
  

 

GATHERED WORSHIP BOOKLET 

 SUNDAY 31st JULY 2022 

Helping people take the next step toward Jesus  

Welcome 

wpcrc.org.au 

Loving like Jesus: Radical Acceptance 

John 4: 1-42 



We’re so glad you are with us today! 

Wonga Park CRC is a church that is committed to helping peo-
ple grow in their faith, one step at a time. We believe people do 
this by encountering God in His living word, through prayer, and 
in community with other believers. 

New here? 

We would love to meet and connect with you, so please fill in 
your details on the back of this booklet , place it in the offering 
bag and one of our team will contact you.  

God’s Word 

We encourage you to take notes in the place provided, to reflect 
on what God has been saying to you, and to discuss it with your 
family, friends and children. 

Prayer 

We have several places in our worship service where we pray. 
We would love to pray with you after the service . If you would 
like someone to pray with you, please remain in the main audito-
rium and a member of our prayer team will come and pray with 
you. 

Community 

We encourage you to stay after the service for coffee and fellow-
ship. We would love to meet you and get to know you more. We 
have a cry room off to the side of the church for parents with in-
fants. During School term we also run a Sunday School for pri-
mary school aged children. 
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Order of service 

Call to Worship  - Welcome                                               

Song -   How Great Thou Art 

Song -  I will give thanks to Thee (be exalted oh God) 

Children’s Talk  - Gretchen Fourie 

Children’s Song 

Offerings—Harry Berends 

Reflection song during Offerings—Abide in me  

Prayer over Offerings—Harry Berends 

Announcements—Harry Berends 

Congregational  Prayer—Harry Berends 

Song— Come, now is the time to worship 

Song—God of the poor 

Bible reading— Stephen Saul 

Scripture—  John 4:1-42 

Sermon  - Loving like Jesus: Radical Acceptance 

Sermon Discussion 

Song -  A new commandment 

Close of service — Invitation 

Benediction 

Song  - To God be the glory 
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Today Pastor Chris Pretorius will be preaching. 

Duty Elder : Harry Berends 

Sermon Title :  Loving like Jesus: Radical Acceptance 

Reading :  John 4: 1—42 CSB 

Jesus and the Samaritan Woman 

1 When Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard he was making 
and baptizing more disciples than John 2 (though Jesus himself 
was not baptizing, but His disciples were), 3 he left Judea and went 
again to Galilee. 4 He had to travel through Samaria; 5 so He came 
to a town of Samaria called Sychar near the property that Jacob 
had given his  son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 
worn out from His journey, sat down at the well. It was about noon. 

7 A woman of Samaria came to draw water. “Give me a drink,” Je-
sus said to her, 8 because His disciples had gone into town to buy 
food. 9  “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a Samar-
itan woman?” she asked Him. For Jews do not associate with Sa-
maritans. 10 Jesus answered, “if you knew the gift of God, and who 
is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would ask Him and He 
would give you living water.” 

11 “Sir,” the woman said to Him, “you don’t even have a bucket, 
and the well is deep. So where do you get this ‘living water’ ? 12 
You aren’t greater than our father Jacob, are you? He gave us the 
well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and livestock.” 

13 Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks from this water will get thirsty 
again. 14  But whoever drinks from the water that I will give him will 
never get thirsty again. In fact, the water I will give him will become 
a well of water springing up in him for eternal life.” 15 “Sir”, the 
woman said to Him, “give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty 
and come here to draw water.” 16 “Go call your husband,” He told 
her, “and come back here.” 
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17 “I don't have a husband,” she answered. “You have correctly 
said ,’I don’t have a husband,’” Jesus said. 18 “For you’ve had five 
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What 
you have said is true.” 19 “Sir,” the woman replied, “I see that you 
are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but 
you Jews say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem.” 

21 Jesus told her, “Believe me, woman, an hour is coming when 
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusa-
lem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know, We wor-
ship what we do know, because salvation is from the Jews. 23 But 
an hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will 
worship the Father in Spirit and in truth. Yes, the Father wants such 
people to worship Him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship 
him must worship in spirit and in truth.” 

25 The woman said to Him, ”I know that the Messiah  is com-
ing” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He will explain every-
thing to us.” 26 Jesus told her “I, the one speaking to you, am He.” 

The Ripened Harvest 

27 Just then His disciples arrived, and  they were amazed that he 
was talking with a woman. Yet no one said, “What do you want?” 
or “Why are you talking with her?”   

28 Then the woman left her water jar, went into the town, and told 
the people. 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever 
did. Could this be the Messiah?” 30 They left the town and made 
their way to Him. 

