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Theme:  Serve from a position of strength. 
 
Text:  Luke 4 
 
Here’s a thought:  Thomas Jefferson confessed, “I tremble for my country when 
I reflect that God is just; that his justice cannot sleep forever.” 
 
A young artist presented one of his works to a prestigious art exhibit, but the 
selection committee rejected it.  One of its members, however, the renowned 
landscape painter Joseph Turner, insisted that they include the young man’s 
work.  The others denied his plea, saying there was no room for it.  Turner said 
no more but quietly removed one of his pictures, replacing it with that of the 
budding young artist. 
 
A man named Isaiah lived about 700 years Before Christ.  He was probably 
born in Jerusalem to a family related to the royal house of Judah.  He spent 
his early years as an official of King Uzziah, and he went on to preach and 
prophesy for more than 40 years and through the reign of four more kings of 
Judah.  His promises and warnings did not turn the nation of Judah from its 
headlong rush toward destruction, but he faithfully preached the message God 
gave him until the very end.  According to Jewish tradition, Isaiah was sawn in 
half during the reign of the evil King Manasseh of Judah. 
 
Isaiah could have used his influence for political and economic gain.  Instead, 
he served from a position of strength.  Isaiah 61:1-3 records these words of the 
prophet: 

1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed 
me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour and 
the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide 
for those who grieve in Zion - to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead 
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise 
instead of a spirit of despair.  They will be called oaks of righteousness, a 
planting of the Lord for the display of his splendour. NIV 

 



Luke chapter 4 tells us that Jesus was asked to read the synagogue scroll with 
these words.  He quoted this passage in Isaiah 61, but only until the phrase, 
“to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”  He does not include the reference to 
“the day of vengeance of our God.”  Between His first and second coming is “the 
year of the Lord’s favour.” 
 

The Day of Vengeance is Coming 
 

 
 
The day of vengeance of our God is coming, and the Apostle Paul describes it in 
2 Thessalonians 1:5-10: 

5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will 
be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 6 
God is just:  He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give 
relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well.  This will happen when 
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful 
angels. 8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting 
destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the 
majesty of his power 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy 
people and to be marvelled at among all those who have believed.  This 
includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. NIV 

 
Looking ahead at the Second Coming of Christ should shape every day that we 
live.  It puts into perspective any decisions we make and any suffering we 
endure. People’s obedience or disobedience to the gospel or Good News of our 
Lord Jesus determines their eternal salvation or everlasting destruction.  When 
Jesus returns, He will return as Judge. 
 
Thomas Jefferson confessed in 1784, “I tremble for my country when I reflect 
that God is just; that his justice cannot sleep forever.” 
 
Paul expands on this concept of judgment in 1 Corinthians 6:1-6: 

1 If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the 
ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints? 2 Do you not know that 
the saints will judge the world?  And if you are to judge the world, are you 
not competent to judge trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we will judge 
angels?  How much more the things of this life! 4 Therefore, if you have 
disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men of little account 
in the church! 5 I say this to shame you.  Is it possible that there is 
nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between believers? 6 



But instead, one brother goes to law against another - and this in front of 
unbelievers! NIV 

 
Peter reminds us in 1 Peter 4:17-18: 

17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it 
begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the 
gospel of God? 18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what 
will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” NIV 

 
I was much harder on our children than other children.  Likewise, our 
Heavenly Father disciplines His children because He loves us and has high 
standards for us, which is why Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 5:12-13 that we 
are to judge sin within the church.  Yes, people who are not walking in 
obedience to Jesus are welcome in my life and our church.  However, Jesus 
calls us to make adjustments as we get to know Him and His ways.  As Jesus 
said to the woman caught in adultery in John 8:11, “Then neither do I 
condemn you.  Go now and leave your life of sin.” 
 
Life in the church community prepares us for the day of vengeance.  How we 
view one another as brothers and sisters in the family of God radically differs 
from how we view the world around us.  We help each other by calling one 
another to align our lives with the Judge’s will before we stand before Him so 
we will avoid His more serious correction or His withdrawal of our rewards 
later.  
 
My responsibility is to act justly, not to ensure the world is a just and fair place 
for everyone.  You and I have had wrongs committed against us.  Unless we are 
legislators in government, lawyers or police officers, our mission is not to make 
right all these wrongs in the world.  Instead, our purpose is to love mercy and 
leave justice up to the Judge of all heaven and earth.  Will you and I trust Him 
to look after this? 
 
The day of vengeance is coming.  Until then, Christ calls us to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favour. 
 

