
 
 

 
WEEK 6 – AUGUST 1-7 

 
Monday, August 1 

Reading:   Matthew 25:35-36 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 
prison and you came to visit me.  

 
Thought:   This week we will focus on the 

practise of caring for people 
through acts of compassion and 
hospitality. As usual, the words 
of Jesus provide the perfect 
description and example of what 
we are called to do as Christians. 
We are to care for others as if 
they were Jesus himself. Of 
course, we would provide Jesus 
with food and clothing, care for him in illness, and visit him wherever he was. This is 
what it means to care for people through acts of compassion and hospitality – to 
provide for the needs of others without judgement or criticism and to see the face of 
Jesus whenever we do so.  

 
Do you see the face of Jesus when you provide acts of compassion and hospitality 
to others? 

 
Prayer:   Friend Jesus – thank you for providing me with this wonderful illustration of 

compassion and hospitality. Help me to follow you in providing compassion and 
hospitality to others just as I would to you. 

 



 
Tuesday, August 2 

Reading:   1 Peter 4:9  Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 
 
Thought:   Hospitality is the special ability to provide a warm welcome for those in need of food 

or lodging and is as much a Christian role as it is a spiritual gift. This can be as easy as 
serving coffee before our worship service or acting as a greeter at our door. This 
isn’t always as easy as it seems. Volunteering to make coffee may mean getting up 
earlier in order to get to church with enough time to get the coffee ready before 
others start to arrive. Acting as a greeter may mean smiling and being pleasant even 
if you are feeling grumpy and out of sorts. We may not always feel hospitable when 
we are serving others, but we should always do it without complaining. 

 
How are you showing hospitality cheerfully to others in our church? 

 
Prayer:   Holy Spirit – guide me as I seek ways to extend a warm welcome to all and to do so 

cheerfully and without complaint. 
 
 
Wednesday August 3 

Reading:   Hebrews 13:2  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 

 
Thought:   Our church has a history of providing hospitality to strangers. We have welcomed 

refugees, equipped backpacks for the homeless and collected food for Christmas 
and Easter hampers. Another thing our church has done in the past is to host free 
dinners for those who live in the community around our church building. The 
pandemic put a halt to that particular activity, but we are hoping to revive it in the 
fall.  We have a new team of people in charge of that kind of outreach who will be 
looking for fresh ideas and helpers as we begin to recoup from the pandemic. We 
have the leadership we need, now we just need to rebuild our roster of volunteers 
who are willing to provide this kind of service. 

 
Do you have ideas of opportunities for our church to exhibit hospitality to 
strangers? Will you help? 

 
Prayer:   Holy Spirit – I want to entertain strangers as though they were angels. Help me to 

find opportunities and time to extend hospitality to them.  
 

 



 
Thursday, August 4 

Reading:   Romans 12:6-8  We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If 
your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your[ faith; if it is serving, 
then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it 
is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

 
Thought:   The King James Version translated the Greek word “eleeo” used in Romans 12:8 as 

“to show mercy.” It is defined by Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance, as, “to have 
compassion – by word or deed – specifically, obtain, receive, or show by Divine 
grace.”  Compassion is defined as “sympathetic concern for the sufferings or 
misfortunes of others.”  I have met people who definitely have a spiritual gift of 
compassion. It is easy for them to provide care for those who need comfort.   They 
seem to know instinctively how to soothe the broken and hurting ones and meet 
their spiritual and emotional needs. Those so gifted are special people indeed, but 
we can still extend compassion to others even if we don’t have that spiritual gift. We 
can all treat people as we would like to be treated – kindly, without judgement, and 
being compassionate. Perhaps all you need to do is provide a listening ear even if 
you don’t really understand what the problem is or how to help.    

 
Do you think you have a spiritual gift of compassion? 

 
Prayer:   Loving God, Friend Jesus – you have compassion for all. Help me to follow your 

example and extend that mercy and concern to all who are hurting. 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 

Friday, August 5 

Reading:   2 Corinthians 1:4  (God) who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 

 
Thought:   Yesterday we contemplated the spiritual gift of compassion and how we can still 

expend compassion to others even if we are not gifted. Today is about comfort – the 
result of compassion. The old hymn tells us that whatever our problems are, we can 
take them to God in prayer. I know I have received great comfort by talking to God 
about the things that make me anxious or worried, and I’m sure many of you have as 
well. This reading from Corinthians is telling us that since we have experienced that 
comfort, we are now equipped to extend that comfort to others. We can let that 
comfort that comes from God flow through us and into the hearts of others if we 
only try.  

 
Have you received comfort from God? Will you extend that comfort to others? 

 
Prayer:   Loving and compassionate God – thank you for listening to me and sending me 

compassion. Help me to let those flow through me and allow others to feel that 
comfort that comes from you.  

 
 
Saturday, August 6 

Reading:  James 1:22-25 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  
 
Thought:   Once again we are told that our faith journey is an active one. We are called to not 

just read the Bible, but to put those words, including those about hospitality and 
compassion, into action. It can be easy to listen to that little voice that says, “You’re 
too busy to help out” or “Someone else will do it” or “I wouldn’t do that very well, 
someone else could do it better.”  Oh, there are lots of ways we deceive ourselves. 
The problem is that when we do that, we are denying God’s call and ultimately 
losing an opportunity – not just to serve or to grow in faith – but to receive that rich 
reward that comes with living the life of Christ. 

 
What activities are you involved in that exhibit compassion and hospitality? 

 
Prayer:  Holy Spirit – I want to be a doer in the kingdom of God. Help me to find those 

activities that welcome people and make them feel loved. 
 
 
  



 

Sunday, August 7 

Reading:   Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such things there is no 
law.  

 
Thought:   This Bible verse is one of my favorites. To me it shows a circular pattern of my 

relationship with God, my worship, and my service. By expressing kindness to others 
through acts of hospitality and compassion I am worshipping God through my 
actions and receiving love and joy and being blessed with more gentleness and self-
control. This is the upward spiral of spiritual growth and what a treasure it has been. 
I want it to continue throughout my life! 

 
Are you receiving fruit of the Spirit? What does it feel like to you? 

 
Prayer:   Loving God – I give you praise and thanks for the fruit of your Spirit. Help me to 

recognize your presence in my actions of hospitality and compassion. 
 
 

 

 
 


