
 

 
Glad Tidings 

 

   August 2022 

Firs t  R e formed Church ,  Vo lga ,  SD  

“I bring you glad tidings of great joy…” 
Luke 2:10 

Upcoming	Worship	Services 
 

Come and worship the Lord in August as Pastor Gary continues his series of         
messages on the life of David.    
 

· August	7		—		We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper together. Pastor Gary will 
continue to expound on the life of David. Gina Vander Wal will bring ministry of 
praise. At 7 p.m. come back and enjoy the music as presented to us by the        
Cornerstone Quartet from the Leota, MN area. Invite a friend to come with you.   

 
 

· August	14		—  What else is Pastor Gary going to tell us about the life of David? A 
praise team will lead us in some opening songs. Bringing ministry of praise to us 
this week is Beth Vander Wal.                               

 
 

· August	21	—	Praise in the Park at 10:30 a.m. with a catered meal to follow 
· Bring a lawn chair and a friend with you! Pastor Gary will continue his series of 

messages on David. Robyn Mulder will be  presenting ministry of praise. 
 
· August	28	— A praise band will lead us in some 

singing at the beginning of the service. Pastor Gary 
will continue his series of  message on the life of   
David.                                                                                    
Bill Van Beek will  direct a walk-up choir.  

 

August	Service	Project	—	School	Supplies	for	VCS 
Clean/sanitized 5-gallon pails, disinfecting wipes, boxes of tissues, white card 
stock, 1” white 3-ring binders, colorful Expo dry erase markers, Elmer’s glue 
sticks, 5x5 or 5x7 canvas for art, large craft sticks, white and brown paper lunch 
sacks, small disposable Dixie cups, water color paints, variety of colors of washa-
ble tempera paints (16 oz. bottles). Check out the display on the ladder. 
 
Hy-Vee	Receipts—CHANGE!! 
If you turn in Hy-Vee (Brookings only) receipts to the basket along the north wall 
in the  fellowship hall, you can be part of a MESA fund-raiser.  When we reach 
$200,000	in receipts, Hy-Vee will donate $1,000 toward a MESA project yet to be 
determined. This	change	takes	place	August	1.                                                            
As of July 25, Dori has tabulated $132,973.67 in total receipts. 
A REMINDER—please bring in your gas receipts also. 
Keep eating, stay healthy and make every bite count! 
 
From	Nelly,	our	Sponsored	Compassion	Child	in	Bolivia 
Dear First Reformed Church, I send greetings with the peace of the Lord. I thank 
you for the letter. I am glad to know you spend Palm Sunday. 
All this time I had evaluations and tests. I did well. I worked hard doing my home 
work late. I am glad you are in Spring time, and harvesting. 
We have some fruits at home, plus we have hens and dogs. 
At school we are preparing a dance for Mother’s Day but we got into a problem, 
Our group men were discouraged to get out in a dance. We are hoping, in God, 
that in spite those issues, we could do a good presentation. There will be food like 
baked chicken, hot chicken and roasted pork that day. I asked roasted pork for 
my mom. I am thankful with God because my mother supports me a lot when I 
am discouraged. She helps me to keep going to church to worship God.  
Until next time, wishing you God would give you a good day, caring for your lives. 
God blesses you, Nelly 
2. My prayer request is for my life that God would help be back into the church, to 
receive wisdom. 
Joshua 1:9 “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go.”                              
   (This is typed as translated). 



                                                                                                                                       
      The following members needed medical care recently and               
 appreciate your prayers: 
 

 
· Jodi Koerner, Dawn Lucas, Bernita Kooima, Edward Vander Wal—treatments 
 
 
 Upcoming	Team	Meetings 
· August 15 —Consistory 
· August 16—MESA Team 
· September 13—Worship Team 
 

 
Congratulations:	 
 
Bill and Sherry Van Beek were blessed with the arrival of twin great granddaughters on July 
15! Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Upcoming	Musical	Events	at	FRC 
 
 

Sunday, August 7 at 7 p.m.—The Cornerstone Quartet from the 
Leota/Edgerton, Minnesota will be presenting an evening of      
music . Members of the group include Kent Van’t Hof, Ron      
Christians, Myron Hulstein, Jim Knip and pianist Koni De Kam. 
These men are farmers and also work with ag related              
industries. Koni is maternal light nurse for Sanford Hospital.          
A freewill offering will be received. 

               A time of fellowship will follow with Work Group #3 in charge of 
               arrangements. 
 
 
S 
 

· Sunday evening, September 11, 7 p.m.— Praise and Worship Evening with the Praise Band 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Looking	Back	Ten	Years………………………...2012 
· Scott and Andrea (Olson) Wheelhouse were united in marriage on August 4  
· The August 19 service was a “Musical Journey” as we sang through hymns 12-23 

with singing and speaking by members of the congregation. 
· The Giving Garden is producing! 
· Due to cold temperatures and the threat of rain, this year’s Praise in the Park 

ended up being in the church building.  
· FRC received a gift of approximately one acre of land just to the east of our 

property.  
 
