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The exiguous arachnid ascended the aqua egress 

The aspergation gravitated and expunged the arachnid 

The photosphere appeared and desiccated the hydrol 

The exiguous arachnid ascended the aqua egress de capo 

 

Sometimes we like to make things complicated when in reality they are very easy.  It is 

my desire that as we look at the Word of God this evening, in a simple way, the Holy 

Spirit will touch our hearts deeply. 

 

Text:  Mark 8:22-26 

 

Our text this evening is a unique passage of Scripture.  With only a quick reading of this 

passage it looks much like many others.   A typical account of Jesus healing a blind man 

during His time of ministry.  Even the methods He employed were not unique to this 

situation.  He spit on the man’s eyes, which to many of us may seem strange.   Can you 

imagine an altar service where we spit in blind peoples’ eyes?   Yet Jesus did this here 

and on other occasions he used spit to make mud and anoint the blind.   He laid on hands 

and prayed for the man.  Again, this is not unique to this situation.  There were countless 

times when Jesus was willing to touch the infirm and the leper and the deaf and the blind 

to bring healing.  He told the man, after his healing, not to tell others.  This too was a 

practice in many of the accounts we read of Jesus healing people. 

 

So what is it that makes this incident unique?   Jesus prayed for the man two times.  

There was first a partial healing, and then on the subsequent prayer a complete healing 

and the man progressed from blindness to seeing shapes to seeing clearly. 

 

We know of course that Jesus was able to heal the blind man completely with a single 

prayer, touch or word.   In Matthew 15:29-31 we see blindness and a host of other 

physical conditions healed immediately by Jesus and the crowds gave God the glory.  

Even those who had been blind from birth he was able to heal with a single word and 

touch immediately.   There was another instance when Jesus’ disciples were unable to 

free a possessed man, but Jesus had no trouble.  He brought freedom immediately. 

Why then did Jesus have to pray two times for this man?  There must be some 

significance for us.  It is here in God’s Word for a reason, perhaps many reasons. 

 

There are a number of things we can learn from this episode.   

First of all, we can see that not all healing is instantaneous.   There may be a 

progression in the healing process.  Jesus still healed, but it was not typical.  (Similar 

maybe to the deathbed repentance of the thief on the cross.  The pattern is to accept 

Christ early, but the possibility does exist for a deathbed acceptance of Jesus.) 

 



The second thing we can learn from Jesus’ example is to pray through.  Certainly the 

man was better off after Jesus prayed the first time.  At least he could see shapes and 

wouldn’t be running into people and objects.   I think I might be satisfied with that much 

even.   But Jesus wasn’t.  When the Lord does something there is a completeness to it.   

When we think of creation, other healings, the miracles of the OT and even our salvation, 

we see that the Lord does not do half jobs.    

 

In light of this I would encourage us to pray through.  Maybe you’ve been praying for a 

revival and move of God in your life and in our church.   We see signs of the Lord’s hand 

on us and improvement in a number of areas, but let’s not stop until we know we have all 

the Lord has for us. 

 

The third lesson is the one I want to focus on this evening.  It comes from the words of 

the partially healed blind man.  “I see men as trees walking”.  This is a powerful and 

significant statement, loaded with relevancy for us today. 

 

One time, though, my friend and I transported our 18 speeds to the forest in northern 

Saskatchewan.  The idea was to bike the cross country ski trails in the area.   We were 

soon surrounded by trees, and there were places where the beauty of the forest was 

breath-taking.  So many shades of green, so peaceful, so many birds to hear.  It was 

wonderful.  As beautiful as the trees were, they became a nuisance when you had to bike 

over, or carry your bike through them.  Often the trees would slow our progress as a 

fallen tree on the path required us to dismount, carry our bike over, and then start the ride 

again.  At one point we lost the trail and while trying to find it we got head deep in bush.  

The trees were the same beautiful trees, but now they were restricting our vision and had 

us actually lost.  The beautiful trees had become obstacles and hindrances to our goal of 

an enjoyable bike in the forest. 

