
TAKING GOD’S NAME SERIOUSLY 

 

Alexander the Great was one of the greatest military generals who ever lived.  One night, during a 

campaign, he couldn’t sleep and left his tent to walk around the camp.  As he was walking, he came 

across a soldier asleep on guard duty which was serious offense. The penalty for falling asleep on guard 

duty was, in many cases, instant death.  The commanding officer would sometimes pour kerosene on 

the sleeping soldier and then light it.  The soldier woke to see Alexander the Great above him. 

Recognizing who it was, the young man feared for his life.  “Do you know what the penalty is for 

falling asleep on guard duty?” Alexander the Great asked. “Yes, sir,” the soldier responded in a 

quivering voice.  “Soldier, what’s your name?” “Alexander, sir.”  Alexander the Great repeated the 

question: “What is your name?”  “My name is Alexander, sir,” the soldier repeated.  A third time and 

more loudly Alexander the Great asked, “What is your name?”  A third time the soldier meekly said, 

“My name is Alexander, sir.”  Alexander the Great then looked at him and said, “Soldier, either change 

your conduct or change your name!” 

 

Paul Dickinson has written a book called NAMES.  He has a hobby of collecting strange and unusual 

names.  He says sometimes names seem to be prophetic.  In 1941 there were two men who were 

executed in the electric chair in the Florida state penitentiary and their names were Will Burn and 

Frizzle.  Years ago, there was a Montreal window washer who fell to his death.  His name was Will 

Drop.  Others seem destined for certain occupations.  Joe Bunt became a baseball coach.  Dan Druff 

became a barber.  Goforth and Ketchum both became police officers and partners.  O'Neill and Pray 

became partners in church furniture.  P.P. Peters became a urologist. 

 

We are in a series looking at the Ten Commandments.  Today we are going to look at the third 

commandment.  God says there's a lot in a name when it's His name.   

 

Ex 20:7  You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone 

guiltless who misuses his name. 

 

This command says TAKE GOD’S NAME SERIOUSLY.  Why is God so sensitive about His name?  

Your name represents three things:  your reputation, your character, and your authority. 

 

It represents your reputation.  You've heard people say, "He's making a name for himself."  When 

someone has a good reputation, they say "He's got a good name."  When I say the name of a famous 

person, you automatically think of their reputation.  Hitler, Martin Luther King, Elvis.   

 

When we lived in Kuwait, we first lived in an old house on the church compound.  It had been the 

home of the first doctor who had come as a missionary to serve at the mission station.  It was called the 

Scudder house.  However, years later the son of that missionary caused a lot of problems so we 

changed the name so that we would no longer associate it with the family. 

 

A name also represents your character.  What you are cannot be separated from what your name is once 

they are connected.  In the Bible they would often name children after certain character qualities like 

Honest, Justice ... so that it would represent their character.  Many times in the Bible when somebody 

came to a crossroads and their life was dramatically changed, God gave them a new name.  Abram 

became Abraham, Jacob became Israel, Simon became Peter.  God would change their names because 

He said it represents your character.   

 



 
 

 

I heard the story of a Jewish couple who were expecting a baby.  They went to a rabbi to ask advice 

about what to name him.  They told the rabbi they wanted to name the baby Jacob.  The rabbi replied 

“that is a wonderful name”.  The husband said “you don’t understand, you see my wife’s father was 

named Jacob and he was a good and righteous man”.  The rabbi said “I don’t see the problem – name 

him Jacob after your wife’s father”.  The husband continued “but my father was also named Jacob and 

he was a horrible violent drunkard.  If we name the baby Jacob, how will people know that we named 

the baby after my wife’s father and not my father.”  The rabbi thought for a moment and then finally 

said “Name the baby Jacob.  If he turns out to be a good man you will know you named him after your 

wife’s father.  If he turns out to be a bad man you will know you named him after your father”.   

 

Your name also represents authority.  When a police stops you he does not say, "Stop in the name of 

Dave!"  No, he says "Stop in the name of the law."  Why?  Because there is authority behind that name. 

 

Again, in Kuwait, many of the people came from traditions in which the pastor was seen as a person 

with a lot of authority.  People would just call me pastor.  I would ask them to just call me Steve, but 

they just laughed and said, no pastor.  With that came a lot of people who strived for the title because 

they wanted the power it represented. 

 

God says in this third command that misusing His name is a big deal.  It is important because it is 

defaming God’s reputation, character and authority.  You cannot be flippant about God.  What are 

some of the ways we misuse God’s Name?  We do it when we use it to;   

 

1.   INSULT 

 

This is what most people think of when they think of this command.  It means using God’s name in 

profanity.  There are a lot of foul-mouthed people in our generation.  I heard about a farmer who came 

home late for dinner one night.  His wife said, "Did the wagon break down?"  The farmer said, "No, but 

on the way home I offered a ride to the pastor and from that point on the mules didn't understand a 

word I was saying to them." 

