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Bethany Lutheran Church, 
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Pastor:  Jeffrey Geiger 
pastorjeff@bethluthspencer.com  

Coordinator of Children, Youth & 
   Family Ministry: Lynn Egesdal 
Lynn@bethluthspencer.com  

Director of Worship and Music: 
Elina Leander Ozolins 
sveiks@mediacombb.net 

Visitation Minister: Onalee Wright 
onalee53@gmail.com 

Secretary: Mary Ann Quail 
bethany@bethluthspencer.com  

Custodian: Lois Becker 
sp2whlgrs@gmail.com  

CHURCH COUNCIL: 
   Russ Wright, President 
   Sue Boblit, Secretary 
   Sandi Schmidt, Treasurer 
   Council members at large: 
     Paul Wick 
     Justin Falline, 
     Kristin Bensen 
     Mallory Graves, Zoey Metcalf, 

 

Summer is moving right along. We have been able to worship on the lawn, 

we have had baptisms and VBS. In addition, we have held a six-week Adult 

Forum, where we have read and discussed Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. 

Some of us remember learning it in our younger days, and there are others of us 

that have never read or studied it at all. The Small Catechism is a handbook that 

is intended to be used in the home to learn the basics of the faith: the Ten 

Commandments, the Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, and Holy Communion. 

There are even guides and table prayers included too. Luther gives helpful 

explanations to the basics of the faith for us to learn. On Sunday mornings we 

gathered and discussed the parts of the catechism. Even I was able to learn 

something new, and it was good to have some conversation around coffee. 

In his explanation to the Ten Commandments, Luther tells us that we should 

fear and love God. Not fear in a bad or fearful way, but to have respect for God. 

In our lives we carry the love that God has for us out into the world. In the study 

edition of the Small Catechism, Luther reflected and said that the Ten 

Commandments show us how we fail to live up to God’s standards, and the 

Creed, baptism, and the Eucharist show us how we are met with God’s grace and 

love. 

This summer can be a time to read, learn, or dig into scripture (or the 

catechism!). Look up and reflect on some of your favorite verses, or find a new 

favorite verse. Share and discuss them with family. You can pick up a Christ in 

our Home devotional, which has some scripture readings and a reflection for the 

day. It will deepen your faith, and lead to a new fear and respect for God. 

“Fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge….”  -Proverbs 1:7 

 PR. JEFF GEIGER 

PROPERTIES PROJECTS UPDATE 

When it comes to outdoor improvement 
projects in Iowa, we all know that summer is 
the time to “git ‘er done”. You’ve got to make 
hay when the sun shines!!  

In our last newsletter the properties committee shared a list of projects for 
this year. We are happy to report that some are completed, including: the north 
entry lighting upgrade, the Grand Avenue sign replacement (many thanks to 
Kirby Schmidt for tackling this one!) and shingling the 1418 rental house and 
garage. Stay tuned for more updates as we continue to chip away at the list! 

http://www.bethluthspencer.com/
mailto:pastorjeff@bethluthspencer.com
mailto:Lynn@bethluthspencer.com
mailto:sveiks@mediacombb.net
mailto:onalee53@gmail.com
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mailto:sp2whlgrs@gmail.com
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Listed below are current 
prayer concerns and those 
from over the past month. 
Prayers have been lifted for 
these individuals at Bethany 
and beyond. If you have a 
prayer request, let us know! 

Health Concerns: 

 Lloyd Duffney, Sherrie Green, Mary Rose Hemme, 

 Donna Jones, Gerald Koester, Doug Marske,  

 Steve Salts, Marv & Ethel Schmidt, 

 Jason Van Ampting, Skip Vanderpool 

 Angela Gillespie (Elina Leander Ozolin’s niece)  

 Ed Duffney (Lloyd Duffney’s son); 

 Sheila King (Tim & Lyle Youngdahl & Brenda Miller’s sister) 

 Karen Aasgaard (Val Van Ampting’s sister-in-law) 

 Emma Ritz (Kellie Powers’ mother) 

Those who mourn (the families of):  

 Marilyn Meyer 

 Beverly Walstrom 

 Jack Lyster (Jill Meyer’s brother) 

 Carol Koehlmoos (Lindsey Baxter’s grandmother) 

Thanksgiving: 

 Matt Kuehler & Kim Wilson Kuehler–Blessing of Marriage 

 Ryan & Cayla Sundall new baby boy - Lucas, born July 14,  

  joining big sister Sydney at home; grandparents at Bethany  

   are Mike & Lynn Egesdal; 

 Baptized at Bethany on July 17: Braydon & Bryzon Robbins, 

   Ayden Lidman, Hugo, Cualli, Stella & Lileelin Manzano 

THRIVENT VOLUNTEERS MEETING 

Thrivent volunteers will meet in 
the Archive Room downstairs at 
Bethany on Sunday, August 14 at 
10:15am to review Choice $$ 
receipts and disbursements to-date 
and discuss possible uses for these 

funds. If you are a Thrivent member and would like to be 
involved in this process, you are welcome to come and join 
the conversation. Please join us! 

