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[Video - Midwest Voice Translator] 

Jesus tells a story.

About a guy who has unexpected company show up... 
In the middle of the night...


This weekend we've had some of our Wisconsin fam...

Including our most excellent grand baby Easton... visiting us. 

And I'm here to tell you...

It's not possible... to be prepared... 

For everything... all the time. 

 
Same thing with this guy in the story.  

He wasn't prepared.

He doesn't have food...

For his guests.

 
But he has this neighbor... more a friend. 

Someone he likes... knows... trusts...

 
So... in the middle of the night...

He goes next door...  
And knocks and knocks and knocks... and says... 
Hey buddy... sorry to bother you... 
But I need to borrow some bread.

 
I need something. 

And I know I can trust you. 
And I know that you'll help me.

And I know... that things are going to be ok.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

BUT the guy says no. 

DUDE... I'm in bed...

I don't want to get up.

My kids are sleeping. 

Everything is locked down tight... for the night.

So... go away. 


Then Jesus says...

You know... even though he doesn't want to get up...

And even though he doesn't really want to help the man...

He will...

 
Because the guy knocking was PERSISTENT. 

That's what the lesson says.


But today... translation makes a difference. [1 Anaideia]


The word I'm talking about is anaideia. 




In our version of the Bible... 
It's translated... [2 Persistent]

PERSISTENCE.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now y'all know... the story Jesus tells is a parable.

It's not a true story.

It's supposed to teach us...

About nature of God... and our relationship with God. 


And when we talk about being PERSISTENT... 

What we are really saying is...

Being annoying... [3 ANNOYING] 
 
And it seems like the lesson is... 
We should annoy God until we get what we want.  

It sounds like... God doesn't want to help us... 
God doesn't want to be bothered.

 
BUT if we just keep bugging God. 
If we keep knocking on the door...

If we keep asking... 


Eventually God will give up...

And do something.

Even if God... 
Doesn't want to. 


That's slightly terrible. Isn't it?

To think that God doesn't care... 

If we are suffering... or in need.

So that we have to annoy God... 
To take care of us. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

If we are going to really follow this attitude... 
Then I think all the children... in our church... 

Should go home today... 
And completely irritate their parents...

Or their grandparents...

 
Until finally... out of desperate irritation...

The parent or grandparent gives in.

And the child gets what they want. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

See the other problem is... 

It puts the burden on us...

Like we have to keep working... 

In order for God to be good.

 
It's up to us to be so irritating... 
That God eventually and reluctantly says...

Oh... ok... since you won't leave me alone... 
Since you're not going away...




I guess... I better give you want you want. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Now... the flip side of that is...

If you don't get what you want... 

Then you're not trying hard enough. 


Because... if you would just pray in the right way... 
If you just never never never give up.

If you badger God enough...

Eventually God will relent...


THEREFORE... if you don't get what you want... 
Well... you're not persistent .

You're not good at praying.

You're not good at faith. 


So.  Sorry.  You are a loser. 

Try harder. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

That stinks like a steaming pile of bad theology.  


If we take this kind of approach...

We are making it sound like...  
God is NOT good... God is NOT generous...

AND God does NOT really care about us. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Need to tell you a quick story... 
About my buddy Russ.

You know... he's a pastor...

In the Great State of Iowa. 


Anyway... he did his internship in Tanzania. 

He was really excited...

To learn about the culture...

And the language.

 
So before he went... he practiced words. 

When he arrived in Tanzania...

He had a bunch of meetings with local folks. 

And after each meeting...


He would leave the meeting... 

And say... KUHARA... 

Which in his mind... meant goodbye. 

 
But Russ was learning the language.

He wasn't close to fluent.  
He had to go to language class.

Which was taught by an older Tanzanian woman. 


When the class was over...

He walked out the door...

And said... KUHARA... 




The teacher almost fell on the floor laughing. 

She said... KWA HERI... means goodbye. 

KUHARA... the word you're saying means...

Diarrhea.  


So every time he left a room... 

He waved at the people and said... Diarrhea. 

True story.


There was a better translation. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

See... the good news for today... 
Is that word anaideia... 

Has a much better translation...


Most often in the Bible... 

The word does NOT mean persistence. [4 Shamelessness]

It means... SHAMELESSNESS. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Shameless... not in the sense... 
That we are brazen or crass...

Or demanding.


But in the sense... 
That we come to God... 
Just like we are.

 
We don't have to pretend...

To be strong...

Or have it all together... 
Or even to be persistent... 
 
Because when we are hurting... 
Being persistent is just about...

The last thing... 
We have strength to do.


So... we come to God... in our weakness.

