
 

The King of the Jews and so many more           Pastor Tom 
~ John 18:28-38             July 24, 2022  
 
  

A couple months ago, Queen Elizabeth turned 96.  The United Kingdom celebrated her 70th year 

as Queen.  That means most of us have lived under the Queen’s reign for our entire lives or most of our 

lives.  We all know what she looks like.  We see her picture on the back of our money coins and on the 

front of the $20 bill.  She is your and my queen.      

 Yet, how much influence does she have on your life this past week?  Did you wake up one morning 

and think, I wonder what the Queen said yesterday?  Did she enter your thoughts when you had decisions 

to make?  Did you consider whether your choice might honor or dishonor the queen?  Does your hope 

for the future rest on the reign of the Queen?   

 The answer is likely “No” for most of us. The Queen lives in England far from here.   Though her 

image shows up on our bills and coins, she has little direct influence on our daily lives.   Our Prime 

Minister, the Premier and Mayor make decisions that impact us.  They can introduce and pass laws that 

affect our everyday lives.  Sometimes, we don’t like their decisions.  We struggle to understand or believe 

their words.   

 So, we’re ruled by a queen with little direct influence in our daily lives.  We’re ruled by elected 

leaders who make decisions we may not agree with.  If we’re looking for hope or confidence to live in 

these times, I wonder if any of these inspire hope?     

Then we hear about Jesus our King.   Might our lack of relationship with our current monarch 

influence our view of Jesus our King?  Might our opinions of current political leadership affect how we 

relate to Jesus as our Ruler? 

 Most of us don’t know how to live under a king whose rule directly impacts our lives.  We have 

not experienced a close relationship with a sovereign ruler.  We generally carry an attitude of skepticism 

towards many in leadership over us.  So how do we relate to Jesus as King over our lives?  What 

difference does it really make for our lives if Jesus is a King with a kingdom?   



 

That’s what we will explore today as we take a little break from the Ezekiel series and look at the 

nature of Jesus’ kingdom.  This is a message I prepared before Easter but could not deliver because of 

Covid.  This question about Jesus’ kingship and kingdom came up at key moments throughout his arrest 

and trial.  The chief priests used Jesus’ kingship to portray Him as a threat to Rome.  Jesus clarifies the 

nature of His kingdom in a conversation with the Roman Governor.  I believe Jesus and His words can 

provide us hope and confidence for the future.     

So here’s what I am going to try to prove today.  The nature of Jesus’ kingdom enables us to live 

with hope and God-centered confidence.  We discover this when He faces the Roman governor who 

represents the earthly king of the Empire.   Once we’ve unpacked Jesus words, we will see why He brings 

us hope and God centered confidence today.    

Please find John 18:28-40 in your Bibles or on your devices.  It’s on Page 766 in the Bibles we have 

for you if you’re here in person today.     

John 18:28-40 (ESV)  

28 Then they led Jesus from the house of Caiaphas to the governor's headquarters. It was early 
morning. They themselves did not enter the governor's headquarters, so that they would not be 
defiled, but could eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate went outside to them and said, “What accusation 
do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered him, “If this man were not doing evil, we 
would not have delivered him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and 
judge him by your own law.” The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put anyone to 
death.” 32 This was to fulfill the word that Jesus had spoken to show by what kind of death he 
was going to die. 

33 So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the King 
of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to 
you about me?” 35 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this 
world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting, that I might not 
be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” 37 Then Pilate said to him, 
“So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this purpose I was born 
and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who 
is of the truth listens to my voice.” 38 Pilate said to him, “What is truth?” 

After he had said this, he went back outside to the Jews and told them, “I find no guilt in 
him. 39 But you have a custom that I should release one man for you at the Passover. So do you 
want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” 40 They cried out again, “Not this man, but 
Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a robber. 