QUILT AUCTION WEEKEND AT OLBC 

The 35th annual quilt auction will 
be held at Okoboji Lutheran Bible 
camp the weekend of Friday-
Saturday, August 5 & 6. There are 
lots of activities planned including 
the traditional Scandinavian feast, a 
concert, a 5K fun run/virtual 5K, and 
of course the quilt auction. For full 
details log on to: www.okoboji.org/quilt.  

 

As I write this article it is the end of July, summer is more 
than halfway over. School will be starting soon and so will 
the program year here at Bethany. In the ministry world, 
summer doesn’t mean it’s down time or slow time. It’s a 
time to plan and prepare for the school or ministry year.  It’s 
talking with others about what has or hasn’t been working. 
It’s talking about what’s the goal when it comes to our 
children’s faith education at the different ages or grades. 
It’s talking with and finding out what our families need from 
their church community.  

We want and need to hear from you!!! What are your 
needs? What are your family’s needs as you live in today’s 
world? What faith foundation do you want offered to your 
child or family?  

An opportunity for us to hear this is on August 21st 
following the 9 am worship time. We will be having a back 
to school or back pack blessing that morning during our 
outdoor worship. We’ll move inside for a picnic type meal 
and share our wishes or dreams for Bethany Lutheran 
church. We encourage all ages to participate in this; we 
want to hear what you and/or your family needs or feels 
God is calling us to do here at Bethany Lutheran Church. 
Let’s dream together!!! 

“There is a time for everything, and a season for 
every activity under the heavens:  

…2a time to be born and a time to die, …. 
6a time to keep and a time to throw away    

… 7a time to be silent and a time to speak   Ecclesiastes 3:1-7 

God’s Blessings, 
Deacon Lynn Egesdal 

 

TRIENNIAL CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY 

The 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly will be held in 
Columbus, OH, August 8-12, gathering under the theme, 
Embody the Word. The ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the 
primary decision-making body of the church, is a process 
of communal spiritual discernment. Bishop Lorna Halaas 
and nine others will attend on behalf of the Western Iowa 
Synod. Please pray that the Spirit will strengthen, guide, 
and encourage them as they reflect on the mission of the 
church. Pray for wisdom, for safe travel, and joyful 
gatherings. Thank you for your prayerful support! 

http://www.okoboji.org/quilt
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SUNDAY READINGS & VOLUNTEERS FOR AUGUST 

Come to worship at Bethany at 9:00am or tune in to our 
livestream on You Tube. Consider joining us for this 
month’s outdoor service and back-to-school blessing on 
the front lawn at Bethany on Sunday, August 21. 

AUGUST 7 – PENTECOST 9 
Scriptures:  Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm 33:12-22; 
   Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40 
Greet, Read, Usher: Pixie Jensen 
Communion servers: Jody Vollmer, Sharon Cameron 

AUGUST 14 – PENTECOST 10 
Scriptures:  Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82; 
   Hebrews 11:29 – 12:2; Luke 12:49-56 
Greet & Usher: Kirk & Sue Andersen 
Read: Don Moore 
Communion servers: Twila Henning, Onlaee Wright 

AUGUST 21 – PENTECOST 11 
OUTDOOR SERVICE WITH BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING 

Scriptures: Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 103:1-8; 
  Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17 
Greet: Susan Geiger; Read: Judy Hiemstra 
Communion servers:  Janet Keck, Mary Hugen 
Usher: Susan Geiger, Judy Hiemstra 

AUGUST 28 – PENTECOST 12 
Scriptures: Proverbs 25:6-7; Psalm 112; 
   Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 
Greet: Cindy Heiter; Read: Mary Marske 
Communion servers: Jody Vollmer, Val Van Ampting 
Usher: Cindy Heiter, Sue Boblit 

THE BELLS ARE BACK!! 

