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      Summer Service Schedule 
 
Please visit our website calendar at 
oldchurchrd.com/events/calendar 

for the summer and early 
September service and activity 

schedule. 
 

www.oldchurchrd.com 
 

 We still live in interesting and uncertain times.  I have been 
looking back at the August Newsletter for 2000 and 2021.  Two 
years ago, we were relatively new to Covid and we were still 
getting used to Zoom services.  We did not yet have vaccines and 
we really had no idea how long we would be in a state of ‘lock 
down’.   
Last year we had vaccines, which were making a big difference, 
and although having been promised ‘the best summer’, it really 
wasn’t.  We were wondering if we might be back worshipping in 
our church at Christmas and indeed we were.  Then came a set 
back and we were back to our friend Zoom.  We give thanks for 
the technology, and for Noel who could use it.  Now we are back 
in person, but have learned that the on-line services met the 
needs of a number of people and so they have continued. 
But we still have stress and uncertainty.  The war in Ukraine has 
been stressful, even for those of us not directly affected.  We 
have climate change, with increasingly unpredictable storms, we 
have inflation and we have some evidence of increasing Covid 
cases. In these times we still have our faith to sustain us. 
“God of the present moment, God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; bring hope and courage to us in our  
uncertainty. Bring hope that you will make us the equal of 
whatever lies ahead. Bring us courage to endure what cannot be 
avoided, for your will is health and wholeness; you are God, and 
we need you. Amen.” (Adapted from Prayers in Uncertain Times from the 
Washington National Cathedral.) 
 
Submit items for the September Newsletter by August 25th to mthain@telusplanet.net 
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WEBSITE 
www.oldchurchrd.com 

 
Visit it often to check for news and upcoming events.  If anyone has an item they feel 
might be appropriate for inclusion on the website please send it to 
website@oldchurchrd.com. 

if you change contact information, eg. address, phone number or email   
address, make sure that you notify the office at: office@oldchurchrd.com 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Worship Services:  Please see the Events/Calendar page of our website 
(www.oldchurchrd.com/events/calendar) for the summer schedule of services and 
activities.  This will include the online service options and Thursday Eucharists. 
This service schedule reflects the times that Noel will be on a much deserved  
vacation. 
 
Information regarding in person worship: 
With the changes in the Provincial guidelines, all restrictions are now lifted for places of 
worship.  If you are uncomfortable with the ‘coffee hour’ do not feel that you need to 
attend.  If you prefer to continue to wear a mask in church, that is also fine. 
If you wish to attend one of the on line services, when they are offered, and do not 
receive an email invitation, contact vicar@oldchurchrd.com. 
 
COFFEE ROSTER: 
At the time of this writing (July 29th), no one has signed up to make the coffee and tea 
for after church.  It is not difficult, and there are instructions for making the coffee posted 
in the kitchen.  As had been said before, there is no need to provide food.  This time of 
fellowship is enjoyed by those who are able to attend.  The Sundays in August are the 
7th, 14th, 21st, 28th, and in September the 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th.  If you are able to 
make the coffee and tea on any of those dates, or signed up for one of them when 
you were in church this last Sunday, send a note to Barb at 
office@oldchurchrd.com. 
 
Finances:                                                                                                                        
Heat the Church:                                                                                                           
Just as it is important to continue giving our regular donations to the church, those who 
wish to contribute to this fund can do so by putting an envelope marked Heat the 
Church in the offering plate on Sunday, under the donate button on the website or by e- 
transfer as outlined below.  Thank you to all who continue to support this. The 
suggested donation is $25 for a day. 
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Financial Statement: 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Although still in the ‘red’, and although our YTD variance from budget is still high, the 
income figure for June did increase and the expenses went down slightly so our actual 
YTD deficit did not increase as much as it has in previous months.  Again, it is very 
important that even if you cannot attend services during the summer that you keep up 
your giving. If you are in a position to do so, please give some thought to pre-authorised 
monthly donations as it provides St. Luke’s a more consistent and predictable monthly 
income to offset our expenses. If you are interested in changing to pre-authorized 
giving, please contact Barb at the church office and she will provide you with the 
necessary form. We are also continuing to pick up donations weekly from our mailbox at 
the church and a number of parishioners are making donations via Interac e-transfer. If 
you would like to use this method, you can do so by using your online banking; please 
enter offerings@oldchurchrd.com as the recipient email address. If you are usually an 
envelope user, you can enter your envelope number in the comments section or if it is 
for a specific use, such as Heat the Church or Flowers mark that in the comments 
section.  This is an automatic deposit so there is no security question. 

Once again, we give thanks for all who, in whatever way possible, contribute to 
the help cover the expenses of keeping the church building and all its 
programmes meet their expenses.  

Flower Calendar and Memorial Dedications:                                                                 
There is a ‘Flower Calendar’ up at the back of the church where you can sign up for 
donations for flowers. There has been a change in vendor and the suggested 
donation is now $55.00. It has been $50 for a number of years, so this is not a 
surprise.  These donations can be accompanied by a specific dedication if you wish.  
Arrangements can be made by contacting the church office at office@oldchurchrd.com. 
Apart from flower donations you can remember people and events as a Special 
Dedication on any particular Sunday. If you so choose, you can make a donation to 
accompany your memorial and these can be designated to the Memorial Fund, General 
Fund, or any other Special Fund of your choosing. If you wish to make a donation, 
either for flowers or as a special dedication, e-transfers can be sent to 
offerings@oldchurchrd.com. If you are going to send a cheque, please email the office 
at office@oldchurchrd.com to let them know about your dedication and the Sunday you 
would like it to appear. If doing an e-transfer, put in the message section your 
dedication, the date you would like it to appear and if it is a Special Dedication, apart 
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from a flower donation, the fund to which you would like the money designated. Special 
Dedications, for flowers or otherwise will appear in the announcements on the 
designated Sunday. 

