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Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

The Book of Revelation  

Lesson 18 

Chapter 11 

 

• Tonight we examine what many scholars believe is the most difficult passage in all of the 

book of Revelation 

• As we continue our study of the book of Revelation, we find that we are in the midst of a 

great “parenthesis,” or a pause, in the sounding of the 7 trumpets of judgement 

• If you’ll recall, the events of chapter 10 began this “parenthesis” and centered around the 

“mighty angel” (v.1) and the “little book” (v.2) 

• The “parenthesis” continues into chapter 11 as v. 1-14 focus on the “two witnesses” 

• Chapter 10 focused on events in heaven, chapter 11 now takes our attention back to earth 

• As we begin our study, let’s agree on this one foundational point . . . the events, activities, 

and numbers of this passage should be taken literally 

• Many scholars try to assign symbolic meaning to this chapter, but no one can seem to agree 

on what each of the symbols may actually represent 

• TRANS:  For simplicities sake, let’s just examine one verse at a time and move through the 

passage 

 

1) v. 1, “what” is John given?   “a reed” 

a) This reed was one very common in Palestine in that day, and was often used in making 

measurements for it could easily grow to 10 feet in length 

2) v. 1-2, “what” is John told to do with this, “reed?”  

a) “Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there.  But leave 

out the court which is outside the temple, and do not measure it, for it has been given to 

the Gentiles. And they will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months.” 

b) Walvoord says this is a literal event, but with a deep symbolic meaning, for measuring in 

the Bible often symbolizes “judgement” 

c) God tells John to measure not only the temple, but also (v.1), “those who worship there.” 

d) “It is saying in effect that God is the judge of man’ worship and man’s character and that 

all must give an account to Him.  It also implies inasmuch as the reed is ten feet long that 

man comes far short of the divine standard. . . God is therefore not only claiming 

ownership by this measurement of the Temple and the altar, but demonstrating the 

shortcomings of the worshippers who do not measure up to His standard.” 

3) v. 2, “and they (Gentiles) will tread the holy city underfoot for forty-two months” 

a) During this time, the Gentiles will dominate/dictate “what” goes on in the temple for a 

period of 42 months, or 3 ½ years 

b) This 3 ½ year period corresponds to the last 3 ½ year period mentioned by Daniel 

concerning the Great Tribulation 

4) v. 3, Now we read of “two witnesses”  

a) We will spend the remainder of our time focusing on these individuals for the remainder 

of our time 

b) “Who” are these “two witnesses?” 

c) Some believe these are “Elijah” and “Moses” because they do things that only Elijah and 

Moses did in the Bible (more on this in a few moments) 
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d) Others believe that they are “Elijah” and “Enoch” 

e) Some think one might be John the Baptist 

f) Still others believe that these “witnesses” are symbols of all those who come to know 

Christ during the Great Tribulation (these 2 represent many “witnesses”) 

g) Another group believes that these are Israel and the church, or Israel and the Word of 

God 

h) But I believe that these are Elijah and Moses 

5) v. 3 tells us that these 2 witnesses, “will prophesy twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed 

in sackcloth.” 

a) 1,260 days = 3 ½ years (months); this should be taken literally as 3 ½ years (months) 

b) Notice how the 2 witnesses are clothed, “in sackcloth” 

c) Walvoord says, “Their unusual character as prophets of doom is symbolized in the fact 

that they are clothes in sackcloth (Isaiah 37:11-2, Daniel 9:3) 

d) We do not know exactly what these witnesses preached, but the people obviously disliked 

it for v. 10 says the people “rejoiced” over the death of the witnesses, “because these two 

prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.” 

6) v. 4, John refers to these witnesses uses the language of Zechariah 4: 1-14 (READ) 

a) Joshua and Zerubbabel were the 2 faithful witnesses that God speaks of in Zechariah.  

And in like fashion, God will raise up 2 more faithful witnesses in the last days! 

b) Walvoord says, “Their ministry does not rise in human ability, but in the power of God.” 

7) v. 5-6 tell of these tremendous “power” these witnesses will be given (again, this is why 

some people think they are Moses and Elijah) 

a) “And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and devours their 

enemies.  And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be killed in this manner.” 

b) God obviously has His hand of protection upon these 2 witnesses! 

c) “These have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and 

they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all 

plagues, as often they desire.” 

d) Walvoord says, “Taking all the facts furnished it is evident that these two witnesses have 

the combination of the greatest powers ever given prophets on earth, and this accounts for 

their ability to withstand their enemies for the period of 1,260 days.”  

8) v. 7, When the witnesses have finished prophesying, “the beast that ascends out of the 

bottomless pit will make war against them, overcome them, and kill them.” 

a) The “beast” is none other than Satan 

b) Chapter 9:1 describes Satan as, “a star fallen from heaven to the earth.  To him was given 

the key to the bottomless pit.” 

c) As we studied chapter 9, we saw that the “pit” is the abode of the demons, the fallen 

angels who were cast out of heaven with Satan 

d) Now Satan appears again, doing battle with these 2 witnesses, and even though God has 

given the witnesses great power, Satan, “overcomes them, and kills them.” 