The hand bells are back from being 
refurbished and ready for rehearsals – 
to start this fall! Many thanks to Kristin 

Bensen, Worship & Music ministry 
team chair, for overseeing this 

project. We look forward to enjoying 
them again at our worship services. 

TECH BOOTH TRAINING 

There is a need for more hands to help in the tech 
booth at our worship services. This includes operating 
the sound board, computer operation involving the 
power points and You Tube livestreams and operating 
the camera. We hope to have some training sessions in 
August. Please consider helping and stay tuned for more 
information – coming soon!! 

 

LOOKING TO FILL VACANT COUNCIL SEATS 

Two council seats are open at this time and we are 
seeking volunteers to fill these positions. The term would 
run from now through January, 2023. If interested and 
able to help, please contact Russ Wright at 346-8913 or 
call the church office 262-2327. 

 
MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS WANTED 

Committees (a.k.a. Ministry Teams) are looking for 
additional help. Bethany’s Faith in Action Committee, the 
Parish Education Committee and others are looking for 
additional members to help do the work of the church. 
If you or someone you know are interested in serving on 
a Ministry Team at Bethany, please let Pastor Jeff or 
Deacon Lynn know. Another option would be assisting 
with specific events such as the children’s Christmas 
program, Vacation Bible School, fellowship suppers, etc. 
Please contact us soon!! We need many hands to make 
these ministries possible!! 

 
SUMMARY REPORT THROUGH JUNE 30, 2022 

Below is a summary of Bethany’s income and expenses 
at mid-year 2022: 

Year-to-Date Revenues -----------------  $145,478.43 

Year-to-Date Expenses ------------------- $170,487.75 

Year-to-Date Net Gain (Loss) --------- $  (25,009.32) 

The summer months typically see a decrease in revenues 
yet operating expenses continue. As a reminder, Bethany 
offers electronic giving. If you are interested or would like 
more information, please contact Bethany’s treasurer, 
Sandi Schmidt (262-7975) or the church office. Thank you 
for your gracious giving and for remembering. 
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BETHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
IN THE SPOTLIGHT: 

MUTUAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE 

The concept of mutual ministry and the constitutional 
requirement that every congregation have a mutual 
ministry committee has been part of the ELCA since its 
beginning in 1998. The practice has taken a variety of 
forms but the concept is an important aspect of the 
relationship between pastor and people. 

True mutual ministry is mission oriented, NOT pastor 
centered. The mutual ministry committee is NOT the 
committee that ministers to the pastor or meets the 
pastor’s personal, psychological, and spiritual needs for 
support. The pastor can form his/her own group for 
these needs. 

Rather Mutual Ministry is for the renewal of the 
whole congregation including the pastors and will 
encourage everyone’s ministry. Mutual Ministry will not 
serve either the pastor or the congregation, per se, but 
will always focus on the mission of the congregation.” 

Below is the Mutual Ministry Committee’s presentation to 
the Council at June 2022 meeting: 

Council Presentation 
Mutual Ministry Committee 
June 2022 

Intro: 

In accordance with Synod recommendations,  
Pastor Jeff formed a Mutual Ministry Committee of 
the following members of his choosing: Bill Bensen, 
Laurie Conlon, Mary Marske, & Pixie Jensen 

Objective of presentation: 

To explain our mission as outlined in the book “Pastor 
& People - Making Mutual Ministry Work” 

Broad objectives for Mutual Ministry: 

Caring for the council and congregation’s mutual life 
together in ways that create a positive climate 

Tending to Relationships: 

Many people share the responsibility for tending the 
relationship between the pastor and people. 

We must all be involved in planning, tending and 
assessing this most critical relationship that undergird 
every aspect of the life & ministry of your 
congregation.  

Tending to Relationships (cont’d): 

Tending the healthy relationship between pastor & 
people is crucial work for congregation leaders & the 
heart of mutual ministry. 

How Mutual Ministry Committee works: 

Healthy mutual ministry comes thru a small group 
approach that is process-patient and whose focus is 
always on the mission of the congregation.  

We are to concentrate on holding mutual ministry in 
creative communication - a constant interplay & 
building the relationships within our group. 

