle to love are invited into 
greater compassion.  

Thanksgiving at the Table  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all the people for the forgiveness of sin.  
And so, we remember, we offer ourselves...We proclaim 
God’s time... 
Christ has died, yet Christ is ris’n;  
Christ will come once again!  
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these 
gifts of bread and wine. Make them be for us sustenance 
for our days, love for simple and ordinary lives, fuel for 
justice in this world.  
By your Spirit open us to each other. Open us to the world, 
making us one in you, through Christ, in the power of your 
amazing grace!  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Everyone is welcomed at God's table. 

Communion Hymn: #779 Amazing Grace  
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Communion Hymns: #807 Come, Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing  

 
Communion Blessing & Song of Thanksgiving (next 
page) 
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Communion Prayer  
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of 
heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our 
fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 
peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

~Sending~  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements  
Blessing  
"Blessed are you who do not despise your realness. It may 
hurt. You may not recognize yourself in the mirror. But this 
is what we hoped for, right? To live and love. To be loved. 
To have our experiences show on our faces and in our 
cells. It is the real life of Jesus in us, being made visible, as 
all our seams show.” Amen. 
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Benediction  
And now, may the God who loves all of creation, especially the 
ordinary parts, and Jesus, our companion along this crooked path 
called life, and the Holy Spirit, who loves to improvise in surprising 
ways, ☩ go with you, dwell among you, and give you joy. Amen. 
Sending Hymn: What Wondrous Love Is This  

 
Dismissal 
God is still here and somehow, this faith is good enough. 
Thanks be to God! 
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~Announcement~  
Announcements for the Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 27, 2022 
Worship Leaders: Pastor Andrea Doeden, Lisa Rygiel, and Joni Jones 
Zoom Leaders: Sharon Sorenson & Ernie Parker 
Music: Connie Pallone, Mark Nelson, Becky McNeil, and Sharon Sorenson 
Ushers: Paula Little and Carol Smith 
Communion: Pamela Serafini and Mary McKenna 

• 8:30 a.m. Sunday morning Bible study Jeff & Carol Smith lead Session 2 of our 
morning study, using Adam Hamilton's, "24 HOURS" Join in person or via Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/907628370?pwd=eFVCTEVhb0xqMXcxY2xaUG5JMUZ
Edz09 -- or Dial 1 312 626 6799 Meeting ID: 907 628 370 Passcode: 332397.  
Fellowship -- after worship, (approximately 11:10 a.m.) in the fellowship hall. 
Gather after worship for wonderful conversation! 
Bread & Belonging -- is our high school/college ministry that gathers each 
Sunday night from 6-8 p.m. in the lower level of the fellowship hall. This week a 
writing practice will be the focus of the discussion time. 

• Our next Women's Bible Study is at 9:30 a.m. on Friday, April 1 with "The Sermon 
on the Mount" using Amy-Jill Levine's book. We will be discussing Chapter 5, 
Finding Your Treasure. Join us downstairs in the Fellowship Hall or via Zoom at:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83136424723?pwd=TkxsQVllMmo2bVlSekN0dGZqbzF
1Zz09 or phone in by dialing 1-312-626-6799 Meeting ID: 831 3642 4723 
Passcode: 865505. Questions, contact Carol Smith. If you wish to watch the videos 
that accompany the studies, go to Amplify Media, use the church email 
zionsluth@gmail.com and the password is: praynow4Covid19. 

• Five Loaves volunteers delivered almost 240 meals to 105 families on Saturday. 
Thank you to everyone who made this possible. 

• We are gathering again after worship in Fellowship Hall. Food and Fellowship is an 
important part of our lives, if you would like to help with these gatherings, please 
contact Pamela Nelson-Serafini (719-406-8482) or sign up on the paper calendar 
in kitchen. We need at least two people each week to provide snacks (sweet or 
savory) and to help with clean up afterward. 

• The flower ministry blesses our worship space and people! During Lent, we are 
using greens and green plants. If you would like to sponsor flowers during this 
season, please coordinate with Lynn Chase and your gifts will be part of the Easter 
celebration on April 17!  
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~ Prayers~  
"Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid." 
- - John 14:27 

In prayer, we ask in His name: Comfort for those in mourning, including family and friends 
of: Floyd Gumke; Jim Chapman; and Kay Baznanele (Trinidad Greenhouse). 
We pray for and surround with God's protection the military and civilians around the world in 
harm's way -- especially those in the Ukraine region; those affected by severe weather 
across our country; and for rescue workers, police and other first responders in our country. 
We lift up leaders in our community, our country and in the world that peace and wisdom 
may prevail. We pray for comfort and help for all refugees and those persons around the 
world crying out with needs. 
We also pray for Paul Tennery & Andrea's Family; the Serafini family (as they remember 
Mannie's birthday); David Esjournson (John Rygiel's brother-in-law -- heart surgeries) and 
wife Sylvia; Glenna McNeil; Jennifer Griffin & family; Marie Callander (heart surgery); Arthur 
Pierce (cardiac issues); Rita Burton; Leroy Ramos (Lisa Schrepfer's brother - surgery); Linda 
N.; Pamela Serafini; Lynn Chase (foot surgery); Tricia (John Rygiel's sister -- back injury); 
Ann Rasmussen; Margaret Gumke; Mike Blackmore; JoAnn's sister Beth; Steve Karspeck's 
sister-in-law Deena; Wilmae & Sherry Gartside; Lisa Rygiel's parents; Loren Eigenburg; and 
the Sandstead family. 
We surround with prayers those battling cancer, including Pastor Andrea; James Brewer 
Calvat; Pastor Kevin Olsen; Joe; Ray; Anna Marie; Polly (Ruthie's friend); Jeanine Tapia; 
Rick Barian (Lynn's friend); Rick Spaulding (Paula's brother-in-law); Gary Miller; Marci 
Guard; Lynn's brother Kenny; Nancy Wilhelm (Ernie & Sharon's family member); Linda 
Bounds; Jo Moss' cousin Virginia; and Francis Baldwin (friend of Mark & Jo Moss). We also 
pray for those affected by COVID-19, including Carol Schulzkump. 
Our prayers continue for Wal-reat (missionary in Sudan we support financially through 
Global Missions); The Way ministry; ACTS ministry; and the prison congregation New 
Beginnings & Pastor Schjang. 
 

*Periodically we update the prayer list, which will occur this week. If you have added a name which 
you wish to remain on the list, please let Carol Smith know (csmith2621@gmail.com) 
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