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Archbishop of Canterbury joins provincial 
synod delegates on journey of reconciliation

Delegates from the 10 
dioceses of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Rupert’s Land 

rose to their feet at the sound of 
Indigenous drumming and song on 
the evening of Thursday, April 28 
in St. Alban’s Cathedral in Prince 
Albert, Saskatchewan, marking 
the opening worship service of the 
province’s 50th synod. 

The theme for this synod was 
"Truth and Reconciliation: Our 
Journey Toward Freedom in Christ," 
and almost every aspect of the 
gathering included Indigenous voices 
and participation around issues 
affecting Indigenous delegates. The 
Rt. Rev. Sidney Black, currently 

the interim national Indigenous 
Anglican bishop, preached the 
sermon Thursday evening, telling 
delegates that he senses something is 
about to happen. “There are exciting 
days ahead,” he said. He warned, 
however, against changes in the 

church that are merely “cosmetic.” 
“What is needed in our times,” 

he said, “is authenticity; not just 
numerical growth, but growth in 
spiritual depth.” 

Referring to Matthew 16:18, he 
said, “Jesus will build his church, 
in his own time, in his own way, in 
his love… Let us re-imagine social, 
political and religious structures 
so they may generate loving 
relationships.”

After the prayers of the people, 
Bishop Chris Harper of the Diocese 
of Saskatoon prayed in remembrance 
of the children who suffered in 
Residential Schools, and for those 
who never returned to their homes.

Harper led prayer again Friday 
morning, when delegates took time 

in the agenda to acknowledge the 
graves that have been recovered / 
discovered at Residential School 
sites across Canada. Then one of 
the Indigenous delegates shared 
some common Indigenous practices 
around grieving and spoke of his 
own experience with Residential 
Schools. He never went to one 
himself, but his siblings did.

“I used to wonder where the 
alcoholism came from,” he shared. 
“When my siblings were taken away, 
that’s when the alcoholism came. 
Those who stayed home didn’t get 
the love they needed.” His parents 
were hurt and angry, he said. “They 
lost the ability to be parents.”

Continued on page 7.

The Rev. SHELLY KING
Messenger Staff

Pictured left: the Most Rev. Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury, joins worshippers at St. Alban's Cathedral in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan at the closing service of the 50th Synod of the 
Ecclesiastical Province of Rupert's Land, May 1, 2022. Full story of the Archbishop's involvement at synod continued on page 6.

50th synod a "Journey Toward Freedom in Christ"

Sidney Black, interim national Indigenous 
Anglican bishop, preaches at 50th synod opening 
worship service, April 28, 2022.
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*Content Note: Sexual Misconduct 

Athabasca and Edmonton 
bishops (along with 
senior diocesan leaders) 

expressed “sadness and grief” in 
response to the announcement 
(published on https://www.anglican.
ca/) in April, by Archbishop and 
Anglican Church of Canada (ACC) 
Primate Linda Nicholls, that Mark 
MacDonald, formerly the National 
Indigenous Anglican Archbishop, 
had resigned and relinquished all 
exercise of ordained ministry due to 
acknowledged sexual misconduct. 

In separate pastoral letters to 
their respective dioceses, Bishop 
David Greenwood and Bishop 
Stephen London acknowledged 
the “devastating” impact of the 
experience on everyone involved. 
This news, they said, “profoundly” 
affects our Indigenous brothers and 
sisters, the Sacred Circle and the 
Anglican Council of Indigenous 
Peoples, as well as the national and 
international Anglican Communion. 
They asked for prayers first and 
foremost for the complainant, and for 
MacDonald and his family.

“This is a critical time in 
the further emergence of self-
determination with the recent 
presentation of the founding 
documents, The Covenant and 
Our Way of Life,” said London. He 
described the news as “heartbreaking 
for all who have known Mark 
(MacDonald) as a gifted and well-
loved bishop in our church, as well 
as a friend to many in our diocese.” 

“Sadly, sexual misconduct 
happens far more often than we 
know…” he said. “A February 2022 
open letter published by #ACCtoo 
(on Twitter and https://www.acctoo.
ca/), expresses deep concern about 
how people who report abuses to 
church leaders and structures are 
treated and listened to and how their 
confidentiality and personal details 
are shared. To date, more than 400 
people have co-signed this letter 
(including many from the diocese of 
Edmonton) calling on our church to 
adopt policies and approaches which 
are survivor-centered and trauma-
informed, rather than institutionally 
focused.

“Sexual misconduct is traumatic 
especially for those who have 
experienced assault and not been 
believed or acknowledged,” he said. 
“The topic brings up a whole host of 

powerful emotions: anger, sadness, 
grief, and fear…

“This is a watershed moment for 
the church. We are in a new season in 
which many of our sins and failings 
are coming to light. Because of this 
growing awareness, we must be very 
clear that manipulation and coercion 
by those in positions of authority – 
be it through sexual misconduct or 
otherwise – are not something that 
should ever be just ‘swept under 
the rug.’ Rather, these concerns 
need to be dealt with transparently, 
comprehensively, and with the needs 
of the complainant at the forefront.”

According to Bishop 
Greenwood, Athabasca diocese 
requires “All (people) in positions 
of leadership throughout our 
congregations to take our training 
on Regulation #10 (Sexual Assault 
and Harassment Policy for Church 
Employees and Volunteers) on a 
periodic basis.”

Bishop London said, Edmonton 
diocese has begun a comprehensive 
review and revision of its response 
to disclosure of sexual misconduct 
which will be completed by this 
summer. “We are also reviewing how 
we can further educate our clergy 
and volunteers across the diocese to 
create increased awareness of how to 
reduce the risk of abuse. We will also 
create ways to talk about these issues 
regularly…” 

Furthermore, Bishop Greenwood 
said the national House of Bishops, 
which met in April 4-8, is committed 
to taking further action by:

Reviewing diocesan policies and 
practices in light of the Safe Church 
Charter of the Anglican Communion 
by the end of 2022 (https://gs2019.
anglican.ca/cc/resolutions/a128/)

Inviting Mandy Marshall, 
Animator for Gender Justice for 
the Anglican Communion, to meet 
with the House of Bishops in the 
fall. Mandy is the former director of 
Restored (https://www.restored-uk.
org/) – a foundation that assists those 
dealing with abuse, especially in the 
Church.

Requesting a central web access 
for complainants – with the Safe 
Church Charter – on the national 
website. This will be a single point 
of contact for people to alert where 
possible instances of abuse may 
have occurred, which will then be 
forwarded directly to the diocese in 
question to ensure investigation and 
response with the appropriate police 
authorities, counseling, and victim 

services involvement.
Providing training for bishops 

on the effects of trauma and the need 
for trauma-informed approaches to 
misconduct allegations – 

“The church must be a safe place 
for all people if we are going to be 
true to the Gospel of Jesus Christ…,” 
said Bishop London.

“As People of Christ, Followers 
of His Way, we are not separated 

from the world, we are immersed in 
it and affected by it,” said Bishop 
Greenwood.

“…We are also called to work 
towards the healing of all who have 
been abused, including, perhaps, 
ourselves. This is hard but necessary 
work – and in Christ, all things are 
possible, especially good, loving, 
and healing things.”

Diocesan bishops address "devastating" impact of 
national Indigenous Anglican archbishop's resignation

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Edmonton Diocese Discerns 
Way Forward Together

The Diocese of Edmonton will 
come together for the 68th 
Synod on October 21 and 22, 

2022. All are invited to the opening 
eucharist service Friday, October 
21, 7 pm, at All Saints’ Anglican 
Cathedral. 

The word ‘synod,’ from Greek, 
means ‘together on the way.’ “More 
than a business meeting,” says 
Bishop Stephen London, “synod is 
a spiritual way of living together as 
Christians.” Representatives from 
across the diocese will pray together 
as a whole family of churches. “It 
is an opportunity to hear and learn 
about the ministries of different 
people and congregations. It is a 
place to discern the movement of the 
Holy Spirit in our midst…”

To help “orient the Edmonton 
diocese on the road ahead,” London 
has prepared a document which he 
describes as a “summation of my 
thoughts while travelling around the 
diocese, listening and praying with 
people.” It identifies themes which 
are “important as we move forward 
in faith,” as well as challenges of the 
Edmonton diocese, which in turn 
“give rise to the challenge of being 
the Church in this time and place.” 