Forward Movement:                                                                                                                 
For those who follow the Forward Day by Day readings may be interested in the 
following message from the Forward Movement that was received July 22nd. 

“Dear friends, we come to you today with difficult news. Our executive director, the Rev. 
Canon Scott Gunn, had a serious medical incident while on vacation in Singapore. He is 
now hospitalized there, and late last night, his wife, the Rev. Sherilyn Pearce, arrived to 
be with him. 
  
This morning, Sherilyn reports that Scott is resting comfortably and is receiving world-
class medical care. His current condition is critical but improving, and while hopeful, 
doctors report that he has a long road ahead. The medical and pastoral team, along 
with Sherilyn, are encouraged. She is particularly grateful for the care and support of the 
Anglican Church in Singapore, which has made a significant difference both for her and 
for Scott. 
 
This was then received July 28th: 
 
“We are thrilled to announce that our executive director, the Rev. Canon Scott Gunn, 
has made significant progress in his healing over the past few days. His medical team 
report that all signs are pointing toward a full and complete recovery. 
His doctors expect that he will be able to travel home from Singapore in four to six 
weeks. While he may be released from the hospital before then, he will need to continue 
his rehabilitation on an outpatient basis before doctors can recommend long-distance 
travel.” 
 
Around the Parish:  
 
Tom Medlicott: 
On July 9th, a memorial service was held at St. Luke’s for Tom Medlicott.  It was in the 
context of Holy Eucharist.  The messages we heard about his life confirmed what a 
tremendous man of faith and man of science he was.  He is certainly missed. 
 
St. Luke's Hiking Group - 2022 
 On behalf our hiking group I want to invite anyone interested to join us for a 
backpacking trip on the September long weekend.  If you would like more information 
please contact Phil at phillipwright@shaw.ca.  We have yet to tie down the exact 
location, but we have a date and a great deal of enthusiasm.  All abilities are welcome, 
and extra backpacking equipment is available as well.  Hope to see you this September 
Long Weekend.  God Bless!   Phil 
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Secret Prayer Sisters: 
The recent match is complete and matches have been mailed out.  If you have not 
received your new SPS please get back to me.  Enjoy getting to know your new 
Sister.  Elizabeth.      ethain@telus.net 
 
The Poppy Project:  
The Poppy Project is proceeding wonderfully…we have received donations of poppies 
not only from St. Luke’s but from other parishes in Alberta and from organizations and 
associations within Red Deer. We thank you all and we feel we have reached our 
optimum limit …we hope.  We are putting a display of the first hanging in the church for 
all to see…(it  is over 60 feet long with approximately 600 poppies attached to a netting 
allowing the stonework of the church to show through)….and we think it will look 
wonderful. 
 Now we will be asking for your help in attaching poppies to the netting…we have 2 
more sets to do…that is only 1200 poppies to attach!!!  
 Anyone who wishes to help please contact either Sandra or Deb or leave a message 
with Barb…we will be so happy to have you. 
 We appreciate all of the effort and yarn that has gone into this project…and are 
pleased with the numbers that have so enthusiastically embraced the concept…thank 
you so much…..the work is not done …..but it will be wonderful when 
completed….again …thank you. 
Sandra, Kathy and Deb 
 
Servers:                                                                                                                                
We are in need of more volunteers to be Servers.  We do not usually have Servers over 
the summer, but if you are interested, please contact Michael at 
mthain@telusplanet.net, and we can plan on placing you on the schedule in the fall. 
Training is provided. 

Choir:                                                                                                                        
Anyone interested in joining the choir please contact joanwilliams474@gmail.com.  
Once again, we do not usually have a choir over the summer, but your expression of 
interest would be appreciated. 

                                                                                                            
Around the Church: 
Tower Conservation:                                                                                                     
The work on the tower is continuing.  Because it is covered this year it is harder to see 
what is being done.   

Once again, here is the link to the article in the Red Deer Advocate. 

https://www.reddeeradvocate.com/news/red-deers-oldest-church-is-getting-a-facelift/ 
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Church Doors:                                                                                                                 
On July 28th I met at the church with the carpenter, Charles Meggison, who is building 
new front doors for the church.  As you may have noticed the old ones were not in very 
good shape.  He brought the doors, made of panels of red oak, and because the 
opening is not square, hand planed them to fit.  He will now stain them and put on a 
protective coating.  The new doors will be paid for from the Memorial Fund.  The 
previous two sets of doors were specific memorials, and those plaques will be kept. 

   _________________________________ 

 

Because many people continue to be affected by the pandemic, I will continue to post 
this prayer                          

Prayer during a Pandemic 

This is from St. Paul's Church in Lexington, Kentucky and was provided by the Primate, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, to 
PWRDF, who posted it on their website. 

May we who are merely inconvenienced                                                           
Remember those whose lives are at stake.                                       
May we who have no risk factors,                                                   
Remember those most vulnerable.                                                                                  
May we who have the luxury of working from home                                            
Remember those who must choose between preserving their own health or making their 
rent.                                                                                                                                    
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close   
Remember those who have no options.                                                                       
May we who have to cancel our trips                                                                          
Remember those who have no safe place to go.                                                              
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all.                                                               
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home                                                       
Remember those who have no home.                                                                             
As fear grips our country                                                                                                   
Let us choose love.                                                                                                       
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,             
Let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbour.                         
Amen 

 

 
 
 


