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Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 
 Worship in person & remotely, Zion’s Lutheran Church 

~We Prepare for Worship~ 
Gathering of Prayers 

Welcome friends and guests to our Ash Wednesday service: On Ash 
Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of 
fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge 
that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the life-
giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey 
through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God 
through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we 
rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we 
more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. Please fill 
out the guest card and put it in the offering plate so we may have a record of 
your presence today. Come back and worship with us each Sunday at 10 
a.m. 
Worship Service: In God's Boundless Diversity, we are all Made in God's 
Image! We gather in this time and space, breathing in the Spirit's invitation to 
connect and learn, and answer Jesus' call to justice and action. Zion’s offers 
in-person and online worship options. Let us all continue to provide care-filled 
attention to the well-being of all, especially the vulnerable, and continue to 
properly wear face masks during worship and fellowship time.  
Other Information: Large print copies of the bulletin and sermon are 
available from our ushers. Restrooms are available in the fellowship hall 
building adjoining the church/sanctuary. Our ushers can direct you.  
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~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome  
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten season, 
a time when we aspire to make some room for deeper 
introspection and practices that will draw us into the love 
and assurance of faith.  
But, sometimes faith can feel not as assured as we hoped 
for. We can feel “less than,” perceiving that others seem to 
be able to be “more faithful” in their practices and beliefs.  
This Lent, rather than change for “the best,” we will seek to 
gain momentum one day at a time, “to reach for a faith that 
is never perfect, but that is good enough.” 

Threshold Song: Good Enough 
Often we feel we can never really measure up, we're not 

enough. 
Tempted by promises of success, celebrity, prosperity. 

Sometimes we get what we get, life disappoints us and yet, 
God is still here and somehow, this faith is good enough. 

Calling on God 
Every year Psalm 51 is the designated Psalm for this night.  
I am so grateful that these words lead us into these 40 
days. Tonight, let us say the words the prayer followed by 
the litany as printed in your bulletin. 

Prayer 
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Holy One, Merciful God, make yourself known to us. Be 
present with us in this often-troubled journey of life. 
Create in us hearts that are open to transformation. 
Give us the patience of practice in this Lent season -- 
ordering our days with time enough for you. Amen. 

Litany 
Psalm 51 (read responsively) 
Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
Have mercy on me O God in your great kindness: in the 
fullness of your mercy blot out my offenses. Wash away all 
my guilt:  and cleanse me from my sin.  
Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
For I acknowledge my faults:  and my sin is always before 
me.  Against you only have I sinned and done evil in your 
sight. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
Create in me a clean heart O God: and renew a right spirit 
within me.  Do not cast me away from your presence:  do 
not take your holy spirit from me.  
Create in me a clean heart, O God. 
Give me the joy of your help again:  and strengthen me with 
a willing spirit.  O Lord open my lips: and my mouth shall 
proclaim your praise.  
Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

Opening Hymn: #793 Be Thou My Vision (next page) 
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Confession & Forgiveness 
Jesus used the word “hypocrite” to describe those who put 
on airs in public to make people believe that they were 
holy, that their religious practice was… well…perfect. But 
their hearts were actually not in the practice, rather in the 
rewards that public approval could bring them–which is 
here today, often gone tomorrow. Sometimes it is life itself 
that robs us of the shiny, perfect life that we had planned 
for ourselves. A diagnosis. A broken heart.  
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A lost opportunity. What places in your life and faith could 
you begin to loose from the chains of perfectionism? Let us 
take a moment of silent reflection… 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Hear this compassionate word from the prophet Isaiah: “Is 
not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of 
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?…Then your 
light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall 
spring up quickly.”  
Know that already, God is offering us  freedom from the 
bonds of perfectionism, inviting us to break the yoke of 
what “should be” so that we might discover what 
“might be” when we honor the small steps that are 
actually possible, in this moment, for this one day. 
And know, that despite our sometimes-faltering steps, in 
the name of Jesus Christ, you are being forgiven, even 
now. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Glory to 
God! Amen. 

Peace 
The Peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

~We Proclaim~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-12 
A reading from Isaiah 
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1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a 
trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to the 
house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek me 
and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that 
practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance 
of their God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they 
delight to draw near to God. 
3"Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble 
ourselves, but you do not notice?" Look, you serve your 
own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your 
workers. 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to 
strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will 
not make your voice heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? Is 
it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in 
sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day 
acceptable to the LORD? 
6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of 
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, 
to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your 
healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go 
before you,  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall 
cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the 
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yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the 
speaking of evil, 10if you offer your food to the hungry and 
satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in 
the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 
11The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your 
needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and 
you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, 
whose waters never fail.  
12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the 
foundations of many generations; you shall be called the 
repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your 
piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then 
you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet 
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in 
the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I 
tell you, they have received their reward.  
3But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be 
done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
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5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for 
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the 
street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I 
tell you, they have received their reward.  
6But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the 
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show 
others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your 
head and wash your face, 18so that your fasting may be 
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and 
steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves 
do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” 
The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Homily – Pastor Andrea Doeden 