All are invited to read Bishop 
London’s document on the diocesan 

website, and provide feedback via an 
interactive video: https://edmonton.
anglican.ca/news/together-
discerning-the-way-from-here

London hopes after reading 
the document members of the 
diocese will reflect on the following 
questions: Question 1) In your 
own experience, what resonated 
with you about the challenges of 
changing demographics, buildings 
and property, finances, spirituality 
and the sins of the church. Question 
2) What other significant challenges 
would you highlight for our church 
in the coming years? Question 3) 
What resonated with you about the 
themes of being An Inspired People, 
An Engaged People, A Just People, 
and A Collegial People. Question 
4) What didn’t resonate with your 
experience about the themes, and 
what would you say instead were 
our themes in the coming years?

Bishop London will use the 
input he receives to help craft the 
agenda for the 68th Synod in the 
fall.

“God calls all of us on this 
journey, and I need you to walk with 
me on the way,” he says. “Together 
we will listen and sound out what 
the Spirit is saying, and together we 
will respond.”

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor
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‘I’m not big on strategic 
planning.’

I had this thought while 
watching the flow of water over the 
Niagara Falls in early April. I had 
walked down to see the falls during 
a break from our National House 
of Bishop’s meeting. They are 
impressive! About 18 per cent the 
world’s fresh water is in the Great 
Lakes. If spread out, it is enough 
water to cover North America about 
a metre deep. Almost all of it goes 
over the falls. 

Every second, quintillions of water droplets, 
whether originating from deep within the Ontario 
hinterland or falling as rain right on the precipice, 
go over the falls synchronously and together make 
a hugely impressive impact.

Those drops share the common culture of 
always flowing downward. Solid water and water 
vapour have different cultures – but liquid water 
always flows downward.

There is a saying attributed to Peter Drucker, 
a management consultant who became famous 
for his writing in the early 1980s: “Culture eats 
strategy for breakfast.” He wasn’t saying you 
don’t need strategy, rather that success will always 
depend on the culture of an organisation.

Just like flowing water, we 
need a common culture. The 
Why workshops, which Benita 
and I have been facilitating, have 
unearthed the culture of every 
parish we’ve visited.

St. Helen’s, Fairview: “To 
worship God and support each 
other so that we support the 
community.”

St. Anne’s, Valleyview: “To 
live like Jesus so that all are 
accepted, supported, loved, and 

part of the family of God.”
St. Thomas’, Fort McMurray: “To have our 

lives changed by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
sharing God’s love so that we are exploring and 
serving the kingdom of God.”

St. Bartholomew’s, Grimshaw: “To serve so 
that people find relationship with God through us 
as Christ lives through us.”

… And our diocese’s Why: “To experience 
and share Christ’s love in all circumstances to all 
people so that the family of Christ, the kingdom of 
God, is further established.”

When I review the above, recognising only 4 
out of 23 congregations are represented so far, it 
seems to me a common theme, a shared culture 
if you will, is “to love.” While the phrasing is 

different for the local contexts, and needs are 
different, “to love” is at the basis of all we do.

When a drop of water is formed in the clouds, 
it falls downward. When it hits the earth, it seeps 
downward. When it joins a stream, it flows 
downward. When it hits a rock, it is diverted 
downward. When it goes over Niagara Falls, it 
plunges downward. An uncomplicated process, 
void of a grand strategy or plan, but with a shared 
culture. 

When we worship, let us decide “to love.” 
When we encounter someone in need, let us decide 
“to love.” When we make our strategies, our plans, 
our actions, let us decide “to love.” When we build 
relationships let us decide “to love.” When we find 
hardship, let us decide “to love.” When we share 
Christ, let us decide “to love.” We don’t need a 
complicated strategy or plan, but the shared culture 
“to love.”

When all those bazillions of water droplets go 
over Niagara Falls at once, the collective impact 
is awesome. When hundreds of Images of Christ 
in our diocese (us!) decide that everything we say 
and do is to love, the impact will be even greater. 
Christ leads us and blesses us with His love, so 
that our Father is glorified indeed. 

May it be so, in Jesus’ Name.
+David

Bishop's Corner
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Bishop DAVID GREENWOOD
Diocese of Athabasca

Impact of love more awesome than Niagara Falls

Creator, we give you thanks 
for all you are and all you 
bring to us for our visit within 
your creation. In Jesus, 
you place the Gospel in the 
center of this Sacred Circle 
through which all of creation 
is related. You show us the 
way to live a generous and 
compassionate life. Give us 
your strength to live together 
with respect and commitment 
as we grow in your Spirit, for 
you are God, now and forever. Amen.

This prayer comes at the beginning of a way 
of praying with scripture I commend to 
you called Gospel Based Discipleship. This 

spiritual practice is at the heart of the Indigenous 
Anglican Church, and it is a gift given to the rest 
of the church. It is at the heart of the meetings 
of the House of Bishops. Every day when we 

meet, we start with Gospel Based 
Discipleship. At the meeting of our 
Provincial Synod, we started every 
day with the practice of Gospel 
Based Discipleship. When I pray 
by myself, I use this practice once 
a day. But it is better as a group. 

What is Gospel Based 
Discipleship? It looks like a Bible 
study, but it isn’t. It looks like a 
program, but it isn’t. At the heart 
of this spiritual practice is an 
encounter with the Gospel. This 
is what makes it different. It is 

not so much about learning as important as that 
is. It is about a deep encounter with Jesus Christ 
within a community. This community is seen as a 
Sacred Circle gathered together around the Gospel. 
The Gospel is at the center of our lives and, as 
the prayer says, it embraces all of creation. The 
Gospel is a way of life. The Gospel calls us to live 
generous and compassionate lives. 

The format of Gospel Based Discipleship is 
quite simple. Usually, it is a gathering of a few 

people around a table or in a circle. It is good 
to have two or three different Bible translations. 
First, someone shares the Gospel reading for the 
day. Then each person takes a turn answering the 
question: ‘what words or ideas did you hear?’ Then 
someone else reads from a different translation. 
Again, everyone is invited to respond to the 
question: ‘what is Jesus (the Gospel) saying to 
you?’ The assumption is that Jesus is speaking 
to us today. Usually, this generates conversation 
around the table exploring what truth Jesus is 
speaking. And it will be different for each person 
around the circle. Finally, the Gospel is read again, 
and this time the question is: ‘what is Jesus (the 
Gospel) calling you to do?’ This is about action. 
Jesus sends us out into the world. 

God still speaks to us through the Gospel. 
Gospel Based Discipleship is a simple practice 
of gathering people around the Gospel and 
listening to what God is saying. You can find more 
information about the practice at 
https://www.anglican.ca/im/introgbd/

Blessings, 
+Steve

Gospel Based Discipleship prayer a gift to the Church

Caricature of Bishop Greenwood created by Alex Blasius 
and used at the Bishop's request.

Bishop STEPHEN LONDON
Diocese of Edmonton
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In his “thrice-yearly” 
message to members of 
the Athabasca diocese, 

published on May 8, 
Bishop David Greenwood 
shared a hopeful overview 
of diocesan finances and 
changes in the diocese. 

During the past two 
years and throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Bishop Greenwood said 
the Athabasca diocese 
“successfully transitioned 
out of a deficit position by 
cutting as many costs as we 
could and still function."  

The draft financial 
statement for 2021 showed 
income after expenses of 
$39,500, a much better result 
than the forecasted deficit of 
(-$75,933).

Given this new reality, 
Greenwood is directing 
Athabasca diocese which, 
he says, is now nearly 
“the leanest we can be,” 
to “invest in the stability, 
growth, and flourishing 
of our congregations and 
parishes.” 

The diocese is in this 
position, in part due to 
increased parish givings 
which were $25,000 higher 
than forecast," he said. 
As a result, “we were able 
to directly assist parishes 
in need on many fronts.” 

The diocese was also able 
to cut costs in the areas of 
travel, operations and office 
expenses. A diocesan synod 
was not held in 2021 and 
funding for Indigenous 
Ministry was reallocated 
“due to a variety of 
circumstances.” 