31 In the meantime the disciples kept urging Him, “Rabbi, eat 
something.” 32 But He said, “I have food to eat that you don’t know 
about.” 33 The disciples said to one another, “Could someone have 
brought Him something to eat?” 
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34 “My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish 
His work”, Jesus told them. 35 “Don’t you say, ‘There are still 
four more months, and then comes the harvest’? Listen to 
what I am telling you: Open your eyes and look at the fields, 
because they are ready for the harvest. 36 The reaper is already 
receiving pay and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that the 
sower and the reaper can rejoice together. 37 For in this case 
the saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you 
to reap what you didn’t labour for, others have laboured, and 
you have benefited from their labour.” 

The Saviour of the World 

39  Now many Samaritans from that town believed in Him  be-
cause of what the woman said when she testified, “He told me 
everything I ever did.” 40  So when the Samaritans came to 
Him, they asked Him  to stay with them, and He stayed there 
two days. 41 Many more believed because of what He said. 42 
And they told the woman, “We no longer believe because of 
what you said, since we have heard for ourselves and know 
that this really is the Saviour of the world.” 

Sermon Notes 
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Discussion Questions 

(These are sourced from the excellent devotional commentary 
“Exalting Jesus in John”). 
 
1.    Why is it so shocking for Jesus to speak with the woman at the 
well? 
2.    Do you believe everyone, everywhere needs Jesus? How is this 
reflected in your life? 
3.    Why does it matter that the woman understands the depths of 
her sin? Why not just call her a sinner in general terms? 
4.    What is the danger of thinking too lightly of your own sin? 
5.    What is living water? What does it mean to be satisfied by it?
6.    What are some ways you try to quench your spiritual thirst? 
How does the good news of Jesus satisfy those desires? 
7.    Do you struggle to believe you will find fulfillment in Jesus? 
What good news is there for you in this passage? 
8.    How is a Christian who constantly drinks from the pleasures of 
this world testifying against Jesus? 
9.    Are there places where you know people who are far from 
Jesus gather? How might you start a conversation with one of these 
people? What will you say about Jesus and why his gospel is good 
news? 
10.  Take time to pray specifically for the opportunity and courage 
to share the gospel with some specific people in your life. 

Sermon Notes continued 
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Please pray 

“Prayer is God's ordained way to bring His miracle pow-
er to bear in human need. - Wesley L Duewel  

As we go into the coming week let us daily pray;                 

For faith to trust God in all things so that we will not be anx-
ious about anything.  

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Je-
sus. - Philippians 4:6-7  

Give praise and thanks to God for always being there for us 
with his peace to guard our hearts and minds.  

Please continue to pray for those of us affected by age relat-
ed disabilities and illnesses, pray that the Lord will be their 
comfort and their strength even as they come to terms with 
the fact that they no longer have the strength of their youth.  

Please continue to pray for those of us struggling with can-
cer, please pray that the Lord will grant them healing and a 
full restoration.  

Please continue to bring our church community before the 
Lord seeking his wisdom a blessing so that we will be 
equipped for whatever task he has planned for us.  

Continue to pray for our governments that they will rule with 
compassion and justice for all without fear or favour.  

 

Next Prayer meeting— Thursday 11th August 2022 
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 An Iranian Christian convert has been fined and received depriva-
tion of social rights for five years for his involvement in setting up 
“house churches”. In its verdict announced on 21 May the Civil 
Court of Bandar Anzali, Gilan Province, northern Iran, ruled that Rah-
mat Rostamipour, 49, had engaged in “propaganda” by “messaging 
others about Christianity” and “teaching the religion of Christianity”. 
Article 500 of the Iranian penal code forbids educating others in a 
way considered “contrary to Islam”.Rahmat Rostamipour’s sentence 
followed a raid on his home by security agents on 18 April [Image 
credit: Article 18] Rahmat is required to pay 6 million tomans ($275), 
around one month’s wages in Iran. He will be fined a further 18 mil-
lion tomans if he re-offends during the next two years. It is not clear 
what restrictions on social rights have been imposed on Rahmat. In 
similar cases Iranian courts have placed restrictions on Christians 
such as prohibition on joining social groups including churches, 
bans on travelling abroad, and severe limitations on employment 
opportunities.Rahmat was arrested at his home in Bandar Anzali on 
18 April following a raid by agents of the Ministry of Intelligence. 
They refrained from arresting Rahmat’s wife Azar in the light of a 
panic attack the raid had brought upon the couple’s daughter. Azar 
was interrogated for several hours the following day but released 
without being charged. The agents seized several Bibles, mobile 
phones, ID cards, books and electronic tablets used by the couple’s 
children.Farsi-speaking Christians are converts from Islam and 
therefore punishable as apostates according to Islamic law. Unlike 
the historic Armenian- and Assyrian-speaking Christian communities 
they are not permitted to hold church services or worship freely. 