Hymn of the Day: #328 Restore in Us, O God (next page) 
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Ritual of Ashes and Turning Ladders into Gardens 
Our ritual of receiving ashes will be accompanied this year 
by placing the small treasures of sprouts and shoots of 
plants on a transformed and repurposed ladder-garden.  
This image will remind us, each week, to spend time 
tending the things that are beautiful and growing already in 
our midst rather than constantly climbing and reaching for 
more -- for those things we think we are “supposed” to 
achieve or have in our lives.  
We are reminded in the Ritual of Ashes that we are part of 
the dust and debris of this earth. Just as things of creation 
grow but also die in the cycle of life, so too our lives have 
times of growth and times of decay and death.  
Placing the sign of the cross on our foreheads with ashes is 
a reminder of this difficult reality but also a reminder of the 
presence of God, the grace of Christ, and the power of the 
Spirit in all of it.  
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When we are baptized, we join early Christians in anointing 
with the sign of the cross on their foreheads at their 
baptism. This “sign and seal,” as it is called, is a way to 
remember that we are marked and held as God’s own, 
through all of the transformations and transitions we face.  
So let us begin by blessing these ashes ☩... 
Bless by your Holy Spirit, O God, these ashes, this dust of 
the earth. May all who receive them this night, and all who 
look upon them, also be blessed. Amen. 

The Sign of Ashes  
Those who desire, come forward at this time while the choir 
sings “Sign Us With Ashes” 

Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker 
of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of 
God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father.   
Through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of 
the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried.  
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 
will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son.  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
glorified. He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the 
life of the world to come.  
Amen 

Invitation to Prayer 
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the 
time of remembering Jesus’ Passover from death to life, 
and our life in Christ is renewed. Drawn close to the heart 
of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Renew your church, O God. When we have drifted from our 
call to proclaim repentance and to guide your people 
toward justice, lead us back to you. Encourage believers 
who hold the church’s doors open to those who have felt 
excluded. 
Lord in Your Mercy, Receive our Prayer. 
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Renew your creation, O God. Transform parched places 
into watered gardens and preserve every creature that 
awaits the arrival of spring. Turn each of us from practices 
of environmental exploitation to become responsible 
stewards of all you have made.  
Lord in Your Mercy, Receive our Prayer. 
Renew our civic life, O God. Teach those in authority to 
advocate for the liberation of all who are oppressed and 
grant them courage to make difficult decisions.  
Lord in Your Mercy, Receive our Prayer. 
Renew our lives, O God. Spare your people from diseases 
of the body, mind, or spirit and send healing to those 
overcome by illness or grief, especially...Restore to us the 
joy of your salvation.  
Lord in Your Mercy, Receive our Prayer. 
Renew this congregation, O God. During these forty days 
of Lent, confirm our sense of mission and expand our 
imagination for ministry. Deepen our faith, increase our 
love, and draw us into your unfolding work of healing and 
restoration.  
Lord in Your Mercy, Receive our Prayer. 
As we mark ashes on our foreheads, we give you praise, O 
God, for all the saints who died and yet are alive with you. 
Receive us with them into your eternal embrace.  
Lord in Your Mercy, Receive our Prayer. 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in 
need, for the sake of Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
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~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering  
This year our Lenten offering is our support of our Afghan and 

Ukrainian sisters and brothers who have been displaced by war 
and violence.  All special offerings will be split between the 

Afghan family we support in Colorado Springs and the Ukrainian 
relief effort through Lutheran World Relief.   

An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You also can 
give using check or cash (mail to 510 Pine Street), or online at: 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 

Offertory: #187, Create In Me  
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Offering Prayer  
Let us pray. Gracious God, through our offerings of 
worship, of time, of money, we seek to make space for you 
in our lives. During this season of Lent, may we revel in the 
love that you have for us, realizing that you meet us right 
where we are, transforming us. May these gifts we have 
given be used for your good work of peace, justice, and 
service in our community and the world. Amen.  

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you!  
And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to our God.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, anytime and 
everywhere to give thanks to you. You created this world 
full of so much beauty and sorrow and called it Good.  
Although we feel lost at times, you are ever present. We 
doubt, resist, turn away, and rage, insistent on our own 
power to pull us through, and yet sure that we are to 
blame, making life seem like a confusing paradox. But you 
are patient.  
You are here to meet us -- reside with us in strange and 
alienating times, always faithful, always present in this 
Body...in this Body. And so, together we proclaim the 
praise-filled truth of your glory along with all the saints: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy  

 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He 
proclaimed freedom for the bound, justice for the 
oppressed, grace for the lost, love for the prodigal.  
Through the life and ministry of Jesus, we can imagine and 
live into a community where all who struggle are taken into 
loving arms and those who struggle to love are invited into 
greater compassion.  

