
The Fifth Sunday After Trinity - July 17, 2022 

“And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, and followed him” 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost Amen! 

This Fifth Sunday after Trinity, provides us yet again with the opportunity to come apart from the noise and 

distraction of the world, and quietly and lovingly open our hearts to the inner world of the spirit, and discover 

what our Blessed Lord would say to us in today’s Gospel! 

Last week, the emphasis was on the blessed way of mercy, as we thought about the overwhelming Mercy of 

the Lord Jesus, and of how each Christian believer is called to be an image of the Merciful Jesus to all! It was 

a call to renew our way of thinking about people and things- a call to open our hearts wide, and allow the Holy 

Ghost to give us a truly merciful heart that seeks to view things in a different and life giving way. 

So today dear friends, we sit close to the heart of our Saviour, and draw from the Gospel reading some 

spiritual principles that highlight for us the necessary virtues of trust and obedience! 

The Lord asks for the use of a fishing boat so that He might be able to more easily teach the expectant crowd 

that had come to hear His gracious words of life. It was Simon Peter`s vessel that our Lord chose, and so as 

well as teaching, our Lord Jesus decides to try the faith and sincerity of St Peter`s relationship to Him. The 

Lord instructs Peter to  launch out into the deep and let down his fishing nets for a catch of fish! Peter relies 

that they have caught nothing all that night. It would have been so easy, and so human for him to simply 

continue washing their nets, and carry on as usual-but there was some secret prompting of love and trust in 

Peter`s heart that made him obey this seemingly pointless request of our Lord. In response to this act of 

obedience to the word of Jesus, something wonderful happens! In place of lack, there is an abundance of fish, 

and most importantly, St. Peter`s heart is overwhelmed with the realization that he has experienced in a 

powerful way the might and mercy of God. 

This was a manifestation of the presence of God that not only affected Peter, but his partners James and John 

as well. Here was further proof that this Jesus whom they loved and admired was someone who they could 

trust- someone who would shortly radically change their lives, and call them to a new life and a new vocation. 

Now Peter and his friends were called to a life of witness, and suffering- to be those who would go throughout 

the world proclaiming the saving message of the Gospel- the way of life and truth! 

The Gospel tells us that they forsook all and followed Christ- that they willingly and with generosity of heart 

were moved to simply follow the Lord Jesus Christ for the rest of their lives. These men were touched by the 

loving hand of God and knew that only by simple and loving abandonment to the plan that Christ had for them 

would they find true joy and purpose! 

There is so very much for us to take from this account isn`t there dear friends. We may think that this call to 

Peter, James and John was alright for them so long ago, but what does it mean for us here in this place, living 

and struggling in 2022! How are we to respond to the call of God to be obedient, and focused on the Kingdom 

of God in our situation, whatever that might be? 



Perhaps, we should begin by realizing that trust and holy obedience to Christ is not something that we can do 

naturally- it is a Divine gift of the Holy Ghost! It is based on the idea that as the very sons and daughters of 

God, bought with the Precious Blood of Christ, our hearts need to be remade to more closely reflect the beauty 

of the heart of Jesus. We need to pray for a heart that desires Him and Him alone as the foundation of all that 

we say and do! We need to simply make a place within us where Christ and His will is the beginning and end 

of all that we think, say, and do! 

This attitude of humble trust and obedience will not be established in us without conflict. The old Adam still 

resists the beauties of the spiritual life and prefers to remain captive and obedient to the spirit of the world-but 

we must seek the Lord`s aid as we struggle to overcome the downward pull of the old life, and we must seek 

an eye single to the glory of God to prevent being mesmerized by the familiar distractions and false promises 

that the world, the flesh, and the devil parade before us continually. 

Friends, the Christian life is not easy, it is not a life based upon some sort of reliance upon the power of 

positive thinking, it is not life spent gazing up to the sky and wishing that things were better than they are! 

The Christian life is a life lived in an intimate relationship with the one who has given Himself so completely 

and generously for us! It is a life lived in holt companionship with the Lord of All-the Lord who has promised 

to be with us always, and who yearns for our love! 

Today is a call to be like those fishermen in today`s Gospel, who forsook all for Christ and the beauties of His 

Kingdom-who forsook the dark ways of the world to embrace the light filled glories of the Kingdom of God! 

This is the life that each one of us are called to as well- to learn to trust and obey the one who has promised 

never to leave us or forsake us. 

Let us learn then to take Him at His word, and live joyously and confidently for Him and in Him.Christ is not 

far away from any of us here today-He is looking at each of us with such love and pity, and He is looking at 

His Church that has so often been unfaithful to Him. As Christian believers, let us ask Him to strengthen our 

resolve to live for His Glory alone, and let us ask Him to come to us in our weakness and fear, and support us 

in all the difficulties and uncertainties that we all face. He is our Hope and Comfort, and so may we resolve 

today to serve Him in simple trust and Holy and life giving obedience. 

The Collect for this Sunday prays that God would so govern this world so that we might serve Him in all 

godly quietness! This is such a wonderful and necessary thing to pray for, and so it should be something that 

we pray for as well- to have the grace and blessing of God Almighty, that we might serve and obey Him in 

confident and trusting love-allowing Him to lead us wherever and however He will, and eventually to find our 

true and lasting home with Him for all eternity! 

May it be so for each of us and for all who have taken upon themselves the Blessed and Life Giving Name of 

Our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Glory be to God for All Things! AMEN 

 