TRUST & ACCOUNTABILITY ARE ESSENTIAL FOR 
MUTUAL MINISTRY TO DEVELOP OVER TIME -  
WHERE THERE IS BOTH TRUST & ACCOUNTABILITY,  
CONFLICT IS NOT A THREAT 

Mutual Ministry Committee is one that takes 
time/effort to be a group and not a collection of 
individuals that gathers to perform a task 

Committee’s Response: 

We are to pay attention to what is going on (scanning) 
& respond:  

Share our observations with the Council 

Suggest to Council that it look into or have a 
conversation with the committee about a particular 
situation 

Internal discussion – ANY SUGGESTION OR 
CONVERSATION MUST BE CONSTRUCTIVE IN NATURE, 
AN ATEMPT TO BUILD UP & NOT TEAR DOWN 

Conclusion: 

The Mutual Ministry Committee will strive to 
communicate in a positive manner Pastor Jeff, each 
other, and the Council 

The Mutual Ministry Committee will strive to care for 
our mutual life together in ways that will create a 
positive climate for the congregation 

Prayer: p. 61 in “Pastor & People” book 

Respectfully submitted to Council, 

Bill Bensen: bill.j.bensen@gmail.com 
Laurie Conlon: (712) 346-7059 
Mary Marske: marskemary@gmail.com  
Pixie Jensen: pixiej1950@gmail.com  

NOTE: Council meetings are open to congregational 
members. To speak at a council meeting, please ask to 
be put on the agenda by contacting Sue Boblit, Council 
Secretary: 262-8244; sdboblit@gmail.com 

mailto:bill.j.bensen@gmail.com
mailto:marskemary@gmail.com
mailto:pixiej1950@gmail.com
mailto:sdboblit@gmail.com
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August 1: Carolyn Kruger 

 Marc Heien 

 Troy Finkbeiner 

August 5: LaRae Pemberton 

August 6: Randy Phillips 

August 7: Zoey Metcalf 

August 11:  Russ Wright 

August 15: Janet Myers 

 Lois Becker 

 Jacob Blume 

August 16: Mary Hugen 

August 17: Susan Geiger 

 Dustin Vanderpool 

 Lileelin Manzano 

August 18: Julie Spiess 

August 20: Cori DeVlaeminck 

 Madison Stave 

 Aaliyah Van Ampting 

August 21: Kelly Manwarren 

 Michelle Albrecht 

August 23: Sarah Wassom 

August 24: Kristine Ferendelli 

 Lance Storley 

August 25: Haley Lachner 

 MacKenzie Manwarren 

August 26: Nancy Wick 

 Becky Winterboer 

 Ross McWhirter 

 Payton Cooper 

 Rylee Stephas 

August 27: Lindsay Metcalf 

August 28: Judith Landoe 

 Steve Salts 

 Jaci Schrier 

August 29: Sandra Kabrick 

 Braden Seversen 

August 30: Joni Harig 

August 31: Rita Storm 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
BROTHERS & SISTERS IN CHRIST!! 

Women of Bethany 
AS A COMMUNITY OF WOMEN WE COMMIT OURSELVES 

TO GROW IN FAITH AND AFFIRM OUR GIFTS 

 
FUN & FELLOWSHIP FOR LWR MISSIONS 

Many thanks to everyone who participates in our Fun 
and Fellowship Workdays, held on the second Thursday 
of most months. Please consider joining us this month on 
Thursday, August 11 at 9am in the church dining room.  

A special thank you goes out to those who support 
our mission efforts with cash gifts to purchase supplies 
and/or donations of items needed for the care kits and 
fabric for the quilts. The fruits of our mission-work labor 
over the past 12 months produced the following results. 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF: 
Quilts ------------------------------------------------------- 69 
School Kits ------------------------------------------------ 26 
Personal Care Kits --------------------------------------- 53 
Sewing Kits ----------------------------------------------- 40 

On Saturday, August 6 the boxes of quilts and kits will 
be loaded up and hauled to Southpark Mall for transport 
to the LWR warehouse in Minnesota. 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
Ladies, come away from the hustle and bustle to 

“Looking for “God in the Ordinary”, a day-long retreat 
(9:30am-4pm) in Akron, IA on Saturday, August 27. 
Women throughout western Iowa will gather for spiritual 
renewal at “The Hole in the Wall”. Tucked away in the 
beautiful Loess Hills of northwest Iowa, this event center 
features rustic charm & an abundance of natural beauty. 
Please register by August 18. Cost for the retreat is $40. 
For more information, call Pastor Trish Underberg at 712-
660-8583. 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
Our August Bible study, “Crafted in 

Christ – The Ties that Bind” will examine 
how God invites us to commit to a new 
way of life with God and with each 
other. At this time, the study date is to 
be announced – stay tuned!! 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Women of Bethany host the August St. Luke Auxiliary 
meeting. Many thanks to Sue Boblit, Twila Henning and 
Lois Becker for volunteering to provide some of the items 
needed. We appreciate your help! 
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION OPPORTUNITY 