 



 

 Jesus has just come through a trial before the Jewish high council or Sanhedrin.  Caiaphas, the 

High Priest, charged Jesus to answer the question, “Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.”  Jesus 

answers basically “Yes.  From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of power 

coming on the clouds.”  Each one of those phrase claimed divinity or God status.  So, they condemn him 

to death on account of blasphemy.   

 But since the Romans rule the land, the Jewish council cannot carry out the death penalty by 

means of crucifixion.  They want Jesus crucified to humiliate him, pronounce a curse on him that will 

hopefully stamp out this movement.   So verse 28 tells us they took Jesus from Caiaphas’ house to the 

governor’s headquarters.  This is where Rome’s highest representative in the region stayed when he was 

in Jerusalem.  The governor at that time was a guy called Pilate.  He normally resided in Caesarea by 

the Mediterranean Sea.  But on high Jewish holidays, he would stay in Jerusalem in case of rioting or 

trouble.   

 It was early morning maybe 5 or 6 am.  Then I love this next part for its irony.  Verse (28).  “They,” 

the chief priests and their crew, “themselves did not enter the governor’s headquarters, so that they would 

not be defiled, but could eat the Passover.”  A tradition developed that Jews would not go into Gentile or 

non-Jewish homes lest they become ritually defiled.  There are all kinds of debate about how this could 

happen.  Maybe they would eat the wrong food or touch an unclean person or stumble across some 

pagan worship shrine.  If that happened, you were considered ritually unclean for 7 days.  Since it was 

Passover that evening, they wanted to ensure they didn’t expose themselves to this risk.  

 Now do you see the tragic irony here?  They’re unwilling to risk ritual defilement which is really 

the external practice of religion.  But they’re ok with seeking false witnesses.  They’re okay with trusting 

people who twist Jesus’ words.  They’re fine with seeking the death penalty for an innocent man.  Their 

okay with violating their own standards for fair trials in front of the people.  But ritual defilement that might 

wreck their Passover meal plans?  Oh no.  Can’t do that.   They’re like gangsters who go to 6 o’clock 

mass before carrying out a hit on a rival gang at 7.   



 

 Yet Pilate puts up with this.  He goes out to meet them.  Maybe they have some sort of agreement.  

He’s heard about this Jesus.    So he wants to know the charge.  “What accusation do you bring against 

this man?”  But they don’t provide a formal charge.   In fact, they seem taken aback by Pilate’s question.  

They expect him just to take Jesus and kill him.  So, they respond “if this man were not doing evil, we 

would not have delivered him over to you.”   

 So basically, the charge is “He’s evil.”  Well, that’s not going to hold up in a court of law.  You can 

believe that someone is evil.  But they need to violate some law for a solid conviction.  Pilate says basically 

if that’s the case, they can try him themselves.   He’s not interested in character charges. He needs to 

address actions of rebellion or disturbance against Rome.   

 But then they go back at Pilate.  “It’s not lawful for us to put anyone to death.”  That’s interesting 

because the Romans did seem to allow the Chief Priests to put people to death by stoning.  That could 

happen like it did to Stephen in Acts 7.  But they want this public humiliation of crucifixion. They want 

everyone to look at Jesus with disgust.  John, the narrator, intervenes in verse 32 to observe a fulfillment 

of Jesus’ own word.  He predicted He would be lifted up to die.  John 3:14 – And as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have 

eternal life.  Or John 12:32-33 – “Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast 

out.  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”   

 Then the scene moves inside of Pilate’s headquarters in verse 33.  Note the setting.  We have 

the highest representative of the Roman Emperor or King meeting with King of kings.  When Pilate sees 

Jesus he asks, “Are you the king of the Jews?”  Commentators note the word “you” is somewhat 

emphatic.  It’s like Pilate is surprised or scornful.  So he may have said it more like this.  “Are YOU the 

king of the Jews?”  Remember Jesus has probably been up all night.  He prayed in Gethsemane.  He got 

arrested.  He went through the Jewish trial.  After they convicted him, they beat on him. They probably 

threw him into a cell in the High Priest’s palace.  So he’s looking pretty ragged and weak.   

