
 
 

July 17, 2022   ~   The Flame of Friendship  
 

OPEN 

 
Who is your best friend?  Why?  What sparked that friendship?  What is it that 
keeps the friendship fueled and alive?  Today, we explore the concept of 
friendship with God, which can reveal that are hearts are ablaze for Him. 
 
Last week we started a series to explore how we allow God to ignite and set 
ablaze our hearts through deeper and more meaningful engagement with 
Him.  In our sermons will explore several biblical characters to see how they 
encountered God and how they conversed with Him.  Today we are looking at 
the life of Abraham to see the flame of friendship. 
 
In our first message we noted that fire is an often-used picture in the Bible.  It 
helps to express the way which God connects with us.  Pentecost was a 
time when the promised Holy Spirit came to indwell believers. 
 
Fire also illustrates how we connect with God.  Unfortunately, “to be on fire 
for God” can be just a Christian cliché.   But as Wesley Duewel wrote, God’s 
“holy flame, is for all of us believers…It is to make us beautiful in goldy 
personality, radiant in disposition, and fruitful in life.”  (Ablaze For God, 
Zondervan, 1989)  So…to be “on fire for God” is something that only He can 
produce – yet we must participate.  Consider the Fire Tetrahedron… 

 
Oxygen – consuming indwelling – Acts 1,2 
 
Fuel – transforming encounter – Luke 24:32-35 
 
Heat – passionate zeal – Romans 12:11 
 
Reaction – gifted service – II Timothy 1:6 

 
 

In Romans 12:11 [MSG] we read, “Don’t burn out; keep yourselves fueled and 
aflame. Be alert servants of the Master.”  So, let’s consider the flame of 
friendship.  In our text we will see the initial way in which God kept Abraham 
“fueled and aflame”. There was a point of ignition, and then the fire and flame 
needed to grow. 
 

Perhaps you have heard the argument concerning arranged marriages.  In 
eastern countries the marriage starts “cold” but then “warms”.  The challenge 
is put that in the west, there is initial “warmth” to begin but it then “cools”. 
 
 

DIG 

 
We could survey the life and legacy of Abraham through much of Genesis.  
But today let’s read Genesis 12:1-8 where we can see four deepening 
spiritual stages in the life of Abraham.  Think of this as a fire in him which 
began in a very small way but then it grew stronger and more ablaze. 
 

 
1.  Called into covenant – v. 1 
 
Abraham (at this point, Abram) was called into uncertainty, from his 
perspective.  But from God’s point of view, He was calling Abraham into His 
divine plan and purposes.  Abraham had to adapt to God’s plan in many other 
ways as well.  Are we prepared to adjust our lives to fit God’s agenda?   
 

 
 

In Acts 7:2, in Stephen’s sermon, we find a summary of Abraham’s journey 
with God.  Considering Genesis 11:31 through 13:18 he traveled from Ur 
(Mesopotamia/Chaldea) to Harran; then to Canaan (Shechem, Bethel, 
Negev);  then to Egypt;  and back to Canaan (Bethel, Hebron).   
 
In Genesis 15 God established His covenant with Abraham which elicited 
faith.  In Genesis 17 God confirmed the covenant through the rite of 
circumcision.  Abraham’s journey with God was “the separation of faith”, wrote 
F.B. Meyer in his book Abraham: The Obedience of Faith (Morgan & Scott, 
1890, 16) that this was “not to merit anything, but because the heart has seen 
the Vision of God and cannot now content itself with the things that once 
fascinated and entranced it.” 
 

 



Interestingly, the Biblical record of Israel documents the struggle in living out 
this separation unto faithful friendship with God.  In Ezra 9:1-15, for example, 
we find the flame of friendship with God being restored through repentance 
over the failure to have marital separation from the pagan nations around 
them. 
 
Abraham’s calling welcomed him into friendship with God.  In James 2:23 we 
read, “And the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God, and it 
was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.” 
 
 
2.  Blessed with purpose – vv. 2-3  
 
Abraham had every right to expect great things from God, because God 
promised great things for Abraham!  God chose to use Abraham in an 
incredible way.  Abraham launched into his journey of faith with the assurance 
that God would bless him and use him to be a source of blessing to all 
mankind. 
 
In Genesis 12:2-3 is the “spark” of the blessing which is “fanned into flame” in 
Abraham’s other encounters with God.  The promise is:  name  nation  land  
redemption.  This is what authors Peter Gentry ad Stephen Wellum refer to 
as God bringing “kingdom through covenant.” (Kingdom Through Covenant, 
Crossway, 2012, 244) 
 
This blessing is not just conceptual; it actually carried Abraham through his 
life.  This divine purpose propelled and compelled him, even though he could 
only see it realized by faith.  Listen to the description of Abraham acting upon 
God’s promise as we read in Romans 4:18-20 and Hebrews 11:8-11. 
 
 
3.  Walking in obedience – vv. 4-5 
 
As we just noted from Hebrews 11:8, Abraham’s friendship with God allowed 
him to practice “going, not knowing.”  This is the walk of faith.  This is the walk 
of obedience. 
 
There was initial obedience in that Abraham got as far as Haran (11:31) and 
was there fifteen years until the death of his father Terah.  In verses 4-5 we 
read about implicit obedience as Abraham left Haran for Canaan.  Yet 
Abraham’s obedience had high and low points. 
 
In Genesis 12:10-20, Abraham fled to Egypt due to famine.  Could God not 
have provided for him in Canaan?  Abraham lied to the Pharoah about Sarah.  
Could God not have protected?  In contrast, Genesis 22 records an amazing 
act of obedience in which Abraham trusted God regarding the sacrifice of 
Isaac. 
 

John 15:14 connects obedience and friendship with God.  As the old Sunday 
School song reminds us, “O.B.E.D.I.E.N.C.E…obedience is the very best way 
to show that you believe” 
 
 
4.  Living to worship – vv. 6-8 
 
When Abraham went, he worshipped and honored God – it became part of his 
lifestyle.  We see this flame of worship developing in his dealings with Lot 
(chpt 13) and Melchizedek (chpt 14). 
 
Consider the commentary from Romans 4:20-21, “ Yet he did not waver 
through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his 
faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do 
what he had promised.” 
 
When we are called, and then grow in obedience to that call, we develop a 
lifestyle of believing and worshipping.  This is the lifestyle which is described 
in I Peter 2:9-12, “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who 
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”  God has called a people 
to Himself to bring Him worship and praise as a lifestyle! 
 

 

REFLECT 

 
Do you see how the fire grows?  Take some time to reflect upon your own 
journey with God in each of these stages? 
 

calling      blessing      obedience      worship 
 
Have you progressed through these stages?  Do you even recognize that 
God’s passion is to be in friendship with you? 
 
Do you find yourself in a lukewarm spiritual space like the church in 
Laodicea (Revelation 3:15-16)?  Today is the time to let God once again set 
your heart ablaze.  F. B. Meyer wrote,  
 

Wherever faith is, it is the link with Omnipotence; the channel 
for the Divine communications; the wire along which the Fire of 
Heaven may travel.  And as it is used according to the 
promptings of the Divine Spirit, and in obedience to his 
commands, it will grow.  It grew in Abraham.  It will grow in us.   