Highlights	of	Last	Month	(JULY) 
· FRC members were invited to join RightNow Media   
· Members were invited to sign up as a prayer partner for the nine youth,         

Pastor Gary and Robyn as they will be going to Power Connection 
· A sign up sheet was posted for men interested in a bible study 
· The MESA Team is giving out ‘welcome’ bags 
 
 
Praise	in	the	Park 
On August 21, we are going to try again this year to have a worship service in the 
Volga City Park at	10:30	a.m.  If you read ‘Looking Back Ten Years’ (above) you will 
notice that the service was moved to the church building.  
We will NOT be serving coffee before the service or after the service. 
After the service, you are invited and encouraged to enjoy a catered meal of pulled 
pork, coleslaw, chips and watermelon.  
Please bring a lawn chair and a friend! 
 
 
Recipe	for	Family	Fun		(author unknown) 
Start with a basic liking for other people and a generous portion of self-con idence. 
Sift together ideas from each family member, spice it up with a genuine interest in 
learning about the world in which you live and mold into interesting experiences 
shared by all the family. Add a large amount of appreciation and some opportuni-
ties to learn how to do things you didn’t think you could do. Chop up the criticism, 
ridicule and nagging and throw them in the garbage. Stir well with kindness and 
pop it into an oven full of warmth and affection.                                                             
Bake until well done and serve as a treat to your family.    



Dear Alliance Community (from the Leadership Team) 
 
I'm not sure if people take more pictures in the summer – or – if it just 
feels that way. Whatever the truth, it seems like at summer gatherings, 
events and vacations; someone has their phone out and is recording vid-
eo or taking pictures of every moment. I think that happens because 
we're making  memories. I think it also  happens because  summer often 
provides a different schedule with different activities. Again, whatever 
the reason, that seems to be how it works. So, here is summer snapshot of 
the Alliance.  
 

The picture of the congregational growth in the Alliance over the last six months now includes 70    
congregations.  
The picture of those congregations who have voted and are awaiting release at fall classis meetings: 
California, Iowa, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
The picture of congregations who have iled petitions have told us they will inish the process some-
time this fall: Washington, Idaho, California, Florida, Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota and New York. 
The picture of pastors: On July 15, 2022, the Ordination Oversight Team met to approved the ordina-
tion application of the irst 26 pastors into the Alliance of Reformed Churches. The majority are from 
the Dakota Network (including SW Minnesota and NW Iowa), but also pastors from California and 
Michigan. 
 
One last snapshot. We continue to receive invitations to speak with congregations around the world 
who are viewing the Alliance as a place for them to call  home. We’re excited that those conversations 
are arising from a place of partnership, encouragement and similar journeys.  
From our photo album to yours: we wanted to share some of what God is doing within the Alliance. 
He is building His church. He is leading congregations who want to live with others in a consistent   
Biblical theology, to consider and join the Alliance. 
 
Now that we’ve pictured what God is doing, how can you help? 
1.  Pray that God would sustain our staff and board as we continue this quick growth phase. 

 From 0 to over 100 congregations in 12 months is certainly taxing our bandwidth at times. 
2.  Give  personally. We are at a lean moment in our inances as I write this blog. To date God     

 has provided the $35,000—$40,000 that is required each month to keep the Alliance moving       
 forward. We have not engaged in some ministry that we desire to start because God did not 
 provide the funding. We have not traveled to some meetings because God did not provide the 
 funding. We know God will provide in his time, but it will take generous individuals—not just 
 congregations—to make that happen. 

 
God has been faithful. God has supplied our needs. God has begun a good work in us and we know he 
will carry it on to completion. The great news as I write these words is that we serve a sovereign and 
loving God who knows our needs even before we do. As the Alliance moves forward, we will always 
hold to this posture.  
 
 

The	FRC	Library	Has	a	New	Look! 
 
There were several books in the ‘Christian 
Fiction’ section that had not been read for 
quite some time. Those books have been 
taken out and are on a give-away table in 
the fellowship hall.                                                                                                         
If you donated a book to the library and the 
book contains your name, the books will be 
returned to you soon. We are checking and 
double checking to see if we can complete a 
series by some author. 
 

Probably the biggest change — the books are shelved in alphabetical order          
according to author.  Temporary tags are listed on the shelves.  
This is still a work in progress and hopefully it will be done within the next few 
weeks.  
 

At the present time, nothing has changed in the other sections of the library.  
 

Come and visit the library and read a book in these ‘lazy hazy crazy days of        
summer’! 
 

We have some memorial money that has been designated for library books.             
If you have some suggestions as to books /authors you would like to see in the    
library, please contact one of the committee members (Susan, Don Jones, Michelle 
Vande Weerd).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t do things to be noticed or praised —-  
Do them because they are the right things to do! 


