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*August’s Prayer for Thought* 
 

Praying Throughout the Day 
 

Prayer throughout the activities of the day can be as quick and as intimate as breathing. Anne Lamott 
says that most of our prayers are just “Help!,” “Thanks,” or “Wow!”55 So a quick, “Help me, Jesus!” 
can provide immediate strength in any challenge. 
 

Brother Lawrence, a French soldier from the seventeenth century who became a monk, looked for God 
in everything he did, doing what became known as “the practice of the presence of God.” He wrote: “A 
brief remembrance of God, an act of inner adoration—even though on the run with sword in hand—
these prayers, short as they may be, are pleasing to God, and, far from causing those engaged in battle 
to lose courage in the most dangerous circumstances, fortify it.”56 Later, as a monk, Brother Lawrence 
found that he could worship God just as much at his job working in the monastery kitchen as in the 
chapel. 

Listening for God takes awareness and patience. Often God speaks through a Bible verse or something 
we read in a book. Sometimes God speaks through dreams. Frequently we realize that God’s message 
to us comes during a conversation with another Christian. Sometimes the subtle prompts of the Holy 
Spirit just become clear in our minds as we pray, calling us to reach out to a neighbor—or even an ene-
my—in support and love, or to take action for restoration and justice, or to work for change in an insti-
tution or system. 

Keeping a spiritual journal through words, songs, or art many Christians find that writing a journal 
helps to keep track of how frequently and powerfully God is active in our lives. We may not always 
recognize God at work when we are in the midst of a difficult situation. But after we get through that 
time of trial, when we look back, we can see where God was protecting us and guiding us through the 
storm. Keeping a prayer journal, either through words or songs or drawings or even doodling, can re-
mind us of all the places and times God has answered our prayers in creative, 
powerful, unexpected, and sometimes miraculous ways. 
 

Next month, we will share ideas about praying at the end of the day. 
 
 
 
 
55Anne Lamott, Help, Thanks, Wow: The Three Essential Prayers (New York: Riverhead, 2012). 
56Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection, Writings and Conversations on the Practice of the Presence of God, critical edition by Conrad De Meester, OCD 
(Washington, DC: ICS Publications, 1994), 63. 
57Thomas Kelly, A Testament of Devotion (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1941), 39. 
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                       Gifts & Offerings through July 27th, 2022 
 
 

· General: $13,182.00 
 YTD: $86,554.46 
 2022 Budget: $169,779.00            
            
· Mission Share: $464.50 
 YTD: $7,097.50 
 2022 Pledged Budget: $13,000.00   
 
· World Hunger/Receive Bread-Give Bread: $191.50 
 YTD: $4,543.40 
 2022 Goal: $5,000.00     
    

                                              Total: $13,838.00 
 
 

*Please note, these totals are before all online giving fees have been assessed. 

 

    
 Check out our website at         
 www.salemlutheranponca.org 
 

  
  
 Find us on Facebook /  
 Salem Lutheran Church  

 
 

             Salem Senior’s Ministry Team 
 

  If you are interested in joining the Salem Senior’s, please contact  
  Deb Mahler.  

 
 
 

The Salem Youth Group participated in building beds for children in need through the Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace organization on Saturday, June 4th.  
 

For more information, please visit https://www.shpbeds.org/ 



 

Worship Service Time Change beginning on Sunday, August 14th, our worship service will be @ 
10:30am. 
 

Communion will be on Sunday, August 14th.  Communion will be held on the second Sunday of the 
month. 
 

Bible Study is every Thursday @ 9:30am.  All are welcome to attend.  
 

Sunday School will be every Sunday, beginning on Sunday, August 14th @ 9:00am. 
 

Confirmation will be every Wednesday, beginning on Wednesday, August 24th @ 6:00pm. 
 

