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THE ADVENTURER 

ADVENT LUTHERAN CHURCH 

AUGUST 2022 NEWSLETTER 

Sunday, August 14th following Worship 

Sunday, August 7 @ 9:30am Worship 



A WORD FROM THE PASTORS 
 

“One day Jesus got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side 

of the lake.” Luke 8:22 

It has been a wonderful time of Sabbath rest where we took intentional time off from meetings, events, 

and organized activities. Now we are called back to the boat as we continue to Grow in God’s Grace To-

gether here at Advent.  Jesus continually calls his disciples to get into our boats so we can go to the other 

side.  

All throughout the Gospels, Jesus and the disciples are constantly going to the other side. The other side 

often represents ministry opportunities towards those who have begun to hear about Jesus and for those 

who have not heard about Jesus Christ. In Luke 8:22, we find Jesus inviting the disciples to continue on to 

the other side, where they can welcome others to Jesus. 

At Advent, we have had an amazing and busy time of ministry up to this point, even in the midst of 

Covid. We have celebrated during Epiphany, repented and renewed during Lent, worshiped to the fullest 

during Holy Week and the Easter season, and welcomed once again the gift of the Holy Spirit during Pen-

tecost. We have started the Praise Team again for Contemporary Worship, learned that Jesus’ Power Pulls 

us through in Vacation Bible School, welcomed New Members, celebrated baptisms and first commun-

ions, and we have grown together in our faith through Sunday school, Bible Study, Confirmation, Youth 

Group and so much more. We now are called to look ahead to the ministry opportunities that lay ahead for 

us on the other side. During the rest of this season after Pentecost, we will begin to look at ways to wel-

come others in, who have not heard about Jesus’ love, while continuing to share Jesus’ love with those 

faithful disciples who already call Advent home.   

As we move forward from our time of rest, the ministries of Advent will resume their normal schedules 

after Rally Day. We look forward to joining together in Bible Study, Ministry Night, Council, Sunday 

school, Confirmation, Rally Day, God’s work, Our Hands Weekend, choir, youth group, Trunk or Treat, 

and much more to come.  

One way we accomplish the ministry together at Advent is through Ministry night. This is a time for plan-

ning and visioning for us at Advent and everyone is invited to participate. At ministry night, we are al-

ways looking for ways we can best serve God here at Advent.  

God is doing amazing things at Advent. Please consider how you might better serve God here at Advent 

by getting active in one of the many ministries. There will 

be a sign up soon in the entry of the Church to learn more 

about the ministries of Advent. Continue to check the cal-

endar, weekly email, and announcements for upcoming 

events. We are looking forward to getting back in the boat 

together, as we head to the other side.  

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Jason and Pastor Andrea 



THE GOOD SAMARITAN  
FROM ELCA BISHOP ELIZABETH EATON 

 
I have been thinking a lot about the parable of the Good Samaritan lately (Luke 
10:25-37). Parts of it are so familiar—the unfortunate victim, the robbers, the 
priest, the Levite, the Samaritan—that I miss points of deeper meaning. We all 
know the compassion and generosity of the Samaritan has become the standard 
by which we measure our response to suffering. Hospitals are named Good Sa-
maritan. All 50 states have a Good Samaritan law on the books. I always imag-
ined (or hoped) that I would act like the good Samaritan were I ever in a similar 
situation. 

There are two other characters connected to this story that I don’t always think 
about: the lawyer and Jesus. Theirs was not a casual conversation. The lawyer 
was looking to test Jesus. “Teacher, he said, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 

Jesus answers with a question: “What is written in the law?” 

Being a good lawyer the man answered from Deuteronomy and Leviticus: “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neigh-
bor as yourself.” Case closed. Conversation over. 

But the lawyer couldn’t let it go: “Wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’” 

We know the man wanted to test Jesus and justify himself so his question was not an earnest inquiry about the 
Torah. Are some people my neighbor and some people not? How far does hospitality have to extend? Can 
there be limits to compassion? What is reasonable: Family? People on my block? My congregation? Fellow 
citizens? And, conversely, whom can I exclude? People across town or around the world? Who is my neigh-
bor? 

It’s in answer to this question that Jesus tells the parable—a parable designed to be as provocative as possible. 

We call the Samaritan “good” but that word is not found in Scripture. No Jew would call a Samaritan “good” 
nor would any Samaritan call a Jew “good.” Samaritans and Jews regarded each other as ceremonially un-
clean, socially outcast and heretical. They would not have come up automatically in the neighbor category. 

