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St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 
#blessed 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness. 
Scripture: Psalm 23, 1 Peter 3:13-22 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
July 10, 2022 
Opening Hymn: How firm a foundation [685] 
Choruses: Here I am to worship, Lord, I want to be a Christian [571] 
Closing Hymn: Be Thou my Vision  

 
Back in October of 1996, Silvia Stayton 

mother of four and grandmother of 10,  
was looking for a place to make photocopies 
 In a business district in Cincinnati. 
 

The story goes that: 
 
“She needed duplicates of the legal papers  

she hoped would postpone foreclosure [of her house]. 
 
Outside Kinko’s Copies,  

she noticed Officer Edward Johnson  
writing a parking ticket.  

 
She asked if he’d written the license number on the ticket yet.  
 
Johnson said he hadn’t,  

so she put a nickel in the meter.  
Then she noticed that the meter next to it had also expired.  

She put a dime in that one. 
 
“My thought was,  

‘Maybe I can keep somebody  
from getting a parking ticket,’” she said.  

“I hope somebody would do that for me.” 
Johnson told her it was against the law  

to put money in expired meters— 
something that’s true in many cities. 

 
Johnson asked her for her ID.  

She refused to show him one.  
She didn’t think she had to.  

 
He told her she was under arrest.  

She thought he was kidding and started to walk away… 
 

He wasn’t.  
He grabbed her, twisted her arms behind her back  

and handcuffed her…  
 
Johnson booked her for disorderly conduct  

and “obstructing official business.”  
…After a couple of hours in the pokey,  

Stayton was released on $1,900 bond… 
“I know the Lord is trying to speak to me,” she said,  

“but I don’t know yet what he’s trying to tell me.” i 
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Have you ever gotten into trouble for doing good? 
 
You were challenge 
 For showing generosity to someone going through hardship 
  And were told you were contributing to the problem. 
 
You were mocked 
 For sharing a post or forwarding an email 
  That describes why you depend on Jesus. 
 
You faced backlash  
 For reporting a dangerous condition at work 
  Or for confronting a friend about their abuse of alcohol, 
   Or for voicing social concerns in a letter to the editor. 
 
Suffering for doing good can cause a crisis of faith. 
 
Isn’t God supposed to uphold the moral order? 
 If God won’t protect us from unjust punishment 
  This opens us to a world of dangers 
   We should be afraid of… 
 
Well, if you are dealing with similar concerns or fears 
 Today is a particularly good day to be at church. 
 
We are continuing our journey through the first epistle of Peter. 
 This circular letter was written to groups of new believers 
  In what is now modern-day Turkey. 
 
These newly minted believers were facing opposition for their faith 
 And their Christian witness in a pagan society. 
 
So how will they stay committed 
  When following Jesus is difficult, 
  When the path of discipleship carries high costs. 
 
And how can they experience peace 
 When they are surrounded by threats and dangers… 

whether social sanctions or physical violence? 
 
PAUSE 
 
Today’s reading begins by noting that suffering negative consequences  

for doing good is rather counterintuitive. 
 Ever since childhood we have almost uniformly 

 been consistently praised for doing  
 what is good and right… 

 
Our writer asks “Who is going to harm you  

if you are eager to do good?”ii 
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Yet the writer then continues: 
 
“But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed.  

“Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” 
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.”iii 
 

Our writer makes it clear,  
 That sometimes doing what is good and right 
  Carries negative consequences. 
 
Yet he goes on to assure us 

that despite any negative feedback  
  we don’t need to fear those that oppose us. 
 
The only fear that we should keep in focus 
 Is a fear or reverence for the Lord, 
  The one who is the ultimate and final authority 
   In all things. 
 
But even if fears are eased 
 How do we persevere in doing good 
  When doing good brings us more trouble. 
 
Today’s passage gives us at least three motivations to press on. 
 
First of all, and this has already been mentioned, 
 We are told that even if we suffer for doing what is right, 
  We are better off. 
 
The epistle writer says we are ‘blessed’. 
 
This may not mean that our bank accounts are full 
 And that we are healthy and happy. 
  What this means is that God looks upon us with favor. 
 