 

Many times we see people as trees.  They are hindrances and obstacles standing in the 

path of the perfect world, the Utopia we would like to live in.  We may even see them 

as dead wood that hinders our progress and makes us work harder than we would 

normally have to.   We can fall into this trap as Christians.  We have desires and goals 

and we are sure we could get to where we want to be in God if it were not for the 

obstacles of people.  “I would be a better wife if I had a different husband.”   “I could get 

through these temptations if it weren’t for the people around me.”   “I could be a 

powerful pastor if it were not for the congregation.”  

  

Two things in connection with this:  First of all, we are all responsible for our own lives.   

I make the decisions each day that form my life.  Regardless of what goes on around me 

and the people I encounter, it is my responsibility to make the right choice and have the 

right attitude.   We are response-able.   We are able to make the right response.    And the 

bottom line is we need the people around us to help us grow.    The second thing is this; 

there is a touch from the Lord that is available for us to help us see clearly.   He can 

refocus our vision and understanding of the people around us so that we see them clearly. 

(More on that in a bit.) 

 



Sometimes when we look at trees we see them for their potential yield or fruit.   We 

love to have fresh fruit off of trees.   Some trees provide sap for syrup, and others for 

rubber.  We cut down the trees to make lumber.    When we see men as trees, we only see 

them for what they can contribute to our lives, forgetting that they may need something 

from us, or forgetting that they are people too with their own set of needs, hurts, and 

history. 

 

Also, when we look at trees, it is easy to forget that there is more to the tree than meets 

the eye.  There are roots beneath the surface, and a vital intricate network within the tree 

itself that allows it to take the energy of the sun, the nutrients of the soil and the moisture 

in its environment and convert that into foliage, fruit, solid wood etc. 

People are often more complicated than we are willing to admit.  There are a host of 

intricacies involved in people.  We must be careful on dealing with people based only on 

what we see above the surface.  This is where we need a more complete reliance on the 

Lord to do His work in hearts and lives.   (That’s why time at an altar is so important.  

The Lord can deal with issues and hurts and pain in an instant when it might take years of 

my counseling or preaching to do the same.) 

 

Now, to be fair, the Bible does use the comparison between men and trees, and this is not 

always a negative thing.  The first Psalm tells us that the one who lives according to the 

Lord’s pattern is like a healthy tree in a healthy place producing fruit.   Jesus used the 

analogy of the vine and branches in John 15 to remind us to stay close and linked to the 

life giving flow He offers. 

 

The word for us this evening is simply this.  Though the man was seeing better after his 

encounter with Jesus, he was still unable to see men properly.   We need to ask ourselves, 

“How do I see men”?  “What is my personal perspective of the people I see around me in 

the world”?  “Do I see them as obstacles?  Hindrances?  Problems?   Something to be 

used?”   If we see men unclearly, as trees, then we are not viewing them as the Lord does.  

This is the sight we need to gain, to see with the eyes of the Lord.  To see people as so 

valuable that He was willing to die for them.  To have our passion for the lost and our 

love for the family of God restored and strengthened.  We need our spiritual discernment 

developed so we can see the real needs in the hearts and lives we come in contact with. 

 

There is another thing to note. If the man was unable to see men clearly and properly, 

his view of Jesus was also distorted.  How do you see Jesus?   (Hebrews 2:9)   This is 

really the focus of this entire passage.   Before and after this unique story about unclear 

vision are situations where how people see Jesus is the focus.   There are many secular 

and world views of Jesus, and we can usually easily spot the false ones.  “He was only a 

teacher or a god-like man.”   “He was a deceiver, or an opportunist.” 

 

But what about our “religious” and Christian perspectives?  Are we really seeing Jesus as 

He is? 

 

Cf. Luke 24:17-19, 22-24    (“did not see”)   17:25-31 

Do you see Jesus like that, or is your vision limited? 



How we view Jesus will effect how we interpret the circumstances of life. 

Consider for a moment the text in Hebrews 2:9.  He was made for a time lower than the 

angels, but is now and for eternity “crowned” with glory and honor. 

 

Though the events of our world may seem to indicate otherwise. 

Though the events of your life may seem to indicate otherwise. 

The fact remains…Jesus is crowned. 

 

Our worship is determined by how we see Jesus.   

To worship God with our lives is our highest calling. 
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