According to Bishop 
Greenwood, personnel 
expenses will be less in 
2022, as the Executive 
Archdeacon will retire in 
July, and the administrative 
assistant position has been 
reduced from full-time to 
part-time. Athabasca diocese 
is also planning to transfer 
its bookkeeping duties from 
in-house to the Diocese 
of Calgary, which has 
“graciously agreed to take 
this on for us.”

While the diocese’s 
assets did increase in 
2021, by $75,000, Bishop 
Greenwood stresses that 
“due to our extraordinary 
financial circumstances,” 
the diocese has not sent its 
annual gift to the National 
Church of $50,000 for two 
years. This year, however, 
the diocese intends to send 
its apportionment “in full.”

After advertising for 
a part-time administrative 
assistant, the executive 
archdeacon, dean and 
diocesan treasurer offered 
the position to Benita 

Greenwood. 
Bishop Greenwood 

noted he was not involved 
in the hiring process, and 
the following practices were 
implemented: 
• While the administrative 

assistant prepares the 
cheques, she has no 
signing authority and 
cannot dispense funds on 
her own volition;

• while she gathers and 
catalogues the office 
mail, she does not open 
anything specifically 
addressed to me as 
Bishop;

• The Bishop continues 
to keep all matters 
confidential.
"I pray that you 

will welcome our new 
administrative assistant and 
support her. I can vouch that 
she is friendly, helpful and 
wants you all to succeed in 
your ministries in Christ,” he 
wrote.

He also noted that 
several clergy members are 
transitioning to different 
roles either within or outside 
of Athabasca diocese. 
Both Archdeacon Terry 
Leer and Bishop Larry 
Robertson will retire this 
summer. Furthermore, the 
Rev. Fariborz Khandani of 
Christ Church in Grande 
Prairie accepted a position 
with the Anglican Church 

in Cochrane, Diocese of 
Calgary. 

“This is a lot of change 
to digest in a short period of 
time," he said. "Please join 
me in prayerfully thanking 
each of them for their 
ministry amongst us. Each 
has, in their way, represented 
the Image of God to us. We 
pray for their new journeys 

to be of great blessing for 
them and for those they 
meet in Christ.” 

The Athabasca diocese 
is planning its next webinar 
in May, as well as a youth 
canoe trip this summer 
for anyone in grades 7-12. 
Contact the synod office for 
more information. 

Athabasca's 2021 finances stronger than forecasted
Athabasca

One day a 
stranger 
walked 

into an Anglican 
Church… No, this 
is not the opening 
line of a joke. It 
actually happened. 
In a small, rural 
church in a town 
whose population 
is shrinking. 
A stranger—a 
newcomer—walked 
into an Anglican 
Church.

As he had 
previously promised, the incumbent 
had to change the liturgy on the fly. 
The following words and phrases 
were immediately banished from the 
service:

• “Let us pray;

• “The Creed is 
found…;
• “Let us sing hymn 
number…;
• “The Lord’s Prayer;
• “Holy Eucharist;
• “Bible.”

Other words and 
phrases were inserted:
• “Let’s talk with God 
about some things that 
really concern us;
• “We’re going to 
remind ourselves 
of what we actually 
believe;
• “Let’s praise God by 

singing a song;
• “Jesus himself taught us 

how to talk with God;
• “The Lord’s Supper;
• “We’ll read some of the 

lessons that believers in the 

past wrote for us.”
The invitation to wear a mask 

was extended. Page numbers were 
scrupulously announced. The 
invitation to receive the Lord’s 
Supper was made specific and clear. 
The text of the sermon was altered 
on the fly. The liturgical atmosphere 
was made as relaxed and as 
accessible to non-Anglicans as the 
incumbent could make it at the spur 
of that moment.  

These efforts were not because 
of a promise the incumbent made on 
Passion Sunday. These efforts were 
because:
• ‘Greater love has no one than 

this, than to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.

• ‘You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all 
your mind. This is the greatest 

and first commandment. And a 
second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbour as yourself. On 
these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets.’
Some of the identifying 

hallmarks of Anglican worship and 
practice must be sacrificed for the 
sake of love. We must figure out 
how far we can go in our search to 
fulfill our Great Commission:

• ‘Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptising them in the name 
of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have 
commanded you. 

• ‘And remember, I am with 
you always, to the end of the 
age.’

Sacrificing Worship Hallmarks for the Sake of Love

The Ven. TERRY LEER
Executive Archdeacon
Diocese of Athabasca

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Messenger Editor
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The Rev. Don 
Thompson, of Grande 
Prairie, began a new 

ministry as priest-in-charge 
of the Parish of St. Luke's 
in Beaverlodge on Easter 
Sunday. He is serving one-
quarter-time in the parish 
with a ministry focus of 
services two Sundays a 

month, weekly small group/
Bible study and reaching out 
to people who are unable to 
Sunday services to offer in-
home eucharist. 

Ordained ministry is a 
second career for Thompson 
who lived for more than 30 
years in Fort Nelson BC.  
In that time, he served in 
many different ways with 
St. Mary Magdalene Parish 
(Diocese of Yukon). His 

various roles included vestry 
member, treasurer, warden, 
licenced lay minister, deacon 
and priest.  Thompson also 
served as a lay delegate to 
diocesan, provincial and 
general synods, as well as 
on diocesan and provincial 
executive councils and the 
Council of General Synod.  
After leaving Fort Nelson he 
became rector of the Prairie 
Mountain Parish (Diocese 

of Brandon), a five-point 
parish just north of Brandon 
MB, and of St. Mark's, 
Dawson Creek (Diocese of 
Caledonia).

He is excited to be able 
to serve Beaverlodge where 
he will continue to utilise 
his gifts for God's mission. 
Welcome to the Rev. Don 
Thompson.

Athabasca

Second memorable Holy Week Bible Reading Marathon

Beaverlodge parish welcomes new priest-in-charge
Bishop DAVID GREENWOOD

Athabasca Diocese

The Rev. Don Thompson

The second annual 
Holy Week Bible 
Reading Marathon 

was hosted by Athabasca 
diocese on the Zoom video 
conferencing platform for 
100 continuous hours, from 
Passion Sunday, April 10 
to Maundy Thursday, April 
14. The marathon was also 
broadcast via Facebook 
Live.

More than 60 people 
from around the globe 
read for one hour at a time. 
Readers came online from 
Germany, Mozambique, 
South Sudan and Zimbabwe, 
as well as the US and 
all across Canada, from 
Newfoundland to Vancouver, 
Yukon to Calgary, Toronto 
and many places between. 
Some readers, after their 
first hour, chose to read a 

second, third or fourth time, 
such was their enthusiasm. 
All readers were encouraged 
to read from their favourite 
Bible version and in their 
language of choice. We 
heard the Bible read in 
English, French, German, 
Portuguese, Shona and 
Tagalog. 

Various denominations 
were represented by the 
readers. Archbishop Linda 
Nicholls, Anglican Church 
of Canada Primate, read 
early one morning from a 
place she was visiting in 
Saskatchewan. Archbishop 
Gerard Pettipas, of the 
Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Grouard-McLennan, read 
at 4 am. Bishop Wilson 
Kamani from the Diocese of 
Ibba in South Sudan came 
in to watch the marathon on 
two occasions and also read 
for an hour. The Diocese of 
Ibba is a partner diocese to 

the Diocese of Athabasca 
and Bishop Kamani has 
visited and has participated 
in an Athabasca synod 
before.

Participants expressed 
joy and thankfulness at 
being able to participate as 
the family of God reading 
His Word. One lady from 
the Toronto area, explained 
that she had been part of 
a similar initiative in her 
previous church. A Bishop 
was pleased to have the 
opportunity to read the 
Bible aloud for an hour 
to such an audience. One 
reader spent most of his 
hour competing with his 
cat which was intent on 
being heard. One participant 
took turns reading with her 
granddaughter.

As host of the marathon, 
Bishop David Greenwood 
kindly invited senior clergy 
at home and abroad. The 

Archbishop of Canterbury 
had other time constraints 
during Holy Week. 

A common question 
people have is ‘what 
passages will I be reading?’ 
As each new reader picks up 
where the previous reader 
leaves off, it is not possible 
to know until each person’s 
turn to read.