 But He responds to Pilate’s question.  “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it to 

you about me?”  Jesus seeks to discern the real nature of Pilate’s question.   Pilate is basically asks “Are 



 

you a political revolutionary who claims to be King of the Jews and poses a threat to Rome?”  The right 

answer to that question would be “No.” Not at this moment anyway.  The priests saw Jesus claiming to 

be the Messianic King over their nation.   If Pilate asked that, he answer would be yes.  Jesus seeks to 

determine if Pilate is simply repeating the High Priest’s charge or if we he really wants to understand 

Jesus and His kingdom.   

 Pilate responds somewhat scornfully.  “Am I a Jew?”  So no, I don’t care if you’re some spiritual 

king to the Jews.  I’m trying to figure out if you’re a threat to Rome.  After all it was your own nation and 

chief priests who delivered you over to me.”  Jesus’ response gives us our first answer to the question 

What is the nature of Jesus’ kingdom?   

 Verse 36 – Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world.  If my kingdom were of this world, 

my servants would have been fighting that I might not be delivered over to the Jews.  But my kingdom is 

not from the world.”  So the first answer to our question is this:  Jesus kingdom is not from this world. 

(36).   It is a kingdom unlike earthly kingdoms.   It is not run like other kingdoms.  It’s power does not 

depend on the world’s ways.  Jesus offers proof of this by the lack of an army.  Any earthly king needed 

an army to gain and keep power.  But He has no army.  His servants did not gather to fight to prevent his 

arrest though Peter tried.   

 If Jesus kingdom is not of the world, it is unlike kingdoms which have a border, a specific piece of 

territory and a specific group of people to rule over.  Jesus’ kingdom is not limited by such earthly 

boundaries.   That also means that Jesus’ rule is unlike any earthly king’s rule.  That means no political 

games; no deceit; no promises made with no intention of keeping them; no backroom deals; no scandals; 

no self-serving initiatives.  A righteous king will rule righteously.    

 Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world.  But that doesn’t mean that His kingdom is irrelevant to the 

world.  That doesn’t mean that it’s some abstract idea that doesn’t affect our dailylives.  Yet His kingdom 

deeply affects this world.  We see this through His ministry.  Jesus is powerfully active among the 

people.  He delivers people from Satan’s power or realm.  One commentator writes: “The fundamental 

concept of the kingdom of God in the Bible is that it indicates God’s “coming” to this world to bring 



 

judgment and salvation to humankind. When the Gospels portray Jesus powerfully active among people, 

delivering them from Satan’s thrall and bringing to them the blessings of God’s good rule, they describe 

the kingdom of God in action in this world.”   God’s kingdom is active in our world today because of His 

purposes and his power.  Jesus’ kingdom is active in our lives today as He ministers to us, and the Spirit 

works in us. Though His kingdom is not of this world it deeply affects our world.   

 Pilate, however, does not get this.  He is still focused on a political threat to Rome.  So, he says 

in verse 37, “So you are a king?”   Jesus answers this with another aspect of Hiskingdom.  Middle of 

verse 37.  Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king.  For this purpose I was born and for this purpose 

I have come into the world – to bear witness to the truth.  Everyone who is of the truth listens to me.”   

 So what is the nature of Jesus’ kingdom?  His kingdom is truth He was born and came into the 

world to bear witness to the truth.   This does not mean he came to testify to the abstract concept of truth.  

Or he came to talk about the idea of truth.   He came to bear witness to the truth of God’s saving 

sovereignty.  He came to bear witness to the judgment and salvation brought by His coming.   He Himself 

is truth.  Back at the Last Supper, Thomas said to Jesus, “Lord we don’t know where you’re going so how 

can we know the way?”  Jesus responds by saying, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one 

comes to the Father except through me.”  The truth is that God has come with judgment and salvation to 

bring hope and rescue to the world. Jesus came to be a king and testify to the truth.  On the cross and in 

the empty tomb, He accomplishes that truth.   

