
	 	

BIG QUESTION 
Why are there so many different 
kinds of churches? 
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Churches 
 
 
GOD STORY 
Jesus’ Prayer for Unity 
John 17 
 
KEY VERSE 
Don’t worry about anything. 
No matter what happens, 
tell God about everything. 
Philippians 4:6a (NIRV) 
 
LEADER TIPS 
This series steps into 
topical teaching with big 
questions about prayer, 
scripture and science, 
denominations, and more. 
Because it gets into some 
meaty subjects, please be 
sure to read this lesson 
plan in advance and be 
prepared. You may get 
questions you don’t have 
answers for—that’s okay! 
Be honest with the kids and 
learn together. 

My Story 
 
1   |   CONVERSATION STARTER   (2 minutes) 
Chat about Christ-followers and unity to lead into today’s lesson. 
 
2   |   INTRO ACTIVITY   (5 minutes) 
Illustrate the concept of personal points of view by voting on a series of 
statements. 
 
 

God Story  |  Life Story 
 
3   |   WEEKLY VIDEO   (12 minutes) 
Watch the video, which includes host, God Story, Key Verse, and Life Story 
segments. Recap and discuss them together. 
 
 

My Story 
 
4   |   SMALL GROUP ACTIVITY   (12 minutes*) 
Discuss differences among churches, then visit stations that highlight unity 
in families, at school, in the world, and in churches. 
 
5   |   WRAP-UP ACTIVITY   (8 minutes) 
Guide the kids to pray for unity in your group. 
 
 

Our Story 
 
6   |   DISMISSAL 
Connect with parents and give them take-home materials. 
 
 
*Extend as needed and adjust the timing for other activities. 
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1  |  Conversation Starter 
 
SUPPLIES 
• None 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Encourage the kids to share their ideas, then 

explain anything that’s unclear to them. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Welcome the kids and gather everyone together. 
b. Ask: 

• What is a Christian or Christ-follower? What are 
the key things that make someone a Christ-
follower? 

• Do you think Christ-followers who go to many 
different kinds of churches can disagree on 
some things and still all be following Jesus? 

• What does the word “unity” mean? What does 
it mean for Christ-followers to be united? 

c. Depending on the size of your group, invite the 
kids to share their answers with the people sitting 
closest to them or with everyone. 

	 	 2  |  Intro Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• None 
 
LEADER TIP 
• If someone in your group goes against the crowd 

each time, find a point of unity by adding more 
obvious statements that everyone agrees on (e.g., 
the earth is round or the sky is blue). 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Gather everyone in the middle of your group’s 

space. 
b. Designate one side of the space as “agree” and 

the other side as “disagree”. 
c. Direct the kids to move over to the side that 

represents their perspective as you state the 
following opinions: 
• Ice cream is better than cupcakes. 
• Disney music is awesome. 
• Pizza is delicious. 
• Soccer is a great sport. 
• Eating keeps me alive. 
• Exercising is bad for your health. 
• Kids are the most interesting people. 

d. Highlight that although we don’t agree on 
everything, there are some important things we all 
agree on! Today, we’re learning about what that 
looks like in the church. 

e. Introduce the Big Question: Why are there so 
many different kinds of churches? 
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3  |  Weekly Video 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Video file 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Sit with the kids and encourage them to focus on 

the video as needed. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Play the video. It includes: 

• Host segment 
• God Story (Jesus’ Prayer for Unity, John 17) 
• Key Verse segment 
• Life Story (Kids sit around a campfire and chat 

about some big questions. This week’s 
question is: Why are there so many different 
kinds of churches?) 

b. Recap the video teaching. Discuss: 
• What’s the Key Verse for the Campfire series? 

(Philippians 4:6a) 
• What stood out to you in today’s Life Story? 

How about the God Story? 
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4  |  Small Group Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Wall-safe tape 
• Signs 
• Craft paper 
• Markers 
 
BEFORE THE ACTIVITY 
• Set up four stations spread out around your 

group’s space. 
• Use wall-safe tape to hang a sign at each station. 
• Place the craft paper and markers at the World 

station. 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Depending on the number of small groups in your 

setting, it may be helpful to divide your large 
group into four to do this activity. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Gather your small group to sit together. 
b. Explain that some churches meet in church 

buildings with steeples. Other churches meet in 
schools. Some churches meet in homes, some in 
movie theatres—and everything in between! 

c. Discuss: 
• What’s one thing this church does that’s 

different from what some other churches do? 
• Do you know something another church does 

that this church doesn’t do? Why do you think 
they do it and we don’t? 

• Are these differences good or bad? Why? 
• Although we do things differently, what’s one 

way that Christian churches are all connected 
and united? (Jesus!) 

d. Divide everyone into smaller groups that will 
travel together from station to station. 

	 	 e. Guide each group to do the following: 
• Station 1: Take turns acting out answers to the 

Home/Family questions. The rest of the group 
will guess what’s being communicated. 

• Station 2: Take turns sharing answers to the 
School questions. 

• Station 3: Draw answers to the World 
questions on the craft paper. 

• Station 4: Whisper answers to the Church 
questions. 

f. When everyone has been to all the stations, 
gather the kids back together. 

g. Chat about anything that stuck out to them or 
they have questions about. 
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5  |  Wrap-Up Activity 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Bibles 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. Remain in your small group. 
b. Make sure everyone has a Bible. Share them if 

needed. 
c. Guide the kids to look up John 17:20–23. Help 

them find the passage as needed. 
d. Read the verses together. 
e. Explain that this was Jesus’ prayer for us! 
f. Direct the kids to huddle up like a team as a show 

of unity. 
g. Invite everyone to pray for the people to their 

right and their left. Encourage them to pray for 
unity with these other kids. If they need help, 
suggest they pray something like, “Dear God, 
please help Kevin and me to work together for 
Jesus and to have unity!” 

h. Wrap up the prayer for your group. 

	 	 6  |  Dismissal 
 
SUPPLIES 
• Crafts 
• Take-home cards 
• Key Verse cards 
• Key Verse colouring pages 
 
LEADER TIP 
• Organize the take-home materials so they’re easy 

to access. It may be helpful to sort them before 
the lesson, then set out any crafts later. Consider 
having one leader focus on handing out 
everything. 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 
a. If parents pick up their kids in your setting, take a 

moment to share a highlight or two from your 
time together today. 

b. Give everyone a weekly take-home card. 
c. Offer a Key Verse card and a colouring page to 

anyone who has not gotten them this month. 
d. Remind the kids to take their crafts. 

 


