
The Value of Your Life: 
July 31, 2022 

Our daughter Molly was here last week...

With her husband Jarrett... 
And our grandson Easton. 


It was neat. 

Good times.

 
But one of the best memories...

I have with Molly... 

Is back when we lived in Middleton Wisconsin... [1 House]

This is the house we lived in... 

Kind of cute. 


Well... Janet and I decided...

To re-landscape our back yard.

It was a genuine mess...

Along the fence line. 

 
So we had all the old overgrown...

Trees and bushes and weeds...  
Ripped out... by the roots... 

So it was a blank slate...  [2 Back Yard]

 
Then an arborist friend of ours...

Planted a nice neat row...

Of arbor vitae... fast growing evergreens... 

Fairly tall ones...  
To provide privacy. 


We also planted a big old Colorado Blue Spruce... 
Right smack dab in the center... 
Maybe that was a sign... 
That we would end up...

In Colorado. 


Or maybe it was just a tree. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Anyway... at that point...

We wanted to build a wall...

To separate the back lawn...

From the tree line...

And to make a nice space behind the wall...  
To plant flowers. 


So... I invited Molly... 

To be the co-builder of this wall.

She was in high school. 

But somewhat willing to do the work...

So... we built the wall together. 




Molly and I dug the trench...

Filled it with sand...

Tamped it down... 
Made a nice flat level surface...


Then we stacked the retaining wall stones...

One on top of the other. 

Until it was just right. 


For the two of us.

It was a big project.

It took a bit of blood sweat and tears... 
For us to get it done. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

And along the way... 

Some things happened.... like... 

We talked about life... 
The universe...

And everything. 


It rained one day... 
While we were working...

Molly wanted to go inside.

And leave the whole mess behind. 

 
I said... why?... you're already soaked...

You're already dirty... 

And we're just about done...  
Might just as well keep working. 

So she buckled down... and kept working.


When we finished... 
The wall was beautiful. 

Level and straight. 

Ran the width of the back yard...

We both a sense of accomplishment. 

Of a job well done. 


It was a nice place to sit... 
Look at the flowers... 
And think about life. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Of course... we sold that house...

When we moved to Colorado. 


Then shortly after we moved here... 

We were back in Wisconsin... 
Visiting our family. 


We decided to drive...  
Past our old house...

To see and reminisce... 


Turns out... the new residents... 




Didn't value the little wall... 
The same way we did.


They ripped the wall...

Out of the back yard. 

Don't know why...  
Can't even hazard a guess. 


But I could not believe it.  
All that work.

All that time.  
All that energy.

All that effort. 

Was gone. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Even though it sounds scary... [3 Perfect Love]

I don't think the gospel lesson...

Is meant to scare us today.


I don't think... it's a warning from Jesus... 
Saying... you better get your stuff together... 
Because death comes unexpectedly...

And it's going to catch you unaware... 


I don't think Jesus... 

Uses fear...

To modify our behavior. 


God doesn't use fear as a weapon against us.

As a matter of fact... 
The bible says...

There is no fear in love. 

Perfect love... casts out fear. 


God doesn't use fear...  
To manipulate us. 

 
That's what people do. 

People try to make us afraid... all the time. 

So that we do what they want us to do. 

So that we vote the way they want us to vote... 

So we buy what they want us to buy. 


People use fear... 

Usually to get what they want... 

Which again usually is... money...

Out of our pockets. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

You know what I mean... they say... 

This product is going to change your life.

This social media influencer is living the life you should be living. 

This new belief system is going to make you successful and prosperous....

And handsome and beautiful... oh yeah... skinny.




This new book is the answer to all your questions. 

Everything you ever wondered... 

 
And what is the common denominator?...

All you have to do...

Is give me...

your money... 


Then your life... 
Will be good and whole... 

And worthwhile. 


You will be pretty and strong and successful...

You will be filled with life. 


Blah... blah... blah...  

That's not how it works. 

If there were an easy answer...

Surely someone would have bottled it... by now. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I think that realistic view is more in line...  [4 Rich Fool]

With what Jesus is presenting...

In the Gospel lesson. 

 
The idea that this man... 
Who was successful...  
And his farm was doing really well... 
Thought the answer to his life... 
The next step in his success...

 
Was to tear down all of his old barns...

And build bigger ones...

Gather more grain... 
Get more money...

And gain more and more and more...

 
So that... he could be... what? 

The richest?

The most powerful?

The most successful?

Have the most toys?


I don't know why... 

But by gathering more...

He was under the impression... 
That if he just had enough...

Somewhere down the road...

 
He would finally be able to say... ok.  

Now O my soul... you can relax eat drink and make merry. 

As though that was the ultimate goal.

And the meaning of his life. 




----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hmmm.... I'm not going to lie... 
That does sound kind of nice.

You know... relax eat drink and make merry.

That sounds like what people call... "the good life." 


But Jesus says... nope. 

YOUR life is more than...

An abundance of possessions. 


Your life means something. 

It has some intrinsic value.  
It was given to you... 
By God.  For a reason... 


So... the question in this lesson is... 


What are doing with your life?

What is the real meaning of your life?


What are you living for?

What are you working for?

What are you dying for? 


Jesus is encouraging us...

To ask all these questions. 


Because if we don't stop... 
Somewhere along the way...

And answer that question... for ourselves...  

Eventually... we end up...

