
 

 

First United Church 

 
 

Sunday, July 17, 2022 10:30 a.m. 
 

Purpose:  Building Relationships, 
Living God’s Transforming Love. 

 
Gathering 

 
Prelude:   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing          arr. Mark Hayes 
                      Nathan Martin, soloist 
   

Welcome, Acknowledgement of Territory, Announcements, and Lighting of the Candle  
 

• Introit Come Touch Our Hearts (verses 1 & 2)         MV 12 
            

• Call to Worship 
 

We gather here this morning  
seeking to ground our lives in your love.  

We gather here this morning  
knowing that you sustain all life on earth. 

 We gather here this morning  
to praise and worship God, the Creator.  

Fern Gibbard, Penticton U.C., Penticton, B.C 
 

• Hymn  God of the Bible                                                      MV 28       
 

• Prayer of Approach 
 

Creator God, we contemplate the vastness of your creation. We seek to grasp infinity and eternity, but 
our humanness restricts our vision,* and we, in awe, simply are left to wonder.  
We are one people, on one planet, in one universe, in the infinite kingdom of you.  
Nurturing God, the blessings of this home, this earth, are overwhelming. Nature satisfies hunger, both 
for food and for beauty. Gratitude abounds and we thank you.  
Our home is here, on this side of the spirit journey. Nature is your reflection and our teacher.  
Devoted Parent, we turn to our neighbours, our siblings on this planet Earth, and discover hearts that 
reflect our own confusion, our own faith, our own mistrust, and our own passion— and we know we are 
not alone.  
Blessed by you, we are part of each other and each of us is a part of you. We journey together in 
your light and thank you for love.  
Eternal Spirit, we are indeed your people, coming from and returning to you. Yet we discover that you 
are at our side all along.  
Though we are the blessed, we bless your name and celebrate your presence through all time 
and space. Creator, Christ, and Spirit, we proclaim your way, honour your truth, and journey in 
your light. Amen.  

Cheryl Stenson, Glebe Road U.C., Toronto, Ont 
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Scripture Lesson:      Amos 8:  1-12    (Lucy Case)  
       Luke 10: 38-42 
           Herein is wisdom. 
 Thanks be to God. 
                                                                    
Ministry of Music:   Let Justice Roll Like a River                     M. Haugen  

Nathan Martin - Soloist 
                                                                                                           
Sermon:  A God shaped hole 
        

•  Hymn Take My Life and Let It Be                        VU 506   
 
Time of Offering  
Holy One, when we consider the remarkable abundance that you have bestowed upon us, we are 
overwhelmed with gratitude. The world you have given us is a never-ending source of wonder, fulfilling 
the need of every creature. For the hungry, it gives food; for the thirsty, water. For those who are sad, it 
provides places of solace. And when we are empty, there is beauty to fill us. We come into your 
presence this morning awash in the grace of your bounty. We come to worship you, Creator of All. 
Amen.  

Susan Tyndall, Delburne U.C., Highway 21 Cluster, Delburne, Alta. 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Call to Prayer Come and fill our Hearts                         MV 16   
 

• Prayers of the People 
               
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father (and Mother), who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kin(g)dom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
for thine is the kin(g)dom, the power and the glory, 

            forever and ever.  Amen 
 

• Hymn Be Thou My Vision                                         VU 642 
           

• Commissioning and Blessing 

 
The covenant of God is with you and with all creation. The covenant is for life, for peace, for joy 
abounding for all God’s creatures, for earth, ocean, and sky.  
We will go in the love and goodness of God. We will go to proclaim God’s renewing power for 
all of creation. We will go to be God’s renewing power for all of creation.  

Robin Wardlaw, Toronto, Ont 
 

• Sung Amen Amen, Amen, Hallelujah, Amen         VU 974 

  
                                      (The light of Christ goes before us into the world) 
 
Postlude Fugue in G minor (Little) BWV 578            J. S. Bach  
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