
Stewardship
Genesis 2:4-25

[based on the sermon preached on 24.7.22 – available on the church app or at

https://lwac.org.au/sermons]

KEY IDEAS
1. Note: some of the points and questions in this study are repetitions of or similar to

questions from last week.  If you already discussed these, feel free to skip them and move
to other new questions.

2. God is the one who breathes the breath of life into Adam, and who does the same for us.
We owe our existence to God; he is our creator, our maker and our master.

3. All we have comes from God’s goodness and blessing, all we do is to care for that which
God has entrusted to us of his good creation.  We ultimately don’t own or possess
anything; it all belongs to God.

4. The Garden of Eden is literally where the presence of God dwelt, just like the later
tabernacle and temple.

5. Adam was given the command by God to be obedient and not eat the forbidden fruit.
Death was the promised result of disobedience.

6. As both anesthetist and surgeon, God removes a rib from Adam’s side and makes a helper
for him, to compliment him.  Not a duplicate or clone, but a woman who completes him.

7. Only man and woman together, in marital union and relationship, can be united as one
flesh.

CONNECT

● Describe a time when you felt particularly connected to the earth, to the rest of creation and
the dust of the ground.  Or, describe a time when you felt particularly spiritual and not like the
dust of the earth at all. Note: both of these options are about good experiences.  Feeling
connected to the earth is not about sin, but about recognising our similarities with the rest of
God’s creation and being okay and at peace with that.

STUDY

Read Genesis 2:5-14
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● What is the significance in 2:7 of God forming man from the dust of the ground and breathing
into him the breath of life?  Though other animals breathe oxygen too, this account does not
say animals have the breath of life the way humans do.  What do you make of this?  What is
so special about this breath of life, the human soul?

● What are some features of the human soul, the special capacities which humans have but
animals don’t?

● What is the significance of the fact that Adam was made of the dust of the earth on the one
hand (like all other living things), but had God’s breath of life in him on the other?

● Why did the writer of Genesis (presumably Moses) devote several verses in 10-14 identifying
the rivers which flowed out of the Garden of Eden?  Is it about geographic location?  Is it
about the life-sustaining properties of water?  What do you think?

Read Genesis 2:15-17

● What is the significance of God putting Adam in the garden to work it in v. 15?  What does
this say about the value and dignity and importance for us of human work?  Are we less than
fully human in some significant way if we don’t have some meaningful work to do?

● Notice two unique trees were also planted in the garden, in v. 9:  the tree of life and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil.  But in v. 17 God only prohibits Adam from eating from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, not the tree of life.  Why do you think God did this?

● What did God mean when he declared that the day Adam ate of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil he would die?  Physical death?  Literally that very day?  What else might
“death” mean here?

● Why did God put the tree of the knowledge of good and evil there in the garden in the first
place?  Why not just leave it out?

Read Genesi 2:18-20

● Why was God on the look-out for a helper for Adam?  What does this reveal about Adam’s
nature and need, and about us by extension?  Why were none of the animals suitable as
helper or help-mate?

● God gives an incredible responsibility to Adam:  naming all the creatures of the earth.  The
text tells us that whatever name Adam selected, that is what it was.  God allowed it; God did
not overrule Adam or contradict him in this work, or do it for him.  What does this say about
God’s desire for us to be stewards or care-takers over creation?  God trusted Adam, does he
still trust us?  Why or why not?
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Read Genesis 2:21-25

● What is the relational significance of the fact that God took a rib from Adam’s side to make
Eve, and not from his head or from his feet?  (Hint: think of the words you may have heard
about this at a recent wedding.)

● This being united and being of one flesh which God describes obviously includes the sexual
nature of the marital union and relationship, but does it mean more than this?  In what other
ways might a man and a woman be united as one flesh?

● Do these ways have implications for the widespread cultural belief today that a man should
be free to marry a man and a woman marry a woman?  How might these same-gender
marriages and relationships be unable to meet God’s prescription and desire for being united
and of one flesh?

APPLY

● How has Genesis chapter 2 challenged you with the concept of stewardship?  How
has Adam’s call by God to be caretaker of the created order, of the animals and even
of his wife, Eve, challenged you to be a more faithful steward of all that God has given
you and all that is around you?

● Which other aspect of this study has struck you the most and why? What are you
going to do as a result ?

● Identify one or more truths from this study which speak to and can be applied in your
life.

1.

2.

3.

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH AND FOR ONE ANOTHER
● According to need.
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