It’s not clear that the beaten Jewish man would have been entirely thrilled that he had been helped and touched 
by the Samaritan. (Think of the All in the Family episode where Archie Bunker realizes he has received a 
blood transfusion from a Black doctor.) 

Now it’s Jesus’ turn to ask a question: “Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell 
into the hands of the robbers?” 

This becomes the question for us and for these times. When we ask, “Who is my neighbor?” we sort people 
into categories. Is the refugee my neighbor? Is the Muslim my neighbor? Is the Jew my neighbor? Is the Latina 
my neighbor? And on and on. This makes for increasingly smaller neighborhoods. And this question can be 
driven by fear and suspicion. Left to ourselves we turn in and away. 

Thank God that God has not left us to ourselves. Our new life in Christ leads us to ask and answer a different 
question. Not, “Who is my neighbor?” but “How are we neighbor?” 

The world is a dangerous place—just check any news source or social media. There are people who mean to 
do harm to our country. Fear and the threat of danger divide us and constrict us. But we live in the hope of the 
resurrection and in the certainty of the redemption of the world through the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. We no longer ask, “Who is my neighbor?” The question is now, “How are we neighbor?” 

The lawyer answered Jesus’ question about who was neighbor to the man beaten by robbers with: “The one 

who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, and to us, “Go and do likewise.” 



AUGUST 2022 

Sunday, August 7, 2022 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship & Holy Communion 9:30am 

“Blessing of the Backpacks” 

 

Sunday, August 14, 2022 - RALLY DAY 

10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Contemporary Worship & Holy Communion 9:30am 

Special Sending for  Diaconal Candidate Marcy Jiminez 

Rally Day Activities for all ages  and Congregational Potluck after Worship 

 

Sunday, August 21, 2022 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship & Holy Communion 9:30am 

All Sunday School Classes begin at 10:45am 

Confirmation Class 11:00am - 12:00pm 
 

Sunday, August 28, 2022 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship & Holy Communion 9:30am 

Sunday School Classes 10:45am  

Confirmation Class 11:00am - 12:00pm 



Ready for an ADVENTure? 
 

You are invited to embark on an adventure that the Holy Spirit can use to 

enable you to keep what Jesus called the two greatest commandments:  
 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second 

is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself’.” (Matthew 22: 37-39) 
 
When you love someone you want to spend time with them, talking togeth-

er, getting to know them better, doing things that please them. When you 

sign up for the Prayer ADVENTure, you promise to talk to God about other 

members and visitors of Advent for one year.  You will be given the names 

of about 10 people, whom you will pray for by name at least once each 

week.  This assures that you spend time with God, asking Him to lead you 

in what to pray for another – seeking His will. Over time as you pray for an-

other person, you find that you care about him or her and want good for 

him/her. I have discovered that years after I’ve prayed for someone for a 

year, I continue to care deeply for that one.  As you spend more time with 

God in prayer, your love for Him grows as well. 

 

Ready for the challenge?  

Please sign up to join this year's Prayer ADVENTure,  

in the upcoming August Bulletins. 

Be amazed at what God will do in and through you! 



WORSHIP LEADERSHIP TRAINING 

 

AUGUST 7TH, 10:45AM 

 

Have you ever wanted to serve in Worship on a 

Sunday morning, but are worried that you may 

not know exactly what to do?  

        If so…. 

We will be training Ushers and Assisting Ministers following Worship on August 7th. 

We will walk you step by step through the duties of an usher or assisting minister. We hope 

you will consider joining us for this training session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in serving in Worship as an Usher, Lector, Greeter, Acolyte, Crucifer,  

Coffee Service, or Zoom operator,  we have been using a new online sign up method called 

Signup Genius.  

Tara Schafer,  who was Advent’s Reopening Committee Chairperson, set this system up for 

Advent to help coordinate volunteers. Here is a link to the signup: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a45aba72fa3fd0-sunday4 

Once you click on the link, there are descriptions for each weekly service opportunity. There 

will be training opportunities throughout the year for those willing to serve. If you need more 

information about signing up to serve or would like to be added to the email list, please con-

tact Tara Schafer at tschafer@augusta.edu.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a45aba72fa3fd0-sunday4


 

 

 

The Adult Choir is back at weekly rehearsals as of August 17th at 7pm. As we prepare 

for the upcoming fall season, we invite new members to join us in fellowship as we use 

our God-given talents to lead and spiritually inspire during worship!   

Blessings,  

Melinda East 

 

ANITA FIEDLER'S REFLECTIONS  
Bloom 

We think of the bud of youth 

as it grows into full flower. 

 

It seems as a moment… 

Or perhaps an hourly day 

For the full transition of a rose. 

