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Today marks the end of our journey 
 Through the first epistle of Peter. 
  There’s a little more to read  

but we’ve run out of time. 
 
Some of you may have found this journey 
 A little disorienting. 
  Less like a trip to the States, 
   And more like a trip to a former Soviet Republic. 
 
The writer is speaking to people on the margins of Roman society. 

Followers of Jesus would be discounted as atheists  
and disparaged as being anti-social. 

 
You see, as Christians, “They [would] no longer participate  

in the household and civic cults  
that shape life in Greco-Roman antiquity,  

 
and their ethical standards [would] keep them from joining in  

much of the common life of their community.”i 
 
At the same time many of these new Christians 
 Were often from lower social classes. 
  Some were even slaves. 
 
It is hard for many of us to imagine life on the margins. 
 We aren’t poor, we are privileged. 

In global terms we all come  
From a high socio-economic standing. 

 
And while our friends and neighbors  

may not share our Christian beliefs 
for the most part they are willing to tolerate them. 

 
It is sometimes hard to see ourselves in opposition 
 To our surrounding culture. 
  We don’t usually feel in danger of being victimized  
   Or corrupted by it. 
 
But Canadian culture is changing  

and becoming less and less hospitable 
  To those who are following Jesus. 
 
And so we’d be wise to listen to the writer 
 And heed his advice. 
 
[As one commentator has noted, 
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“Church history has shown that there’s no single,  

comprehensive protocol for Christians  
to engage the culture around them.” 

 
All to say that the Mainline Church  

of the last couple of generations 
  Which has cooperated with the surrounding culture 
 
May have to take a page from Peter 
 And adopt a more cultural resistant approach.ii] 
   
An Angus Reid poll released this past Easter 
 Asked Canadians what they thought about religion. 
 
The results noted that nearly half of Canadians (47%) 

“say religion contributes  
good and bad to society in equal amounts…  

 
For three religions – Catholicism, Evangelical Christianity and Islam –  

Canadians are more likely to believe their presence  
is [more] damaging than benefitting.”iii 
 

[Rick Hiemstra, director of research at the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada,  
argues that this is because “devout religions… 

are often portrayed negatively  
in the media or popular culture…  

 
‘I watch Netflix just like everybody else.  

And really when you see the perceptions of evangelicals  
or Christians or religious people,  

generally… devout religious people  
are usually presented as deviants…’ he says.”iv] 

 
As the proportion of those 
 Who are practicing Christianity shrinks,  
  And as fewer people are raised  

without any religious background at all 
 
negative cultural stereotypes will exercise more and more power 
 in shaping people’s views of followers of Christ. 
 
Not too long ago I was talking with a friend 
 Who was raised in the church,  
  and has devout Christian parents. 
  
He maintains his connection with Christians 

who mentored him in his youth. 
 
 
 

But at the same time, he is embarrassed/ashamed 
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by the all the negative press surrounding Christianity  

(contemporary and historical). 
 
Think colonialism/homophobia/anti-vaxing for example. 
 And no longer identifies as a Christian. 
 
So how are we to respond to a culture that  
 Is growing less and less hospitable to Christians, 
  And more and more intolerant? 
 
Is now the time to give up our cultural resistance 
 And go with the flow like my friend? 
 
The epistle writer tells not to: 

“You’ve already put in your time  
in that God-ignorant way of life,  

partying night after night,  
a drunken and profligate life.  

 
Now it’s time to be done with it for good.” 
 
But he doesn’t just tell us what not to do. 
 He tells us where we should put our energies. 
  He offers us a survival guide 
   For following Jesus in an inhospitable culture. 
 
That guide includes vertical and horizontal dimensions. 
 
First of all, are told to “stay wide-awake in prayer.” 
 That is our prayers should be focused and alert. 
 
Writer Anne Lamont has said that there are really  

only two types of prayer: 
  “Thankyou, thankyou!” 
   AND “Help me, help me!”  
 
But if pray is more than just one way communication 
 Prayer should also involve listening. 
This is something I’ve been learning about this past year. 
 
I’ve been learning to calm myself down 
 To a place where my mind is no longer racing, 
  Where I can share my deepest concerns in God’s presence 
   And simply wait to hear a response. 
 
This past week I was being weighed down 
 By the fact that so many haven’t returned to regular worship 
  Now that life (despite ongoing waves of COVID)  

has pretty much returned to normal. 
 