Fellowship Church Council Person of the Month Fellowship will be on the second Sunday of the month 
during Sunday School.  
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· August 1st, 2022 @ 6:30pm—Sunday School Teachers Meeting 
 

· August 3rd, 2022 @ 7:00pm—Church Council Meeting 
 

· August 7th, 2022 @ 9:30am—Blessing of the Backpacks during our worship ser-
vice  

 

· August 14th, 2022 @ 9:00am—Sunday School begins, Council Person of the Month 
Fellowship during Sunday School, and our worship service time changes to 10:30am 

 

· August 17th, 2022 @ 6:30pm—Mandatory Parent/Student Confirmation Meeting 
 

· August, 21st, 2022 @ 5:00pm—Annual Church Picnic on the church’s front lawn 
 

· August 24th, 2022 @ 6:00pm –Confirmation begins 

Important Newsletter Information 
 

In July a letter was mailed to all of our active members, active non-members, and inactive 
members in regards to the mailing of our monthly newsletter and updating our church rec-
ords.  
 

Unfortunately, we are unable to utilize our bulk mailing permit and the cost to mail our monthly newsletter 
continues to increase substantially.  
 

Please notify the church office with your current information. If we do not receive notice by August 20th, 
2022, you will automatically be opted-out from receiving our monthly newsletter. 
 

You may notify us by: 
 Mailing the letter back to us at PO Box 316 Ponca, NE 68770 or leaving it in the church office 
 Emailing us at: salemponca@gmail.com 
 Calling us at: 402-755-2728    

Beginning in September, you may receive our monthly newsletter online at www.salemlutheranponca.org  
select News and then select Newsletters or there will be copies available for you to pick-up monthly on the 
welcome desk in the church’s narthex.  
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of the Church Council Members. 
 

We truly appreciate your understanding and willingness to help us alleviate increasing costs and update 
our church records.  
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We are Thankful for our 

Spectacul  Salem Stew ds 
 

submitted by Salem’s Stewardship Ministry Team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Salem Summer Stewards Shine! 
 
We are so grateful for all the Salem Stewards who continue to shine this summer in so many 
ways! In July we all learned and grew through the study and messages from John Street, Bruce 
Erickson, Nicole Ericksen, Codi Hrouda, and Heather Craig-Oldsen. 
 
Vacation Bible School was once again very successful and Salem is thankful for the active 
leadership of Michelle Rinas, with help from Jan Schempp, Deb Mahler, Allie Albrecht, Katie 
Pick, Ashtyn Pick, Codi Hrouda, Addison Stewart, and Saumbra Hall. Thanks to E-Team for 
providing the Sunday evening supper. 
 
We enjoyed the delicious treats provided for Fellowship after worship, first provided by Coun-
cil Person of the Month Amy Dohma, and later in July by E– Team. They provided wonderful 
food and all attending enjoyed the great fellowship! 
 
Special thanks to Michelle Rinas for her continued wisdom and work as she leads our Thurs-
day morning Bible Study sessions. 
 
And gratitude abounds as our Salem Church Council members keep every aspect of Salem 
working smoothly through this transition time. Of course, our awesome staff members contin-
ue with their efficient works! 
 
We are blessed indeed! 

 
 
 

THANK YOU  
to everyone who helped with 
Vacation Bible School this 

year! We couldn’t do it without 
ALL of your help and it’s truly  

appreciated! 



 

Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes        July 13th, 2022 
 

Attendance: 
 

Salem Lutheran Church Council met on Wednesday, July 13th, 2022, at 7:00pm.  Those in 
attendance included: Codi Hrouda Julie Sydow, Katie Uthof, Todd Anderson, Amy 
Dohma, Keith Karlberg, Deb Mahler, and John Street. 
 

Call to Order/Devotions/Approve last month’s meeting minutes: 
 

Co-President Codi called the meeting to order at 7:06pm. Amy led the Church Council in 
prayer. A motion to approve the minutes from the previous meeting was made by Julie 
and seconded by John. MCU. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
 

Saumbra was not in attendance of the meeting but provided everyone in attendance with 
copies of the monthly financial reports.  There were a few items that she had noted: expla-
nation of the reconciliation deposit, NNPPD refund check, stop payment, and social secu-
rity check that has not yet been cashed.  A motion to approve the treasurer’s report was 
made by Todd and seconded by Amy.  MCU.  
 

Correspondence: 
 

There was no correspondence. 
 

Old Business: 
 

Transition Period Misc. Items/Timeline: 
-Ministry Site Profile  

-Community: Julie reported back that Todd and herself are working on 
scheduling interviews with two different people. 
-Demographics: Amy reported back her findings and that she researched 
multiple different options. 
-Quick Check form: moved to next month’s meeting agenda and prior to 
next month’s meeting all Church Council Members need to complete and 
bring the form with them.  Katie will send a reminder email with the form 
attached to all of Church Council.  