 Some commentators wonder if Jesus last phrase gave Pilate an invitation here.  “Everyone who 

is of the truth listens to my voice.”  Did Jesus’ expression or eyes invite Pilate to explore truth further?  

We don’t know.  But we do know Pilate’s immediate response.  He dismisses this talk with the phrase, 

“What is truth?”  Instead of waiting for Jesus’ answer, Pilate leaves.  Yet he is convinced that Jesus is no 

political threat.  So he goes back to the Jews determined to release Jesus.  We all know what eventually 

happened.    



 

 So we’ve answered the question “What is the nature of Jesus’ kingdom?” It is not of this world but 

it deeply affects the world.  It is a kingdom of truth.  I’m arguing that the nature of Jesus’ kingdom enables 

us to live with hope and God centered confidence.   

 How does the nature of Jesus’ kingdom give us hope?  Since Jesus’ kingdom is unlike any 

earthly kingdom we can live with hope that justice and righteousness will ultimately prevail.   Look 

closely enough at any human leaders throughout history including Christians, you will find flaws.  We see 

and experience broken promises, cover ups, corruption and injustice in the halls of power.  Our trust gets 

worn down.   We conclude that we just must put up with whoever we get.  Some in government tell the 

truth.  Some lie to us.  Some make promises they know they won’ keep just to get elected.  Some people 

live in societies where the government keeps power by brute force.  They don’t rule by the will of the 

people, the rule from the end of a gun.  It’s all pretty distasteful.  We do need to pray for Christians who 

try to bring truth and ethics into government.  But we don’t gain deep hope by putting all our trust in 

earthly leaders.     

Yet then we hear about a king whose kingdom is not from this world.  It is unstained by the world. 

There is no corruption, lying, or deceit.   There is no tortuous redefinition of words to try to make something 

wrong look right.  This kingdom does not hold onto power through brute force. This kingdom is not limited 

to a region, people or specific land.  It is not limited by deficits and problems that it cannot solve.  This 

kingdom will rule and reign over all the world with goodness and righteousness.  It will be good for people 

and have their best in mind.   

When we think about such a kingdom led by such a king, we can swell with hope.  We cherish the 

possibility of life in such a kingdom.   We put less hope in earthly kings and rulers.  We have more realistic 

expectations.  They may do some good.  But there will be some bad and division and inevitable 

disappointments.  Yet, we don’t have to despair because we know that Jesus kingdom is not from this 

world.   

 How does the nature of Jesus’ kingdom give us God-centered confidence?   It gives us a 

solid rock on which to build our lives because it is a kingdom of truth.   We live in a relativistic 



 

society.  That means that many believe, including those making our laws, that there is no such thing as 

absolute truth.  Instead, truth depends on the individual experiences and interpretations.  Our culture is 

so immersed in this that we might not even notice our own buy in to this false belief.     

 This results in the strange phrase that we hear more and more today called “my truth.”  “I am 

going to share my truth” as if truth is something that we possess and shape according to our experiences 

and interpretations.  You might hear this view stated like this.  “What’s true for you is true for you.  What’s 

true for me is true for me.  So, if Christianity is true for you, that’s great.  You can enjoy that and do your 

church thing.  But it’s not true for me.  I’m going to do my own thing according to my truth.”  We can all 

get along as long as we don’t impose “our truth” on other people.  John Piper writes about this in a 

message he gave on John 18:37 back in 1988.  So he was saying this 34 years ago.   “Morality today 

has been defined in terms of relativism.  If you don’t believe that the truth you see is binding on me, then 

you are humble, good and moral.  But if you think the truth you see is binding on me, then you are 

arrogant, intolerant and immoral.”1 

 Do you get what he is saying? People who say there is such a thing as absolute, objection truth 

that is outside of you and are considered immoral, intolerant and arrogant.  People who say there is no 

absolute truth are considered moral, tolerant, and humble. In a sense, the claim that “there is no absolute 

truth” feels liberating.  We can live however we want.  We don’t have to obey or subscribe or conform to 

something outside of us that we don’t like.   

