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Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

The Book of Revelation 

Lesson 19 

Chapter 12 

 

• As we continue our study of Revelation, we begin a new “section” of the book 

• We concluded our study of chapter 11 last week by examing the events surrounding the 

sounding of the “7th trumpet” 

• You need to understand, that all of the events from the end of chapter 11 through chapter 14 

all take place as part of the 7th trumpet.  Therefore, we have entered into another great 

pause/parenthesis in the judgement of God upon the earth. 

• The events of chapter 12 are quite clear, but the chronology of the chapter is hard to follow 

(and that causes confusion for some people) 

• Chapters 12-14 introduce us to 7 key individuals who figure prominently in the events of the 

Great Tribulation 

• Chapter 12 introduces us to 4 of these people 

• TRANS:  Chapter 12 begins by revealing 2 “signs.”  Let’s now identify those who are 

revealed through these signs. 

 

1) The first sign 

a) v. 1, “Now a great sign appeared in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun . . .” 

b) Who is this “woman”? 

1) Some scholars believe that the “woman” is symbolic of the church, but we’ll see in a 

moment that this is not so. 

2) Others believe that the “woman” is symbolic of Christ, but we’ll see this is not true 

either 

(a) Some think this a reference to the virgin Mary.  After reading the entire 

passage, W. A. Criswell says, “To apply those Scriptures to the Virgin Mary 

would be unspeakable.  No such thing ever was or ever will be.  It is 

inconceivable.” 

3) Christian Scientists say the “woman” is Mary Baker Glover Patterson Eddy, and the 

male child she bore was the Christian Scientist movement (Jeremiah, David.  Escape 

the Coming Night.  p. 148) 

c) I believe that the “woman” represents Israel.  Consider these descriptive statements made 

about the “woman” 

d) “clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet,” is a direct quotation from 

Genesis37:9, when Joseph dreamed of becoming the ruler of his brothers 

e) “and on her head a garland of twelve stars”  

f) 12 stars = the 12 tribes of Israel 

g) v. 2, “Then being with child, she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth.” 

h) Who is this “child”? 

i) What “child” came out of the 12 tribes of Israel?  Remember, v. 1 says that this woman, 

and the birth of her child, are a “great sign”. 

j) The child which she delivers is Christ.  Therefore the woman can’t be the church, for the 

church did NOT give birth to Christ, it was the other way around! 

k) The statement, “she cried out in labor and in pain to give birth.” 
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l) This is not a reference to Mary’s labor with Jesus, rather it’s a general reference to the 

difficulty the Jews had in accepting Jesus as the Messiah 

m) Today, the Jews continue to suffer and are “in pain” because of their rejection of Jesus.   

n) And in the last days, when Israel finally accepts Christ as the Messiah, the nation will 

again be persecuted and “in pain.” 

o) John Walvoord says, “It (pain) may refer to the sufferings of the nation in general over its 

entire troublesome history.” (Which is another possible interpretation) 

2) The second sign 

a) The “woman” and “the child” are the 1st sign, let’s now consider the 2nd sign . . . 

b) v. 3, “And another sign appeared in heaven; behold, a great fiery red dragon having seven 

heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.” 

c) The “dragon” is none other than Satan.  Notice how his is described 

1) “fiery red” 

(1) Reminds us that Satan holds no physical life as important.  War, murder, and the 

shedding of blood are part of his plan. 

2) “having seven heads and ten horns” 

(1) Refers back to Daniel 7:8 and the 10 kingdoms that will unite to form the one 

world government of the last days 

(2) Remember, the Roman Empire was built in such fashion in the days of  John and 

in 1992 the world watched as 12 European countries again reunited as the 

“Common Market” and in 1995 introduced its common currency  

(3) The world seems to be well on its way to seeing the 10 kingdoms of Daniel come 

into their own 

(4) The 7 heads will give the impression of divinity, that this government is of God, 

but the world will see this is NOT the case! 

3) “and seven diadems on his heads” 

(1) The crowns are a symbol of authority, for it will appear that Satan and his 

followers have the ultimate authority over the world in that day. 

d) v. 4, “the stars” that were thrown to earth are the angels who followed Satan in his 

rebellion against God 

1) Some scholars believe that the “stars” are a reference to those who try to oppose 

Satan, and find that they are no match for his political power 

e) v. 4-6 contain the history of the Messiah from the birth of Christ through his ascension, 

and then jumps to 3 ½ year period of persecution during the Great Tribulation. 

f) This is NOT uncommon in eschatological prophecies, you see this done in almost all of 

the Old Testament prophecies 

g) Again, this child is NOT the church.  Some seem to think that this must be the church, for 

the “child was caught up to God and His throne,” and they feel this is a picture of the 

rapture 

h) However, we must remember that the Greek language always speaks of the church in the 

feminine (her) and always speaks of Christ in the masculine (him) 

i) TRANS:  The remainder of the chapter focuses on the persecution of the woman by the 

dragon. 

