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Brothers and sisters, today’s Gospel is not about wealth. It is not about a family 
inheritance. However, (…) the parable teaches us a great deal. It is in reality, the 
contrast between what the rich man plans for himself and what God plans for him 
instead. The rich man plans to enjoy many years. Instead of “many years”, God 
points to the NOW; tonight you will die”. Well, that’s pretty unsettling. Instead of 
the “enjoyment of life”, God presents him with “surrendering his life.  
 
Recently, we had two priests who died suddenly. The first one, Fr. Léon, is from 
Africa, and the second, Fr. René, is from here in Manitoba. The first one did not 
have a will and that caused a lot of grief for the bishop. The second one had a will 
but we only have a copy and so far, we never found the original. Archbishop LeGatt 
has asked that all the priests, whether they are from here or another country, to have 
a will, having a copy at the Archdiocese, with a clear indication of where is the 
original.  
 
Do you have a will? It’s not all about the money. A will is necessary to appoint 
guardians for minor children. A will also allow you to direct assets to a charity of 
your choice. How many of you have your parish as a charity of your choice in your 
will? Why? A bequest to your parish is a thoughtful way to help provide for the faith 
life of future generations. Through the gift of a bequest, you can reflect and uphold 
your values, while making a remarkable and lasting difference in your parish. 
 
Material goods are necessary — they are goods! —, but they are a means to live 
honestly and in sharing with the neediest. Today, Jesus invites us to consider that 
wealth can enslave the heart and distract it from the true treasure which is in heaven. 
Saint Paul also reminds us of this in today’s second reading. It says “seek the things 
that are above.... Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth” (Col 3:1-2). It is understood that this does not mean estranging oneself from 
reality, but rather seeking the things that have true value: justice, solidarity, 
hospitality, fraternity, peace, all things that make up the true dignity of humankind. 
It is a case of leading a life that is fulfilled not according to a worldly manner, but 
rather according to the style of the Gospel: to love God with all one’s being, and 
love one’s neighbour as Jesus loved him, that is, in service and in giving oneself.  
 



Though, service and in giving oneself can also be turn into greed. How? If service 
and in giving oneself is only self-serving, then it is done according to worldly 
manner. If you hold on to what you do in the parish, it is greed as you are not letting 
others have the opportunity to serve and in giving oneself. So yes, spiritual greed, 
pastoral greed does exist. It can become a source of adversity, an abuse of power.  
 
Greed of goods, the desire to have goods, does not satisfy the heart, but rather causes 
more hunger! It is the same thing with spiritual or pastoral greed. Greed is like those 
tasty candies: you take one and say: “Ah! It is so good”, and then you take another; 
and one follows the other. Such is greed: it never satisfies. Love that is understood 
and lived in [the style of the Gospel] is the source of true happiness, whereas the 
exaggerated search for material goods and wealth, including exaggerated search for 
service, is often a source of anxiety, adversity, abuse of power, war. Many wars 
begin from greed. 
 
Although wealth is a good in itself, it should not be considered an absolute good. 
Above all, it does not guarantee salvation; on the contrary, it may even seriously 
jeopardize it. In today's Gospel, Jesus puts his disciples on guard precisely against 
this risk. It is wisdom and virtue not to set one's heart on the goods of this world for 
all things are transient, all things can suddenly end. 
 
May the Virgin Mary help us not to be attracted by forms of security that fade, but 
rather to be credible witnesses of the eternal values of the Gospel, each day. 
 


