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Introduction 
[TITLE SLIDE 01] Good morning! I am excited this morning to be able to kick-off our new 8-part teaching series 
that we’re calling, ‘Questions Jesus Asked’.   
 
I’m excited because of the immense privilege that it offers us.  The privilege to walk alongside Jesus all 
summer long! To sit in his presence and slowly absorb his words!   
 
As we engage this series, I invite you to use your imagination.  Imagine that we are there, sitting on the hillside 
or on a grassy slope by the Sea of Galilee intently listening to the teaching of Jesus.  Or perhaps we’re standing 
in or near the Temple in Jerusalem and people around us are jostling and pushing, trying to get closer so they 
can hear that the Teacher has to say.  People are literally flocking to be near him. Many are there because 
either they have been healed of some sickness, or one of their friends or relatives has been made well by 
Jesus.  And now, they eagerly want to hear what he has to say!    The buzz in the crowd is that this Jesus 
teaches ‘as someone who has authority’, not like the scribes and the Pharisees.   
 
What we are noticing particularly as we listen closely to his teaching is Jesus asks a LOT of questions.  In fact, 
he seems to ask many more questions than he offers answers.  It seems to be fundamental to his teaching 
style.   
 
400 years before Jesus, the Greek philosopher, Socrates was born.  To him (Socrates) there is attributed a 
particular method of teaching that involves the asking of key questions – it’s become known as the Socratic 
method.  Jesus appears to be highly skilled in this art of asking questions. 
 
Some years ago, a man named Martin Copenhaver did a count by scouring the texts of the 4 Gospel accounts 
of Jesus life that are at the very beginning of the New Testament section of our Bible to see just how many 
questions Jesus actually asked!  Have a look at these numbers… 
 
[SLIDE 02] 

 307 
  

 183 
  

 8 
 
Which number do you think represents the number of questions Jesus asked??   
 
[SLIDE 03] 

 307 – the number of questions Jesus asked 
  

 183 – questions Jesus was asked by others 
  

 8 – questions Jesus directly answered  
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Jesus is often thought of as ‘the answer man’.  And while it’s true that Jesus really is the answer to all of life, 
what we want to be especially attentive to this summer is his teaching style.  And what we discover as we pay 
attention to his teaching is that he often inclined to use questions to catch the attention of his listeners and 
drive his points home with great power and authority.   
 
Just before we come to our first question in the series, I wish to ask a question of purpose.  Why are we doing 
this particular study, and how do we seek to respond to this rich time together on our summer Sunday 
mornings? 
 
[SLIDE 04] 
The goal of this series is that we, each Sunday, would enter into the life of Jesus by means of observing his 
strategic use of questions.   
 
[SLIDE 05] 
Our desire is to be: 

 challenged by His teaching (think well),  
 enthralled by His wisdom (worship well),  
 and changed more into His likeness (live well)! 

 
Are you ready for this journey??  Let’s pray now and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal Jesus to us as we begin.   
 
Question #1 – the full version: 
[SLIDE 06] 

“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” 
Luke 2:49 

 
These are, actually, the very first recorded words of Jesus in the 4 accounts of the Gospel story. 
 
Let’s be clear from the start.  These are not really words from Jesus the Teacher, but rather Jesus the pre-teen 
boy.  What I pray that we will discover through this story is that Jesus is, in many ways, just like every other 
pre-teen human boy, but, in other ways, he is very unlike any other human who has ever lived on the face of 
the earth!  We discover something of his own awareness of his unique identity.  I have found it to be a 
powerful and beautiful study. 
 
Let’s set up the scene.  Please come with me to the Temple. 
 
It’s been a hectic week here with all the traditions surrounding the celebration of Passover.  Mary & Joseph 
and their young son, Jesus, were regular worshippers here – every year they joined a large crowd of relatives 
and acquaintances and traveled from Nazareth to Jerusalem for this festival.   
 
Jesus is now 12 years old.  At his next birthday, he will become ‘a child of the commandments’ as there will be 
a bar mitzvah celebration.  Somehow, in the confusion of departure day, Mary & Joseph didn’t realize that 
Jesus had not joined the crowd of travelers returning north to Galilee.  Panic sets into the hearts of the 
parents at the end of day 1 when they could not find him!  (I wonder if you’ve ever felt the panic of losing track 
of a loved one.  A couple of years before she passed away, my first wife Barb & I had the privilege to travel to 
Italy for 3 weeks.  One day we were walking through the crowds in the main piazza of Siena, when we lost 
track of each other.  We had NO cell phones or ways to contact each other; we had made no plans to meet 



 3 
anywhere.  My heart was incredibly anxious for a seemingly very long, but actually the very short time it took 
for us to find each other).  Imagine a whole day!  Mary & Joseph, will take a whole next day to retrace their 
steps to Jerusalem, and then another whole day searching frantically for him before finally, they locate him 
right back in the Temple.   
 
This is what they found: 
[SLIDE 07] 

“…they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions.  And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers (responses).” 
(46-47) 

 
This sets up a scene where we have what at least on the surface appears to be a heated exchange of questions 
between Mary and still pre-teen Jesus.   
 