Deb Mechler is offering an eight-week course for adults 
based on Henri Nouwen's book Spiritual Formation: 
Following the Movements of the Spirit. Participants will 
follow readings and try spiritual practices each week to 
deepen their relationship with God. If you are restless, 
ready to enrich your spiritual life beyond Bible study and 
worship, this course is for you. Sessions will be held on 
Monday nights in the church parlor beginning August 15 
through October 10. Look up the book online to purchase 
your own copy (new and used copies are available on 
Amazon). Contact Deb at 260-3286 for assistance or if you 
have questions. Minimum of five students, maximum of 
twelve. Sign up soon! 

 
Deacon Lynn Egesdal, coordinator 

lynn@bethluthspencer.com  

LOOKING AHEAD TO NEW PROGRAM YEAR... 

Kickoff in September for WOW Wednesdays!! 

Plan to join us as we kick off another year of WOW 
(Weekly on Wednesday) on September 21st!! Bring the 
whole family at 5:30pm for a meal, games, fellowship & fun! 
WOW will continue to meet the following Wednesday 
afternoons beginning on September 28th from 4:00-5:30 
pm. We’ll have a variety of activities and of course lots of 
fun as we explore and learn more about our faith, the bible 
and strengthen our relationship with God. We’ll learn bible 
verses and explore stories that will help us grow!!! We hope 
your kids will join us and they’re encouraged to invite a 
friend. This is for Kindergarten through 6th graders!! Youth 
in grades 7-12 are invited to serve as helpers.  

Confirmation Orientation for 7th – 9th graders 

A Confirmation orientation for students & their parents 
will be held on Wednesday, August 17th. Students in grades 
7-8 will meet at 6:30pm and students in 9th grade meet at 
7:00pm. We look forward to seeing you then! 

ACTIVITIES FOR EVERYONE!! 

 

KIWANIS FUNDRAISER EVENT 

Plan to bring the kiddos out to Spencer Daybreakers 
Kiwanis’ “Touch-A-Truck” event at the Clay County Regional 
Events Center parking lot on Saturday, August 13 from 
10am-1pm. Cost is $10 per family. This affordable, family-
friendly event features numerous vehicles on display, 
including firetrucks, law enforcement vehicles, race cars, 
construction and farm equipment! Fun and educational for 
everyone. Proceeds will support Kiwanis projects serving 
the needs of children, both locally and internationally. 

FEED YOUR CREATIVITY AT THE WAY STATION 

The Way Station (120 W 4th St) is an outreach ministry 
of the Episcopal Diocese of IA serving the Spencer area 
through hospitality, arts, books and more. Each Tuesday in 
August, from 6-8pm, they are hosting a creativity workshop 
and you are invited to join in the inspiration and fun: 

➢ August 2 - Creative Collage 

➢ August 9 - Paint Pouring 

➢ August 16 - Bookmarks and Magnets 

➢ August 23 - Ceramics Painting 

➢ August 30 - Signs of Fall 

 

Also, a back-to-school Luau Party with food, games, 
crafts and fun is set for August 18 from 5-7pm! Please 
register for these events by calling Rev. Beth Preston at: 
580-5463 or email: revbethpreston@gmail.com.  

mailto:lynn@bethluthspencer.com
mailto:revbethpreston@gmail.com
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A MESSAGE FROM LSI: 
BACK TO SCHOOL 

School is right around the 
corner! This time of year can be 

exciting and stressful for many of us, but adjusting back into 
a classroom routine can be especially difficult for kids and 
teens with emotional or behavioral disorders.  

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) provides mental and 
behavioral health services for children and families across 
the state. Our therapists provide virtual and in-person 
therapy sessions with children, while our Behavioral Health 
Intervention Services team collaborates with families in 
their home to help develop skills like anger management 
and healthy decision making. LSI also provides 24-hour 
mental health care at our Bremwood Residential Treatment 
Center in Waverly to empower Iowa children and teens.  

We thank you for your support of LSI’s mission as we 
respond together to the love of Jesus Christ through 
compassionate service! We know there are more Iowa 
children in need of this critical care. To learn more about 
how you can give a gift to support these crucial services, 
contact Deb Whitford, director of philanthropy and church 
relations: 563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org. 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of 
Jesus Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated 
social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA 
& a member of Lutheran Services in America, proudly serving 
people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, 
national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. 
Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.Iowa.  

