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Don’t Be Late for Worship and Miss What 
God Has for You  
Luke 15:20 
So our sermon is in a different slot in the service this morning, and my address is going to pick up 
on something of the story of the welcoming father, the “Prodigal Son” we sometimes know the 
story as.  I’m going to focus on one verse from that story, at the point where the son has this 
wonderful view of who the father is for him:

The son then set off and went to his father, but while he was still a long way off, his father 
saw him, and was filled with compassion.  He ran and put his arms around him, and kissed 
him. 

Luke 15:20 

I know that I am a stickler for time.  I highly value 
being on time.  In fact, I can be rather anal and 
obsessive about this.  For example, in the old days 
when we had clocks on the wall, I have been known to 
set clocks in our home forward by a few minutes, and 
to keep doing this to help others in my family, who 
don’t seem to quite share the obsession to be on time. 

One of my nightmares (and I dream this sometimes 
still now) is being late for worship.  Now, I know it’s 
not a good thing for me to have an unhealthy obsession with being late.  And when it comes to our 
worship in a Lutheran Church, it is always informed first and foremost, beginning, middle and end, 
by grace and forgiveness, not rules and obsessions.  But it’s precisely because our worship is so full 
of our God — bursting at the seams with blessings of grace and forgiveness and growth for you 
and me from the beginning of worship — that I’m encouraging all of us not to miss out.  It’s not so 
much about being on time, but about not missing out on all that God has for us — even from the 
get-go of our worship services. 

And today, it is helpful to be on time for worship if you wanted to hear the sermon.  Today is the 
first of our six part series on worship, “Sitting at the feet of Jesus in our worship together”.  We 
heard about Mary sitting at Jesus’ feet a few weeks ago, in Luke 10.  I’ve been reflecting on this a 
fair bit, wondering what Jesus actually said to Mary; because Luke doesn’t record Jesus’ actual 
words.  Luke simply records that Mary listened — Mary was part of everything that Jesus was saying.  
And I’m pretty certain that Jesus was speaking with words of grace and love, the fullness of life; and 
that is indeed what I love about Lutheran worship.

The shape and flow of worship is undergirded by God’s Word for us, and our Lutheran 
understanding that God is at work for us, and that we are saved by God’s grace alone.  God is the 
one who acts to save, and we respond with prayer, praise and thanksgiving, and ultimately with our 
living as disciples of Jesus in the world.  So, from the outset, I’d like to remind us that God is the 
who is doing a lot of the ‘doing’ for us, now, as we come together in worship.  And we start our 
sermon series exploring the beginning aspects of our worship, from the Invocation to the 
Absolution. 
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So let’s sit at the feet of Jesus and rest a moment.  Prepare your hearts to receive.  Let’s pray…

…

God rests.

On the seventh day, God rested.  And God’s plan for his people is one of holy rest, refreshment and 
blessing.  “Come and be with me,” Jesus invites us.  “Come and sit at my feet.”  Our worship is that 
place for us, individually, maybe in a family setting, and certainly as whole community, to come away 
to be with God, out of our daily lives but still with all that’s on our minds and hearts, to sit at Jesus’ 
feet.

Our Lutheran 
Worship is based 
on a couple of key 
things.  And if you 
are familiar with 
Lutheran teaching 
about salvation as a 
gift of grace from 
God, you might see 
why we do what 
we do.  In worship:

1. God calls us to 
come away and 
to sit at Jesus’ 
feet.  This is the 
one thing 
needed.

2. In worship, the 
main thing then as we sit at Jesus’ feet is what Jesus, what God says and does.  Here we dwell 
with Jesus in the Word.  Martin Luther found in Scripture that we are saved by God (not our 
works or efforts or by our wisdom).  We are saved by God in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, 
as an act of sheer grace; and we receive this in faith.

“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God — not the result of works, so that no one may boast.”

Ephesians 2:8-9  

We are saved by grace, through faith in Christ; and God calls us away from the hustle and bustle 
and hassle and shmassle of everyday life, to come and sit at the feet of Jesus, and to receive his 
grace to be strengthened and nourished for our daily living.