Pray for Rahmat and his family as they adapt to the increased scruti-
ny they face, asking that they will draw comfort from the Lord’s pres-
ence even if they are denied 
fellowship with other believ-
ers.  Pray also for a change of 
heart from the Iranian authori-
ties, that they will allow Farsi-
speaking believers to worship 
freely.  
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What’s happening this week at WPCRC 

Sunday 31st July—Worship Service 10 am (in person and online) 

Thursday 4th August- Women's Bible Study at Church  10am 

    Growth Group Leadership training 8.00pm 

 Friday 5th August-  Super Dash Youth and Parents group  

                                     7.30 pm—9.30 pm  at church 

Sunday 7th August-Worship Service 10am (in person and online) 

Setting up your home for Spiritual Success Course—7.30pm 

During lock down, our faithful and talented Music Team rec-
orded a number of reflection songs for us to enjoy during our 
services. 

They have been a great blessing to our congregation during a 
difficult time.  

By popular demand, our Wonga Park Christian Reformed re-
flection song list has been made available to us on Spotify. 

The list is now live on Spotify and you can find it by following 
the link below, or you can type in WPCRC in Spotify and you 
will find the WPCRC Music Team Album. 

  

https://open.spotify.com/album/1PCyspokr2QKTHYHqVHlAB?
si=qvNAyMuoQ8O4cgTgu3y0Zw&utm_source=whatsapp 

  

Happy Listening! 
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Giving— Our giving is an act of Worship 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He 
was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His pov-
erty might become rich”  2 Cor 8:9 

In our church we have two offerings every Sunday. The first goes 
toward the ministry of this congregation. 

The second offering goes toward various Christian causes. This 
week our second offering will go towards the Reformed Theologi-
cal College. 

 If you would like to support this work you can do so in several 
ways. 

In Church giving—Simply add your offering to the bag 

Or bank transfer BSB 063 167 ACC 1015 8356 

If using bank transfer please indicate whether it is for the first offer-
ing “Sun 1” or second offering “Sun 2” in the reference line. 

Or you can give online via our Church app: 

https://wpcrc.org.au/give 

 

Coffee Roster  

Today : Martiens and Retha van Staden 

Next week : Leon and Anjali de Beer 

31st July—Lynette Dyer 

1st August—Jack Organtzoglou 
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Second Offering 

RTC is a reformed, evangelical theological college based in 
Melbourne, Australia. We offer flexible study options across a 
broad range of courses, providing high quality training for 
Christian life and ministry.  

RTC is committed to theological education that is biblically 
grounded, theologically robust, gospel-hearted, culturally rel-
evant, spiritually rich and winsomely engaging. We have stu-
dents from many different denominations, studying for many 
different reasons. For more details see 

https://www.rtc.edu.au/ 
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Dear Congregation, 

 

Most of us have seen our energy bills go up in recent months 
and heard a lot of talk about the cost of living increasing. 
 
It is also a good habit to often review your budget (especially 
at the end of the financial year) to see if you can get a better 
deals, like on your energy bill. Sticking to the same contracts/
agreement or plan, over a long period, often means you will 
be paying more and is coined as the “lazy tax”. 
 
I’ve just done it myself and, by switching electricity providers, 
I will save about $320 on my electricity bill for the year. 
 
In Victoria, the government has also provided a $250 cash 
payment if you compare your energy offers. You get this even 
if you don’t change providers, you only need to use the gov-
ernment site and have a look!  

Just head to compare.energy.vic.gov.au. 
 
So in my case I was effectively paid $570 all up – not a bad 
pay-off for about 15 minutes’ work! 

 

If you are feeling anxious about your finances or want to just 
get better at managing it, please let Neil or myself know and 
we will be happy to lead you through a CAP Budgeting 
course. 

 

Regards, 

Martin Van Der Merwe  

Elder for Finance 
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Church Camp is now less than 2 months away  

A big thank you to all who have registered so far. 

What to expect - 

The campsite has a range of different accommodation options 
available, some with double beds, some with bunk beds. We 
will allocate families to the rooms as best we can to make sure 
everyone is comfortable. All the food will be provided by the 
campsite which leaves us free to enjoy each other's company. 