9) v. 8-9, Notice what happens to the bodies of the witnesses once Satan kills them, “And their 

dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city (Jerusalem)” 

a) The people won’t let anyone bury the bodies, they seem to take great delight in seeing 

them lie in the street, so the bodies of the witnesses will remain in the street 3 ½ days 
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10) v. 10, the people of that day will be so full of evil and wickedness that they will celebrate the 

death of the witnesses by, “rejoicing over them, making merry, and sending gifts to one 

another” 

a) Why, “because these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.” 

b) But it’s not over yet . . . 

11) v. 11, “ Now after three-and-a-half days, the breath of life from God entered them, and they 

stood up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them.” 

a) There’s an ancient Hebrew word for this . . . WOW! 

b) Here, these faithful servants of God have been resurrected, much like the Christ of whom 

they witness/prophecy! 

c) Walvoord says, “The Word of God makes clear that it is often possible to silence a 

witness to the truth by death, but such action does not destroy the truth that has been 

announced.  The power of God will be ultimately revealed.” 

12) v. 12, then the people of the world will hear the voice of God saying to the witnesses, “Come 

up here” and these two prophets will ascend into heaven, much like Jesus did! 

13) v. 13, “In the same hour” (that means just after their ascension) “there was a great 

earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell.   

a) In the earthquake seven thousand people were killed, and the rest were afraid (I think 

that’s putting it mildly) and gave glory to the God of heaven.” 

b) The title, “the God of heaven” is an Old Testament title given to God to differentiate Him 

from the pagan gods of the earth 

c) Therefore, the people “gave glory to the God of heaven” does not mean that they were 

converted or saved, but that they recognized the power of God  

14) v. 14 tells us that with this event, “the second woe is past.  Behold the third woe is coming 

quickly.” 

15) v. 15 tells of the sounding of the 7th trumpet, and as this angels sounds his horn, “there were 

loud voices in heaven saying, ‘The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our 

Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” 

a) In previous passages, there has been only a single voice from heaven, but now John hears 

the heavenly host proclaiming the triumph of Christ! 

b) An Angelic Chorus 

c) Some might ask, “How can the kingdoms of the world become the kingdoms of Christ 

when the 7 bowls/vials have not been poured forth?” 

d) Remember, just as the 7th seal included the 7 trumpets, the 7th trumpet encompasses the 7 

bowl/vial judgments . . . the beginning of the end is near! 

e) Walvoord says, “This is more than simply announcing His (Christ’s) kingdom over the 

earth.  The millennial reign, while it extends for only one thousand years, is in some 

sense continued in the new heaven and the new earth.  Never again will the earth be 

under the control and over lordship of man.” 

f) Even the rebellion in chapter 20 is unsuccessful, therefore we are about to see the end of 

the Antichrist’s rule/reign 

16) v. 16, the “twenty-four elders” who we first saw in chapter 4, representing the saints from the 

Old Testament and the New Testament, “fell on their faces and worshipped God.” 

17) v. 17-18, Here’s what the elders said as they worshipped (READ) . . . 

a) v. 17, hails the eternal nature of God and Jesus 

b) v. 18, “the nations were angry, and Your wrath has come” 
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c) Walvoord says this is a play on words, that elders are declaring that the nations have no 

power/authority, yet God has supreme and total power/authority 

d) v. 18, “And the time of the dead , that they should be judged” 

e) “Who” is John referring to here?  The next line tells us, “and that You should reward 

Your servants the prophets and the saints.” 

f) This is a reference to the judgment of the righteous, “judgement seat of Christ” and not 

the “Great White Throne judgement” later in Revelation 

18) v. 19 closes the chapter speaking of the, “temple of God” being opened 

a) There is a temple in Jerusalem that has been desecrated by the Antichrist, but there is a 

temple of heaven will remains pure and holy 

b) John’s view is again in heaven, and the picture is that the end of the earth, and all it’s 

wicked people, is drawing nearer! 

c) From 12:1 until 16:1,when the bowls/vials are poured out, there’s a lot that takes place, 

but time doesn’t advance 

d) Many believe that the events of 12:1-16:1 occur in very quick succession or even overlap 

e) And once the bowl/vial judgments begin in chapter 16, the end comes quickly! 

f) We still have some important material to cover, but you need to know that the end is 

VERY near from this point on 

g) As we share our faith, we need to stress this point to others! 

h) The end is not far off for you and me, for the rapture of the church is the next great event 

on the horizon of church history! 

i) Are YOU ready?  Is your family ready?  Are your friends ready?  Are your neighbors 

ready? 

j) From what we have seen in this study, those who reject Christ today have little to no 

guarantee to live long enough in the Great Tribulation to come know Christ as Savior for 

millions will die in the plagues, wars, famine, earthquakes . . . 

k) Hebrews 2:3 asks, “how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the 

first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him.” 

l) The answer simply is, we won’t and neither will anyone else, therefore let us be faithful 

in sharing the gospel and as the old hymn says, “work till Jesus comes.” 
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