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ASKING On All Three Levels

• Prayer or exercising our faith is not a one-time shot 

• His promises are not leverage or a strong-arm tactic

• Continual action - Pray until a breakthrough 

• Jesus Directed - Keep asking, seeking, knocking



Luke 11:5 - 13

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a 

friend, and you go to him at midnight and 

say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;



6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, 

and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And 

suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother 

me. The door is already locked, and my 

children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and 

give you anything.’



8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and 

give you the bread because of friendship, yet 

because of your shameless audacity he will 

surely get up and give you as much as you 

need.



9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to 

you; seek and you will find; knock and the 

door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone 

who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; 

and to the one who knocks, the door will be 

opened.



11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a 

fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he 

asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If 

you then, though you are evil, know how to 

give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Father in heaven give the 

Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”





Knocking



to strike or hit something



Matthew 11:11 – 12

11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women 

there has not risen anyone greater than John 

the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he.



12 From the days of John the Baptist until now, 

the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to 

violence (been forcefully advancing,) and 

violent people have been raiding it.



Luke 18:1-5

1Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show 

them that they should always pray and not 

give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there 

was a judge who neither feared God nor 

cared what people thought.



3 And there was a widow in that town who kept 

coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me 

justice against my adversary.’



4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said 

to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or 

care what people think, 5 yet because this 

widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she 

gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come 

and attack me!’”



Knocking is radical!



Revelation 3:7

These are the words of him who is holy and 

true, who holds the key of David. What he 

opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no 

one can open.



Revelation 3:20 – 21

20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 

anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 

will come in and eat with that person, and 

they with me. 



21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the 

right to sit with me on my throne, just as I 

was victorious and sat down with my Father 

on his throne.



2 Corinthians 10:4-6

4 The weapons we fight with are not the 

weapons of the world. On the contrary, they 

have divine power to demolish strongholds.



5 We demolish arguments and every pretension 

that sets itself up against the knowledge of 

God, and we take captive every thought to 

make it obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be 

ready to punish every act of disobedience, 

once your obedience is complete.



Other “Knocking” Scriptures

The violent take it by force

The gates of hell will not prevail against the 

church.

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under 

your feet.







Hebrews 4:16 

Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of 

grace, that we may obtain mercy and find 

grace to help in time of need.