 -Pastoral Emergency Process 
-A new call list of supply pastors was created.  Sandra Braasch from Dako-
ta City, Chad Beckius from Maskell, and Charlotte Eversoll from Emerson.  
Keith also reported back that he has left messages with Deb Hammer from 
Allen.  

 -Find an ordained Pastor for our Confirmation on 10/30/22.  
  -Michelle is still working on it. 
 

New Business: 
 

Codi reported back on behalf of Bruce in regards to the Leslie cabinet.  Richard Dohma 
has picked up the organ.  The Leslie cabinet is the churches.  Bruce recommends that we 
hold onto it until there would be a possible need for funds etc…  
 

The Annual Church Picnic is schedule for Sunday, August 28th.  Katie reported that she 
had been in contact with E-Team in regards to planning etc…  Council recommends that 
the picnic should be outside and to mail invites to the same mailing address labels.  E-
Team has a meeting scheduled for this coming Sunday at 5:30pm.   
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Additions to the Agenda: 
 

Codi reported on behalf of Bob Anderson that he has made the first round of communion 
to our some of our homebound members and plans to meet with the others this following 
week.  She also noted that things have been going well and that her dad thoroughly enjoys 
volunteering his time to meet with our members.  
 

Codi also reported back that she received copies of Salem Lutheran in Dakota City’s Con-
stitution and Bylaws.  She gave those copies to Katie to make copies for whomever on 
Church Council would like a copy.  
 

Pastor’s Report:  
 

There was no Pastor’s report.  
 

Ministry Team Reports: 
 

Budget and Finance: 
 Chairperson: Mark Gehring 
 Co-Council Liaison: Codi Hrouda and Julie Sydow 
 Report:  Todd reported that he is working on scheduling an audit. 
Cemetery:   
 Chairperson: Teri Harder 
 Council Liaison: Codi Hrouda  

Report: Julie reported that there were some tree branches down along the fence 
line and that Kevin would work on getting that cleaned up.  

Communication:  
 Chairperson: Barry Krusemark 
 Council Liaison: Katie Uthof 
 Report:  
Endowment:   
 Chairperson: Brian Burrell 
 Council Liaison: Todd Anderson 
 Report:  Todd reported that they are looking for two new people to be on the com-
 mittee. 
Evangelism Team (E-Team):  
 Co-Chairperson: Tammy Book and Michelle Karlberg 
 Council Liaison: Michelle Rinas 

Report:  E-Team & W/ELCA served a VBS meal on Sunday, July 10th.  There is a 
meeting scheduled for Monday, July 18th @ 5:30pm. 

Faith Formation (Christian Education):  
 Co-Chairperson: Saumbra Hall and Michelle Rinas 
 Council Liaison: John Street 

Report: Saumbra and Michelle met the end of June to begin planning for the 2022-
2023 Sunday School and Confirmation programs.  There is a Faith Formation 
meeting scheduled for July 25th @ 6:30pm to plan for Confirmation.  A letter was 
sent out to parents of Confirmation students concerning a mandatory parents/
student meeting on August 17th and informing them that Confirmation classes will 
begin on August 24th.  A Sunday School Teachers meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, August 1st @ 6:30pm. 

Global Mission:  
 Chairperson: Heather Craig-Oldsen 
 Council Liaison: John Street 
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Report:  There is a meeting scheduled for Sunday, July 17th following the worship 
service.  

Memorial: 
 Chairperson: Saumbra Hall 
 Council Liaison: Amy Dohma 

Report:  Amy reported that Saumbra provided her with updated balances as of July 
7th, 2022.  Balances are as follows: New Organ Fund $12,352.79, Sanya Juu Travel 
Fund $3,749.65, Undesignated Fund $1,941.80, Lazarus Fund $1,125.95, and Bon-
nie Buhr Fund $75.00.  She also noted that on 5/31/22 $1,085.00 was taken from 
the undesignated fund to go towards the metal bench and on 6/28/22 $510.55 was 
taken from the Jim Saxon memorial fund to go towards paying for the electric pi-
ano.  This left the Jim Saxon fund with a zero balance.  

