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Summer Stories: The Parables of Jesus Series - Episode IV
“Humbled vs Humble”

“The disciples came to Him and asked, “Why do you speak to the people 
in parables?”  He replied, “Because the knowledge of the secrets of the 
Kingdom of Heaven has been given to you, but not to them.”
Matthew 13:10-11 (NIV)

Jesus seemed to enjoy turning the tables on social conventions.

Today’s message parable cast list:
1. A Pharisee and 2. A Tax Collector

“Then He told this story to some who boasted of their virtue and 
scorned everyone else: “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One  
was a proud, self-righteous Pharisee, and the other a cheating tax 
collector. The proud Pharisee ‘prayed’ this prayer: ‘Thank God, I am 
not a sinner like everyone else, especially like that tax collector over 
there! For I never cheat, I don’t commit adultery, I go without food twice a 
week, and I give to God a tenth of everything I earn.’ “But the corrupt tax 
collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to heaven  
as he prayed, but beat upon his chest in sorrow, exclaiming, ‘God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner.’ I tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee,  
returned home forgiven! For the proud shall be humbled, but the  
humble shall be honored.” Luke 18:9-14 (NLT)

Jesus told many parables to different kinds of people: 1.
The Disciples 2. The Crowd 3. The Pharisees

“It’s the proud who will be humbled, but it’s the humble
who will be honored.” - Jesus

We only see the outside of a man. God sees the heart.

“But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, 
for I have rejected him. The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. 
People judge by outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
1 Samuel 16:7 (NLT)

We’re justified because God gives us Christ’s righteousness.

When we approach God, are we like the Pharisee or the Tax Collector? 
It’s not about good vs bad but rather, humble vs humbled.

“For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” 
Romans 3:23 (NLT)

God’s love is not a limited resource reserved only for those who deserve it. 
He has more than enough for all who ask.

All scripture is from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.