 

The Welsh revival hit Whales in 1904.  More than 100,000 people came to Christ.  It was reported that 

drunkenness was immediately cut in half, taverns went bankrupt. Crime was so low that judges would 

show up for work but have no cases to consider. The police had nothing to do in many districts and it 

was reported that some formed singing groups and went around to the different churches.  What is 

interesting is that it was also reported that stoppages occurred in coal mines.  Not due to unpleasantness 

between management and workers, but because so many foulmouthed miners came to Christ and 

stopped using foul language that the horses which hauled the coal trucks in the mines could no longer 

understand what was being said to them, and so for a short period transportation ground to a halt. 

 

More and more we see, especially on TV, that cursing is increasing.  Shows will intentionally add 

profanity to increase viewers.  We see this everywhere in advertising and movies.   

 

When we lived on the Doulos we had two of the first Mongolian missionaries onboard.  They did not 

know English very well, and sometimes when they talked, they would use profanity.  It was not that 

they wanted to offend, it was simply that they had learned English from the media. 

 

Eph 4:29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 

building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 



 
 

 

People usually swear because they lack self-control.  They have not learned to control their own 

speech.  It is funny when you are around people who are cussing and then they find out that you are a 

pastor.  This is something I posted on Facebook a few years ago; 

 

Any idiot can swear.  It takes no intellect.  You can teach a three-year-old or a parrot to swear.  It does 

not show your maturity, your manliness or your liberation.  It takes maturity to discipline your speech, 

especially when you're angry -- you stump your toe, you hit your thumb, or someone cuts you off in 

traffic.  It takes discipline to not swear.  It shows maturity and self-control by not doing that.  Do not 

use God’s name to insult people. 

 

2.   INTIMIDATE 

 

Some people use God’s name to intimidate others.  Has anyone ever said to you, "God told me that you 

should do this…"  People try to use God in order to push people to do what they want.  They use God 

to get their own way.  It is the child who says, "God didn't want me to clean up my room today."  It’s 

the employee who says "I didn't feel led to get out of bed this morning."  Have you ever heard someone 

say things like, "I've prayed about it..."  to simply do what they want to do.  Be very careful about 

making God your excuse, and be very careful about speaking for God.  Words are important, so choose 

them wisely. 

 

Three men were arrested and sentenced to be executed.  The guard brings in the first man and sets him 

up against the wall and then turns and shouts to the firing squad: “Ready! Aim…”  Suddenly the man 

yells out: “Earthquake!” Everyone is startled and start looking around, and in the confusion the man 

runs away and escapes.  The guard brings out the next man and sets him up against the wall and then 

turns and shouts to the firing squad: “Ready! Aim...”  Suddenly the man yells as loudly as he can: 

“Tornado!” Everyone is distracted and look up at the sky, and the second man quickly makes his 

getaway.  By now the third man has got it all worked out. The guard escorts him in and sets him up 

against the wall.  The executioner turns sharply to the firing squad and shouts: “Ready! Aim...” And the 

third man shouts out: “Fire!”  That was just a poor choice of words…  Do not use God’s name to insult 

people or intimidate people. 

 

3.   IMPRESS 

 

Some people try to use God’s name in order to impress others. Their words are full of religious phrases 

and spiritual clichés in an attempt to show how spiritual they are.  You run into people who say, 

“Glory, bless God that was a great sermon today Pastor, Hallelujah, thank you Jesus..."  Be careful that 

you do not use God to try and impress others. 

 

Act 4:36-37 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of 

Encouragement), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' feet. 

5:1-5 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With 

his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at 

the apostles' feet. 3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have 

lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn't 

it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the money at your disposal? What 

made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to men but to God." 5 When Ananias heard 

this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 

 



 
 

 

The issue in the story is not the fact that Ananias kept some of the money.  It was his property.  He did 

not have to give anything, or he could have gave as much as he wanted.  That is not the issue.  The 

problem implied was that he claimed to have given everything when he had not.  Barnabas had sold 

some property and had brought all the money, so Ananias wanted to do the same.  He wanted to 

impress the disciples with his gift.  It is not what he gave, but what he said about what he gave that was 

the issue.  It was his heart. 

 

Don’t try to use God to impress people.  We take God's name in vain when we claim to be committed 

to Him but we don't back it up with our life style.  A guy says "I love the Lord, He's number one in my 

life!"  Ok, so are you involved in any kind of ministry?  "No."  Are you meeting with Him every day, 

reading the Bible, daily quiet time?  No.  Tithing?  No.  So what exactly does it mean then that God is 

number one in your life?  

