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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Each year the SWT Synod meets to share in the ministry of the 120 ELCA                               
congregations in the southwestern Texas region.  This year we met in                                       
New Braunfels from June 10-12. 
 
Click HERE for a video of the                                 
reflections from our voting members: 
Pastor Jake, Deacon Andrew, and                        
Michael and Megan Wenzel. 
 
For more information visit: 
www.swtsynod.org/pages/assembly-
voting-member 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yes--KLk-
Cc 

 
Southwestern Texas Synod Assembly Debrief 

Peace Lutheran Church 
Newsletter 

Love God, Love People,  
and Serve the World! 

August 2022 

https://youtu.be/Yes--KLk-Cc
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The Holy Land 
 

Let me begin by saying thank you to Peace for the opportunity to go on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land from June 14-25 
along with Don and Barbara Hodde from Peace and many of our                             
Episcopal brothers and sisters. 
 
One thing I appreciate about the ELCA is that we value education and 
spiritual formation.  It’s a lifelong endeavor, and going on this pilgrimage 
to walk in the footsteps of Jesus was a lifelong dream. 
 
Each year I take 2 weeks for continuing education to grow in my                         
understanding of what it means to be both a follower of Jesus and a                     
leader in the church.  It keeps me grounded in my spirituality as to why I 
am a pastor and disciple of Jesus.  Furthermore, it keeps me up to date on 
what’s happening in the changing landscape of our times.  
Some of the key highlights of the trip include: 
 

• Reading Scripture in the places where they actually happened.  There’s something about really being there and                  
seeing that Jesus lived in a real place and in a real time.  God joins us in the real places of our lives and these places 
are holy.  Reading the gospel has come alive as I now see a wider panorama of the story having walked in those 
places. 

• Pilgrimage means there are other pilgrims walking with you.  As much as I expected personal transformation, I soon 
realized the bonds that are formed while traveling with the 33 others in our group.  They all had a deep                       
spirituality and a hunger to see Jesus as well.  Not only was I transformed personally, but our group was as well.  It 
reinforces the concept of Christianity as a community and spiritual walk together. 

• Some of the places we went to were overwhelmingly holy sites.  The Church of the Holy Sepulcher where Jesus was 
crucified and buried is a glorious place of holy space and worship.  Engaging the senses by touching the site of                     
Calvary and smelling incense of the sweetness of God’s grace while singing in cathedrals in which our voices raised 
in harmony to the heavens.  

• Some of the places were underwhelming or at least challenged my previous vision.  The Jordan River in which Jesus 
was baptized was no more than a river creek.  It makes the story of Naaman in 2 Kings 5 make more sense when he 
questions, “Are not the rivers of Damascus better than all the waters of Israel?”  And yet it’s consistent in the way in 
which God shows up in the humble places of life like the manger.   

• One of my favorite moments was celebrating the Eucharist in the wilderness between                         
Jerusalem and Jericho.  We read the story of the Good Samaritan and the greatest                              
commandment to love God and love our neighbors.  It’s amazing to experience the spiritual                     
nourishment we need in the desert places of life and to be sustained for the journey.  

• The people of the land are holy in and of themselves.  Israel is a complex place with Jews, 
Muslims, and Christians all claiming it as holy space.  It’s challenging to live together, and 
it’s politically messy.  And yet, each person has a holy story to share.  While the land is holy, 
ultimately God is in the business of loving people.  

• Simply going 8000 miles away and spending time with another people puts things in                        
perspective.  Much of the mundane things we tend to squabble over are small potatoes in the 
grand scheme of things.  I am not a fan of simple solutions to complex issues.  For anyone 
who cannot see the different perspectives presented in this holy land, I say talk to some others 
and hear them out.  It’s not so simple.  Most of all I’ve learned to approach the complexity 
with a humble spirit.  Each person does indeed have story to tell and is sacred in God’s sight. 

• We all need pilgrimage.  So much of Jesus’ ministry was about leading his disciples to various places and teaching 
them a new way of life. It’s too easy to get stuck in a rut and live in the same bubble.  But Jesus takes us to various 
places and people and it renews our spirits. 

 
Stay tuned for some opportunities for me to share the pilgrimage with you.  And I encourage you all 
to go on a spiritual pilgrimage and renew your walk with Jesus. 
 