Support for the Long Run 
Part of LSI’s mission is to ensure hundreds of Iowa 

children and families have access to quality mental health 
care, parenting education, and crisis services. On our 
Bremwood Residential Treatment Center campus in 
Waverly, staff are able to provide 24/7 behavioral health 
care and encouragement for children and teens like N. 
During her time on campus, N and her team of therapists 
and professionals worked on developing coping skills that 
could help her manage her anger on the difficult days and 
take space for herself when she felt overwhelmed. She was 
able to participate in Spiritual Life, a voluntary faith-based 
program offered on campus. N says the program helped her 
learn important lessons about forgiveness & trust through 
reading passages of scripture. She says the biggest lesson 
she has learned is that “when you make a mistake, there 
are ways to fix it.” N is now looking ahead and has goals for 
her future. She is working on graduating high school, and 
excited to get her driver’s license. She wants to become a 
special education teacher and empower the next 
generation, and she wants her story to inspire other kids 
who could  benefit from the same care she received 
through LSI. 

   

In June we had our Baobab Blast Vacation Bible School. 
It was a fun week and it wouldn’t have been possible 
without our many volunteer leaders!!! Thank you to all 
of you who assisted in any way!!! 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

Dear Bethany Lutheran Church, 
I am sincerely honored to have been selected as a 

recipient of this scholarship. Thank you for your 
generosity, as this will help me fund my college journey. 
I plan to attend Iowa Lakes in the fall, majoring in either 
business or engineering. I greatly appreciate all of your 
support throughout the years.  Thanks again, 

Cole DeVlaeminck 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

To Bethany Lutheran Scholarship Committee–  

I am writing this to express my sincere gratitude for 
making this scholarship possible. I was thrilled to learn of 
my selection for this and I am deeply appreciative of the 
support Bethany Lutheran provides. I am currently 
pursuing a career in Mortuary science and have chosen 
to attend Iowa Lakes here in Spencer. Additionally, I will 
be finishing my requirements through the DMACC 
Mortuary Science program. Because of this generous 
donation, expenses will now play a lesser obstacle in my 
pursuit of a higher education. Additionally, I will be able 
to achieve my goals of helping the community in the long 
run! Thank you again for your thoughtfulness and 
generosity.  Aliza Huntoon 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

A big thank you to Pastor Jeff for visiting Doug in the 
hospital, for the support he offered both of us during a 
difficult time, and to his whole family who joined Doug 
for dinner while I was at a family reunion. Thanks for all 
the prayers offered for his recovery. Mary Marske 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

Many thanks goes out to Janet Myer, Sylvia Moore 
and Mary Ann Quail for helping with Fellowship time at 
Longhouse-Northshire on Friday afternoons in July. 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~ 

A HUGE thank you to these folks for helping with 
“Spencer Home Delivered Meals” in July. Your kindness 
shines the light of Christ on others in our community: 

Jim & Janet Keck Russ & Onalee Wright 
Rita Storm Don & Sylvia Moore 
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GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS. 
PRE - FAIR PAINTING EVENTS!! 

Calling all painters! Help is needed!! Jeremy and 
Allen from the fairgrounds have 

asked if Bethany had people 
willing and able to paint. The 
small cabin by the Sundholm 
Environmental Center cabin is 
in need of paint/stain. If you are 

able and would be willing to 
help, please let Deacon Lynn 

know as soon as possible. We’ll find a time that 
works best to get this done!!! And, don’t forget – 
September 11 is the church-wide God’s Work–Our 
Hands Sunday! Plans for activities surrounding that 
event are in the works. Stay tuned for more 
information to come! 

 

OUTDOOR SERVICE WITH 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL BLESSING AND PICNIC 

 

Mark your calendars! On Sunday, August 21st we 
will have worship on the front lawn here at Bethany. 
The service will include our back-to-school blessing. 
This is for students of all ages, teachers and all 
education personnel. Bring your backpack, computer 
bag or just yourself and receive a blessing as you 
begin another school year!!  

The service will be followed by a meal with a time 
to dream about what you want to see here at 
Bethany Lutheran Church. Watch for more details 
about these activities – coming soon!! 

Also, we will kick-off a fundraiser for our “Room 
at the Table” mission the 2022-2023 school year! 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL HERE!! 

Non-Profit  
US Postage Paid 

Spencer, IA  
Permit No. 150 

 

http://www.bethluthspencer.com/
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