 

Matt 15:8  "`These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 

 

Again, the words we speak are important, so be careful how you use them. The average person has 

about 30 conversations a day.  If you're a man you speak an average of 20,000 words a day.  If you're a 

woman you speak on average 30,000 words a day.  I heard a story of two men who were talking to each 

other.  The one guy asked, "Do you resent the fact that your wife always has to have the last word?"  

The friend replied, "No, I'm just really glad when she finally gets to it!"   

 

Don’t try to impress people with God’s name.  Years ago, a boy went into a candy store and bought a 

bunch of candy.  He asked the owner of the story to wrap it up in 1 lb., 3 lb., and 5lb. packages. 

Curious, the owner asked why? The boy explained that he had a date with a pretty girl that night and 

that after he had dinner with her and her parents he was going to go out on the front porch with the girl. 

If she held his hand, he would give her the 1 lb. box of candy. If she let him put his arm around her, 

he’d give her the 3 lb. box. But if she let him kiss her, he was going to give her the 5lb. box.  Later that 

night when he sat down at the dinner table, the father of the girl asked the boy to pray for the meal. He 

prayed and prayed and prayed. He prayed using the name of God and Jesus in every sentence.  He 

prayed for every missionary he had ever heard of, for every church and pastor in town. When he finally 

finished, the girl commented that she didn’t realize that he was so religious. To which the boy replied, 

“And I didn’t realize your dad was the owner of the candy store!” 

 

Be careful with how you use God’s name.  God is deadly serious about this.  In a list of 10 

commandments, this one is third.  God says "Don't misuse My name."  We're not talking about some 

minor issue here.  Leviticus 24 says that if a person was caught taking God's name in vain, he was to be 

stoned to death.  This was a capital offense.  

 

Lev 24:13-16 Then the LORD said to Moses: 14 Take the blasphemer outside the camp. All those who 

heard him are to lay their hands on his head, and the entire assembly is to stone him. 15 Say to the 

Israelites: 'If anyone curses his God, he will be held responsible; 16 anyone who blasphemes the name 

of the LORD must be put to death. The entire assembly must stone him. Whether an alien or native-

born, when he blasphemes the Name, he must be put to death. 

 

There is power in the name of Jesus.  You can use any other name but when you say Jesus all of a 

sudden everybody gets nervous.  No one swears by saying “O Buddha…”  This command reminds us 

that we are not to mess with God’s name because it represents His reputation, His character and His 

authority.  Be careful.  Honor God’s name; 



 
 

 

The Christian Rock band Petra had a song back in the 90s that said, 

 

What's in a name that the demons flee, what's in a name that the captives go free 

What's in a name that every knee should bow, in the name of Jesus, name above all names 

There is power and glory, forever and ever, forever and ever 

 

Ps 29:2  Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of his 

holiness. 

 

That does not just mean the words you speak, it also means the life you live.  If you call yourself a 

believer, act like one.  Your walk needs to match your talk.  The truth is that there are people all around 

you that are watching you and evaluating your speech and your actions to see if being a follower of 

God really makes a difference. 

 

There are many verses in the Bible that say that God has made a number of promises to honor His 

name.  Whatever you do you should do it in the name of the Lord, trusting and relying on His name.  

Jesus said, "If you ask anything in My name, I will do it."  Why do we pray "In Jesus' name"?  Because 

you don't have any right to come to God on your own.   

 

Two guys in a church, Paul and William decided that they really wanted to become godly men. So they 

started meeting with one another to pray and encourage one another; they even set goals for themselves 

and their behavior, and then were accountable to the other one. Paul decided he wanted to break his 

habit of using profanity. He decided he was going to put five dollars in the offering for every time he 

swore during the week. In order to stay accountable, he would tell William how many times he'd failed. 

The first week cost Paul $100. Now, Paul must've been doing ok financially, because that didn't stop 

his swearing.  In fact, while he improved somewhat over the next couple weeks, he really wasn’t 

having the success he wanted and was losing a lot of hard-earned cash.  After the fourth week, William 

told Paul he had decided that the deal needed to be changed for the coming week, but he wasn’t going 

to tell Paul how it would change. He just said, “Trust me. It will cost you both less and more.¨  

 

When they met the following Sunday before worship, Paul admitted he had failed again. William put a 

hand on his shoulder and said, "Paul, I told you this was going to cost you both less and more. It’s 

called grace." William took out his check book, and made out a check to the church, leaving the 

amount blank. He gave the check to Paul and said, "Your sin still costs, but for you it’s free. Just fill in 

the numbers. And next week there will be more grace." William's grace cost him $55 the first week; the 

second only cost him $20. There was no third week. Paul couldn't bear to see what his sin was costing 

his friend, so he quit swearing.  It was his friends sacrifice that made the difference. 

 

 


