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Dear Synod Delegates: 
 
During the annual general meeting (AGM) of your parish, you allowed your name to stand, along 
with others, as a delegate to attend the Diocesan Synod being held  14th – 15th October 2022.  Thank 
you for your willingness to serve your Diocese of Rupert's Land. 
 
Diocesan Synod, in very simple terms, is the AGM of the Diocese, very similar to your parish 
AGM.  Discussions take place, resolutions are voted on, prayers/singing/praising also form part of 
the one-day meeting.  There is always good food and time to meet and interact with other delegates. 
 
The Diocese also seeks willing participants, both lay and clergy, to take on further responsibilities 
with respect to committees which oversee the running of the Diocese between Synods.  These are 
elected positions for which Synod delegates have allowed their name to stand. 
 
Positions for which Diocesan Synod will be holding elections are:  Diocesan Council, Board on 
Canons & Rules of Order, Diocesan Court, Provincial Synod and General Synod. 
 
Diocesan Council is very similar to a Parish Vestry; however, its responsibility is to oversee the 
running of the Diocese of Rupert's Land.  Meetings are held approximately 5 times a year for about 
3 hours and the elected representatives from many parishes come together to carry out the work of 
the Diocese.  
 
Board on Canons & Rules of Order consider every proposal to alter, amend or repeal the 
Constitution, Canons or Rules of Order of the Diocese. 
 
Diocesan Court deals with discipline in respect of priests, deacons, bishops, and lay members of 
the Anglican Church of Canada. 
 
Provincial Synod comes together once every 3 years to deal with the affairs of the various 
Ecclesiastical Provinces, of which Rupert's Land is one.  It is very similar to our Diocesan Synod 
but on a larger scale with elected representatives from the Ecclesiastical Province and usually runs 
for 2-3 days and can take place anywhere in the Ecclesiastical Province. 
 
General Synod comes together once every 3 years for approximately a week, can take place 
anywhere in Canada and is made up of elected representatives from churches all across 
Canada.  Again, it is a business meeting, very similar to Diocesan Synod and Provincial Synod. 
 
Provincial and General Synods cover the costs of travel and accommodation. 
 
These committees help ensure the Anglican Church of Canada is answering God's call by coming 
together in prayer, committing to one another and to the communities in which we live, being 
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responsible for the gifts of money and time entrusted to our care and striving to follow Jesus and 
all that entails. 
 
For all these things, God's work can only move forward with your help. 
 
For insights from three people from our Diocese who have served in Diocesan leadership roles, as 
published in the Rupert’s Land News (RLN) recently, please click on this link which will take you 
to the RLN site and the interviews: RLN Interviews Synod Delegates - Rupert's Land News 
(rupertslandnews.ca) . 
 
Consider letting your name stand.  While you may not think you have anything to offer, be 
assured, each of us has gifts which are presently being utilized and other gifts which are yet to be 
discovered. 
 
A nomination form and a form for providing biographical information is included with this 
mailing.  If you wish to stand for nomination yourself or would like to nominate another delegate, 
ask two delegates to Synod to sign the nomination form.  Please forward nominations to the Synod 
Office by August 31st, 2022, to be included in the Convening Circular. If the material is received 
after this date, we will not be able to include it in the Convening Circular. These may be mailed to 
the Diocesan Office or emailed.  See letterhead for info. 
 

Nominations close on September 30, 2022.  Note - There will no nominations taken from the 
floor at Synod. 

Thank you for your consideration and participation in this important process. 

 
Naboth Manzongo 
Di Panting 
Co-Chairs, Nomination Committee 
 

Attached is a more complete explanation of the committees named above. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://rupertslandnews.ca/rln-interviews-synod-delegates/
https://rupertslandnews.ca/rln-interviews-synod-delegates/


3 

 

POSITIONS for which Synod 2022 will be holding elections: 

Diocesan Council (MUST be members of Synod):    

- shall have and may exercise all the powers and functions of Synod between sessions of Synod.   
- meets on average 4 or 5 times per year 

ELECTED by Synod: 
- 10 clerical members, of whom at least 3 shall be licensed by the bishop for ecclesiastical duties 
within the City of Winnipeg and at least 3 shall be licensed by the bishop for ecclesiastical duties 
outside the City of Winnipeg. 
- 12 lay members, of whom at least 4 shall be delegates of a parish or mission within the City of 
Winnipeg, and at least 4 shall be delegates of a parish or mission in the Diocese outside the City 
of Winnipeg. 
 
Board on Canons & Rules of Order (NOT necessarily members of Synod): 

- considers every proposal to alter, amend or repeal the Constitution, Canons, or Rules of Order of 
the Diocese before the proposal is considered by Synod and report to Synod as to the advisability 
or otherwise of adopting the proposal 

- prepares and submits to Synod any additions, deletions, or amendments to the Constitution, 
Canons or Rules of Order or any proposal for new Canons or Rules of Order which Synod or the 
Diocesan Council may deem necessary or desirable. 

- reviews the Constitution, Canons and Rules of Order of the Diocese from time to time, and of its 
own motion, to submit recommendations to Synod for any additions, deletions, or amendments 
thereto which it may deem necessary or desirable.   

ELECTED by Synod:   
- 2 members of the clergy  
- 2 lay members  

Diocesan Court (MUST be members of Synod): 

- deals with discipline in respect of priest, deacons, bishops, and lay members of the 
Anglican Church of Canada within the Diocese or otherwise under the jurisdiction of the 
bishop.   

ELECTED by Synod: 
- 3 lay delegates to Synod elected by the Laity 
- 3 clerical members of Synod elected by the Clergy 
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General Synod (MUST be members of Synod):   

- to be part of the Diocesan delegation to General Synod; to attend and take part, including 
voting, in the General Synod, and to report back to the Diocese as necessary. 

ELECTED by Synod: 
- 3 lay members, 1 of which will be youth 
- 3 clergy members 

 

Provincial Synod:  MUST be members of Synod.   

- To be part of the Diocesan delegation to the Provincial Synod; to attend and take part, 
including voting, in the Provincial Synod, and to report back to the Diocese as necessary. 

ELECTED by Synod: 
- 3 lay members, 1 of which will be a youth 
- 3 clergy members 

 