A volunteer followed 
along with each reader 
and displayed the book 
and chapter numbers at 
the bottom of the Zoom 
window. The first 40 hours 
were the hardest for the 
coordinators for lack of 
sleep. I must admit to having 
some difficulty in following 
Tendai, the reader from 
Mozambique who read in 
Portuguese, but I managed 
it okay, and was only a 
sentence or two slow in 
putting up the chapters.

Thankfully, people 

jumped in to read when a 
reader came in a bit late 
or when someone had a 
poor internet connection. 
For a small diocese like 
Athabasca, we are blessed to 
have such wonderful people 
devoted to sharing scripture 
in such a new and exciting 
way.

Several parishes and 
the diocese (athdio.ca) 
advertised the marathon 
on their websites. Here we 
were, people from across the 
world, sharing our love for 
God by reading His Word, 
in our own most meaningful 
way, with all who watched 
and listened.

So, next year, 2023, 
from Passion Sunday to 
Maundy Thursday, YOU are 
invited to be a part of the 
Bible Reading Marathon. 
Save the dates. We would 
love you to be a part of this 
endeavour.

Canon PETER CLARKE
Athabasca Editor

Easter Sunday Confirmation

Bishop David Greenwood confirmed several young people (pictured with Dean 
Jason Haggstrom, right) on Easter Sunday at St. James' Cathedral, Peace River.

For more information, 
including access to 
online services, both 
mid-week and on 
Sunday, please visit the 
diocesan website at 
www.athdio.ca or one 
of the following parish websites: 

• www.stjamespr.org
• www.

christchurchanglicangp.org 
• www.sttom.ca
• www.allsaintsanglican.ca
• www.parishnorthernlights.

org 
 
Or, search Facebook.com 
for: 

• The Diocese of Athabasca
• St. James Cathedral
• St. Mark’s High Prairie
• St. Thomas Fort McMurray
• Christ Church Grande 

Prairie
• St. Anne’s Church 

Valleyview
• All Saints Church Fort 

McMurray
• St. Peters Church Slave 

Lake
• Anglican Church of 

Athabasca
• St. Helen’s Anglican 

Church
• St. Bartholomew’s Anglican 

Church

Worship Online or In-person with 
Parishes of Athabasca Diocese
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Archbishop of Canterbury joins provincial synod 
journey of reconciliation

It is not every day that the head 
of the world-wide Anglican 
Communion drops in for a visit. 

So, it was a memorable moment 
(to employ a degree of British 
understatement), for delegates at 
the 50th Synod of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Rupert’s Land when the 
Most Rev. Justin Welby, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, took to the podium at 
the synod banquet. 

In her introduction of Archbishop 
Welby, Canadian Primate Linda 
Nicholls said it had struck her as 
a “God-incidence” when, having 
invited Welby to visit Canada with 
the work of reconciliation in mind, 
it turned out that his availability 
coincided precisely with the dates 
of the provincial synod where many 
Indigenous Anglicans would be 
present. The timing presented a 
unique opportunity for the head of 
the Church of England to connect 
personally with the issues of 
reconciliation in Canada and within 
the Anglican Church of Canada.

Archbishop Welby has 
significant experience in the work 
of reconciliation. He spent his 
first 15 years of ordained ministry 
in Coventry diocese where he 
served with Coventry Cathedral’s 
international reconciliation work, 
traveling to Africa and the 
Middle East. He has recently 
authored a book titled The 
Power of Reconciliation, 
which will be released in June. 
And, in July, he is scheduled 
to return to South Sudan, 
where he and Pope Francis will 
work together toward peace 
and healing among warring 
factions.

Welby has now also 
committed himself to the work 
of reconciliation alongside the 
Indigenous people of Canada. 
Prior to addressing delegates 
that Saturday evening, April 
30, Welby had spent the day 
at James Smith Cree Nation, 
about 60 kilometres east of 
Prince Albert, hearing the 
stories of Residential School 
survivors. There, he offered 
a full and heartfelt apology 
on behalf of the Church of 
England (see full text at 
archbishopofcanterbury.org). 

“Today will be burned 
in my memory,” he told the 
synod.

"What cuts my soul most is 
that the church has sinned multiple 
times. Those in the church who ran 
the (Residential) Schools sinned 
in not recognising the danger of 
the residential situation (that those 
who would use power to abuse 
the vulnerable would be drawn to 
such places); they sinned in not 
controlling what went on; and they 
sinned over so many decades not to 
admit it.”

Welby shared how deeply he 
was struck by the graciousness of 
the Indigenous people he had met 
that day. “It was more than one 
could ever expect,” he said. “Their 
graciousness is a gift to the Church. 
It is grace upon grace; the very 
nature of Christ. What this says for 
the Anglican Communion is that 
the First Nations, Inuit, and Mètis 
have a great lesson to teach: how 
to be Christ when one has suffered 
appalling injustices.”

Referring to scientific studies 
that show severe trauma affects 
people to their very DNA, passing 
on the effects through generations, 
Welby said, “What we have done is 
we have damaged people at a level 
that goes to the deepest level in 
them, which God put in them and 
created perfect. What a great sin that 
is — to mess with God’s creation at 
the heart of the human being.

“Reconciliation will only ever 
happen between the offender and 
those offended. It cannot be imposed 
from outside. And it requires deep 
repentance by the offenders. There 
is no reconciliation without sacrifice 
by the offender… for the Anglican 
Communion, the Church of England, 
there is a need to recognise the need 
for sacrifice.”

After he spoke, Indigenous 
synod delegates came up, one after 
another, presenting the Archbishop 
with gifts. Bishop Chris Harper of 
Saskatoon diocese offered a stole 

made from moosehide. For 
him, Welby’s visit and apology 
presented a significant moment 
in the journey of reconciliation 
and healing. “It is important 
that both those who have been 
hurt, as well as those who 
acknowledge that hurt, are able 
to meet in person; to look each 
other in the eye. That is where 
relationship begins.”

Bishop Annie Ittoshat of 
the Diocese of the Arctic spoke 
to Welby about the coming 
of Europeans to the area 
surrounding Hudson Bay, where 
she serves. “My people were 
hurt,” she said. “But there was 
blessing as well. People from 
your region brought the Word of 
God and we thank you for that.”

The next morning, 
Archbishop Welby preached 
at the worship service which 
marked the end of the provincial 
synod. Drawing from the Book 
of Common Prayer (BCP)
readings, he noted how each was 
written in turbulent times, and 
that today we live in turbulent 
times.

“These readings speak into 
insecurity, and the offer of Christ to 
us, the Church, the people of God… 
comes in the form of a question.

Welby said, “As human beings, 
our first question [when faced with 
insecurity] is ‘what will we do about 
it?’ And Jesus’ first question is, ‘who 
do you follow?’ 

“Ask the who question,” he said, 
“and the answer is Jesus… and we 
see that we can trust him because his 
love is poured out. 

“We learn this in the structures 
of the church, but the older and the 
bigger it is, the more human and less 
godly the church becomes. A right 
approach — we need structures and 
rules — becomes a wrong one where 
rules matter more than people. And 
then we become unloving… and 
that is the tragedy of the Residential 
Schools; the mystery of no-one 
objecting; the mystery of no-one 
saying, ‘this is outrageous!’”

“If we ask who first, not what, 
the answer is not taking children 
from their families and putting them 
in Residential Schools. Starting with 
who I follow, defines what I do in 
Jesus-shaped terms of perfect love...

“May God strengthen us to know 
who we follow, and in following, 
find out what we do.” (The full 
sermon is available on YouTube.)

The Archbishop visited two 
further locations, in Ontario on May 
2 and 3, before returning to the UK. 
He acknowledged there are things 
he does not have the power change, 
but promised to use his influence 
to promote the continued journey 
of reconciliation, and “to stand 
alongside and continue to learn 
from” the First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis of Canada.

The Rev. SHELLY KING
Messenger Staff

Pictured top: Bishop Annie Ittoshat tells Archbishop Welby, 
"My people were hurt, but there was a blessing, too." Above: 
Welby receives a moosehide stole from Bishop Chris Harper.

Archbishop Justin Welby preaching at St. Alban's Cathedral, May 1, 2022.
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Synod "Journey Toward Freedom in Christ" cont.
Continued from front page.