Let’s ask the Holy Spirit to guide us carefully as we seek to get underneath the surface and see what is really 
going on in first Mary’s heart in her question and then Jesus’ heart as he responds with his questions.   
 
First, then, Mary and her question: 
[SLIDE 08] 

And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have 
you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” (48 - ESV) 

 
Eugene Peterson helps us to feel the emotions of Mary in his Message translation: 
[SLIDE 09 – please add these words to the bottom of the slide above] 

But his parents were not impressed; they were upset and hurt. His mother said, "Young man, why 
have you done this to us? Your father and I have been half out of our minds looking for you." (48 - 
MSG) 

 
What words would you use to describe what is going in on Mary’s heart at this moment?   

 Deep anxiety giving way to a flood of relief 

 Her words reflect the overflow of emotion that has been building for 3 days!   
We, as observers from a distance, have the unique privilege of an impassive view of this.  We are not caught 
up in the intensity of emotion.  And so, let me ask this question.  What does Mary know about Jesus already 
that might have caused her to ask this question differently?   

 Before we explore a little of what Mary already knew, let me be very clear to say that these 
observations should in NO WAY cause us to think less of Mary for asking this question.  Who among us 
would have done any different?? 

 What I long for us to do, though, is to discover why, after this incident is all over and they’re back 
home as a family in Nazareth – the text tells us that ‘his mother treasured up of these things in her 
heart’ (51b) 

 I believe this whole incident to be an incredibly strong teaching moment for this dear and absolutely 
unique woman in the history of the world – the only woman to ever have a child without an earthly 
father.  A teaching moment that would solidify and strengthen her faith in the midst of very confusing 
times.   

 
What does Mary know already?   
We jump back to Luke 1 to a time when Mary receives a visit by an angel from God, named Gabriel… 
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[SLIDE 10] 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called 
the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”   
 
[SLIDE 11] 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  And the angel answered her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 
born will be called holy—the Son of God. (Lk 1:32-35) 
 
Please try to enter into this announcement to Mary.  Through this supernatural messenger, Mary is told that 
something with happen that is not only unprecedented in human history, but also biologically impossible!  Can 
we give her some space and grace to not fully grasp all of the significance of this announcement??   
 
But we ask the question: whose son is Jesus?  Who is the father of Jesus? 

 Jesus is categorically described here at ‘the Son of God’!   

 From the purity of her virginity, Mary knew that although Jesus was very human, he was also very 
different from any other human who ever lived on the face of the earth.   

 
Let’s come back and look at her question: 
[SLIDE 12] 

“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great 
distress.” (48 - ESV) 

 
What do you observe here?  In the Greek text, the phrase is stated in such a way as to put the emphasis on 
‘your father’.  Although Mary certainly knew that Joseph was not actually the father of Jesus, this a very 
natural thing for her to say.  The Bible is silent about what has happened at home in Nazareth over the past 12 
years, but we can imagine that life in Mary’s household had been quite ‘normal’.  Other children were born. 
Joseph was functionally acting as the human father of Jesus.   
 
I believe that this incident is recorded for us in order to help us see how Mary and Joseph were reminded in a 
very powerful way at this juncture of his childhood that this Jesus, though he looked and acted just like the 
other children, was, in fact, different from any other child in the history of the world.   
 
Now, let’s turn to the questions Jesus asks in response.  
[SLIDE 13] 

“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” (49) 
 
We do not have the luxury of a video or audio recording of Jesus’ words here.  We have to look for possibly 
clues in the context to determine the tone of voice.  I recall a covid-friendly zoom bible study that we had with 
some folks from our church in Central Asia a couple of years ago.  One of the gentlemen was quite confused by 
this incident because he couldn’t see how the sinless Jesus could treat his parents in such a precocious 
manner!   
 
John Nolland in Word Biblical Commentary makes this comment: 
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Jesus' response is frequently read as a counter-accusation. But it is important to note that while in the 
aftermath of the incident the parents are left with much food for thought (vv 50-51), it is Jesus whose 
behavior is modified: he goes back with his parents after all and is submissive to them (v 51).  

 
He concludes: 
[SLIDE 14 – please include at the bottom of the previous slide] 
Jesus' question should, then, be seen as reflecting genuine surprise and not reproach. 
 
Assuming his conclusion to be reasonable, let’s jump to the more important matter of the content of Jesus 
question here. 
 
Do you notice anything in Jesus’ question that surprises you?   
In fact, there is an underlying claim in this question that would be particularly shocking and even blasphemous 
to any of the Jews who were in earshot of Jesus’ words. 
 
[SLIDE 15] 

“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” (49) 
 
Where is Jesus?  In the Temple.  What is the significance of the Temple for believing Jewish people?   

 It is the dwelling place of God on earth!   

 Way back in the story of Exodus, we read about how God instructed Moses to construct the tabernacle 
as a place where eternal, creator, all-powerful God would come close and live in the midst of the camp.  
The shekinah glory filled the Most Holy Place in the centre of the tabernacle.  No one could enter that 
space because it was holy – it was God space; it was where God lived near to his people!   