3) v. 7 introduces us to the 4th person in this chapter, “Michael” the Archangel 

a) The majority of the conflict during the Great Tribulation takes place on earth, however in 

v. 7-12, we are told of a conflict that takes place in heaven 
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b) v. 7-8 tell us that Michael, and his holy angels, fight with Satan, and his fallen angels and 

that, “they (Satan and his angels) did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in 

heaven any longer.” 

c) Some scholars have trouble with the idea of Satan taking his battle for control of the 

world into heaven 

d) However, Daniel 12 tells us that “At that time Michael shall stand up, the great prince 

who stands watch over the sons of your people; and there shall be a time of trouble, such 

as never was since there was a nation even to that time.” 

e) Now think for a minute of all the wars, famines, pestilence, disease, murders, ecological 

and cosmological catastrophes that have afflicted the earth to this point in the Great 

Tribulation 

f) In my mind, the only place untouched has been heaven . . . it makes sense to me that if 

Satan wants to control the world, he’s going to have to control heaven as well 

g) Therefore, Michael and his angels do battle with Satan, and it is this event that moves the 

world to the beginning of the end, the 7 bowl/vial judgments 

h) Satan is mentioned by all 4 of his names in v. 9 

1) “great dragon” 

(1) Satan’s Great Tribulation name, refers to himself personally and all his followers 

that work to persecute the followers of Christ in those days. 

2) “serpent” 

(1) Takes us back to the Garden of Eden, and reminds us that he is the tempter 

3) “the Devil” 

(1) From the Greek “diabollos” meaning to slander 

4) “Satan” 

(1) From the Hebrew “hasatan” meaning adversary 

i) C. A. Coates said that in the Great Tribulation, Satan brings his finally opposition to 

Christ, and God’s plan for Christ to be Lord of all creation 

j) “As accuser of the brethren, he is in opposition to Christ as priest; as the one who brings 

for the first beast, he is in opposition to Christ as king; as bringing forth thesecond beast, 

the false prophet, he is opposed to Christ as prophet.” 

k) v. 10-12 are cause for great speculation for many, because we cannot be exactly sure of 

exactly “who” is speaking, and exactly “when” they are speaking, and exactly  

l) “what” they are speaking of 

m) Here are the key points 

1) v. 10, someone, or some group, in heaven makes it clear that Satan has been defeated, 

and that Christ  has been victorious 

2) v. 11, those who have prevailed for Christ have done so by, “the blood of the Lamb 

and by the word of the Lord of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the 

death.”  Meaning that Christ’s blood has prevailed to save man, that Jesus’ followers 

were not deceived by Satan, and that many died because of their faith, but in their 

death found eternal life! 

3) v. 12, here’s the key, “Woe to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the Devil 

has come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short 

time.”  The millennial reign of Christ is about to begin, and Satan will be bound for 

1,000 years! 
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4) Some of the other details are open for some interpretation, but I believe you can 

“hang your hat” on these key points 

n) TRANS:  Chapter 12 closes with the persecution of the “woman” by the “dragon” 

4) Satan Takes Out Wrath On Israel 

a) v. 14 that God continues to provide protection and deliverance for Israel, for the “woman 

was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to her place, 

where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the presence of the 

serpent.” 

b) This is the beginning of the great time of tribulation that Jesus spoke of in Matthew 

24:15-22 

c) We saw a foreshadowing of this event when Christ was born and Mary and Joseph were 

forced to flee to Egypt to keep Jesus from being murdered by King Herod 

d) But the fulfillment of this verse shall be in the last days of the Great Tribulation.  

e) Israel is hated by Satan, not because of the nation’s actions but because she has been 

chosen of God, and is a vital part of the overarching plan and purpose of God for the 

world. 

f) In Matthew 24:16, Jesus tells the people to “flee to the mountains” and here we see 

“wilderness” but the implication is the same . . . get out of Jerusalem 

g) I don’t know what the “great eagle” represents, but it’s obvious that God delivers Israel in 

a supernatural way. 

h) And then, much as He did for Israel during the Exodus, God will “nourish” them, “for a 

time and times and half a time” 

i) How long is that? 

j) This form of speech is seen in Daniel, and refers to Daniels 70 weeks, as a week is a 

“time” then 2 more weeks are “times” and a ½ week would be “half time” 

k) Remember, we’re dealing with the last 3 ½ years of the Great Tribulation, or the last half 

of Daniel’s 70th week 

l) v. 15, Notice what the “serpent” does to persecute the “woman” as she flees to the 

wilderness, “So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, 

that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood.” 

m) v. 16, Notice what God does to protect the “woman” as she flees to the wilderness, “But 

the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood 

which the dragon has spewed out of his mouth.” 

n) Much like v. 10-12, I am not certain (and neither are others) of exactly what the “flood” 

shall be, and how the “earth” will absorb it 

o) This could indeed be a very literal event, but much of this chapter is symbolic therefore I 

tend to look for this description to be symbolic of “something” that will happen in that 

day 

p) The key point is that God supernaturally protects and delivers Israel from the “flood” 

q) v. 17 closes the chapter by telling us Satan is “enraged with the woman, and he went to 

make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have 

the testimony of Jesus Christ.” 

r) I wonder, do YOU, “have the testimony of Jesus Christ”? 

s) Let me close with the words of John Walvoord (READ p. 196, last paragraph) 

1) Taken as a whole, chapter 12 is a fitting introduction to the important revelations 

given in chapter 13. Here are the principal actors of the great tribulation with the 
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historic background which provides so much additional information. Israel, Satan, 

Christ, the archangel, and the godly remnant figure largely in the closing scenes of the 

age. Next the two principal human actors are introduced: the beast out of the sea and 

the beast out of the earth, the human instruments which Satan uses to direct his 

program during the great tribulation.1 

 

 
1 John F. Walvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Christ (Galaxie Software, 2008), 196. 
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