The Year of the Lord’s Favour is Now 
 

 
 
Take a step back and look at all of The Gospel of Luke, chapter 4.  In the first 
13 verses, Jesus is full of the Holy Spirit and led by the Spirit into the desert, 
where the devil tempts him for 40 days.  Each temptation thrown at Him 



appeals to self-gratification and power.  In verse 14, Jesus returns to Galilee 
and his hometown of Nazareth.  The synagogue attendant passes the scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah to Him.  After reading from Isaiah 61, He declares in verse 
21, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 
 
Everyone is amazed at Him, but then they stop themselves and ask, “Hey, wait 
a minute!  Isn’t this Joseph’s son?”  Jesus reacts to how they despise Him and 
rebukes them for their lack of faith.  He declares, “No prophet is accepted in his 
hometown.”  The people understood that the era of the Messiah would fulfill 
Isaiah 61.  They were looking for an impressive, majestic-looking Messiah – not 
a local yokel who was disinterested in what the crowds thought of Him.  The 
people of the synagogue quickly turn from amazement and speaking well of 
him to being so furious that they drive Him out of town and try to throw Him 
over a cliff. 
 
Luke chapter 4 is about power.  Jesus walked by the power of the Spirit into 
the district of Galilee and His home village of Nazareth.  People often gave 
visiting rabbis opportunities to teach, but many of the 1,600 to 2,000 residents 
of Nazareth already knew Jesus and were closed to thinking about Him in new 
ways.  The Nazarenes did not want Joseph’s son to set them straight.  The 
power that appeals to the devil, his demons and people will build upon self-
gratification.  The power of the Spirit moves us to serve others from a position 
of strength. 
 
A booster cable walks into a bar.  The bartender says, “I’ll serve you, but don’t 
start anything.” 
 
This introduction in Nazareth could have kickstarted Jesus’ political career.  
He could have started a campaign to oust the emperor of Rome.  Instead, He 
walked away from this plan and pursued the agenda of God’s kingdom: 

• to preach good news to the poor, 

• to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 

• to release the oppressed. 
 
Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit meet those bound up or poor in spirit.  
Jesus does not come to those who are so full they have no room left inside for 
Him.  He fulfills heaven’s priorities by preaching good news to the poor, driving 
out demons and healing the sick in the rest of Luke, chapter 4. 
 
Laying aside your power so you can serve in no way degrades or devalues you 
as a person. 
 
Paul explains in Philippians 2 that even though Jesus is God, He made Himself 
nothing and became a servant.  We find an example of this in John 13:3-5: 

3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that 
he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the 
meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 



After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ 
feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. NIV 

 
Jesus set aside the day of vengeance so He could demonstrate the year of the 
Lord’s favour.  He set the example and calls: 

• Wives to submit to their husbands. 

• Husbands to love their wives with tenderness. 

• Children to obey their parents. 

• Employees to serve their employers. 

• Leaders to serve their followers. 

• All of us to submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 
 
Using His power to serve others did not make Jesus less than God.  Likewise, 
using our God-given power to help others does not mean we are weak.  In fact, 
we proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour in such times.  The kingdom of 
heaven calls us to: 

• preach good news to the poor, 

• proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 

• release the oppressed. 
 

Charles Schultz’s Philosophy 
 

 
 

The following is the philosophy of Charles Schultz, the creator of the Peanuts 
comic strip.  You don’t have to answer the questions – just read through them 
and note what they have in common. 
1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world. 
2. Name the last five Heisman Trophy winners (most outstanding college 
football players). 
3. Name the last five winners of the Miss America pageant. 
4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize. 
5. Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best actor and actress. 
6. Name the last decade’s worth of World Series winners. 

 
How did you do?  The point is none of us remember the headliners of 
yesterday.  These are no second-rate achievers.  They are the best in their 
fields.  But the applause dies.  Awards tarnish.  People forget achievements.  
Accolades and certificates are buried with their owners. 
 
Here’s another quiz.  See how you do on this one: 
1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school. 



2. Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult time. 
3. Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile. 
4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special. 
5. Think of five people with whom you enjoy spending time. 
 
Is this second quiz easier?  The lesson:  The people who make a difference in 
your life are not those with the most credentials, money, or awards.  They are 
the ones that care. 
 
Seize your opportunities to help those less fortunate than yourself.  Such acts 
are acts of worship.  Such acts are chances to encounter Jesus and the power 
of the Spirit. 
 

The Day of Vengeance is Coming 
The Year of the Lord’s Favour is Now 
 
Serve from a position of strength. 
 

 
 