Music & Worship:  
 Co-Chairperson: Bruce Ericksen and Diane Smith 
 Council Liaison: Bruce Ericksen 
 Report: They met earlier tonight.  
Mutual Ministry:  
 Chairperson:  
 Council Liaison: Keith Karlberg 

Report:  Keith reported that they had a meeting a few weeks ago and from that 
meeting he then asked the Church Council what the Church Council expectations 
are from Mutual Ministry.  There was a lot of discussion in regards to this topic.  It 
was determined that Mutual Ministry should go back to the way it was previously.  
In the January 20th, 2019, Annual Report it states that the Mutual Ministry commit-
tee oversees the activities of the church congregation and acts as an arbitrator in 
the event of a difference of opinion between two parties or groups.  In the January 
17th, 2021, Annual Report it states that the Mutual Ministry Committee will be un-
dergoing some restructuring in the coming year so that a more diverse representa-
tion of the congregation is represented among its members.  In the coming year we 
will be focusing on assessing our ministry as a whole (not just the Pastor’s perfor-
mance) and finding way that together we can live into our mission for ministry to-
gether.  The committee will still be available to serve as arbitrator in the event of a 
difference of opinion between two parties or group.  Debb made a motion to re-
adopt the Mutual Ministry Committees purpose as referenced per the January 20th, 
2019, Annual Report and was seconded by Keith.  MCU.  Keith noted that he 
would report back to the Mutual Ministry Team what was discussed and voted up-
on by Church Council. 

Property:   
 Chairperson: Doug Bauman 
 Council Liaison: Todd Anderson 

Report: Todd reported that Doug is planning on meeting with Doyle at Outdoor 
Environments in regards to possible landscaping options.  Todd also noted that he 
did a walk through the church parsonage after we received all the rain.  He put a 
down spout back on and will bring in some dirt.  He also noted that per his conver-
sion with the plumber he unplugged the water softener at the parsonage.  

Salem Seniors:  
 Chairperson: Deb Mahler 
 Council Liaison: Deb Mahler 

Report: Deb reported that she has had two members contact her in regards to join-
ing.  She plans to schedule a meeting and see who comes and then they can go 
from there.  
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Stewardship:  
 Chairperson: Jane Armstrong 
 Council Liaison: Andrea Stewart 
 Report:  
Thrivent: 
 Chairperson: Michelle Rinas 
 Council Liaison: Codi Hrouda 
 Report:   
Women of the ELCA (W/ELCA): 
 Chairperson: Jan Schempp 
 Council Liaison: Michelle Rinas 
 Report:  W/ELCA & E-Team served a VBS meal on Sunday, July 10th.   
Youth Group Ministry:  
 Co-Chairperson: Lisa Balvantin and Codi Hrouda 
 Council Liaison: Abbie Hrouda 
 Report:  
 

Announcements: 
 

There was discussion of when the next Church Council meeting would be as August 10th 
conflicted with a lot of people.  So, it was decided that the next Church Council meeting 
will be held on Wednesday, August 3rd @ 7:00pm.  Amy made the motion for adjourn-
ment, and it was seconded by John. MCU.  Church Council closed the meeting with the 
Lord’s Prayer. Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Katie Uthof, Salem Lutheran Church Council Secretary 

 
 

Salem’s Transition Timeline 
 
 

· Calendars:  please be sure to let Katie in the church office know of any meetings/events 
etc...that way she can get them updated on all our calendar resources.  

 

· Communion: will be on the second Sunday of the month. 
 

· Congregation Member Visits: Bob Anderson has graciously volunteered to continue mak-
ing our homebound, hospital, nursing home, etc… visits.  In effort to protect our members 
privacy the request for a visits/added to our prayer list needs to come directly from the 
member or an immediate family member.  If you have any questions, please contact Bob 
Anderson. 

 

· Pastoral Emergencies: please contact any Church Council member (Codi Hrouda, Julie 
Sydow, Michelle Rinas, Katie Uthof, Todd Anderson, Amy Dohma, Bruce Ericksen, Abbie 
Hrouda, Deb Mahler, Andrea Stewart, or John Street) and they will be able to assist you 

 

· Questions: if you ever have any questions, please contact any of the Church Council mem-
bers.  They are working very hard to make this transitions period as seamless as possible. 