          Peace,  
          Pastor Jake 

 
A Message from the Pastor 
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Abundant Blessings 

 
 

01 Lupe Salas 
03 Sarah Fain 
04 Tina Scott 
05 Xenia Khalil 
07 Forrest Willis 
08 Lyndsey Wilkie 
10 Genevieve Butrico 
13 Cheryl Braaten 
13 Vivienne Khalil 
14 Thomas Braaten 
14 Ken Witten 
14 Eric Ralph 
16 Judy Johnson 
17 Karl Stellges 
19 Barbara Hodde 
21 Lupe Travis 
23 Nora Miller 
24 Tina Butrico 
27 Betty Rust 
28 Michael Wenzel 
28 Haley Morelock 
29 Linda McClintock 
31 Earl Blaschke Fritz Friesenhahn 

Sharon Podojil 
Earl Blaschke  
Art Woytek 

John Claycomb 
Margo Woollven 

Arlene Wold 
Martin Franz 
Helen Probst 
Trice Kastein 

Lindsay Friedrich 
Ron Podojil 
Cody Smith 

Bill and Sharon Purcell 
August 8, 1992 

Bill and Dayna Miller 
August 9, 1986 

Bryce and Kim Huntsman 
August 12, 1989 

Michael and Gayle Morris 
August 14, 1976 

Thomas and Ceretta Daum 
August 29, 1970 

 
August Anniversaries 

 
Prayers 

Just a reminder that Prayer                         
requests can be called in to the 
church office or sent directly to 
beckyvoges@yahoo.com.       
 

Requests are sent 
within hours of                   
being received and 
are prayed for                  
every Monday                  
morning (9:00 a.m.) 
during our Sweet 

Hour of Prayer time. 

Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to 
Kathy Mosher and 
her family at the 
death of her mother, 
Barbara Pizel.  

 
In Sympathy 

Dear Peace Lutheran Church, 
Thank you for the money for camp this 
year and thank you for letting us go to 
camp.  Landon and I had a blast.  It was 
fun.  I learned new stuff about God and 
praying.  Again, thank you for letting us 
to go camp this year 
Juliana Garcia 
 
Dear Peace Lutheran Church, 
Thank you for paying for our camp.   
I did a lot of fun activities, including          
archery, pottery, tie-dye and a lot more.  
I made a lot of friends, including George, 
Ryan, David and Xander.  I learned 
about the Lord through Bible study,     
worship and grace.  I hope to repay you 
by serving the Lord. 
Landon Garcia  
 
Special thanks to the families that hosted 
the Counselors from Luther Hill for our 
week of  Day Camp.  The Counselors 
spent the night at the church, but these 
folks had them over for dinner or took 
them out to eat.  I know the Counselors 
were grateful to have a place to go and 
felt loved and cared for by these 
folks.  Thanks so much to Martin &                
Carol Franz, Dave & Cindy Thomas, 
Dan & Anita Hill, Jim & Judi Miller, and 
Mike & Kellie Stallings.  Your                     
hospitality was very much appreciated.   
VBS  PLANNING TEAM 
 
Thank you so much … 
… for the kind notes and prayers                      
following the death of my sister Myrna.  
The love and support from members of 
Peace are such a blessing.  Thank you. 
Carol Thatcher 

 
Thank You 

Peace Prayer 
Ministry 

 
Congratulations to Nate and Brandi 
Raschke on the birth of their                  
daughter, Estelle Leanne, who was 
born on July 11th.  

 
Congratulations! 

 
August Birthdays 

mailto:beckyvoges@yahoo.com


 4 

 
Thursday, August 18, 11:00 a.m. 

1225 Loma Verde 
Home of Wil and Becky Voges 

 
Let’s have a Brunch and 

play some Bunco! 
 

RSVP by Tuesday, August 15 at 830-587-4003 

 
August Peace Day Trippers 

Snapology is an interactive camp meant to teach kids STEM (Science, Technology,                                  
Engineering, and Math) skills through play. 
 
The program offers a wide variety of FUN programs for                         
children ages 5-14.  From fun LEGO-themed programs to                  
robotics to engineering to animation.   
 
Peace is partnering with Snapology for the summer hosting its 
programming efforts as an outreach to the community.  
 
This summer our Peace facilities will have kids utilizing the                         
Fellowship Hall and Nursery areas from Monday—Friday.                  
For a full schedule you may visit our calendar page:  
www.peacenb.org/pages/calendar 
 
For a detailed list of scheduling you may visit:   
https://pages.e2ma.net/pages/1924293/34150 or click HERE 
 

Camps run weekly (M-F) June 6th through August 19th. 
 