Not knowing what to do I brought this concern before God 
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 Not as an item on a larger laundry list, 
  But as an item I needed where I needed to hear God’s voice. 
   I waited and I felt God speak to my soul. 
 
I don’t always engage in this sort of prayer. 
 It is demanding. 
 
It is easier to simply put a note in the mail 
 Rather than engage in listening conversation. 
 
But if we are going to survive even thrive in an antagonistic culture 
 We are going to need to position ourselves more regularly 
  To hear God’s voice. 
 
That’s the vertical element of the writer’s advice. 
 He then goes on to the horizontal elements in his survival guide. 
 
He talks in turn about loving (with forgiveness) 
 About practising hospitality, 
  And about serving each other in our giftedness. 
 
It is interesting to note that you can be a churchgoer  

without doing any of these. 
  Churchgoing is a prerequisite of course, 
   But this is an invitation into a deeper life 

in Christian community. 
 
I mean consider that first directive. 
 Most people reconsider their commitment to Christian community 
  When they hit their first road-bump. 
   Someone says something mean,  

their pastor isn’t perfect etc… 
 
The epistle writer talks about loving each other deeply. 
 He says that this makes up for virtually everything. 
  Now he isn’t saying (as Tom Wright notes) that love 
   Is a ‘cover-up’ operation hiding things we want to avoid. 
 
What he is saying is a habitual practise of love 

Transforms situations and will heal the hurts 
 That inevitably come with getting close to others.v 

  
We all have rough edges that scrape up against each other. 
 Love is the lubrication. 
 
But the writer advises more. 
 We are told to “offer hospitality to one another  

Without grumbling.”vi 
  
  
During COVID many of us have fallen out of the practise  
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 Of welcoming others to our homes. 
  Some of us even enjoyed the reprieve. 
     
And yet hospitality is the glue 
 That binds Christian community together. 

Think of it as our church coffee time on steroids. 
 
Most of the time people we are on the go 
 And our conversation never gets beyond what’s superficial. 
 
But when you take time for a meal together, 
 Whether it’s at someone’s home or at Denny’s 
  We relax, let the guard down a little 
   And share more of who we are. 
 
This doesn’t need to be a 5-course meal. 
 It can be fries and a frosty at Wendy’s. 
  The sharing of food creates space for deeper interaction. 
 
In addition to love and hospitality 
 The writer encourages us to embrace service. 
  In particular, we are invited to share from our giftedness. 
 
That is we don’t need you to volunteer to count the offering 
 If you are bad with numbers. 
  We don’t need you to show up to trim the hedges 
   If you are more likely to trip over them. 
 
God has provided us with many gifts of service. 
 We have people in this church who know how to run sound for a service, 
  And we have people who know how to patiently listen. 
   We have community members who offer sage advice, 
    And others who regularly lift up others 

through words of encouragement or in prayer. 
 
The writer tells us that God’s presence shines brightly 
 When we serve each other through the giftedness  
  That God has provided. 
 
And it is another way that we will survive,  
 Even thrive when others are set against us. 
 
So, what do you think? 

Are you ready for more challenges  
As you follow Jesus? 

 
Maybe now is the time to deepen your prayer life 
 And recommit yourself to Christian community? 
 
 
In closing let me share a story a parable  
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many of you have heard before, 

  the truth of which still resonates: 
 
A member of a certain church,  

who previously had been quite involved,  
dropped out of the community. 

After a few months, an elder paid him a visit. 
 
It was a chilly evening.  

The elder found the man at home alone,  
sitting before a blazing fire.  

 
Guessing the reason for his elder’s visit, the man welcomed him,  

led him to a big chair near the fireplace and waited. 
 
The elder made himself comfortable but said nothing.  

In the silence, they both contemplated the play of the flames  
around the burning logs.  

 
After some minutes, the elder took some tongs,  

And carefully picked up a brightly burning ember  
and placed it to one side of the hearth all alone.  

Then he sat back in his chair, still silent.  
The host watched all this in quiet fascination.  

 
As the one lone ember's flame diminished,  

there was a momentary glow  
and then its fire was no more.  

Soon it was cold. 
 
They both remained silent. 

Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting.  
 
As the elder got up to leave 

he picked up the cold, dead ember  
and placed it back in the middle of the fire.  

 
The host watched as it began to glow once more  

with the light and warmth of the burning coals around it.  
 
As the elder reached the door to leave,  

his host said, "Thank you so much for your visit  
and especially for the fiery lesson.  

I will see you at Bible Study this week.” 
 
Let us pray [prayer for those who have dropped out]. Amen.  
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