Bishop Adam Halkett of 
Saskatchewan diocese said some 
of the anger is being soothed as 
elders advise forgiveness, but it 
is a journey of healing. “We can’t 
walk that alone,” he said. “It affects 
generations.”

A “vibrant moment” in this 
journey of healing followed, as 
members of the Anglican Council 
of Indigenous Peoples (ACIP) 
presented a video titled The Sacred 
Circle: The Covenant and Our Way 
of Life. The work of decades, the 
video and the document behind it 
represent the next step in the process 
of Indigenous Anglicans finding their 
path to self-determination within the 
Anglican Church of Canada (ACC):

What you find here is a 
vibrant moment in a movement 
that is over 200 years old... (it) 
represents the fruit of prayer 
and hope that have been held 
dear by many Indigenous 
Christians over these death-
laden centuries. With ideas and 
practices that were held quietly 
in the dark days of the violent 
persecution by government 
and the institutional church, 
this is the public blossoming 
of the attempt to receive and 
live the Gospel of Jesus in an 
Indigenous way—Inuit, First 
Nations, and Mètis
The document, available at 

anglican.ca, will be presented for 
approval at the next Sacred Circle 
gathering. The only concerns raised 
at synod had to do with ways that 
non-Indigenous people might be 
involved and the need for even more 
Indigenous voices to be part of the 
process, especially the Inuit. 

This presentation was 
supposed to have been led by 
Mark MacDonald, who resigned 
as National Indigenous Anglican 
Archbishop on April 20, only 
eight days before the provincial 
synod, having admitted to sexual 
misconduct. When Primate Linda 
Nicholls spoke to delegates on 
Friday afternoon, she acknowledged 
“the deep sadness in the room.” 
She acknowledged the pain of the 
complainant, the pain of the ACIP 
and Sacred Circle who had worked 
closely with MacDonald, and the 
pain of MacDonald himself and his 
family. Encouraging those present 
she said, “I ask only that you support 
one another.”

Nicholls was then joined by 
other members of the Strategic 

Plan Working Group (SPWG), who 
gave delegates an opportunity to 
contribute to an ongoing discussion 
about the future direction of the 
ACC. Work so far has involved 11 
"listening groups" organised across 
the country by areas of interest 
(e.g., finance officers, lay youth 
and young families, congregational 
development and mission, etc.). So 
far, the SPWG has developed five 
“transformational aspirations” to 
guide the church going forward (see 
anglican.ca/changingchurch/).

Saturday morning brought an 
unexpected twist to the synod. 
Metropolitan Greg Kerr-Wilson 
joined meetings by Zoom, having 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
Bishop Sidney Black fell ill later that 
day. Business carried on, however, 
packed with elections, hearing, 
making and voting on resolutions, 
and discussing matters of importance 
to the province. Finally, on Saturday 
afternoon, delegates wrapped up 
their business and prepared for an 
evening banquet with special guest 
of honour, the Most. Rev. Justin 
Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Delegates from both Athabasca 
and Edmonton dioceses commented 
on a spirit of unity in this synod, 
saying it lived up to its theme:  
"Truth and Reconciliation: Our 
Journey Toward Freedom in Christ."

The Diocese of the Arctic 
welcomes delegates to the next 
provincial synod, to be hosted in 
Yellowknife, NWT in Spring 2024.

Archbishop Greg Kerr-Wilson, joins the synod virtually, having tested positive for COVID-19. 

Bishop Sidney Black, accompanied by members of the Anglican Council of Indigenous Peoples, 
explains the development of The Sacred Circle: Our Covenant and Our Way of Life.

Edmonton delegates pose for a picture Saturday evening. From left: Richard King,  
Cathy Armstrong, Bishop Stephen London, Chelsy Bouwman, Ian Bowden and Shelby Cook.

Key positions elected at the 
50th synod of the Ecclesiastical 
Province of Rupert's Land 
include: 

• The Most Rev. Greg Kerr-
Wilson, re-elected as 
Metropolitan of the province 

• The Rev. Iian Luke, re-elected 
as Prolocutor 

• The Rev. Derwyn Costinak, 
elected as Deputy Prolocutor

Each of the 10 dioceses in 
the Ecclesiastical Province of 
Rupert’s Land must have at least 
one representative to Provincial 
Executive Council: 

• Appointed for Athabasca - 
The Rev. Danielle McKenzie  

• Appointed for Edmonton - 
Ms. Cathy Armstrong

Edmonton youth delegate, 
Ms. Shelby Cook, was elected to 
the Provincial Panel. Members 
of the panel are called upon to 
assist in the process of electing a 
new bishop when elections are 

held in a diocese other than their 
own.

Athabasca delegate, Bishop 
David Greenwood, was elected 
to the Ministry Committee.

From the Provincial Synod Ballot Box

The vote for Deputy Prolocutor was unexpectedly competitive. The first ballot was a three-
way tie, the two top candidates on the second ballot tied and one was removed, and the 
third ballot was again a tie, before the matter was finally resolved on the fourth ballot.
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Primate Linda Nicholls leads delegates through a discussion of five 
“transformational aspirations” developed by the Anglican Church of Canada (ACC)
Strategic Planning Work Group with the goal that the ACC be a "healthy church 
that: 1) invites and deepens life in Christ; 2) champions the dignity of every 
human being, working to dismantle racism and colonialism; 3) embraces mutual 
interdependence with the Indigenous church through Sacred Circle; 4) nurtures 
right relationships among people of faith in local, national and global communities 
and networks; 5) stewards and renews God’s creation, protecting and sustaining 
the earth and pursuing justice and mercy for all."

Provincial Synod

On the second full day of 
provincial synod, delegates 
were given time for 

conversation and consideration of a 
name change for the province. The 
current name, The Ecclesiastical 
Province of Rupert’s Land, is closely 
tied with the European colonisation 
of what is now Canada. His 
Highness Prince Rupert of the Rhine 
was first cousin to King Charles 
II of England and proved himself 
astute in backing the first trading 
venture into what is now the Hudson 
Bay area. The venture proved so 
successful from the King’s point 
of view that he awarded Prince 
Rupert and his fellow adventurers 
the Royal Charter in 1670, 
granting the Hudson Bay Company 

“ownership of all land drained by 
the rivers flowing into Hudson Bay. 
Henceforth known as Rupert’s Land, 
this area covered approximately 
40 per cent of modern Canada.” 
(HBCHeritage.ca) 

Many Indigenous delegates 
find the name “disturbing.” Bishop 
Annie Ittoshat, who serves on the 
northeastern tip of Hudson Bay, 
recalls stories of Indigenous trappers 
who were required to provide a 
quota of animal pelts representing 
weeks or months of labour in return 
for a container of flour. “That’s a 
cheat,” she said. "God the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit should receive 
the glory, not a person, especially 
in light of the harm and pain of the 
past.”

Two ideas surfaced in regard to 
a new name: Ecclesiastical Province 
of the Northern Lights or, in a 
similar vein, Ecclesiastical Province 
of Aurora Borealis. 

Bishop Larry Beardy described 
lying on the ground and looking up 
at the northern lights. “You have a 
feeling of being encompassed by 
them; drawn into them. They have 
a very spiritual meaning for us,” he 
said.

Discussion about a new name 
will continue. Meanwhile, delegates 
voted overwhelmingly to move 
forward with the research needed 
to make a name-change official, 
considering documents may have 
to be changed not only with the 
Anglican Church of Canada, but also 

with the Government of Canada. 
The question will then be dealt with 
at the next provincial synod.