 
 

Half-day morning (9am -12pm) $159 per week 
Half-day afternoon (1pm - 4pm) $159 per week 

Full-day (9am - 4pm) $269 per week 

 
Snapology 

https://www.peacenb.org/pages/calendar
https://pages.e2ma.net/pages/1924293/34150
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The Peace Little Pantry is open and ready for service.  We have been so blessed by many                     
generous donations to help us get started with our new ministry.  We have contacted local 
agencies and churches to let them know about the Pantry.   
 
We have “Pantry Angels” who will take a month to monitor the Pantry.  This will entail         
checking the pantry and restocking it when needed.  We have set up a room that is stocked 
with the supplies that have been donated.  As supplies get                        
depleted, I will let everyone know on our Private Peace page.  
There is an ice chest at the foot of the Pantry with bottled water. 
 
We have tried to make the area where the Pantry is located a      
welcome place.  A sign will be hung on the tree that will read 
“May all who sit beneath this tree find peace here.”  There is a 
bench under the tree and a Wooden Prayer Box has been attached                         
to the post under the Pantry for Prayer requests.  There is a                    
message inside the box that invites anyone who leaves a prayer 
request to join us for worship.  Our worship and coffee time is 
listed, and we suggest they leave a name and number if they 
would like someone to contact them.  
 
The Dedication and ribbon cutting for the Little Pantry will be held on Sunday, September 11 
on our Ministry Fair Day.  
 
I would be remiss if I did not thank Dave Keeler and Wil Voges for building the Little Pantry 
and John Kassel and Dave Thomas for placing it in the ground in this sweltering heat.   
 
It is my hope and prayer that our Pantry will be the first of many popping up in                                     
New Braunfels.  I just love the way our church has opened our doors and our hearts to our 
community the last few months.  God’s work—our hands for sure! 
 
In His love, Becky Voges 

 
Ready!  Set!  Go! 
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Peace VBS Day Camp Highlights 

Peace VBS Day  
Camp 2022 

What a  
great week! 
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Thanks to everyone for a great 
week learning about God’s 

love in Jesus together! 

 
Peace VBS Day Camp Highlights 
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Peace Lutheran August 2022 Mission Spotlight: NB First Footing Program 
Sunday, August 28th 

 
NB First Footing has been active in the New Braunfels community for over a year, focusing 
on solving homelessness by giving people a safe place to stay and connecting individuals to 
services they need.   
 
NB First Footing is a part of the NB Housing Partners - 
which are The New Braunfels Food Bank, City of New 
Braunfels, and the McKenna Foundation.  
 
See their impact on the local community here or by                      
scanning this QR code:  
http://nbhousingpartners.org/what-were-doing/  
 

 
 
Our congregation will be highlighting their work in the community by volunteering in the 
month of August, collecting their most needed items (see list below), and collecting donations. 
More information to come regarding an August volunteer opportunity will be sent in our                     
weekly E-Blast and Peace Congregational FB page. 
 

Household Items: Toilet paper, Paper towels, Laundry pods, & dryer sheets 
Cleaning Items- Fabulosos, general disinfectant cleaner, Dawn & Dawn Power wash 
Breakfast Items-  packets of instant oatmeal or grits, cereal, coffee, creamer, & sugar   

 
For those who would rather write a check, please make it out to Peace Lutheran Church and 
put Mission Spotlight in the memo.  
 
Giving online is always a great option as well.  Go to the church website, peacenb.org, and 
click on the Give Tab and follow the link.  Please remember to designate Mission Spotlight in 
the memo. 
 
Thank you!  Service Ministry Team 
 
 

 

 

 
August Mission Spotlight 

http://nbhousingpartners.org/what-were-doing/
http://nbhousingpartners.org/what-were-doing/
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People often ask, “What exactly is a Stephen Minister?”  One way to put it is 
that Stephen Ministers are the After People.  
 
Stephen Ministers are there:  
. . . after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.  
. . . after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at 
bay come crashing in on you.  
. . . after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.  
. . . after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”  
. . . after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to 
your new home.”  
. . . after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away—and the 
house suddenly seems empty.  
. . . after the gavel comes down, the handcuffs go on, and your loved one is led away.  
. . . after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.  
. . . after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.  
. . . after your family and friends have heard your story one too many times, but you still need to talk it out.  
 