The camp has a games room, beach volleyball court, a play-
ground with trampoline for the little ones, sports oval and 
more. There will be relationship building activities places to 
have a catch-up coffee and we will also be having all our 
meals together.  

We want to make it as affordable for everyone as we can, and 
so we will be subsidising a large part of the camp cost thanks 
to the financial support of our Church as well as some very 
generous sponsors and the money raised at our fundraising 
social.  With the numbers we have, we are allocating a cost of 
approx. $30.00 per adult—children are free. 

So please register– asap. Registrations will close on 14th Au-
gust—the sooner we know numbers, the sooner we can begin 
organising our activities, room allocations. 

If you didn’t get the registration email—please see Jo,  

Gretchen, Lydia or Michelle to register. 
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This is an invita on to the next big event we are running: Se ng up 
your home for Spiritual Success. This will be a 5 week workshop on 
the various parts of our regular lives and how we can purposely 
choose habits that can either help or hinder our spiritual lives. Each 
evening we will consider two habits in our lives and how we might 
alter these habits to support our spiritual growth. We will be looking 
at things like how we wake up, how discipline works in our home, 
how we eat as families, our marriages, how we see work and play 
etc.   

Running for 5 Sunday nights, star ng on the 7th of August through 
to the 4th of September. This will run from 7:30pm each night.   I 
would encourage everyone to come along for this as I believe this  
will make a massive difference to your spiritual life.  Check your 
emails for registra on details and look forward to seeing you all 
there! 

Pastor Chris 
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Christian humour! 

How does Moses make his coffee? 

Hebrews it. 

Who was the greatest comedian in the Bible? 

Samson. He brought the house down. 

Who was the best business woman in the Bible? 

Pharoah’s daughter. She went down to the bank of the 
Nile and drew a little prophet. 

What do they call Pastors in Germany? 

German Shepherds 

Why couldn’t Jonah trust the ocean? 

He just knew there was something fishy about it 

What did Adam say the day before Christmas? 

It’s Christmas Eve 

How long did Cain hate his brother? 

As long as he was Abel. 

What kind of man was Boaz before he married Ruth? 

Absolutely ruthless. 

Why did Noah have to punish the chickens on the Ark? 

They were using fowl language. 

Who was the smartest man in the Bible? 

Abraham. He knew a Lot. 

Who was the greatest investor in the Bible? 

Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was in 
liquidation. 
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Growth Groups 

We believe that Growth Groups are the lifeblood of a disciple 
growing church community. We have several growth groups that 
meet during various times throughout the week. Each Growth 
Group is similar in that we meet together to pray for non believers 
and for each other, we study scripture and we support one another. 
We would love each of our members to be a part of a growth 
group. If you would like to join please contact our administrator by 
emailing admin@wpcrc.org.au 

 

Monday night  (online)  Monday night (online) 

Contact :Herman Linde Contact :Lynette Pretorius 

0411 069 808   0423 889 912 

      

Wednesday night  Wednesday night (online) 

Young Adults   Contact: Chris Pretorius 

Contact: Kasha Schubert 0423 889 913 

0450 012 177 

 

Wednesday night  Thursday mornings 

Contact:  Adri Bennie  Contact: Wendy Harrison 

0425 727 949   0407 801 630 

 

Friday night Parent Group 

Contact : Neil Bester  Contact: Martin van der Merwe 

0425 569 149   0458 908 148 
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Contact 

If you would like further information about anything you have 
heard today please contact 

Pastor Chris Pretorius 0423 889 913     

 or our  

Church Administrator—Michelle 0488 777 517 

Or we have a full list of Contacts on the Bulletin Board in our 
Church Foyer. 

Deacons 

Our Deacons  help to serve our church and the wider commu-
nity both practically and financially. Financial gifts for the Dea-
cons are always appreciated and will go towards supporting 
people     in and outside of our congregation. 

To make an offering to the Deacons account details are as  

follows 

 BSB: 063-167 Acc. 1015 8372  

Joy van Veen   Lizet Kritzinger 

0409 199 840   0405 762 190 

Dale Reed    Sandra Stork 

0412 216 300   0418 592 206 
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Thank you for joining us today 

———————————————————————————–——————————————————–—— 

Connect with us 

Your name : 

Contact number : 

Contact email : 

Our Goal is God Himself, not joy nor peace 

nor even blessing, but Himself, God 

Oswald Chambers 

Love is something  

more  stern and splendid 

than mere 

kindness 

 

C.S. Lewis 

The enjoyment of God is 

the only happiness with which 

our souls can be satisfied 

 

Jonathon Edwards 