But there’s big problems with this viewpoint.  First, it is self-contradictory.  It says, “There is no 

such thing as absolute truth.”  Do you see the problem?  The statement uses an absolute truth claim to 

disprove absolute truth.  Do you see that? 

 Second, what happens when your truth and my truth clash?  Here’s a very practical example 

given by Piper in his message.  Say someone punches you in the face.  You press charges.  The judge 

hears the case.  You say, “That guy punched me in the face.  That is wrong.”  But that guy says, “I didn’t 

 
1 https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/jesus-came-into-the-world-to-bear-witness-to-the-truth 



 

like what you were saying.  I didn’t agree with your opinion.  So, to protect my family and my own 

emotional wellbeing, I decided to punch you in the face.   I believe that was a good act and being true to 

myself and my truth.”  Then the judge rules in favor of the person who punched you.  The judge says “I 

have to respect their truth.  So I have to let this go.”  Would you be okay with that?  No.   That guy did 

wrong.  Except in a relative society, there is no universal understanding of right and wrong.  There is no 

absolute truth.  Everything is relative.   

That’s where we live today friends.  That’s the world and culture we live in. Many of the clashes 

we see between people occur because of the various versions of truth.  No wonder we’re confused.  No 

wonder children and teenagers get confused.  They get so many conflicting messages from adults and 

the media about the goodness of relativity.  

Do you know who gets to settle the scores between alternative versions of truth?  It’s whoever 

happens to be in power at that time.  They make decisions and pass laws based on “their truth.”   

How different it will be to live in a kingdom of truth.  “For this purpose, Jesus was born and came 

into the world – to bear witness to the truth.”  Imagine a world or society with no deceit; no confusion 

about right and wrong; no rewriting of the laws of nature to suit whatever we feel like doing even if its bad 

for us.  Instead we live under a king filled with love, truth and justice.    

When we build our lives on a kingdom of truth, we rely on a solid foundation.  Then we don’t have 

to keep redefining and adjusting and changing to latest cultural fad of right and wrong.  I would much 

rather build my life on Jesus’ kingdom of truth rather than the shaky sands of relativism.   

You might immediately respond to me with a relativistic worldview.  “Well that’s great that works 

for you Tom. But I’m going to do what works for me or what’s true for me.”  But this is not a question of 

preference.  It is a question of truth.   Absolute unconditional truth and reality defined by Jesus the 

supreme ruler and king over the universe. He said, “Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”  

Have you listened?  Have you come under His reign and Lordship?  He has the absolute best waiting for 

you.  It’s not some overpromised deal or fad.  It’s the truth about who we are and who He is and what He 

did so that we could be forgiven and saved.   



 

If you already live under Jesus reign you can live with hope.  In a world with corrupt governments 

and institutions, in a world where the devil deceives and oppresses, Jesus’ Kingdom is not of this world. 

In a world trying to affirm the chaos of relativism, Jesus came to bear witness to the truth.  So you can 

build your life on that secure foundation.   

Some of you may want to join Pilate.  You want to throw up your hands, ask “What is truth.”   You’d 

prefer to walk away to carry on with life as you want to live it.  If that’s you, I want to invite to go one step 

further than Pilate.  Instead of just asking “What is truth,” seek an answer.  Spend some time examining 

the life of Jesus in the four gospels of the New Testament this summer.  In my Bible, that’s a hundred 

pages of reading.  If you did 10 pages a day, you could read through all the Gospels by early August.  

But don’t just read it.  As you read, ask yourself “does this ring true?”  Listen for what Jesus might say to 

you.   Queen Elizabeth will die one day and her reign will end.  But Jesus lives and reigns forever from 

the right hand of God. The nature of His kingdom can bring us hope and God centered confidence for 

today.  Let us come to our King now to give Him glory.   

 