Province of Rupert's Land Moves Toward Name Change

"Transformational 
Aspirations" Provide 

Direction of Travel for 
National Church

Prince Rupert of the Rhine: 1619-1682

Inspired by provincial synod, three delegates from the Diocese of 
Athabasca share their thoughts about what they found most important in 
the four day conference: 

The most important takeaway for me was the feeling of unity and the 
dedication of delegates to listen to each other, intently. It seemed that our 
Indigenous brothers and sisters were truly searching for meaningful ways 
to help their non-Indigenous brothers and sisters understand their history, 
their pain and their needs. It seemed that the non-Indigenous members were 
committed to learning, to opening their hearts and minds (and ears!) in order 
to find ways in which we can all journey together.
The Rev. Deacon Danielle McKenzie

It is all one big impression of the First Nations, Métis and Inuit people; 
the sorrow of stories that comes from experiencing trauma from the 
Residential School system; the sense of unity in Sacred Circle; the pride in 
their way of knowing God, Christ and how it is all connected to their culture 
and identity as people. I was struck by the realisation that it is my most 
important mission to say, 'I see you.' I want to keep reminding myself to say, 
'I hear you. What do you need from me to make healing happen?'
The Rev. Deacon Karen Kovacs

The most important thing I perceived was the intent of people to 
respectfully hear each other and embrace the need to partner with our 
Indigenous relatives in their journey towards healing, and our mutual journey 
to reconciliation. I think the people of the synod lived up to its theme by not 
only listening and praying together, but also committing to take this work 
back to their home dioceses.
Bishop David Greenwood

Athabasca Delegates 
Inspired

Delegates from Athabasca diocese, pictured from left: Karen Kovacs, Bishop David 
Greenwood, Benita Greenwood, Kevin Pederson, Candace Mahaffey, Kathryn Pederson, 
Danielle McKenzie, Blessing Shambare, Willi Whiston.

The Province of Rupert’s Land, stretched 
over nearly 6.5 million square kilometres of 

land, is geographically the largest of the four 
ecclesiastical provinces in the Anglican Church 
of Canada. It includes 10 dioceses: Athabasca, 

Edmonton and Calgary (in Alberta), Qu’Appelle, 
Saskatoon and Saskatchewan  

(in Saskatchewan), Brandon, and the Diocese 
of Rupert’s Land (in Manitoba), the Indigenous 

Spiritual Ministry of Mishamikoweesh  
(in northwestern Ontario and northern Manitoba), 

and the Diocese of the Arctic (Northwest 
Territories, Nunavut and Nunavik  

in northern Quebec).
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Living Spirit United Church, in 
partnership with All Saints’ 
Anglican Church, offered 

the Blanket Exercise to the Drayton 
Valley community on the evening of 
April 20. Twenty-six people learned 
the history of Indigenous peoples in 
Canada by participating together in 
the interactive, educational program. 
It was an exercise many said they 
would not forget. Participants 
explored the nation-to-nation 
relationship between Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous peoples in 
Canada, how this relationship has 
been damaged over the years, and 
what can be done to work towards 
reconciliation.

Facilitated by Wilson Bearhead 
and his daughter Seneca Dueck, 
the session began with a moving 
narration of the history of Indigenous 
peoples on Turtle Island (Canada). 
The history of colonisation includes 

The Doctrine of Discovery and 
terra nullius, disenfranchisement, 
assimilation, cultural genocide, 
Residential Schools, the Sixties 
Scoop, and missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and girls.

After the exercise, people were 
given an opportunity to speak about 
their experiences in a sharing circle. 
Many were moved to tears. 

“Everyone’s breath is sacred. 
When the people around us, who we 
work with, and love, speak from the 

breath of life, we want to listen to 
them and make sure that we respect 
their words,” said Bearhead.

Support for this event was 
provided by the United Church of 
Canada’s Justice and Reconciliation 
Fund. The space was offered by All 
Saints’ Anglican Church. 

Dianne Nikiforuk, council chair 
of Living Spirit United Church, is 
thankful for this shared ministry: 
“This partnership has made a 
difference in the community. Both 

churches look forward to new 
possibilities to partner and live out 
God’s light and love in this corner of 
the world.”

Holly Cook is a member of All 
Saints’ Anglican Church in Drayton 
Valley, and is finishing her program 
in Native Studies with the University 
of Alberta. She is the recipient of 
the summer 2022 internship to the 
Beaver Lake First Nation with the 
Engage North organisation of the 
University of Alberta.

Social Justice

Women wore red ribbon 
skirts to a prayer 
service at All Saints' 

Cathedral on May 5, the National 
Day of Awareness for Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous People. Joanne 
Jones was invited to lead a smudge 
and prayers for the circle of people 
gathered in the chapel including 
members of the Edmonton diocese's 
Indigenous Ministries Team, Bishop 
Stephen London, and community 
members who lit candles to honour 
and remember loved ones. The group 
then walked to Churchill Square to 
join the awareness march through 
downtown Edmonton.

"The words of our church are 
only as valuable as the actions of all 
of us. Thank you all for being here. 
We'll pray together and we'll walk 
together," said the Very Rev. Alex 
Meek, rector of All Saints' and Dean 

of Edmonton.
“Red Dress Day draws attention 

to the greatly disproportionate 
numbers of Indigenous women, girls, 
and two-spirited people who are 
murdered or go missing in Canada, 
often in connection with gender-
based exploitation and violence,” 
said the Rev. Canon Dr. Scott 
Sharman, Canon to the Ordinary for 
the Edmonton diocese, in an online 
reflection. “The prevalence of this 

problem reveals a deeply embedded 
systemic evil in this country, 
which ties racism, misogyny, and 
colonialism all into one. This is an 
injustice all Canadians including 
people of faith, must pay attention to 
and continue to cry out for change.”

The ribbon skirts were made by  
25 women at a workshop led by 
Noella Steinhauer. They gathered 
at All Saints’ Cathedral on April 23 
for a day of learning and sewing. 

Together in circle they learned from 
Steinhauer about the importance of 
the ribbon skirts. 

“It (the ribbon skirt workshop)
was a day filled with the creative 
energy, prayer, conversation and 
laughter of women,” said Fiona 
Brownlee, Diocese of Edmonton 
Aboriginal and Rural Churches 
Liaison.

Red Dress Day service participants walk their talk
MARGARET GLIDDEN

Edmonton Editor

Led by Gloria Rogers, a member of the Immanuel, 
Wetaskiwin Reconciliation Team, a group of 
parishioners gathered in Jubilee Park to hang red 
dresses to remember the Indigenous women, girls 
and two-spirit folk who are missing or who have been 
murdered. The reconciliation team held a memorial 
at the Wetaskiwin Peace Cairn on May 5. In the city of 
Wetaskiwin, the four First Nations of Maskwacis and 
across the country, red dresses help break the silence 
around the issue of missing and murdered Indigenous 
people. Together we will not forget, nor will we be 
silent. Submitted by Fiona Brownlee, Diocese of 
Edmonton Aboriginal and Rural Churches Liaison

Immanuel Reconciliation Team Marks Red Dress Day

HOLLY COOK
All Saint's, Drayton Valley

Shared ministry brings Blanket Exercise to Drayton Valley

Left: Cynthia Cook reads part of the blanket exercise script with Wilson Bearhead facilitating; right: the exercises ends in a sharing circle.

Participants light candles in the Cathedral chapel, then join awareness march to Churchill Square in downtown Edmonton.
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Bishop Stephen London of 
the Anglican Diocese of 
Edmonton presided over 

the deconsecration service of St. 
John the Baptist Anglican Church 
in St. Paul on April 27.

Described as a “little church 
with a big heart,” the service was 
emotional for the small group of 
12 gathered within its walls for the 
last time. 

“We don’t always understand 
why there is a to and a fro, why 
there is a growth and why there is 
a diminishment. There is only one 
thing, ultimately, that is eternal, 
and it is God, and Jesus Christ 
and the Holy Spirit – the Holy 
Trinity who created all things and 
has called us to this moment to be 
together, to celebrate together and 
to know that this beautiful parish 
of St. John the Baptist had its 
season,” Bishop London said.

“People loved here, prayed 
here, sang and worshiped together 
here. Nothing that we are doing 
today diminishes or takes away any 
of that, because that is what people 
of God here in St. Paul were called 
to do and to be.”

The deconsecration of the 
church became necessary as 
congregation numbers dwindled 
over the years and regular services 
were no longer being held. Today’s 
Anglican worshippers, from both 
the St. Paul and Bonnyville area, 
travel to St. John the Evangelist 
Anglican Church in Cold Lake for 
Sunday services presided over by 
the Rev. Donna Gauthier. 

The church was moved to 
St. Paul in August 1959 
from the Rife district in 
the MD of Bonnyville 
when local Anglicans 
needed a building in 
which to worship

The Rev. Christopher 
Cook, who spent some 
time in St. Paul and is 
now the rector of All 
Saints’ Anglican Church 
in Drayton Valley, 
compiled a history of 
the church telling of 
how it was built in 
1936 on land donated 
by the Destrube family 
in the Rife area. Through the 
ensuing years the church served 
congregation members on that site, 
from Bonnyville, St. Paul, Therien, 
Flat Lake, Glendon, Hoselaw and 
Gurneyville, until 1947 when 
changes in demographics and 
a shortage of clergy closed the 
church.