Thanksgiving at the Table  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.  
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 
gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, shed for you and for all the people for the 
forgiveness of sin.  
And so, we remember we offer ourselves. We proclaim 
God’s time... Christ has died, yet Christ is ris’n; Christ 
will come once again!  
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these 
gifts of bread and fruit of the vine. Make them be for us 
sustenance for our days, love for simple and ordinary lives, 
fuel for justice in this world.  
By your Spirit open us to each other. Open us to the world, 
making us one in you, through Christ, in the power of your 
amazing grace!  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus 
taught us. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 
Everyone is welcomed at God's table. 
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All who thirst, all who hunger, come and be filled with the 
goodness of God. Everyone is invited to receive the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. Come forward when the 
usher directs you.  Receive the gluten free bread and 
choose either wine or in the center ring is grape juice.  All 
adults and children also may come forward for a blessing 
only.  

Distribution of The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
“The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.” Amen. 

Communion Hymns: #592 Just As I Am  
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Communion Blessing & Song of Thanksgiving  

 
Communion Prayer  
Let us pray. Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, 
you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. Now 
send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in 
need. Amen. 

~Sending~  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements  

Blessing & Benediction  
And now, may the God who loves all of creation, especially 
the imperfect bits, and Jesus, our companion along this 
crooked path called life, and the Holy Spirit, who loves to 
improvise in surprising ways, go with you, dwell among 
you, ☩ and give you joy. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn: #321, Eternal Lord of Love verse 1  

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way and from that 
place comes transformation!    
Thanks be to God!  
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~Announcement & Prayers~  
Announcements for Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
Worship Leaders: Pastor Andrea Doeden, Lisa Rygiel, and Ruthie Culpepper 
Zoom Leaders: Sharon Sorenson & Ernie Parker 
Music: Connie Pallone, Mark Nelson, David Lamb, Becky McNeil and Sharon 
Sorenson 

• We continue our Women's Bible Study on "The Sermon on the Mount" using 
Amy-Jill Levine's book. We shall be discussing chapter 3 of the book —(Matthew 
5:13-16; 6:1-8, 16-18). Join us at 9:30 a.m. in person downstairs of the Fellowship 
Hall or via Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83136424723?pwd=TkxsQVllMmo2bVlSekN0dGZqbz
F1Zz09 -- or dial in 1-312-626-6799, Meeting ID: 831 3642 4723 Passcode: 
865505. 

• Welcoming Committee gathers in person or via Zoom at 11:30 a.m. on Friday  in 
the lower level of the fellowship hall. or via Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87694230239?pwd=N3RMUEUzNE9jTDVHUTFtamZG
bjUzZz09. 

• Sunday, March 6  is The First Sunday in Lent, join us for worship at 10 a.m., both 
in person and online, out of respect for the most vulnerable among us, we will 
continue to wear masks during worship and fellowship, which follows worship 
services. Sunday Bible study Session #3 continues to focus on the Kingdom of 
God. Pastor Andrea will lead the study. Come in person or join via Zoom at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/907628370?pwd=eFVCTEVhb0xqMXcxY2xaUG5JMU
ZEdz09  Or Dial 1 312 626 6799, Meeting ID: 907 628 370  Passcode: 332397.  

• LENTEN resources are available for the 40 days (not including Sundays) from Ash 
Wednesday to Maundy Thursday/Good Friday/Easter.  
§ Portals of Prayer are available at church 
§ Good Enough by Kate Bowler and Jessica Riche, which Pastor Andrea will use 

during Lent and reference at worship services.  
§ Luther seminary has produced a special devotional based on the hymn “My 

Song is Love Unknown." Download it at 
https://info.luthersem.edu/hubfs/Luther%20Lenten%20Devotional.pdf, or let me 
know if you need a copy printed and we can get that to you. 

§ 2022 Lent Resource from Creation Justice Ministries at 
https://www.creationjustice.org/uploads/2/5/4/6/25465131/lent_2022.pdf  

From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. "Permission to podcast stream the music 
in this service obtained from One License with license #A-732264.  
All liturgy and leader parts Marcia McFee © www.worshipdesignstudio.com/goodenough. Used and adapted with permission. 
“Good Enough” theme song by Marsha Charles, Marcia McFee, Chuck Bell. Used with permission of Worship Design Studio. 
“#Blessing” from Good Enough: 40’ish Devotionals for a Life of Imperfection by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie. Used with 
permission. Purchase the book at www.katebowler.com/goodenough. 
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