 

· Worship Service Leaders:  fortunately, we have been blessed with individuals who are 
willing to step forward to lead our worship services.  If you are interested in leading a wor-
ship service, please contact Bruce or Nicole Ericksen.   



 

8-5 Cal & Saundra Rahn 
8-8 Wyatt & Lynn Mellick 
8-9 Barry & Cortni Krusemark 
8-12 Russ & Katie Pick 
8-16 Rick & Kellee Nelson 
8-21 Ben & Courtney Taylor 
8-22 Tyler & Katie Uthof 
8-25 Matt & Amy Dohma 
8-26 Dennis & Teri Lukken 
8-28 Jerry & Judy Peterson 
8-29 Jim & Christina Nelson 
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8-1 Emily Persinger 
8-4 Don Mohr 
8-4 Brian Todd 
8-6 Tammy Book 
8-6 Ruthie Boeshart 
8-6 Kaden Fields 
8-7 John Street 
8-8 Ashtyn Pick 
8-8 Diane Smith 
8-8 Ivy Taylor 
8-8 Bob Curry 
8-9 Jane Armstrong 
 

8-11 Kenton Book 
8-14 Bill Binkard 
8-14 Jackie Coughlin 
8-18 Julie Lamprecht 
8-19 Jan Stading 
8-22 Auston Hamilton 
8-22 Zain Stark 
8-24 Alix Hughes 
8-26 Dennis Lukken 
8-28 Mishelle Fields 
8-29 Cheri Albrecht 
8-31 Abby Schweers 

 

August’s  Worship Assistants:  
(If you are unable to be a worship assistant, please find a replacement and email salemponca@gmail.com) 
 

   Council Person of the Month: Andrea Stewart 
 

   Communion Assistants: Andrea Stewart & Michelle Rinas 
 

   Communion Set-up: Barb Bauman, Codi Hrouda, & Cortni Krusemark 
 

   Ushers/Greeters: Todd Anderson & Deb Mahler 
 

   Sunday Morning Set-up & PowerPoint: Barry Krusemark 
 

   Worship Service Led By:     Scripture Reader: 
 7th: Michelle Rinas     7th: Heather Oldsen 
 14th: Bruce Ericksen     14th: Pat Stingley 
 21st: Olivia Hrouda     21st: Cortni Krusemark  
 28th: DJ Smith      28th: Cindy Anderson 
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Office Hours are Monday-Thursday 8:00am-1:00pm 

 
August 2022 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

 
 

 

1 
 

Sunday School 
Teachers Meeting 
@ 6:30pm 

2 3 
 

Church Council 
Meeting @ 7:00pm 

4 
 
 

Bible Study @ 
9:30am 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

Worship Service @ 9:30am 
Blessing of the Backpacks 
during worship 
 
 
 

8 
 

 

9 
 

10 
 

Music & Worship 
@ 4:45pm 

11 
 

Bible Study @ 
9:30am 
 
 

 

12 

 
13 

 

14 

 

“Rally Sunday” Sunday 
School begins at 9:00am 
 

Council Person of the Month 
Fellowship during Sunday 
School 
 

Worship Service @ 10:30am 
(Communion) 
 
 

15 

Stewardship @ 
7:00pm via Zoom 

16 17 
 

Mandatory Parent/
Student Confirma-
tion Meeting @ 
6:30pm 

 

18 
 

Bible Study @ 
9:30am 

19 
 

20 

 

21 

 

Sunday School @ 9:00am 
 

Worship Service @ 10:30am 
 

Worship Service Leader 
meeting following worship 

 

Annual Church Picnic @ 
5:00pm in the church’s front 
lawn 
 
 

22 23 
 

24 
 

Confirmation @ 
6:00pm 

25 
 

Bible Study @ 
9:30am 

26 27 

 

28 
 

Sunday School @ 9:00am 
 

Worship Service @ 10:30am 
with the Prodigal Sons 

29 
 

 

30 31 
 

Confirmation @ 
6:00pm 

1 
 

Bible Study @ 
9:30am 

2 3 
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