The first service in St. Paul was 
conducted by the Rev. Clenneth of 
Frog Lake in October 1959. 

“Thirty people, among them 
friends and former parishioners, 
packed the church which seats 20 
in its pews, on October 17, for a 
service of rededication with lunch 
served by the members of the 
congregation held in the basement 
hall following the service,” Bishop 
London said in reading from the 
history.

One-by-one, those present 
for the final service shared some 
of their memories of their little 
church, what it meant to them, and 
how it brought them together in 

times of joy and in sorrow.
“This church has some 

wonderful memories for me,” 
Gauthier said. “There’s something 
about churches like these . . . It’s 
more than just a memory though, 
it’s a feel – it’s that love, it’s 
everything. Your life comes about 
and forms in these churches in 
these small parishes… I can only 
describe it as the Holy Spirit being 
upon us, walking with us here in 
those wonderful times of life – the 
beginnings and sometimes, of 
course, the ending.”

Cook was overcome with 
emotion as he spoke of the 
memories he and his family have 
of the church and the significance 
it played in their lives during their 
time in St. Paul.

“I could not sum up my 
experience here in just a few short 
words so I will share some of the 
most important takeaways that I 
took with me in leaving St. John 
the Baptist,” Cook said, describing 
the church as having been small 

in numbers but “great in the love 
of the God that was here for many 
people.” He went on to say, “Every 
person is so precious who comes 
through these doors and that value 
I will always have with me.”

“To many of us, this building 
has been hallowed by cherished 
memories and we know that many 
of us will suffer a sense of loss,” 
Bishop London said before reading 
from the deed of deconsecration. 

“This place heretofor a 
holy place and sacred to the 
preaching of God’s holy word 
and administration to his holy 
sacraments is hereby pronounced 
secular and unconsecrated.”

With the official signing of the 
book of record by Bishop London, 
Gauthier and Cook, the final 
chapter of the little white church in 
St. Paul was closed.

What is to become of the 
building is yet unknown, although 
Bishop London said it will likely 
be sold.

Parish Life

Anglican Bishop presides over deconsecration of “little 
church with a big heart”

CLARE GAUVREAU
St. Paul Journal

A small group gathers to share memories at the deconsecratiion of St. John the Baptist, St. Paul. 

Join the Edmonton diocese as 
we celebrate the return of Fr. 
Michael Lapsley SSM this 

September, as part of our continued 
commitment to reconciliation.

Fr. Michael Lapsley founded the 
Institute for Healing of Memories 
(IHOM), in 1998, to work in 
parallel with South Africa's Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission, 
providing a community-based 
method to discover our common 
humanity and address wounds and 
traumas. The IHOM now works 
around the globe to facilitate healing 
and reconciliation among people 

(see healing-memories.org).
Fr. Michael is also the Canon 

for Healing and Reconciliation for 

the Diocese of Edmonton. He has 
visited our diocese several times, 
and is working with a small team 
here to build local reconciliation 
initiatives.

We are planning several events 
with Fr. Michael this September. 
Please consider joining in:

Tuesday, September 20 to 
Thursday, September 22: Healing 
of Memories Residential Workshop 
led by Fr. Michael and a local 
team. Participants will have the 
opportunity to experience the 
Healing of Memories method and 
tell their story in a safe, supportive 
environment. Limited space 
available.

Friday, September 23 to 
Saturday, September 24: Facilitator 
Training. Join our team of workshop 
facilitators as we build this 
important ministry here. Participants 
must have attended at least one 
Healing of Memories Workshop 
(either at another time or the one 
earlier in the week).

Saturday, September 24: Public 
event: Courageous Conversations 
with Fr. Michael, hosted by St. 
Faith's Anglican Church.

For more information or to join 
the waiting list for the workshop or 
facilitator training, please contact 
the Rev. Stephanie London at 
healingofmemoriesedmonton@
gmail.com.

Edmonton Diocese to Host Healing of Memories Workshop
The Rev. STEPHANIE LONDON

Healing of Memories 
Diocese of Edmonton

Fr. Michael Lapsley SSM during a 2018 visit.



11  THE MESSENGERJUNE 2022

On a Thursday morning at 
Canterbury Manor, a steady 
stream of seniors enters 

the lounge, one-by-one, to take part 
in a worship service. Following 
each other in, some are pushing 
walkers, they find a comfy chair and 
wait for the service to start. There 
is music coming from the corner 
where pianist Joy Berg, also the 
music director at the Anglican Parish 
of Christ Church, Edmonton, sits 
straight and tall, happily playing at 
the keys.

In a soft voice, the Rev. Colleen 
Sanderson, Canterbury’s new 
Spiritual Care Chaplain, greets each 
resident with ‘Hello, how are you 
this morning?’

In normal times, worship 
services would be held inside 
Canterbury’s on-site chapel. But 
today the lounge will have to do as 
the chapel inside Canterbury Court 
is closed due to COVID health 
concerns. 

Nonetheless, that doesn’t stop 
those here on the independent living 
side of the building from praying 
together. Today is the first time since 
the start of the pandemic that the 
residents are able to receive Holy 
Communion and they are delighted.
There are so many firsts, and new 
faces inside Canterbury these 
days. Sanderson who is only one-
month into her role at Canterbury 
Foundation, knew this is where she 
wanted to be.

“When I was first ordained and 
a curate at Christ Church, I visited 
some of the parishioners that were 
here at that time. I was always so 
struck by this welcoming community 
with a real feeling of home. It was 
different from any of the other long-
term care facilities I had been at in 
the city. Now that I’m formally the 
Spiritual Care Chaplain here, I love 
that this is one big community and 
the residents really have a voice in 

how that plays out. That’s unique 
and it’s really drawn me into this 
community.”

Sanderson was first called to 
an active role in the Edmonton 
diocese in her youth. As a teen she 
participated in summer camps and 
youth ministry, even contemplating 
ordained ministry. But she was first 
drawn to a career in teaching. She 
earned an education degree and 
taught for many years in Beaver 
Lake and on the Driftpile Reserve, 
then many years in Wetaskiwin. 
During her teaching career she 
sometimes struggled. While on the 
Camino de Santiago pilgrimage in 
Spain she contemplated whether she 
should leave teaching. “Where is 
God calling me?” she asked herself.

“Not long after I went on the 
Camino, I attended an ordination. In 
the Anglican Church when someone 
is ordained, they lie prostrate on the 

ground. We then pray for the Holy 
Spirit to come and there is a moment 
of absolute silence in the church. I 
heard God’s voice very clearly tell 
me, ‘Someday that will be you.’ I 
even turned around to see is there 
was anyone behind me and, of 
course, there was no one there.”

A few years later, she received a 
call from the Bishop of her diocese 
out of the blue. Sanderson told her 
the story of how she had heard God’s 
voice, and the Bishop agreed she 
should apply to seminary. 

She spent three years in seminary 
in Toronto training to be a priest, 
worked in a hospital, and served in 
many communities. Eventually, she 
was appointed rector of St. Michael 
and All Angels 'Anglican Church in 
Edmonton, which she still serves, 
in addition to visiting and offering 
communion at six other long-term 
care centres. 

“I enjoy doing ministry with 
seniors,” she says. “I’ve been really 
concerned about seniors during the 
pandemic and everything going 
on inside so many long-term care 
facilities across Canada. I think 
seniors are an amazing gift to 
communities, yet we often shut them 
away. It’s important we hear their life 
stories. When I saw the position here 
at Canterbury, I thought I could be of 
help and service to the residents and 
staff at a really difficult time.” 

Since arriving at Canterbury, 
Sanderson has spent time ensuring 
every resident is visited by someone 
each day. She has provided support 
for a family who lost their mother 
unexpectedly, and has plans to 
implement a unique worship 
service inside the newly expanded 
Canterbury Lane where residents 
receive memory and dementia care 
support unlike anything else offered 
in Edmonton. She also hopes to 
provide spiritual support for the staff 
who have worked tirelessly through 
COVID, and help them prepare 
families for end-of-life conversations 
and experiences. 