 

Or in a sense, a life. 

Budding… 

Blooming… 

Diminishing… 

Fading… 

 

Then again, 

In the heavenly garden… 

 

Glorious full bloom once more! 

 

May we celebrate the continuum.   



 
 

 
 

 
August is here!  

For many families that means school 
is just around the corner!  

 
Here at Advent, on Sunday, August 7th, 
we want to celebrate and bless the begin-
ning of another school year. Students, 

teachers, and school employees, bring your backpacks, bags, lunch boxes, 
etc. to worship at 9:30 a.m.  
 
During the service we will lift up children, students, and teachers, dedicat-
ing them to God's glory as we begin a new school year. This blessing is not 
limited to only backpacks or lunch boxes. Bring anything you use that is im-
portant to your use in the new school year. 
 
Teachers, aides, principals, administrators, secretaries, cooks, librarians, 
janitors, and bus drivers…are welcome to come forward for a blessing to be 
affirmed in your vocation and encouraged as you serve children and families 
in your daily work!  
 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, for the ways you speak to us and through us. 
Increase in us a desire for wisdom and insight that we may use what we 
have learned for the sake of the common good. We pray in the name of the 
one who taught disciples and told stories, Jesus our Savior. 
Amen. 

 
Check out Advent’s Community Gar-
den! 
 
Jim Smith has been hard at work re-
tooling the garden. The garden is pro-
ducing, squash, peppers, cucumbers, 
blueberries, watermelon, gorgeous sun-
flowers and more. Thank you Jim for all 
your hard work! Next time you are at 
Advent, step outside to see what God is 
doing! 



BIBLE STUDY  

 

This past March, the Tuesday and Thursday 

Bible Study began a new Bible Study, called 

the Bible Year.  If you have ever wanted to 

grow in your study of Scripture in a small 

group setting, now is the time to join the 

Tuesday morning or Thursday night Bible 

Study.  

The last Bible Study met in June for the week 

of Vacation Bible School. The third week of 

August, the Bible Study will resume with the 

Book of Acts. 

We invite you to come to the next Bible Stud-

ies—Tuesday, August 16th at 10am or Thursday, August 18 at 

6:30pm. Bring your Bible and your Bible Year book to help us grow to-

gether in our study of the Scriptures. If you need a Bible Year Book, and/

or more information, please contact Pastor Andrea.  

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, August 10th at 6:30pm, we will have an Altar Guild 

Meeting. This meeting is a refresher for anyone who is already serving 

on Altar Guild and a training for anyone who would like to join the Altar 

Guild.  



JOIN US ON AUGUST 14, 2022 
 

RALLY DAY ACTIVTIES FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

 

 

 

Sunday school will return on Sunday,  August 14th with "Rally Day"  

activities.  We will have a congregational potluck and Rally Day Activities 

for all ages! 

 

Sunday, August 21st classes will begin.  We have classes from preschool 

through adult; please join us! If you feel called to teach, assist in teaching 

or are willing to substitute for another teacher from time to time, please 

speak with Heather Herrmann or the pastors.   

  

Thank you for all you do to support Christian education here at  

Advent.  In Christ, Heather Herrmann 



 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School and Confirmation 2022-2023 

Rally Day is August 14th which will kick off the Sunday school year with Food, Games, Bible 

Activities, and Fun. All ages are invited to participate.  

August 21st  will be the first official day for Sunday school and Confirmation.  

Confirmation is spread out over a 2 year program for Middle school age youth. One year the 

focus is on the small catechism and one year focuses on the Bible. This is the biblical year for 

confirmation that will be led by Pastor Andrea. If your child is ready for Confirmation, we in-

vite you to talk to Pastor Andrea.  

For children and youth not in Confirmation, we will have three classes: Pre-K and Kindergar-

ten class,  1st-5th grade, and post Confirmation Youth class. 

We are using Sparkhouse Online curriculum. This curriculum uses a digital format allowing 

for multiple teachers to use videos, games, crafts and other learning tools to help our children 

and youth grow in their study of God’s Word.  

Th Adult Class will be led by Pastor Jason and they will continue their Study of Manna and 

Mercy which is a study about God--more specifically, the God of the Bible who is  present and 

active in human history and in our lives today. Erlander conveys the continuity of God’s cove-

nant of life, justice, and inclusion to all people and all of creation. God is in the  business of 

mending the universe, and we are all Partner People in that work.  We will begin on August 

21st with a review of what has been studied before continuing the conversation.  