We come to God bearing our shame. 

We come to God with absolutely no pretense. 


AND we are invited to come before our God... 
BOLDLY.  In spite of our weakness. [5 Boldness]

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hebrews 4:16

Let us approach the throne of grace with BOLDNESS, 

So that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

So. If Jesus is inviting us... 
To shamelessly... 

Come before God...

That is an incredibly open invitation. 




It means... NOTHING CAN STOP US... 

Even when we are broken.  
Even when we are weak. 

Even when we have sinned. 

Even if we are embarrassed.


Even if we have to come to God...

Completely humiliated... empty... and hurt...


We can come to God...

And say... hey God...


I don't know... what to do. 

I have messed up. 

I don't have the answers.

I don't have anywhere else to turn.


Please God... can you help me? 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

But.  Before we ask God to help... 
We have to address the issue...

Of whether or not...

God is good. 


Because that makes a difference.

If God is NOT good... 
And does NOT have...

Our best interests in mind.


Then why in the world... 

Would we bother... 
Praying to God at all?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

So listen.  This section of the gospel of Luke...

Was written for the benefit of... 

A GENTILE audience. [6 Light of Nations]

Not the Jewish believers. 

 
It wasn't written for the faithful followers...

It wasn't written for the Jewish crowds...

Who already know...

All about God.

 
Who already know... 
How to pray.


Basically... 
This was written for people...

From the surrounding nations... 


Who did not know God.  
Who did not have a relationship... with God.




-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
This is like PRAYER 101. 

So Jesus was keeping it simple.  [7 Teach Us]


They asked... Lord teach us to pray.

Teach us how to talk to God.

Because you can't have a relationship... 
If you don't talk to each other.  Right? 


Jesus said...

When you pray...

Say... Father. 


When Janet and I were first dating...

Sometimes she would say a prayer.

And you know... I've told you this before... 
I had daddy issues. 

Neither of my dads...

Were good or present or dependable. 

 
So it freaked me out... 
When Janet would pray... 
She always started by saying... FATHER. 


I was mad at all daddies... 
Including daddy God. 

But she felt loved.

She felt safe. 

So she said... Father. 


So. To teach these people who did not know God...

About the basic nature of our relationship with God... 
Jesus compared God... to a father. 


Jesus taught... that God loves us... the same way...

A GOOD father or a GOOD mother...

Loves their children. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

But.  Hold on.  [8 Good People] 
If you are going to compare God to humans...

Then we need to clarify... 
Are people basically good... or bad. 


Do you believe that people...

Are basically good... or bad? 


OK... let me ask you... if you were sitting in a restaurant... 
And you noticed that a child... 
Was falling off their chair... 
At the table right next to you... 
Would you do something?

Would you dive... onto the floor...

To catch that child?




Would you get the parents attention... 
Even if they tell you... 
To mind your own business.


Of course... you're going to do the right thing.

No matter what.  


I believe... that most people... 
The vast majority of people... 
Have a sense of good and bad... 
Right and wrong... 


I believe... that most people... 
When given the opportunity... 
To do the right thing... 
Will do the right thing.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

And I think Jesus thought that too.

 
He said... 
Which one of you...

If your child asks for a fish...

Would give them a snake instead.


Which one of you... 

If your child asks for an egg... 
Gives them a scorpion instead? 


You're not going to do that.

And if you do things like that... 

You need to get some help.


You need to get some counseling...

Because hurting other people is not right.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Jesus goes on to say... 

If y'all who are just humans... 

Know how to give good gifts...

To your children.  [9 Good Father] 
 
HOW MUCH MORE... 

Will the heavenly Father give... 

The Holy Spirit to those who ask.


So.  You may not get the answer you want.

But you will receive God's presence.

God's strength.

God's HOLY SPIRIT...

Which is the power WHO brings... 
Hope... love... and life... 
Into this world. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

There is so much in this one little bible lesson. 




Let me try to summarize. 

Basically... this whole thing...

Is an invitation for you and me...

To believe that God is good.

A good good Father.

Who absolutely loves... 

His children. 


AND this is an invitation for you and me...

To come to our heavenly Father...

Shamelessly. 

Not in fear.

Not in guilt.  
But just honestly. 


When you come before God...

Don't be afraid to ask for... 
What you really need. 


Don't hesitate to speak...

The pain of your heart.

The shame of your life.


Don't be afraid... 
To ask God for help. 


Ask boldly. 

Ask shamelessly. 

Ask in the complete confidence. 

That God loves you.


And when God gives you... 

What you need... 

Like the kids said in the children's sermon...


Remember to say... 

Thank you. 


Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 


