
Nehemiah – God’s Man on the Scene 
 
 

1. Let me tell you a story. It’s about a bureaucrat, a functionary, 
who would have had a good life, well paid, looked up to in his 
community and could have died quietly and at peace in his 
bed…but his faith in God and his love for God’s people drove 
him to do remarkable things instead.  
 

2. An old prayer said “Let my heart be broken with the things that 
break the heart of God.’ Nehemiah was a man whose heart was 
broken by the things that broke God’s heart.  

 
3. It has been traditional to use Nehemiah as a sermon text for 

churches that wanted to build an addition, or as a leadership 
seminar guru, or as a religious functionary, a bureaucrat with 
good intentions and good results. But there is another way we 
should and must view him: Nehemiah is a model of what God 
intended when He created man. 

 
4. Men are under attack from the media, education, academia. 

The reason no one seems to take this as seriously as they 
should is that it is known that men are powerful and somewhat 
dangerous. They could rise up anytime they chose and end 
what is going on.  

 
5. So they are controlled. Traditional male pastimes are ridiculed 

or legislated out of existence (hunting, playing war games) or 
they are frowned upon by a media elite that believes that riding 
in a pickup truck is automatic evidence of a low IQ. Boys are 
forced into learning situations where girls naturally excel and 
they never feel in place. That they do so well anyway is due to 
those characteristics which many women like least in them: 
ego, aggression, and power. 
 

6. Men have power, and that can be a dangerous thing. Put a 
700hp engine in a car and you might be wrapping that thing 
around a tree or a group of people within a block of lighting it 
up. But… 

 



7. Power under control is a beautiful and useful thing. When men 
bring their power before God and allow The Lord to control its 
use, great things happen. In case you had forgotten what God’s 
man looks like – look at Nehemiah. 

 
8. He is first and foremost concerned about the things of God. 

(1:3,4) What God wants consumes his thoughts and motivates 
him to action. Every room, every interaction: what does God 
want done here? It isn’t always easy to discern and we often 
get it wrong…but asking the question gets us focused in the 
right direction.  

 
9. But before action, he prays. (2:4,5) When asked by his king 

what troubled him, he prayed, then spoke. He gave God time to 
speak to him before he spoke to others. (officer candidate 
selection boards) 

 
10. His dream was God’s dream – rebuild the walls. Make 

Jerusalem safe. One of the reasons God made man as He did 
is so that man can make things safe. He gets others to help him 
rebuild the walls. (2:17,18) (we don’t record things – we 
intervene) 

 
11.  Prepare to get uncomfortable: He takes serious 

precautions to ensure that the work of God will continue and 
that the workers of God and their families will be safe. (4:7-23; 
7:1-3) He arms guards first. When that proves to be not 
enough, he arms every man and trains them to keep their 
weapons with them at all times.  

 
12. Note that they are not an aggressive force, or a vigilante 

force. They are not given permission to strike at those around 
them and their weapons are for defensive purposes only – not 
just to defend their own bodies but also the lives and families of 
those around them. 

 
13. He does not stop there. When people come to him and 

tell him that they are hungry and that there is massive social 
injustice in the land, Nehemiah moves quickly. He moves 
against social injustice. (5:1-7) The rich and powerful accede to 



his demands immediately. Perhaps because the populace was 
armed? (the same way Switzerland has never had a dictator) 
We cannot make Nehemiah a Republican or a Democrat. He 
was a God Follower. He would please and frustrate both sides 
because he isn’t trying to do either – he just wants to do what 
God wants done.  

 
14. Again, he thinks, then acts. (5:7) 

 
15. He then goes to all the people, including the poor, and 

reminds them that all of them are to be people of loyalty, 
compassion, and law. No one is excused because of their 
wealth or their poverty. All are amenable to the law of God and 
their community. (5:9-13) 

 
16. He led the way here, too. He laid aside rights, privileges, 

and honors. (5:14-16) The governors of the land had taxes to 
pay themselves, plus extra measures of the goods around 
them. Nehemiah refused to accept the money, food, and 
privilege and, instead, fed people from his own table, out of his 
own funds (which had to be seriously depleted by this).  

 
17. He would not let his men take land or funds from anyone. 

All of them worked every day alongside the most common 
laborer. (think about that! Today we have Vice Presidents fly 
over a flooded area, frown at it for the camera, and then fly 
away) 

 
18. He was not afraid to say “no” to danger, distractions, or 

protocol. (6:2-4) Nehemiah’s enemies were always trying to find 
a way to stop him. When the recognized leaders of the area 
tried to get him to meet with them, he refused. He didn’t “play 
nice.” He had work to do for God. 

 
19. And when faced with danger, He did not run (6:11-13). 

“Will a man like me run away?” 
 

20. But then the true nature of heroism is shown in chapter 
13. He has done all this work, made all of this progress, merely 
to go home and get reports that evil is at work in the land again. 



Instead of wailing and whining, he merely does what a man of 
God does: he got up, went back to work, and did it all again. 

 
Cleared out the house of God. 
Fed the servants of God who had been neglected. 
Got the tithes going again. 
Made the people remember the Sabbath. 
Called upon fathers to make sure their children only married in 
the faith. 

 
21. All he asked for was that the Lord would remember him 

and how much he cared for God’s reputation and God’s people. 
He was God’s man on the scene. He showed up. Showing up is 
99% of the battle.  

 
22. Think about the men and women in the Bible. None of 

them, except Jesus, were perfect but they all showed up. Martin 
Luther used to say “Lord, let me sin boldly!”  
 

23. Eyes open. Hearts open. Minds engaged. Be alert and 
aware. Take a deep breath and ask “God, what do you want 
done right now?” If in doubt, look at Jesus.  

 