If you would like to help teach, we invite you to speak with Heather Herrmann, Advent’s 

Christian Education director. Heather oversees the scheduling of teachers and classes and we 

are extremely thankful to God for her ministry here at Advent! 

We look forward to beginning another year of Christian Education here at Advent, we hope 

you will join us! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ministry Night 
August 9th, 6:30pm 

 
We hope you will join us for Ministry night, where we will be planning 

for Rally Day, God’s Work our Hands Weekend and other ministries that 
are coming up here at Advent.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

GAP DONATION REQUESTED FOR AUGUST 

The item requested is toilet paper.  Georgia Nutritional Assistance  
Program (GNAP) [what was called “Food Stamps”] does not pay for pa-
per products, so the GNAP card cannot be used by families to buy toilet 
paper.  



ADVENT BOOK GROUP SCHEDULE 2022-2023 

Date Book Title Author Reviewer Time 

08/22/22 It’s Hard to Run in a Sari Priya Mary Sebastian Betsy Walker 11am 

09/26/22 
Eleanor Oliphant is 

Completely Fine Gail Honeyman Lilian Essaf 11am 

10/24/22 
The Last Thing He Told 

Me Laura Dave Cindy Lesniewski 11am 

11/28/22 Lady in Waiting Anne Glenconner Ingrid Zamecnik 11am 

1/23/23 
Ten Thousand Doors of 

January Alix E. Harrow Pat Grim 11am 

02/27/23 Book of Lost Friends Lisa Wingate Michelle Pollard 11am 

     

 

 

 

 

Join us on Monday,  August 22nd at 11am  

in the Adult Sunday School Room as we meet to  

discuss the book,  “It’s Hard to Run in a Sari” All are welcome!  

 







Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

 

2 
AA 8am - 9am 

 

3 
AA 8am - 9am 

 

4 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

Toastmasters 

6:30pm 

5 
AA 8am - 9am 

 

 

6 
Property 

Meeting  

9:00am 

 

 

7 
Worship & Holy 

Communion 

9:30am 

Blessing of the 

Backpacks 

 

Worship  

Training 10:45am 

 

8 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

9 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

Ministry  

Night 

6:30pm 

10 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

Altar Guild 

Meeting 

6:30pm 

 

11 

AA 8am - 9am 

 
 

Toastmasters 

6:30pm 

12 
AA 8am - 9am 

 

 

 

 

13 

Praise Team  

Practice 

4pm 

 

14 

   

Contemporary 

Worship & Holy 

Communion  

9:30am 

RALLY DAY 

ACTIVITIES 

Congregational 

Potluck 

15 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

 

 

16 
AA 8am - 9am 

 

Bible Study  

10:00am 

 

Church 

Council 

6pm 

17 
AA 8am - 9am. 

 

Choir  

7pm 

18 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

Bible Study 

6:30pm 

 

Toastmasters 

6:30pm 

 

19 

AA 8am - 9am 

  

 

20 
 

 

21 

Worship & Holy 

Communion  

9:30am 

 

Sunday School 

10:45 

Confirmation 

11am - 12pm 

22 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

Book Group 

11am 

23 
AA 8am - 9am 

 

 

 

24 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

Choir  

7pm 
 

 

25 

AA 8am - 9am 
 
 
 

Toastmasters 

6:30pm 

26 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

 

27 

AA Celebration 

8am - 9am 

 

28 

Worship & Holy 

Communion  

9:30am 
 

Sunday School 

10:45 

Confirmation 

11am - 12pm 

29 

AA 8am - 9am 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

 

30 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

31 

AA 8am - 9am 

 

   



8/1  Jackson Taylor 

8/2   Matthew Krog  

8/2     Sid Roper   

8/9   Wyatt Tokarska 

8/10   Wendy Lever   

8/11  Nancy Tokarska 

8/15  Ingrid Zamecnik 

8/16  Lyla Fischer 

 

8/17  Kenneth Furlong 

8/17  Dale Tupper     

8/18 Kathie Roper 

8/18  David Tupper 

8/22  Maggie Heaney 

8/23  Rhett Bickley 

8/25 Rick Taylor 

8/30  Sam Jimenez       

       

8/3  Danny & Laura Moran 

8/15   Dean & Darla Summers  

8/17  Jim & Maggie Heaney 

8/24  Jack & Ingrid Zamecnik 



3232 Washington Road 

Augusta, GA  30907 
 

Phone: 706-860-0439 

Web: adventaugusta.org 

Email: advluch@adventaugusta.org 

 

Check us out on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/

adventaugusta 

 

 

Final Deadline For 

September Newsletter  

Entries is August 22nd! 