Stephen Ministers are the After People.  They are ready to come alongside you—or your friends, neighbors, 
coworkers, or relatives—and provide comfort and support for as long after as needed. 
www.stephenministries.org  
 
We’ve been through a lot here at Peace over the past two years.  So many of our people, some you know, have 
felt a lot of pressure because of events listed above.  Some have also experienced loss of a loved one.  Stephen 
Ministry has been able to help in some cases, even if it has been by casual conversations.  But we have also 
experienced losses to our Stephen Ministers—some due to health, some to age, and some to departures from 
the congregation while we were closed.  And while our numbers have been reduced, there are still very                       
important needs within our congregation.  I ask you to think about what it is to be a Stephen Minister, a         
shoulder to lean on for someone experiencing grief.  If you believe you have a Stephen Minister’s heart, pray 
about it—and listen carefully for God’s guidance.  If you have questions about Stephen Ministry, contact                       
Pastor Jake or Bill Purcell at 210 846-3315.   
 
Bill Purcell 
Stephen Minister 

 
Stephen Ministry 
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We have created a Sign Up Genius for those who would like to volunteer on                       
Sunday mornings with our Music Ministry.  We are in need of 2 (two) singers to 
lead the congregation in singing during the worship service. 
 
We would also like to see people sign up to provide special music.  This would                     
entail preparing a special musical offering to share.  This offering can be                            
instrumental, bells, solo, duet, etc.  Please provide the name of the music and all 
copyright information when signing up.  
 

You can visit our website and click on the Sunday Morning Music 
Button located at the bottom of the home page or click on the                            
following link: 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f44afa729a7f58-sunday 
 
Deadline to sign up is one week before the date of your                              
performance.  

Don Hodde - President     Fellowship Team - Becky Voges 
Carol Franz - Vice President    Finance Team - James Huston 
Matthew Simmont - Secretary    Outreach Team - Open 
Megan Wenzel - Treasurer    Property Team - John Kassel 
Lisa Harrison - Member At-Large - Resigned Service Team - Brandi Raschke 
Vicki Hillmer - Member At-Large   Worship Team - Kathi Anderson 
David Thomas - Member At-Large     
Forrest Willis - Member At-Large 

 
Church Council  and Ministry Team Leaders 2022 

 
Sunday Morning Music 

The Nursery is currently open for the 10:00 am Sunday 
Service!  All volunteers have been certified to serve in 
this ministry.  However, we need more volunteers to 
help keep it up and running.  If you’re interested, please 
contact Deacon Andrew for more details.  

 
Nursery News 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f44afa729a7f58-sunday
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FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE 

INCOME EXPENSE TRANSFERS ENDING 
BALANCE 

General Fund $      61,759.02 $     32,829.43 $     37,513.76  $      57,074.69 

Building Fund $      10,688.86 $     14,968.47* $              0.00  $      25,657.33 

Endowment 
Fund 

$        6,125.27 $          211.98 $              0.00  $        6,337.25 

Endowment  
Investment Fund 

$    131,671.34 $              0.00** $              0.00**  $    131,671.34 

Deferred  
Maintenance 
Fund 

$        5,783.54 $              0.79 $              0.00  $        5,784.33 

Designated 
Funds 

$      35,625.27 $       1,020.00 $       1,678.24  $      34,967.03 
 

Total Funds $    251,653.30 $     49,030.67 $     39,192.00  $    261,491.97 

 
 

Peace Lutheran Church 
1147 S. Walnut Ave. 

New Braunfels, TX  78130 
Web address:  www.peacenb.org 

 
830-609-8359 - Valerie Wood 

830-312-8797 - Pastor Jake Fain 
 
 
 

Office Hours  
Monday - Thursday   

8:00 am - 12:00 pm  1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  
Friday 

8:00 am - 12:00 pm  1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
 
 

Worship Service  
Sunday 
10:00 am - Indoor Worship and 
Livestream @ Peace 

 
There are several giving options at Peace:  Offering                 
Envelopes; Online Giving (Website); Peace Church App; 
AmazonSmile Program; Bank Drafts.  If you would like 
more information on any of the options listed above, 
please give our Financial Administrator, Valerie Wood,                  
a call at 830-620-0618.  

 
Giving at Peace 

Finances 
June 2022 

*$14,968.47 - $14,965.00 -   
Offerings and $3.47 - Interest. 
As of 07-10-2022:  $19,825.00 
has been donated to the                        
Building Appeal of $50,000.00. 
**No bank statement at time of 
newsletter printing 
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Peace Lutheran Church 

1147 S. Walnut Ave. 

New Braunfels, TX 78130 