In the exact same place... 
And the foolish farmer... 

Going to work.  
Making more money.

Tearing down old barns... 

Building bigger barns.

And going back to work... over and over again...


It's an endless cycle.

It's a trap.  Void of ultimate meaning... 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lather. Rinse. Repeat.  [5 Repeat]  
You know... like it used to say.... 
On the back of the shampoo bottle. 

Lather. Rinse. Repeat.


You know that was an advertising campaign.. right.

It was meant to manipulate us. 

Unless your hair is really dirty... 

You don't have to... 




Lather.  Rinse. Repeat.

One time is enough. 


But the more you wash your hair... 
The more shampoo you use... 
The more we have to buy...

And the more money... Proctor and Gamble...

Or whatever company makes... at our expense. 


But if you do Lather. Rinse. Repeat...

The people pushing the product... say...  
You will have special hair...

That's full and fluffy. 

And really really really clean. 


Well... It doesn't work for me. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sorry.  

Displaced hair anger.

I digress. 


The question Jesus is asking... 

Is what is the value...

The meaning... 
The purpose...

Of your life? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

When Jewish psychiatrist Viktor Frankl  [6 Frankl]

Was arrested by the Nazis 

During World War II 


He was put in Auschwitz, 

The INFAMOUS death camp, 


There he was stripped of everything:

Property, family, possessions, 

And a manuscript 

He had spent years... researching and writing 

On finding... of all things... the meaning of life. 


The manuscript had been sewn 

Into the lining of his coat.


Frankl wrote.

"Now it seemed as if nothing 

And no one would survive me; 

Neither a physical nor a spiritual child of my own," 


"I found myself confronted 

With the question of whether 

Under such circumstances 

My life was ultimately void of any meaning."

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------




A few days later, 

The Nazis forced the prisoners 

To give up what little clothing they still wore. 


"I had to surrender my clothes 

And in turn inherited the worn-out rags 

Of an inmate who had been sent 

To the gas chamber,"


"Instead of the many pages of my manuscript, 

I found in the pocket of the newly acquired coat 

A single page torn out of a Hebrew prayer book, 

Which contained the Jewish prayer 'Shema Yisrael' 


The prayer is...

Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one God. 

And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 

And with all your soul and with all your might.


Frankl asked...

"How should I have interpreted such a 'coincidence' 

Other than as a challenge 

To 'live' my thoughts 

Instead of merely putting them on paper?"

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What if Viktor Frankl was right? 


What if the really important thing... 

About our existence in this world... 

Is putting our thoughts into action... into our life. 


Or for those of us... 
Who believe in the love and power of God... 
To change the world around us.

 
What if we chose to live out... 

Not the values of the world around us... 
That encourage us... 
To have a bigger house... boat... or car...

And more and more stuff...

 
What if we lived out... 
The values given to us by God... 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ. 


You know.... Those things... 

That God has called us to do.

 
Like instead of spending our lives...

On becoming or appearing...

Rich... famous... funny... smart... successful... knowledgeable. 

Or whatever our culture says is valuable. 




---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
What if we strove... INSTEAD... [7 Jesus]

For the values of Jesus... 
 
What we if we poured out our lives... 

For the love of God... 
And for the love of other people.

Just like Jesus said. 

Just like Jesus did. 

 
What if we gave...  
What we could give...

To make this world... 

A better place.


Not based on some political agenda... 
Not based on what we can gain for ourselves... 

Not based on what the culture of the day... 
Tells us we should value.

 
Not based even on our own thoughts and desires.

 
What if we chose to live...  
God's Word into the world. 

Above everything else. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What would that look like for you?

Would you have to change anything?

Would you have to try harder? 

Would you have to reevaluate what you're doing....

And how you're spending your life? 


Because in the end. 

All we have... is our hope in God.


Nothing else has the power to save us.

Nothing else can give us life. 

Only God. 


So if God gives life.  
And if Jesus poured his life out...

For the sake of the world. 


And called us to do the same thing... 

 
Then... that's it.  Right? That's the meaning.  
We are called to give our life...

For the common good. 

Not just for our own benefit...

But to be rich toward God. 


That's a hard word...

For our deeply divided and self centered world. 




----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

But there are others who agree with Jesus. 


William Shakespeare said... [8 Shakespeare]

The meaning of life is to find your gift.

The purpose of life is to give it away. 


Winston Churchill said... [9 Churchill]

We make a living by what we get...

But we make a life by what we give.


Mother Teresa said... [10 Mother Teresa]

I am a little pencil in the hand of a writing God

Who is sending a love letter

To the world. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Well.  One more thing.  I want you to know. 

I don't really care...

About the wall...

In the backyard...

Of a house that we used to own. 


It's not the house...

Or the yard...

Or even the wall... 
That was important to me.  [11 Molly]

 
It was the time... 

That I spent with our daughter. 


It was the conversation...

We had while we built.


It was the work that we did with our hands...

Side by side. 

 
It was the life that we lived... together... 

In that moment.


It was the love that we shared... 

And still... continue to share... 
Even to this day. 


That's what's important to me.

That's what's precious and cannot be replaced. 

That's what we invested in. 


Not a wall.

Not a house.

Not a yard.


We invested in love. 




The question Jesus... 

The Lord of Love...

And the God of Life...

 
The question he asks us... is... 

How are YOU spending YOUR life?

Is it worth it? 


Thanks be to God.

Amen!