“I would like to develop spiritual 
programs for the staff. For example, 
I am organising a blessing of hands 
for all the staff. We use our hands to 
do ordinary tasks, and God takes the 
ordinary and through his blessings 
makes it extraordinary for those we 
serve.”

Most of all, Sanderson will try 
to support the strong community of 
Canterbury residents, families and 
staff.

In the later stages of life, 
Sanderson says, “it is so important 
to have healthy community. I love 
journeying with people through high 
moments and low moments, from 
birth until death. It is a privilege to 
be invited into that space to journey 
with people.” 

For more information about 
Canterbury Foundation, visit 
canterburyfoundation.com .

New Canterbury chaplain supports seniors' spiritual health
Community

CATHERINE BANGEL
Canterbury Foundation

Colleen Sanderson presides at Holy Communion, the first at Canterbury Manor since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began in 2020.

Bishop Stephen London led 
the Cursillo community in a 
commissioning service for 

our secretariat on April 22. He shared 
an awesome and very inspiring talk. 
Thirty-eight people joined us for the 
service at St. Timothy's Anglican 
Church in Edmonton. It was great 
to have so many come and show 
support for our members.

Following the service we 
had coffee and snacks, but the 
best part was reconnecting 
with everyone in person after 
more than two years. It is so 
refreshing to welcome new 
members to Cursillo. Cathy 
Ponech has joined us as music 
director and Jenny Stuart has 
volunteered for the position of 
registrar/treasurer. The year is 
promising to be awesome.

Bishop Stephen commissions members of Cursillo Secretariat
JANIE SEGUIN

Cursillo Communications Chair
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I am not entirely sure how to share 
this book of mediations with you. 
I believe, like scripture, this book 

will meet you where you are, in time 
and place; where you are emotionally 
and spiritually. 

It is my hope that if you are 
not already familiar with Richard 
Wagameses’ writing, this book will 
encourage you to read further. His 
novels are extremely good, but 
Embers: One Ojibway’s Meditations 
I believe, is a gem. 

After a challenging life, 
Wagamese died in 2017. He was 
removed from his parents in the 
1960s. This was a time when many 
Indigenous children were removed 
from their birth families. His parents 
and extended family had experienced 
the trauma of Residential Schools. 
After being in several foster homes 
he was adopted at age nine. His 
adoptive family was abusive and 
denied him access to his culture. 

By age 16, Wagamese was living 
on the street and had addictions. But 
also at this time he spent extended 
periods reading in libraries. He 
was schooled through books and 
mentors. Wagamese had little formal 

education, but through 
these books and mentors 
he gained wisdom and 
faith. He began to write 
for newspapers and over 
time to write books. At 
age 23 he was reunited 
with his birth family. 

As I briefly summarise 
the seven chapters of 
this book, I recognise 
that what speaks to me will not 
necessarily be what speaks to you. 

“Stillness” is the title of the 
first chapter in Embers; it really 
speaks to meditation. Wagamese 
writes that he is surrounded by noise 
and in the silence he is “created 
and re-created.” In our pauses, 
we are reborn (p. 26). This whole 
book is a place of entering into the 
silence of reading, prayer and being 
transformed.  

“Harmony” is the second chapter. 
We breath and we are connected 
to nature; we are alive and are 
connected to all (p. 39). I rejoiced in 
his frequent references to the Creator 
as Her which felt harmonious with 
the themes of this book.

“Trust” is the third chapter. “Life 
isn’t something you leave home to 
do. It’s what you accomplish within 
the walls of your haven. That’s 

what allows you to greet 
the world with an open 
heart and reach out and 
embrace living in all 
its richness, variety and 
staggering wonder” (p. 
80). It is to believe one 
can meet life. 

“Reverence” is the 
fourth chapter. This 
chapter focuses a great 

deal on nature which is present 
throughout the book. 

“Persistence” is the fifth chapter. 
Persistence, in particular, amused 
and spoke to me. For most of my 
life I have not seen persistence as a 
spiritual gift. When participating in 
an alternative worship at St. Thomas, 
we did an exercise on spiritual gifts, 
and I was gifted to learn this is one 
of my spiritual gifts. The ability 
to persist in seeking justice for a 
refugee or persisting in the care of 
an aging parent, is an important gift. 
To persist in your work in this world, 
even if success is not happening, is 
a gift.

In a conversation between 
Wagamese and his spiritual guide, 
the guide talks about his practice 
of repeating things three times: 
listening the first time, hearing the 
second time and feeling the third 

time (p. 113). When reading this 
I linked these statements and the 
meditation to the Trinity. In the 
Trinity we meet three aspects of 
God. I wonder if it requires three 
revelations of God: in Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit to understand the 
fullness of God. 

Chapter six is about “Gratitude.” 
In a meditation in this chapter, 
Wagamese speaks of happiness as an 
emotion resulting from circumstance. 
Joy is a spiritual engagement with 
the world based on gratitude (p. 
140). The distinction between 
happiness and joy has significance 
for me. My understanding is like 
the author’s understanding: that 
overwhelming gratitude to God, 
results in joy. A joy that is not the 
result of circumstance. 

Chapter seven is “Joy.” In joy we 
can feel the beat of the earth. In joy 
we are all joined. Wagamese speaks 
of being deep in the wilderness 
when, 30 feet away, he spotted 
another man experiencing the same 
beautiful horizon. They smiled, 
laughed and went their separate 
ways (p. 162). What joy to feel that 
connection with another person, 
reveling in the awe of nature. 

I give thanks for this book which 
is permeated with joy. 

Summer activities for children 
have been around for a long 
time! Nowadays one may have 

choices between computer camps, 
soccer camps, day camps, vacation 
bible camps… But for many, the 
idea of summer camp brings back 
memories of campfires and being 
outdoors, often in proximity to 
a lake. It’s a time when kids can 
get away from the city, make new 

friends, and come home with 
memories to last a lifetime!  

Diocesan Base Camp is being 
planned for the first week in July 
following a two-year hiatus, a 
time when we have all been living 
through a pandemic and life has 
been severely constricted. Camp is a 
chance to connect with the outdoors 
and with each other again.

What can campers expect?
• Breathing fresh air in a 

provincial park close to one of 
Alberta’s largest lakes;

• Campfire gatherings;
• Singing and participating in 

skits;
• Canoeing - a heritage Canadian 

activity;
• Playing games and having fun;
• Getting creative with arts and 

crafts;  
• Sleeping under the stars (or in a 

tent);
• And all this while being part of a 

larger community.
Our basic rules at Base Camp 

are: love God (and God’s creation/

nature), love your neighbour, and 
love yourself. Our chaplain leads 
faith-based discussions on relevant 
topics. We also try to build life-
skills (past camps have focused on 
conflict resolution and dealing with 
bullying).

If you or someone you know 
is up for a challenge this summer, 
why not try Base Camp? Register 
until June 24 at: https://edmonton.
anglican.ca/what-we-do/children-
family-and-youth-ministries/pages/
base-camp-summer-2022

For the young adults who 
volunteer their time, Base Camp is 
an intense one-week experience. 
Staff training is provided to our 
volunteers, to equip them for 
leading junior high students at a 
provincial campground group 
site. Volunteering for camp is an 
opportunity to develop leadership 
skills by leading songs and skits, 
organising games and activities, 
helping with camp meals and 
campfires, all while being part of a 
close-knit community.   

Like campers, our volunteers 
leave camp with priceless 
memories of adventure, fun-
filled days and nights and new 
friendships. Consider giving a 
week of your time for the next 
generation. 

We are looking for counsellors, 
a lifeguard and a cook. Apply 
online at: https://edmonton.
anglican.ca/what-we-do/
children-family-and-youth-
ministries/pages/base-camp-
summer-2022

Camp Volunteers 
Equipped for Leadership

Life in the Diocese

Summer camp a place to make life-long memories

Base Camp 2019 at Sir Churchill Provincial Park; campers and leaders could not have known 
this would be the last camp for two years.

Dr. MARK ARMSTRONG
Camp Director

Diocese of Edmonton

Embers: One Ojibway’s Meditations - a gem of a book
MARION BULMER

St. Thomas', Sherwood Park


