
CHANGED LIVES 

Acts 9:1-21 

Cat and 2 Dogs Story 

Two dogs and a cat died and went to Heaven.  When they entered the pearly gates, the Lord was 

sitting on his throne and told them to come in.  He asked the first dog, a Labrador to tell him 

about his time on earth.  He said, as you know we labs love to play so I played fetch with my 

family and was always there for them to pet me and I really loved them.  The lord said, good, 

come and sit at my right side.  The second dog was a Doberman, so the lord asked him the same 

question.  The Doberman replied, as you know our breed has a rather aggressive streak, so I 

channeled all of my aggression into protecting my family.  They were always safe when I was 

around.  The lord said great come and sit on the left of my throne.  Then He said to the cat, tell 

me about your time on earth.  The cat replied, you are in my seat.  There is a moral to this story, 

that we will get back to later in the talk.   

Saul(Paul) said that he used to believe that he ought to do everything he could to oppose the very 

name of Jesus, the Nazarene.  Indeed he did just that in Jerusalem.  Authorized by the leading 

priests, he caused many believers to be sent to prison.  And he cast his vote against them when 

they were condemned to death.  Many times he had them punished in the synagogues to get them 

to curse Jesus.  When Stephen was stoned, he was one of the witnesses and completely agreed 

with killing Stephen.  He was so violently opposed to Jesus’ followers that he even chased them 

down in foreign cities.   

Saul was uttering threats with every breath and was always eager to kill Jesus’ followers.  He 

went to the high priest and requested letters to the synagogues in Damascus, Syria, asking for 

their cooperation in the arrest of any followers the Way (Jesus) that he found there.  He wanted 

to bring them back to Jerusalem in chains because, he as a pharisee, knew what was right.  After 

all, he had been brought up in a strict Jewish family, and was educated as a pharisee.  He was a 

Jew’s Jew and a strict adherent to the law of God.  He was trying hard to obey God.  That meant 

persecuting all followers of Jesus because they deliberately broke the laws of the Pharisees by 

plucking and eating grain on the sabbath for example.   

As he was approaching Damascus on his mission, a light from heaven suddenly shone around 

him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him,  Saul! Saul!  Why are you 

persecuting me?  Who are you Lord, Saul asked!  And the voice replied, I am Jesus, the one you 

are persecuting!  Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.   

The men with Saul stood speechless, for they heard someone’s voice, but saw no one.  Saul on 

the other hand, saw Jesus.  Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he opened his eyes, 

he was blind.  So his companions had to lead him by the hand to Damascus.  He remained there 

three days and did not eat or drink.   

Please think about this.  Here is Saul, the “fire breathing dragon for God” who wants all 

Christians dead, being led by the hand like a child into the city.    

Now there was a believer in Damascus named Ananias.  The Lord spoke to him in a vision 

saying “go over to Straight Street to the house of Judas.  When you get there, ask for a man from 

Tarsus, named Saul.  He is praying right now.  I have shown him a vision of a man named 

Ananias coming in to lay hands on him so he can see again”.    

Think how much courage it must have taken for Ananias to go and lay hands on Saul.  I mean, he 

even said to Jesus, But Lord, I’ve heard about the terrible things that this man has done to 



believers in Jerusalem.  And, he is authorized by the leading priests to arrest anyone who calls on 

your name here.   

But, the Lord said go – for Saul is a chosen instrument to take my message to the Gentiles and to 

kings, as well as my people of Israel.   

So Ananias obeyed and went and found Saul.  He laid his hands on him and said, Brother Saul, 

the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road has sent me so that you might regain your sight 

and be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Something like scales fell off Sauls’s, eyes and he regained 

his sight.  He got up and was baptized.   

Saul (Paul) now acknowledged Jesus as lord, confessed his own sins, surrendered his life to 

Jesus and resolved to obey Him.  He chose God’s way.  True conversion comes from a personal 

encounter with Jesus Christ and leads to a new life in relationship with Him.  Paul was a changed 

man, and his life and actions were the real evidence that the good news about Jesus had changed 

him.   

I am no Paul, but I want to share my story with you.  At the age of 30, I was a university 

professor.  I served as a consultant for several large companies such as Eastman Kodak.  I had a 

group of graduate students and co-founded a symposium which is still running today.  I was 

arrogant and proud.  When consulting, the companies (like Eastman) would put me in a 

conference room and send 6 to 10 different Ph. D’s every hour to question me about everything 

from organic/polymer chemistry reaction mechanisms to new products they were considering 

developing.  I was often right in my analysis of issues and mechanisms and received praise for 

my analytical skills and breadth of knowledge.  My graduate students depended on me for 

knowledge as to how to do their projects and to keep research funding flowing.  Yes, I was 

arrogant and proud.   

I had wandered far from the religious upbringing of my youth.  I cursed, and could put together a 

string of expletives that would make a sailor blush.  I expected to get my way.   