Think of all those beatitudes of Jesus  

in his Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew. 
 And think in particular, of that final beatitude doublet 
  Which address today’s topic: 

 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
“Blessed are you when people insult you,  

persecute you  
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you  

because of me.  
 
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven,  

for in the same way  
they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”iv 
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This blessedness is not about our subjective experience, 
 But God’s objective determination. 
 
Imagine playing an away game of hockey. 
 The area is filled with supporters of your opponents. 
  You play well make first making an assist, 
   Then scoring a short-handed goal. 
 
As the puck lies in the net 
 The crowd roars in disapproval. 
  Yet way up in the stands you can spot 
   Your dad. 
 
He is beaming. 
 When you catch his eye 

he gives you the thumbs-up. 
  You read his lips: 

    “Way to go” he says. 
   
Have you been suffering for doing good, 
 For following Jesus?  
  Well you should know you aren’t cursed. 
   You’re blessed. 
 
You have favor of the one who matters. 
 
BUT. 
 
But if this isn’t quite convincing, 

the epistle writer notes two additional reasons for courage. 
 
As explored last week,  
 Our writer notes the suffering of Jesus: 
 
 
“For Christ also suffered once for sins,  

the righteous for the unrighteous,  
to bring you to God.”v 

 
Those who suffer for doing what is right are in good company. 

Jesus our Lord and Savior also suffered, 
and that suffering was meaningful, redemptive. 

 
Those who suffer for the faith 
 Are in good company with Jesus and the Apostles 
  And the people of God throughout the ages. 
 
If you want to be reminded how others suffered 
 For their faith read Hebrews chapters 11. 
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If you want to see it, next time you are in England 
 Stop by Westminster Abbey and note all the figures 
  Above the main entrance. 
 
These include life-sized figures of  
 “the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,  

[and] Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero… 
 
[King,] The American civil rights leader,  

assassinated in Memphis in 1968, 
is shown with outstretched palm turned up in welcome  

and a young girl crouching at his feet. 
 
To his left, Archbishop Romero,  

the liberal cleric  
who was gunned down in El Salvador in 1980 

while celebrating Mass, smiles serenely,  
his eyes almost closed behind heavy-rimmed glasses. 

In his arms, he cradles a young boy.”vi 
 
Surrounding the two are a variety of other martyrs, 
 Men and women 
  Who did what is good and right,  
   Despite opposition. 
 
We can find new motivation to persist 
 When we realise any suffering for following God’s will is blessed. 
 
We can find new motivation to persist when we realise 
 That we are following the pathway of Jesus and the saints. 
 
But there is more. 

We can find new motivation to persist 
  When we realise that there will be a final reckoning. 
 
Part of the challenge of suffering for doing God 
 Is that it is an upending of the moral order, 
  The way that things ‘should’ operate. 
 
What we need to know when we face difficulties  
 Is that Jesus is in fact Lord. 
 
In order to encourage us 

Our epistle writer notes that Jesus died, 
  But then reminds us that he was also  
   Raised to new life by the power of God’s spirit. 
 
He goes on to tell us that Jesus 

“is at God’s right hand—with angels,  
authorities and powers in submission to him.”vii 
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That is all those powers that seem to operate 
 free of any accountability: 
  whether multinational companies 
   or billionaire businessmen 
    or leaders of great powers 

all are ultimately under Jesus’ thumb. 
   
To believe this is an act of faith. 
 But it offers us incredible freedom. 
 
Jesus’ reign present and future reign means that  

those who have committed injustices 
Will one day be called to account. 

 
All those war-crimes  
 That are being documented in Ukraine 
  May never bring anyone ranking higher than a private 
   To punishment. 
 
Many of the rich and powerful  
 Will continue drinking champagne and eating caviar 
  Despite all the charges that have been made. 
   
But all of us from the lowest to the greatest 
 Will one day be account for all our actions. 
  
So keep all this in mind 
 The next time someone questions your motives 
  For showing generosity. 
 
Keep this in mind 
 The next time someone mocks you 
  For sharing a post that expresses your faith. 
   
Keep this all in mind 
 Should you be reprimanded or punished 
  For doing what is good and right 
   Because you are following Jesus. 
 
You are blessed. 
 You are in good company. 
  One day God will judge. Thanks be to God. Amen.   
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