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I 
f you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes 
all to his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host 
and our food, bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field 
and vineyard. 

Lectionary 17  July 24, 2022 

Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when 
Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in 
Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so 
strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength 
within me.” 

* Please stand 
 
 

   Lord of Light.  ELW 688 
  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All: And also with you. 
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Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, 
All: you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, 

and you gladly give more than we either desire or 
deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. Forgive 
us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give 
us those good things that come only through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

All: Amen. 
The congregation may be seated 
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The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of 
philosophies and traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church 
is mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection which is enacted in 
baptism. 

Assisting Minister: 
 
6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, 
7rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. 
 
 8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and not 
according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you have 
come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 11In him also you 
were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in 
the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also 
raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 13And 
when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you 
alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that 
stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over 
them in it. [ 
 16Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of 
observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. 17These are only a shadow of what is to 
come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 18Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting 
on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause 
by a human way of thinking, 19and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole 
body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth that 
is from God.]  

 

Assisting Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming 
reign, God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his 
disciples to childlike trust and persistence in prayer. 

 
1[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said 
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2He said to them, “When 
you pray, say:  
 Father, hallowed be your name. 
  Your kingdom come. 
  3Give us each day our daily bread. 
  4And forgive us our sins, 
   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
  And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 
 5And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight 
and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine has arrived, 
and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; 
the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up 
and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything 
because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him 
whatever he needs. 
 9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and 
the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there anyone 
among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if 
the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy 
Spirit to those who ask him!” 

 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 Your Will Be Done.   ELW 741  

 

Assisting Minister: United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the 
church, the creation, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Assisting Minister: God of faithfulness, set the face of your church firmly on 
you. Rooted in your self-giving love, may the church find 
freedom in loving our neighbors.  

After each petition 

Assisting Minister: God of grace, 
All: hear our prayer. 

Pastor: God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with 
your Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and 
those in our hearts into your holy keeping. 

All: Amen. 

 

Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, using these or similar 
words: 

All: Peace be with you. 
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We worship God with our tithes and offerings.  Offerings may be given in the plate as 
you enter or leave  worship, through automatic bank transfers, or by using the online 
giving option found on our website. qww.sttim.org 

 

 Love Bade Me Welcome  R. Vaughn Williams  

Assisting Minister: Let us pray. 
 Merciful God, 
All: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 

given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake 
of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Pastor: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and 
in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everliving God. You have revealed 
your glory as the glory also of your Son and of the Holy 
Spirit: three persons, equal in majesty, undivided in 
splendor, yet one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your 
everlasting glory. And so, with the Church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

 

Assisting Minister to uncover communion 
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Pastor: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
The congregation may be seated 

 The Lord’s Prayer  Malotte  

Pastor: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed 
for you. 

All: Amen 

 What a Friend We Have in Jesus.  ELW 742   
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Assisting Minister: Let us pray. 
Assisting Minister: Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant that we who have 
received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in 
him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his 
endless life, now and forever. 

All: Amen 
Silence for reflection. 

Pastor: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever. 

All: Amen 
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 Go to the World.   ACS 991   

Assisting Miniister: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
With One Voice setting five. 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

 Pastor: Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

 Usher:   Lucille Snyder-Pires 

 Altar Care:   The Stone Family 

 Assistant Minister:  Carrie Hoerauf  

 Cantor:  Jon Gerdes 

 Sound:   Jim Helgason 

 Video:  Jody Emerson 

 Refreshments: Dee Holland  

 

 Usher:   Lucille Snyder-Pires 

 Altar Care:   Volunteer Opportunity 

 Assistant Minister:  Carrie Hoerauf  

 Cantor(s):  Jon Gerdes 

 Sound:  Jim Helgason  

 Video:  Jody Emerson  

 Counters: Volunteer Opportunity 

 Refreshments:   Judy Olson and Helen Edwards 

Refreshments served in the lounge after the 
service 
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July 24, 2022 

LECTIONARY 17 

God’s Goodness Doesn’t Sting 

Sometimes when people are in need, they pray. And then they wait. They wonder. They 
wait some more, and pray some more. Is God listening? Will God answer my prayer? 
Some people may worry that they have done something to deafen God’s ears to their 
needs. Maybe they fear they are unworthy to be heard and helped, or that their lives 
don’t matter. Maybe they just give up on themselves and on God. 

Jesus is well aware of the challenges of being a person of faith and trusting in God when 
life is tough. He invites people into a deep trust in God. Why? Because God gives us 
everything we want, even if it is bad for us? No! God doesn’t give scorpions to sting us, 
even if we ask for them. Jesus invites people into a deep trust in God because of God’s 
profound goodness. Jesus urges us to ask God for the sustenance we need: bread, fish, 
eggs, mercy, justice, love. God will give us such good things because God is so good. 

The heart of Jesus’ message is rooted in God’s goodness. It is not centered on our wor-
thiness, but on God’s generous heart. God is good. God is merciful. God is compassion-
ate. God responds to our need out of that benevolence. The Good One gives good things 
for those in need. This is who God is for us. 

This doesn’t resolve our tough and appropriate questions about when and how prayers 
get answered. It does tell us that we are invited to trust that we are cared for no matter 
what. We are provided for beyond our comprehension, not because of our goodness, but 
because of God’s. We can come forward to Christ’s table—hungry for acceptance, long-
ing for the bread of mercy—and know we will receive that bread in our hands. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg For-
tress. Used by permission. 
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James, Apostle 

Monday, July 25, 2022 

James and his brother John were the sons of Zebedee, fishermen by trade before their 
call from Jesus. He was the first of the twelve apostles to be martyred, and his death is 
the only one recorded in scripture (Acts 12:1-2). 

Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schütz, died 1672; George Frederick 
Handel, died 1759; musicians 

Thursday, July 28, 2022 

These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church. 
Schütz was an early master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 
300 cantatas along with works for organ and instrumental pieces, and has been called 
the "fifth evangelist" for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music. Handel's great 
work, Messiah, is a setting of scriptural texts. 

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany 

Friday, July 29, 2022 

Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home 
that they offered him—Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to 
him. Their brother Lazarus was raised from the dead as a sign of the greater resurrec-
tion to come. 

Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030 

Friday, July 29, 2022 

Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming 
Christian and declaring himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to ad-
minister them fairly. Driven from Norway in a rebellion, he was killed in battle trying 
to regain his kingdom. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg For-
tress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served. 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Family and friends of Seumas Rogan, a colleague of Steve Solomon 

Family and friends of Melody Wall, a colleague of Steve Solomon 

Delores Heyl who is recovering from a fall and a broken hip. 

Jackie Shanteau for healing and good health. 

Dave Fleishman who has ALS. 

Bernita McClain, Desma’s aunt, whose cancer has returned. 

Marjorie Knight, pray that she becomes stronger. 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, continued recovery from a heart issue. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees, especially Ukraine. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, our Interim Synod Bishop Claire Burkat, our leaders and for 
leaders throughout the world. 

Jim McMullins   

Gloria Llenaresas  

Riley Ann Holland  

Ronnie Lyons  

Peter Kracht  

Shawn Leonard 
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Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
Interim Pastor: Rev Sandi Olson Decker 

Office Hours: Sunday afternoon, Mondays, and Thursdays 

Available by phone Monday through Thursday,9-6 and and anytime for 
emergencies: 831-262-6222 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or given online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org.  

This Week 

Sunday, 7/24 Worship 10:00 am 

Wednesday, 7/27 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 

Next Week 

Sunday, 7/31 Worship 10:00 am 

Wednesday, 8/3 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 