 Later, once the people of Israel were settled in the land of promise, the permanent structure of the 
Temple replaced the tabernacle as the dwelling place of God on earth!   

 
And now, here is this 12 year old boy, saying to his parents – didn’t you know that I must be in ‘my Father’s 
house?’  This not only stands as a stark contrast to Mary’s previous emotional expression (your father and I), it 
would have been shocking to everyone who heard these words.  The teachers of the law would have certainly 
been shocked!  We also should be shocked if we grasp the significance of what Jesus is claiming here.  Mary & 
Joseph were the only ones present who had some idea of how true these words could be.  Here we have Jesus 
as a pre-teen boy claiming to be the Son of God!! 
 
As with much of Jesus’ later teaching, we are left with few options about how the think about this.   

 Option 1: we say that this is simply a precocious 12 year old kid speaking back to his mother and 
uttering words of blasphemy while doing so! 

 Option 2: we could respond like Mary… 
o After this event is over and Jesus returns to live as an obedient, ‘normal’ growing boy in his 

Nazareth home, the text tells us: 
[SLIDE 16] 

o  “And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.” (51) 
 
There is no middle option between these 2.  You cannot look at the story closely and simply say – what a nice, 
obedient child Jesus was.  Either he is a precocious blasphemer, or he really is the Son of God that he claims to 
be.   
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So, may we respond like Mary and treasure all of this up in our hearts? 
 
What should we treasure? 

 Treasure the gift of this story!  What an amazing gift we have in this story as it has been recorded for 
us.  It is a beautiful and rare window into the life of Jesus as a young boy.  

o At Christmas we stand in awe of God become a baby 
o We often stand in awe of God in human form as we listen to his teaching and observe his 

healings and other miracles 
o Contemplate the wonder that Jesus didn’t skip childhood.   
o Treasure the wonder of God as a 12 year old boy, living in submission to his earthly parents… 

 Treasure Jesus’ sense of identity and purpose.  Even as a pre-teen child. 
o Sit for a while and contemplate what it must have been like for those scribes and Pharisees in 

the Temple as the young boy Jesus interacted with them, asking questions and displaying above 
normal insight into the workings of God and his good plan of redemption!   

o Imagine the shock that must have come over the scribes and teachers of the law as they 
overhear Jesus say to his mother – I am in ‘my Father’s house’… 

o Already, at this age, Jesus knew he was here to do the will of his Father in heaven… 

  Treasure the biblical trajectory of TEMPLE as God’s place of residence on earth. 
o OT – God came close and lived among his people in the physical tabernacle / temple 
o GOSPELS - Jesus declares himself to be the temple (Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, 

and I will raise it again in three days –  Jn. 2:19 - referring to his body).  Jesus is claiming to be 
God dwelling on earth.   

o ACTS – the Holy Spirit of God descends to dwell inside every believer in Jesus – we are now:  
 Individually, our bodies are the space where God lives (Or do you not know that your 

body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you – 1 Cor 6:19) 
 collectively, we are the space where God lives on earth (And in him you too are being 

built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit – Eph. 2:22)  
 
A Final Observation 
Parallel words / parallel stories… 
[SLIDE 17] 

“Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be (it is necessary for me to be) in my 
Father's house?” (Luke 2:49) 

 
 

“Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” (Luke 
24:26) 

 
Parallel words – Dr. Luke is well known as a careful researcher and a skillful writer!  Several commentators 
notice this parallel. 

 ‘it is necessary’ is the same Greek word used at the very beginning of Jesus life and in his post-
resurrection appearance to the 2 friends walking along the road to Emmaus 

 In both cases, this ‘it is necessary’ phrase comes from Jesus own lips.   
 
Parallel stories 

 In both incidents, Jesus is lost or missing (dead!) for 3 days 

 These 3 days are full of grief and anxiety for those who are missing Jesus 
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 Upon being found again, Jesus expresses a quiet confidence in his knowledge that God is working out 
his good purposes 

o ‘it is necessary for me to be in my Father’s house’ (about my Father’s business) 
o ‘it was necessary for me to suffer before entering into glory’ 

 
[TITLE SLIDE 18] 
Conclusion 
In light of all we have considered, how does this text invite us to respond? 

 Worship Jesus, the Son of God!   
o Though he was like us in so many ways, even in this first question, we discover he is radically 

different than any other human who has ever lived. He is the eternal Son of God come to earth 
as the revealer of God and the rescuer of humans!   

 Know who you are! 
o If you are a follower of Jesus, your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit – the dwelling place of 

God! 
o No matter where you go, remind yourself – I am in my Father’s house!   
o This ought to have huge ramifications in terms of the choices you make day by day… 

 Seek to live out God’s good purposes 
o Jesus’ sense of purpose is clear as we observe his life – ‘it is necessary to be in my Father’s 

house; it was necessary to suffer; I must be about my Father’s work’ 
o Let us also, in the decisions that we make regarding how we spend our time, what education 

we pursue, what relationships we pursue, be sure to be attentive to God’s good purposes.  As 
we have learned over the past weeks in our study on the Lord’s Prayer, let us continually be in 
conversation with our Father and follow his leading day by day in our lives.   

 
 
 
 
 
 