3. So our services are shaped by this.  We sit with Jesus and receive all he has for us; and this 
happens especially as highlighted in the Word, and as we dine at the Lord’s table with the Word 
and bread and wine.

So why do we start our worship the way we regularly start?

“In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit?”  The pastor makes the sign of 
the cross; and it was a joy for me to see many of you making the sign of the cross as well.  These 
are God’s words of blessing said over us in baptism.
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We enter into God’s presence with God’s sure baptismal blessing anew, afresh for us.  God comes 
to us to bless; to make new… his new creation:  “Come on in!”  All are welcome here.  Father 
welcomes all his children to his family through his Son.

We begin worship, then, with God blessing us: God not only giving us his name to call on in prayer 
and song (although he certainly does that); God not only reminding us of our baptisms; but God 
actually blessing us anew with his grace and gifts of baptism.  We begin our worship, then, with 
God’s amazing grace, filled with new creation blessing.  And that’s why we might make the sign of 
the cross, which was made over us when we were baptised.  It’s the sign of God’s saving us.  Here’s 
what I do when I make the sign of the cross.  God the Father sent Jesus his Son to save and by the 
Holy Spirit to work saving faith in my heart. 

It’s one of the reasons I love these holding crosses, too, 
by the way.  Thanks so, so much to Deane Hewlett for 
these precious gifts.  Holding on to the cross reminds us 
of the God who, on the cross and in baptism, saved me 
and you, and promised, “No matter what happens, I 
won’t let you go.”

Dear friends, that’s why I am encouraging us all not to 
miss out on what God has of us — it’s so wonderfully 
rich, what God does for us, as we begin our worship 
time.

Worship begins with the same God of grace reaching down and reaching out to you and to me 
with the blessings of life.

Worship is the amazing story which we might know as 
the prodigal son in Luke 15.  The Holy Spirit calls us to 
this loving Father, this Father of grace and mercy and 
love and life.  Every time we enter church, it’s like the 
Father in that story in Luke 15 running down this aisle 
to greet you and welcome you, and say, “Come on into 
my feast for you; and it’s a foretaste of what’s going to 
be yours in heaven for ever!”  So don’t miss the 
father’s welcome.  As you come to worship, be ready 
to receive what God has for you;  and also by 

extension, be ready to greet others in the same grace-filled way.

In our worship, we regularly come before God then to confess our sins — just like the son did as 
he came home to the father.  Now sometimes we might ask why we need to do this.  I’m not a bad 
person per se.  Why does Lutheran worship then focus on confessing my/our sins?

Well, you’re absolutely right.  God doesn’t welcome us with grace and blessing, just to ambush us 
and say we’re bad.  But, hand on heart, you know that I know that we all know that sin does still 
cling to us.  We don’t set out as followers of Jesus to 
sin.  But I know, as I reflect on my life, that I sin.  At this 
stage of my life, for example, I recognise that I can 
easily get tired and become a grumpy, selfish old man, 
often towards the people I love.

So, I find refuge and sanctuary to weekly come into 
God’s grace-filled presence and know that he knows 
that I know I have sinned.  As Paul says in Romans 7: 
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I do not understand my own actions.  For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 
hate… For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 

And there are times that, with Paul, we will truly despair over our actions, our words, our silence, 
our sin.

Paul goes on to say: 

Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord!

So, who will?  Who will rescue me?  Who has already 
rescued you and me?

And we are met again by the God of grace who 
welcomed you here today.  The God of grace in Jesus 
Christ who does not condemn, but who welcomes us 
in grace and forgivingness and life.

So, let us draw near to God, and come to him in 
confidence that God is love, and has grace for you, and 
prepares you to live in his peace, and to grow as a 
human and as an eternal life disciple of Jesus.  Don’t miss 
it.  Don’t miss God’s grace and blessing.

Let us call on him now as we confess our sins.

Video of the service including the above address:  
https://youtu.be/YNEEWNzK91g
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