I was well educated and knew what was what.  If you thought differently than me, you were 

obviously wrong.  You may find this hard to believe about me, but it was true.   

One day, I was challenged to read a particular book, but because I knew everything, I refused at 

first.  Under tremendous pressure from my family, I finally agreed to read the book.  I had 

“accepted Jesus” at an early age, but could not or would not change.  I had been to the altar to 

“rededicate” my life to God so many times, that I had worn a furrow in the carpet between my 

seat and the Altar.  After each rededication, I tried to change for a little while, but drifted back to 

my old habits every time.  This time I thought, I will not rededicate my life again, I will just live 

as I choose, because the Christian way just did not work for me.  But, after reading the book, and 

hearing that the man who was preaching a revival at the church we attended infrequently, 

(because I was too busy for church), had a special ability to help people really follow Jesus, I 

decided to give it one more shot.  The church was having a revival, so I went and listened and on 

the last night of the revival, I went forward and instead of saying, I will try harder to be a 

follower of Jesus (rededicating my life), I asked that Jesus fill me with the Holy Spirit.  I said, I 

will no longer do life my way, but will do what Jesus asks of me and directs me to do.  When the 

minister came by where I had knelt, he asked me what I wanted.  I said I want to be filled with 

the Holy Spirit.  He said, “Lord grant this man what he is asking for” and moved on.  I felt that I 

deserved more time than that.  I got no special prayer, no question and answer session, nothing.  

So I   thought, so much for that, went home and went to bed.  The next morning about 10 am, our 

secretary came into my office and asked “what has happened to you”?  I said nothing that I know 

of, why do you ask?  She said you are different.  You have not cursed, raised your voice, 



slammed down the phone followed by a string of expletives, or threatened anyone all morning.  I 

said wow, I didn’t even notice.  After reading the book and listening at the revival in the days 

before the anticlimactic night before, I had acknowledged Jesus as lord, confessed my sins and 

surrendered my life to Him.  That morning, I resolved to live His way instead of my own from 

that moment forward.   

You see, growing up, I had been told repeatedly that the way to have a closer relationship with 

God was to try harder to obey the rules and to be a better person. My encounter with Jesus was 

not nearly as dramatic as Paul’s, but I believe that we both learned that trying to follow God in 

our own strength doesn’t work.  Putting ourselves on the throne, like the cat in the beginning 

story is not the way to Jesus.   

My brothers and sisters, please hear that trying harder to please God in our own strength is not 

the answer to having a relationship with God, because our righteousness is as filthy rags in God’s 

sight.  No matter how hard we try, we fall short of perfection.  Yet, our Holy God requires 

perfection.  Heaven is a perfect place and there will be no sin in Heaven, but we are sinners.  

Only Jesus who lived a sinless life could measure up to Gods requirement.  This is why Jesus is 

the way, the truth and the life and no man comes to the Father but by Him.  Jesus exchanged his 

righteousness for our sins on the cross.  His blood was the only sacrifice that God could accept.  

Animal blood was used in the old testament as a temporary way to gain forgiveness for sins, but 

people had to go back regularly to offer more sacrifices to regain forgiveness and start over.  

Jesus was the sacrificial lamb of God whose blood was the perfect sacrifice for our sins and 

cleansed us once for all.  No further sacrifices are required.  This is why we can trust Him as 

Lord and savior.   

According to the book of Romans, we are all sinners.  And the wages of sin is death and eternal 

separation from God.  This is what Jesus came to save us from.   

Isn’t it amazing that we cannot earn salvation, nor be righteous enough to deserve it, but it is 

available as a gift if we will just accept it?  This is because God loved the world so much that He 

sent His only son so that whoever believes in him will not perish, but will have eternal life.   

And in Ephesians, we read that by grace we are saved through faith.  This is not of our own 

doing, it is a gift of God, not a result of our own efforts so that no one can boast.   

Keith asked me to speak about God’s future for Dover Church.  I know that the future has to start 

with surrender to God’s will and a desire to serve him with reckless abandon.  My prayer is that 

everyone in this church will accept the gift of Jesus to save you from your sins.  I believe that 

this is the first step towards God’s future for this church.   

If you have never prayed this prayer, I ask you to pray it with me now, and if you have, please 

join me is asking God to hear the prayers of those praying it.   

Dear Lord Jesus:   

I know that I am a sinner, and I ask for your forgiveness.  I believe that you died for my sins and 

rose from the dead.  I turn from my sins and invite you to come into my heart and life.  I want to 

trust and follow you as my Lord and Savior.  Amen.   

If you prayed this prayer, please let me know, it will thrill my soul.  AMEN!   

God is looking for people who will devote themselves completely to following His will.  Often 

we believe that almost is good enough but it is not.  God wants all of us  - not almost all.  If there 

are giants standing in your way, trust God and lean on Him.  He is trustworthy.  Be faithful to 

God not only at the start of your walk with Him, but also through out your whole life.   


