
 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 
250 W. Decatur St. 

Decatur, Illinois  

(217) 423-7783 

www.felcdecatur.org 

 

We have a livestream option on our website!    

https://felcdecatur.org/live 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

July 17, 2022, at 9:30 am 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 

 

http://www.felcdecatur.org/
https://felcdecatur.org/live


First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

https://felcdecatur.org/live 

 

July 17, 2022, at 9:30 am 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 

PRELUDE  “Ancient Words” Band 

                                          

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS (WOV p. 10-11, left side) 

 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

To whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Most merciful God, 

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, 

I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

*ENTRANCE HYMN “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters” WOV #697 

 

 

 

https://felcdecatur.org/live


GREETING (WOV p. 28) 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE  (WOV p. 28) 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE  (WOV pp. 29-30)  

  

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray,  

Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares of 

our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: GENESIS 18:1-10a 

1The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at 

the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. 2He looked up and saw 

three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the 

tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground.  

3He said, “My lord if I find favor with you, do not pass by your 

servant. 4Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest 

yourselves under the tree. 5Let me bring a little bread, that you may 

refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have 

come to your servant.” So, they said, “Do as you have said.” 6And 

Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, “Make ready 

quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes.”  

7Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave 

it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. 8Then he took curds and 

milk and the calf that he had prepared and set it before them; and he 

stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

9They said to him, “Where is your wife, Sarah?” And he said, 

“There, in the tent.” 10aThen one said, “I will surely return to you in 

due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son.” 

Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
  



PSALM (Read Responsively)  PSALM 15 

 (Psalms begin on p. 339 ELW) 
 

 
1LORD, who may dwell in your | tabernacle? Who may abide upon 

your | holy hill? 

2Those who lead a blameless life and do | what is right, who speak 

the truth | from their heart; 

3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil | to their friends;   

they do not cast discredit up- | on a neighbor. 

4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who 
| fear the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do not 

take | back their word. 

5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take 

bribes a- | gainst the innocent. Those who do these things shall never 

be | overthrown.   



SECOND READING COLOSSIANS 1:15-28 
15[Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation;16for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, 

things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 

or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 
17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 

firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 

everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the 

blood of his cross.  

21And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil 

deeds, 22he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so 

as to present you holy and blameless and irreproachable before 

him—23provided that you continue securely established and 

steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope promised by the 

gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every creature 

under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel.  

24I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh, 

I am completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake 

of his body, that is, the church. 25I became its servant according to 

God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word 

of God fully known, 26the mystery that has been hidden throughout 

the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 

27To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles 

are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, 

the hope of glory. 28It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone 

and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present 

everyone mature in Christ. 

 Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   

 

 

 Children’s Message  Janice Isaacs 

 

 



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  "Thy Word" 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke 10:38-42 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*GOSPEL READING  Luke 10:38-42 
38Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on their way, he entered a 

certain village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her 

home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and 

listened to what he was saying.  

40But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so, she came to him 

and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all 

the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.”  

41But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and 

distracted by many things; 42there is need of only one thing. Mary has 

chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “Be Thou My Vision” WOV #776 

  

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (WOV p. 33) 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, 

the creation, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

A:  Ever-present God, in Christ you fill all things. As your church 

gathers to hear your word, share your meal, and receive your blessing, 

teach us to welcome others as we have been welcomed by you. Lord 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

A:  Through Christ you created all things, visible and invisible. 

Teach humankind to honor and protect all creation, including living 

things that remain hidden from our eyes such as air, atmosphere, 

molecules, and microscopic creatures. Lord in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 



A:  Through Christ you reconcile all things. Motivate those in power 

to end enslavement, dehumanization, or brutality of any kind.  Help 

us to protect and improve the lives of Indigenous peoples. Lord in 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 

A:  Through Christ you bring peace. Assure all who are worried and 

distracted by many things of your constant presence. Soothe those 

suffering in mind, body, or spirit. Sustain all who are afflicted and 

those who serve as caregivers. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

A:  In Christ you make your word fully known. Inspire First 

Evangelical Lutheran Church congregation to abide fully in your 

word as we sit at the feet of Jesus. Lord in your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

A:  In Christ you brought forth the firstborn from the dead. We give 

thanks for the saints you have gathered at your table. Gather us with 

them in your eternal glory. Lord in y our mercy, hear our prayer. 

P:  God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your 

Holy Spirit, we entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts 

into your holy keeping. Amen. 

* PEACE 

 

OFFERING “A Little House in Bethany” Band  

   

OFFERING PRAYER     (WOV p. 35, left side) 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (WOV p. 36) 

 

HOLY, HOLY (WOV p. 36) 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (WOV p. 37, right side) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (WOV p. 39, left side) 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those 

who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come. 

 

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” (WOW p. 39) 

 “Lamb of God” by Twila Paris Band  

 “Now is the Time” by Milt Scott Band 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE  (WOV p. 40) 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev’ryone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name. 

Send us with your promises, O God, and lead us forth in joy 

With shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia. 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (WOV p. 41) 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may abide in him 

and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, now and forever. Amen. 

 

*BLESSING FOR MILT SCOTT 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servant, Milt, who has, and 

continues to enrich this congregation.  We ask that you bless and strengthen him at this time of 

transition.  Day by day, guide him and give him what is needed, friends to cheer his way and a 

clear vision of that to which you are now calling him. By your Holy Spirit be present in his life 

and may he ever journey with the one who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

*BLESSING 

The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you the path 

of life this day and always. Amen. 

*SENDING SONG  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”  WOV #754 

 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*POSTLUDE  

 

 



Participants 

Presiding and Preaching Pastor Rita Augsburger 

Assisting Minister Dan Lynch  

Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist/Handbells Rick Strine 

Technical Director Jeremy Hahn 

Audio/Visual Mason Oliver/Jeremy Hahn  

Greeters Marilyn Oftedal / Pat Dalen / Dick & Donna Donahue  

Check-In Rick Strine / Jayne Svendsen  

Money Counters Jim & Judy Oettel / Gary and Carolyn Likins  

Band Members Marty Brilley / Matt Philips / Laura Philips 

 Carla Scott / Milton Scott / Rick Strine 

 

 

Prayer Requests  
Matt Andrews and Family, Brian Bauer, Linda Bauer,  

Dennis Cox, David Fyke, Paul Kopetz, Matthew Long, Jackie Murphy, Braden Paulson, 

Carolyn Renton, Susan Braden Scott, Mel Weinstein  

  

If you’d like to add someone to the Prayer Request list,  

please contact the office or Pastor Rita. 

 


